Waiht’s $3.3m ambulance station underway, P3
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DRIVING ACADEMY

Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

Valley Education
callor 07 868 7892
textus 027 314 1577

The Diprose Miller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.
Apply today.
diprosemiller.co.nz/community-fund/

The clip-clop of hooves is
becoming a familiar sound
throughout the streets of Paeroa,
where a horse named Ninja' Boy
draws attention wherever he
goes. DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

reports

t was his intrigue with a few equestrian

videos on social media that sparked San-
tana Walters’ desire to get in the saddle and
become a horse owner.

“I saw these Maori guys up [in] the far
North riding on Tik Tok,” he said, and the
rest is history.

People might recognise the 34-year-old
as the man who trots around the streets of
Paeroa with his horse, Ninja Boy.
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Santana, who is also the owner of Hauraki

Boats, said he always knew he was going to
ride Ninja Boy around town.

“That’s why I've been trying to get him
used to the traffic. [['m] still learning my-
self,” he said.

The 11-year-old Standardbred horse came
into Santana’s life at the start of the year,
from a woman in Hikutaia.

“She couldn’t get out on him as much as

she wanted to.” But since Ninja Boy had
been with Santana, he’d been on a few walks
around town, sometimes down the main
street but “mainly on the back streets, un-
less there isn’t much traffic”.

Santana said he’d also taken him to the
bottle store to pick up drinks after a day
out training and exercising “and to another
mate’s panel beating shop”.

Whenever he rides through town, Ninja
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Boy always draws attention.

The biggest responses Santana said he
and Ninja Boy have received from the public
were photo requests, and also lots of elderly
couples stopping to “have a good yarn”.

“They had horses back in their days,” he
said. Some young people have also asked
Santana if they can go for rides, which he’s
happy to do. There was no comparison for
CONTINUED ON P2
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Roaming Paeroa streets w1th Ninja Boy

Santana though, who said it felt a lot better
to be riding out in the bush by yourself than
in town. He said his family love Ninja Boy
because he is a chill and “gentle giant”.

“My four-year-old son and one-year-old
nephew like sitting on him for rides around
the house.”

A friend of Santana’s had recently become
interested in horses too “so he’s picking one
up next weekend”, he said.

With a vision to “help me get better” and
understand his horse more, Santana said
he was looking at getting some training
through Hauraki Horsemanship, just out-
side of Paeroa.

“Because I don't have a float, he’s gonna
pick [Ninja Boy] up from me.”

When asked if he’d been for a gallop with
Ninja Boy yet, Santana said: “not so much
of a fast gallop. I can get him to sort of run”.

“That’s why I need that training course,”
Santana said. “I think [Ninja Boy’s] more of
a pacer. It’s just sort of harder to sit in the
saddle because he’s more bouncy.”

Santana said due to his own fault, he’d al-
ready fallen off Ninja Boy once before as he
was “riding him too late in the dark”.

Ninja Boy initially stopped and waited for
Santana to get back up, but got spooked by a
car and “buggered off home”, he said.

Birds or pheasants jumping out of bushes
at night would also startle Ninja Boy.

‘[Tt] doesn’t make him spook and run... it
just makes him spook and stop.”

Santana said Ninja Boy didn’t have much

Santana spends a lot of time looking after his horse, Ni|.1ja Boy.

Hay, silage and “feeding on grass pad-
docks” are his primary sources of food.

A few farmers around town offered pad-
docks for Ninja Boy to graze on, Santana
said. “Between those two - he also mows my
neighbours lawns.”

When Santana had a float, he said the fur-
thest he’d taken Ninja Boy was to Mackay-
town for swims.

It was evident that Ninja Boy needed a lot
of attention. “If 'm not working, this fella
just chews up all your time”.
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ter Ninja Boy: “I don’t know if it’s a good
thing... But he’ll probably fill a wheelbarrow
full [of manure] a day - that’s a shitload of
horse shit.”

One thing Ninja Boy really likes to do
is play in the mud. After he’s been rolling
around in it, had a bath and put back into
the paddock: “he’ll go and roll in the mud
again”, Santana said.

But even though it requires a lot of time
and work, Santana said he gets a lot of en-
joyment out of owning Ninja Boy.

k __F,.i of a daily routine: “Just as long as he’s fed”. And when it comes to cleaning up af- “I’s sort of a therapy too.”
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We are your local store for a wide range
of marine products. For trailer boats,
yachts and launches - we stock chandlery
for new builds, maintenance and repairs.
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Get your gear “dive ready” - we service all dive
gear and fill and test cylinders. We stock SCUBA
and Spearfishing gear, wetsuits available to order.
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Waihr's $3.3m ambulance station underway

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

June marked the beginning
of a new era of emergency
services in Waihi, with con-
struction beginning on an es-
timated $3.3 million state-of-
the-art ambulance station.

However, a $700,000 short-
fall means Hato Hone St John
isn’t done fundraising.

This year the agency’s an-
nual appeal, Light the Way,
is focused on repairing or re-
building 14 stations across the
country, including Waihi.

The new station, due to be
completed in June, 2025, has
been a project two decades in
the making.

With the work finally un-
derway, staff were relocated
to temporary premises at 32
Haszard St ahead of the old
station’s demolition in May.

Coromandel South group
operations manager Julia Te
Huia said the new building
would enable staff to carry out
their roles more safely and ef-
ficiently.

“The old [station] was
mouldy and leaky - basically, it
was not fit for purpose,” Julia
said.

“It’s been a long time com-
ing, and the staff and every-
body’s really excited about it.”

The new station will house
three ambulances, 12 full-time
staff, and 10 volunteers.
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As well as emergency re- so far.”
sponders, the community
health shuttle and Waiht’s St
John area committee will also
operate out of the space.

“We need to acknowledge
that we have had lots of gener-

munity - there’s just a few
things we still need to fund-
raise for,” Julia said.

“We appreciate the support
that the community’s given us
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DETAILS: Hato Hone St John Light
the Way annual appeal month is
on now. See lighttheway.stjohn.
org.nz for more information.
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ABOVE: The old Waiht ambulance
station was torn down at the end of
May. RIGHT: An artist’s impression
of the new purpose-built facility.
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PUBLIC MEETING
THAMES PROTECTION

Your chance to give feedback
on options for coastal
protection from Hape Stream
to Victoria Park.

Moanataiari

Thames North| |

MONDAY
24 JUNE
~7.30PM

Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre

tcdc.govt.nz/ProtectThames

Engineers Royal HaskoningDHV will be outlining
design concepts for the protection of Thames
against the risks from sea-level rise at a public
meeting on 24 June.

The designs are aimed at providing protection
against coastal inundation during 'one in 100 year'
storm events, which are becoming more frequent.

Public feedback will be sought at the meeting,
including on:

« design options for each section of foreshore from
Hape Stream to Victoria Park

+ potential alignment options in each section

+ how the structures might tie in with existing
recreational facilities and environmental features
that already exist along the foreshore.

tcdc.govt.nz/ProtectThames

Kopu Marine Servicing and Business Precinct

We’re looking forward to
opening the brand new
recreational boat ramp up to
the public on Saturday 22 June,
after an official launch on Friday
21 June with local iwi, central
government representatives,
and some of the community
members who helped bring the
project to life.

The 80-metre-long commercial
wharf and a floating pontoon
will enable in-water servicing, loading and unloading of
vessels. There’s also an unsealed haul-out area along

YOUTH VOICES

A group of young people from T-RAP (Thames
Rangatahi Advisory Panel) seeking to have a voice in
local decision-making were given a warm welcome at
the Thames Community Board meeting on 5 June.

The newly-formed group spoke to the Board about
their vision for young people in the Thames area
and how they’d like to play a partin including young
people’s perspectives in the provision of services.

“You guys are amazing,” Mayor Len Salt told the group.
“The voice that you can contribute to the decision-
making around important things for the future of our
district is absolutely vital.”

with an enhanced haul-out facility
slipway. The facility will provide a
vital boost for our local aquaculture
and marine servicing industries,
attracting fleets from our district,
and as far afield as Auckland,
Tauranga and the Bay of Plenty.

For recreational boaties using
the public boat ramp, there’ll be
parking for up to 34 boats and
trailers. Like many of our other
boat ramps, you’ll need a one-off

or annual pass to use the recreational boat ramp and
trailer car park. tedc.govt.nz/kopu

Applications open

Applications are

open for The \\\ Hauraki
Richardsons Hauraki Coromandel
Coromandel BUSINESS
Business Awards. AWARDS

The awards are

delivered biennially by Hauraki and Thames-
Coromandel District Councils and supported by the
business community.

The awards celebrate excellence and creativity in
the business sector, offer an opportunity to gain
recognition for your organisation and the chance
to benchmark and gain expert advice on how your
business can continue to prosper.

Award categories and application information
are available at www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
community/business-awards

n @ThamesCoromandelDi

@ coromandel_tcdc

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subsc
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Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP
reports: “The Board supported the

gift of new equipment for Porritt Park
and is heartened to note the number of
children using the area. We're counting
down to the boost the opening of the
Kopu facility will give to the district’s economy. The
Board was privileged to recently host young people
from T-RAP (Thames Rangatahi Advisory Panel)

and listen to their korero about their proposed role in
local decision-making. The Board intends to ask them
to speak in the public forum section at future Board
meetings.” adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

\

The Board’s next meeting is on Wednesday
17 July 10am, 10am in Thames Council Chamber.
tcdc.govt.nz/meetings

MATARIK]

WHAKANUIA TE PAKI O MATARIKI
Kl HAURAKI

CELEBRATE THE WIDESPREAD CALM OF PLEIADES IN HAURAKI

Our Council service centres are closed on the
Matariki public holiday, Friday 28 June.

MATARIKI HOLIDAY
RUBBISH AND
RECYCLING

On the Matariki public holiday,
Friday 28 June, Rubbish and
Recycling Transfer Stations (RTS)
will remain open as usual (from
8.30am-4.30pm).

Red week kerbside collections
of rubbish and food waste

will take place on the usual
days from Monday 24 June -
Thursday 27 June. The week
after Matariki, the usual yellow
week schedule for recycling
bins, glass crates and food waste will resume.

Check out your calendars at tedc.govt.nz/bindays or
pick up a copy from your nearest Council office.

tcdc.govt.nz

customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz
Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200




www.valleyprofile.co.nz

June 19, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 05

Finding purpose and employment in Hauraki

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

group of rangatahi from

the Hauraki district have
had a chance to dream big for
their future, through a mahi-
ready programme run by Gr8
Job Hauraki.

Gr8 Job Hauraki is part of the
nationwide Mayors Taskforce
for Jobs Community Employ-
ment initiative, a partnership
between Local Government
New Zealand and the Ministry
of Social Development with a
strong focus on getting young
people into sustainable em-
ployment.

Gr8 Job Hauraki community
employment liaison Julie Ste-
phenson said she was thrilled
with how the nine-day mahi-
ready programme, named Kei
a Koe Te Tikanga, went.

“[It was] basically everything
to make our rangatahi job-
ready,” she said.

“They’re a really good bunch
of young people, and it was re-
ally interesting to watch them
from day one to day nine.”

The programme kicked off
with a hangi and a frank chat
about where each of the seven
participants, aged between 15
and 18, saw themselves in the
future. “We had an aspirations
morning where we had people
from different ages with dif-
ferent careers come in, and it
was just a fun exercise of them
trying to guess who might have
done what within their career,”
community employment of-
ficer Nicola Poutu said.

“That’s where we started the
whole journey, to show them
what was possible.”

The group was taken on field
trips to various companies,
such as Fonterra, OceanaGold
and the Port of Tauranga,
where they were introduced to
roles across a variety of fields.

They also visited training fa-
cilities including Major Oak
and Industry Training Solu-
tions; had a budget and financ-
es day; spent time volunteering
at alocal school; went shopping

A visit to the Fonterra transport depot in Morrinsville.

for interview outfits; and did
mock interviews.

“It’s [about] realising their
potential and that they abso-
lutely can dare to dream,” Julie
said.

“A couple had - as a lot of
young people have - disen-
gaged. They just seemed happy
to settle for mediocrity... That
was the one thing that I felt
quite sad about.”

Nicola agreed, saying many
of them just hadn’t realised
the opportunities that were out

Photo: SUPPLIED

there. “That’s what this pro-
gramme was about, look[ing]
outside of our own wee bub-
ble,” she said.

“That was a big, big push this
time - what other industries
can we show them and how
much can we show them in one
space? For example, the ports.
You're seeing all of those pro-
fessions under one roof, and
what the entry level looks like
for them.”

This is the second time Gr8
Job Hauraki has run the nine-

day programme. The first iter-
ation saw six of the 12 partici-
pants going into employment
within three months of attend-
ing. The most recent cohort is
also doing well.

“One of our young people
is already in full time em-
ployment, two are booked to
sit their restricted licence in
July and one other is doing
their learners. Two of them
have accepted our offer of the
eight-day Whakatipu Course
at Outward Bound in August,”
Julie said. “We have facili-
tated a connection for one of
our younger participants with
staff at Waihi College and he
is now doing work experience
and trades. We have stayed en-
gaged with them all and have
seen them from time to time —
it is like seeing good friends.”

Nicola said Kei a Koe Te Ti-
kanga enabled them to show
rangatahi how their journey so
far had real value and they had
a lot they could bring forward
into being a good employee or
a student.

“Catching them when they’re

transitioning from school,
whenever that may be, and
not only being mahi- focused,
it might be about them staying
in school or going into training
- that’s really important,” she
said.
DETAILS: The free Gr8 Job Hau-
raki Career and Job Market will
be held at Paeroa War Memorial
Hall on September 19, 1-4pm.
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Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800550 330 « scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
@ scottsimpsonmp

National -

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Throws for cold
Merino (1.85 m x 1.4 m)
100% Wool (2m x 1.4m)
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« Cushions -« Wall Art + Loyalty Cards
* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
« Jewellery + Gold Card Discounts

* Handbags & Accessories
+ Possum Merino Gloves
* Alpaca and mohair throws
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SELF SERVICE
LAUNDROMATS

www.liquidlaundromats.com

Large & Small Washers
Fast Dryers

S$1 Extra Dry Time

Self Service
Wash‘n’'Dry in One Hour
Bedding, Duvets

Eco Friendly

Animal Blanket Washer

38 Seddon St
WAIHI

3 Mackay St
PAEROA
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Workers clear debris and install soil nails and mesh on the cliff face.
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$6m Ruamahunga fix almost complete

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest

Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Cliff stabilisation work at Ruamahunga is
almost complete, and Waka Kotahi NZ

Transport Authority says the newest slip

at the site on June 10 will not impact the

road’s scheduled reopening.

State Highway 25, also known as the
Thames Coast Rd, is due to be restored to
two lanes at the end of June. The road has
been a construction site at Ruamahunga
Bay since October, 2023, with traffic man-
agement in place to keep a single lane ac-
cessible to the public. Periodic full closures
of the road have been a regular occurrence,
as helicopters have brought in and removed
supplies and equipment from the top of the
slope throughout the works.

The $6m recovery project, made neces-
sary after 2023’s storm events in January,
February and June, has seen workers clear-
ing debris and stabilising the cliff to prevent
further landslides at the site. Waka Kotahi
said its team had removed around 2500
tonnes of material from the slope, as well

as installing over 500 soil nails and around
1500 square metres of mesh.

The June 10 slip, 500 metres down the
road from the main slip site, saw a large tree
fall 30 metres down the bank on to the road,
closing the road for most of the day.

The tree root, weighing over 20 tonnes,
was removed late that evening and the traf-
fic management cordon was extended to in-
clude the new slip site.

Meanwhile, State Highway 25 has been
fully reopened at Te Kouma, Pumpkin Hill
and Whiritoa Hill after underslips were re-
paired. Construction of a sea wall alongside
the highway at Kuranui is planned to begin
by the end of June, and work to repair high-
way damage near Kuaotunu, Pumpkin Hill
and between Hikuai and Opoutere is ex-
pected to be underway from August.

State Highway 2 through Karangahake
Gorge is also expected to be restored to two
lanes at Victoria Battery by Matariki week-
end, once construction .

on a new retaining wall Journalism
is completed. e %

HOUSE & PROPERTY
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Seven schools set to sing

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
A- combined mass choir con-
ert is set to take place at
the Waihi College Hall on June
26, organised by the Waihi
Kahui Ako - a cluster of schools
in the area who work together
to achieve educational out-
comes for their students.

Seven Schools Sing is an ini-
tiative that will showcase stu-
dents, between years five and
eight, who will perform for
their families, friends and com-
munity.

Led by musical director
Roshan Tuivavalagi, with the
support of Waihi College music
teacher Mr Randall, kids from
the following schools will take
part in the event: Waih1 Cen-
tral School, Waihi East School,
Waihi Beach School, Waihi Col-
lege, St Joseph’s Waihi, Waim-
ata School and Te Wharekura o
Te Waitangi o Ohinemuri.

The evening will also include
special guest artists - the Waihi
College music department.

Project leader Dorette Hart-
ley said a big focus for the Waih1
Kahui Ako was children’s well-
being and giving them an op-
portunity to do things they love.

“We noticed how much the
kids loved singing and music so
we looked at how could we offer
that experience to kids in a col-
lective way.”

Dorette said tickets to the
concert were free, but need to
be booked through the Hu-

concert on June 26.

A combined mass choir meets for practi_ce at Waihi College with musical

director Roshan Tuivavalagi, centre.
manitix website to “make sure
there’s seats for everyone”.
There will be a private mati-
nee for the participating schools
cohorts, who will get to support
their peers before the evening’s

A cluster of Waihi Schools gather to practice for their upcoming mass choir

Photos: SUPPLIED

event.

DETAILS: Seven Schools Sings con-
cert is at 5.30pm on June 26 at
the Waihi College Hall. Find tick-
ets here: events.humanitix.com/
seven-schools-sing
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Customers check out selection at Waihi Lions’ book fair.
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Annual book fair a success

By TALLIS AUSTEN, Gateway
Journalism Student
et another popular Waihi
Lions’ Book fair was held
over the king’s birthday week-
end in the Waihi Memorial
Hall.

Turning out plenty of loyal
supporters and book lovers
from the Waikato area and be-
yond, the event raised a total of
just over $14,000 for the com-
munity.

Event co-ordinator Doug
Longdill told The Profile the
amount raised this year was, “a
very similar figure to what was
raised last year, we think that’s
quite a good result, given the
challenging economic condi-
tions that many in our commu-

nity are facing”.

All funds raised will be used
to contribute to various com-
munity causes.

“Typically it goes to helping
schools with their academic
and sporting groups, and also
other local groups which are
worthy of some financial sup-
port,” Doug said.

“The Waihi Lions have con-
ducted this event for a number
of years now, it’s become some-
what of an institution, both lo-
cally and for people outside the
area. We thank the community
for the continued support that
they provide us and the busi-
nesses that allow us to use their
premises as drop off places for
our books.”
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- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
»wer- WE CAN COME TO YOU

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong Korando

Petrol, Auto, 2WD, Low Kms

$14,990
2011 Kia Cerata LX

2Lt Auto, NZNew

BARGAIN
8,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

2014 Nissan Qashqai

2.0 ST 143Km, NZ New,Auto,
GOOD VALUE

$12,990
2005 Mitsubishi Grandis

Auto, 7 Seat, Good Kms

2011 Holden Captiva 7 LX

7 Seater Auto, GREAT CONDITION

2012 Mazda Atenza

9,990

2.5Ltr Auto

2014 Mitsubishi Lancer

2.0Ltr Auto, Alloys, Spoiler, Body Kit

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage

GSR

1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New

- T-'.

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service
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Carpet and curtain connoisseurs move to Thames

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

he new Carpet Court and CurtainStu-

dio stores officially opened their doors
at 217 Pollen St, Thames on June 10,
bringing the best of both worlds in a joint
location.

Owners Taz and Murtuza Karachiwala
always wanted to own a business at
some point in their lives and said they
were pleased to open their new and ex-
citing store in Thames.

Taz’s knowledge of flooring products
from her previous work background and
Murtuza’s experience in operations has
enabled the pair to hit the ground run-
ning with their new business venture.

Carpet Court and CurtainStudio were
the largest flooring and window furnish-
ing retail brands in New Zealand, with a
presence in close to 100 locations across
Aotearoa, Taz said.

Servicing areas throughout the Hauraki
District, Miranda, across to Thames and
right up along the coast all the way to
Waikawau - Taz said customers should
choose to shop with us because we have
the entire offering.

Whether you are doing a home renova-
tion or looking for quality flooring and
window furnishing for your new build - we
have got you covered, she said.

She also said that in case you are look-
ing to purchase something in particular
either in flooring or curtains or blinds,
that isn’t in store - they can look at order-
ing it in for you.

Heading a team of four, including
herself, Taz will work across both busi-
nesses, supported by Michael the floor-
ing specialist, Saloni the CurtainStudio
design consultant, and Rob the part-time
flooring specialist.

With a selection of domestic flooring
brands, Taz said their specialties were
their exclusive brands - Rhino Carpets,

\

Carpet Court and Cur[ tudlo

Thames owner Taz
Karachiwala, centre, with
Michael, left, and Saloni from
her team.
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Rhino EverCore hard floor, Malmo Car-
pets and Malmo Scandia hard floor.
“You can see a wide range when you
come into our showroom,” Taz said.
“We also do premium quality rugs
which are from Weave.”

Additionally, on the CurtainStudio side,

customers can choose between ready-
made curtains and blinds or opt for a
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custom-made option, which in some
cases can be made in 10 business days.
Though Taz said she was fairly new
to the area after making the shift from
Auckland, she was feeling like “more of
a Thames person”, and said the commu-
nity was helpful and welcoming.
“I'm loving it - | love the beauty of
Thames and | love the culture of starting

CurtainStygio &

early and finishing early,” Taz said.

“Not sitting in the traffic - that’s a big
deal.” Head in store to welcome Taz and
the team, and see the great deals on of-
fer for the month of June.

DETAILS: Open weekdays from 8.30am to
5pm and on Saturdays from 8.30am to
2pm. Visit Carpetcourt.co.nz and curtain-
studio.co.nz.

NEW CO-LOCATED STORE NOW OPEN!

Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store
217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994

Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

Making

Selected Studio &
Designers Collection
Custom Fabrics*

* Offers are valid until 30/06/24. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

CurtainStudio

Underlay

& Installation®

on selected

get your first

$1,000

of installation

FREE

on selected
hard floor purchases*

N carpetcourt
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Improved roading leads to Paeroa boom
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As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES searches
through old newspapers to
bring you the stories Thames
Valley locals once read about
themselves.

1922

armers had begun flocking

to Paeroa from the Hau-
raki Plains due to improved
roading. Trade with the Plains
was growing every week, and
the increase promised a great
boom for Paeroa.

The growth in Paeroa busi-
ness was evident with five ap-
plications in one month for
new shops to be built. The
installation of an up-to-date
drainage and sewerage system
was also well under way.

The Paeroa Beautifying So-
ciety had been giving attention
to the large section adjoining
the Paeroa railway station and
some exceptionally fine work
completed. The two acres had
been in a very rough state but
now was cleared, levelled and
ploughed. An unsightly fence
had been removed and re-
placed with a rustic one.

The section was seeded in
grass and it was proposed to
sow flower beds and plant a
number of palms.

Trouble though was brew-
ing for Waihi and Karanga-

Paeroa and the Ohinemuri R|ver, taken from the air 1922.

hake. Almost in the same way
that the big mining industries
in Australia had been laid low,
so was Waihi - once one of the
greatest gold-producing dis-
tricts in the world - fading into
the merest shadow of its former
greatness. No fewer than 170
workers were paid off from the
Martha Mine.

Formerly companies, when
reducing staff, had managed
to keep on the married men of
settled habit with homes in the
town, but now the Martha Mine
layoffs included a fair propor-
tion of married men, who had
worked and had their own
homes in the district for years.

The dismissals were said to
be due to the inability of the
company to pay the wages de-
manded by the men, who want-

Photo: SUPPLIED

ed a six hour day, and a five day
week. Not only was work de-
creasing at Waihi but the town
was disappearing.

Owing to high building costs,
it was more economical to buy
a cottage in Waihi for remov-
al to another district than to
build. One agent in Waih1 con-
fessed to having sold 33 hous-
es for removal in one month.
These were being re-erected in
Te Puke, Whakatane, and other
towns in the southern Auck-
land district.

Karangahake was infinitely
worse. This once flourishing
mining township, where the
stampers used to thunder night
and day, was dead. There was
nothing doing at all there as
far as serious mining work was
concerned, and the atmosphere

was that of a deserted village.
Karangahake’s once tidy bowl-
ing green now had cattle graz-
ing on it.

Meanwhile, the Dandy Dixie
Minstrels were to play one
night only at Thames’ Miner’s
Union Hall. Judging from
press notices, Thames could
look forward to seeing a really
capital show. Mr Jolly John
Larkins headed the company,
and his work had earned his ti-
tle of the ‘Rajah of Mirth.” His
comedy was clean, clever, and
original, and he had a style of
presenting humorous songs
and amusing patter that never
failed to cause roars of laugh-
ter.

In Hikutaia, a large motor
truck owned by Mr Manson
made its initial journey from
The Wires sawmill at Maratoto
to the Hikutaia railway station
with a full cargo of sawn tim-
ber. This was the first occasion
on which a motor lorry had
successfully made such a haz-
ardous trip.

The road zigzagged in sev-
eral places, and was none too
wide, and several people had
stated that no inducement
could make them attempt this
trip on the lorry. Previously the
timber had been brought from
the mill about five or six miles
by horse drawn wagons, and
then to the Hikutaia railway
station by the motor truck. Mr
Manson intended to purchase
two motor lorries with a view
to carting the timber by mo-
tor driven vehicles the whole
of the 11 miles from The Wires
to Hikutaia.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. The National Agricultural
Fieldays, now held at Mystery
Creek, began in which decade? a)
1940s, b) 1960s or c) 1980s?

2. Which region of New Zealand
contains the largest raised

peat wetland in the southern
hemisphere?

3. New Zealand band The
Exponents featured which lead
singer?

4. The te reo Maori term
Paihamu refers to which
marsupial animal?

5. How many episodes of the
original Mr Bean series were
made? a) 5, b) 10 or c) 15?

6. How many New Zealand zoos
contain squirrels?

7. Which element is often added
to salt to combat the medical
condition goiter?

8. In New Zealand, which police
rank is one higher than a Senior
Constable?

9. Which European country has
the highest coffee consumption
per capita? a) France, b) Albania
or c¢) Finland?

10. When referring to the CV
joint of a vehicle, what does CV
stand for?
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We provide

Creditor payments
Debtor invoicing
Livestock reconciliations
GST returns

Fringe benefit tax returns
Fuel excise duty refunds
Payroll and PAYE returns
Shareholder register

Newsletters
Word processing
Electronic filing

Minute taking

Monthly financial reporting

Shareholder dividend distributions
Annual General Meetings

frustrated? ||

administration services for
Farmers, Contractors, Maori Land Trusts,
Incorporations, Partnerships, Sole Traders,
Clubs and other businesses

We have the ability to work remotely for any client in New Zealand.
King Country’s
No.1 Administration
Providers
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Assist with employment contracts

Assist with health and safety
Printing, scanning, photocopying

] .

- &

T

Aql
H .l

. A
g o "‘ L iy,
|

Consider Open Adoption—We can help!
Adoption Is Love.org.nz 027-490-7689

Finding out you are pregnant when you are not ready is one of
life’s biggest challenges and this must be an unsettled, stressful
time for you. We believe choosing open adoption may be the
loving and life giving solution for your situation, but only you can
decide. If you are considering open adoption, we are here to walk
thru the process with you, and pro-vide help with finances, legal
and medical referrals, and more. We will be at your side as you go
thru the process with Oranga Tamariki, to face the challenges with
you so you are the one in charge of your baby’s future. We will be
with you as you choose the family of your dreams for your baby,

if you determine you are not ready yet to be a parent. With open
adoption, you will be able to watch your baby grow and be part of
your baby’s life, but not have the many responsibilities

of parenting.

Call us today to learn more about how we can help you through

this difficult time.

(@)

Boardroom facilities
Other administrative duties

ADOPTION IS LOVE

www.adoptionislove.org.nz
info@adoptionislove.org.nz
027 490 7689

Contact us today
021509 878 or 07 878 8640 | 37 Taupiri St | Te Kiiti

sharon@aladminsolutions.co.nz | aladminsolutions.co.nz
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YARDSCRAPERS

FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
From: $2000 + GST

From 2m Wide to 4.8m Wide
Fixed or Oscillating available

OU’NN Ph. (07) 867-6712
N Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning
* Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
 Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more
* On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

~Rural’

Rgal advocacy groups have welcomed
e government’s decision to keep
agriculture out of the New Zealand Emis-
sions Trading Scheme (NZ ETS).

Last week the government announced
it would amend the Climate Change Re-
sponse Act 2002 by January 1, 2025, to
ensure agriculture does not enter the NZ
ETS.

The government will also establish a
Pastoral Sector Group to address methane
reductions on-farm.

Federated Farmers, Beef + Lamb NZ
and DairyNZ welcomed the decision, how-
ever, Labour and the Greens are among
those who are critical.

DairyNZ chair Jim van der Poel said
the announcement was positive, follow-
ing a huge amount of uncertainty for dairy
farmers.

“New Zealand’s dairy farmers are among
the world’s most GHG-efficient producers
of milk, and inclusion in the NZ ETS could
have shifted production to less-efficient
producers offshore, hurting farmers, the
economy and the country. That outcome
would also increase global emissions.

“To remain internationally competitive,
all paths forward must be grounded in a
science-based approach. This will ensure a
profitable and sustainable future for dairy
— and for the rest of New Zealand,” he said.

“While there are currently no significant
technologies to reduce methane emissions
from New Zealand pastoral farms, our
farmers continue to make strong progress
towards measuring on-farm emissions,
and we look forward to contributing to the
government’s methane-reduction work.
Methane emissions continue to reduce on-

Laf @i e Ul
Agriculture dropped
from emissions scheme

farm thanks to farmer action.

“DairyNZ continues to work alongside
farmers and research partners to accel-
erate affordable and effective tools and
technologies for reducing emissions at
farm level — including testing methane-
reducing compounds and delivery options
for our pasture-based farms, and explor-
ing low-emissions forages and genetics,”
Jim said.

“We also welcome continued invest-
ment in R&D across the agriculture sec-
tor to develop new technologies — but it
remains critical that a well-resourced and
co-ordinated extension effort sits along-
side this work.”

The government has previously indi-
cated it will introduce a fair, practical pric-
ing system by 2030. “As a sector, we need
clarity around targets and how a pricing
mechanism would work with appropri-
ate timeframes and incentives, as well as
a selection of practical solutions for use on
farm, before any emissions pricing system
can be effective,” Jim said.

The Labour Party said in a statement
the decision would delay taking action on
climate.

“The longer we wait to decarbonise our
economy, the more expensive it becomes
and the bigger the damage to our indus-
tries and farming sectors in the long run,”
Labour agriculture spokesperson Jo Lux-
ton said.

“It puts market access at risk for our ag-
ricultural products. National’s short-term
thinking will hurt farmers, communities
and livelihoods as the climate changes and
the country endures more extreme weath-
er events like Cyclone Gabrielle.”

TORNADO RANGE

Robust UDOR ltalian
ceramic plunger pump
with brass head. 10
models, both with direct
drive and with low rpm
pump and gear box.
Genuine Honda with 3
year warranty

POWER GUN

Electric Waterblasters.
H.D. 4 Pole (1450 RPM)
Motor & pump with
ceramic plungers and

. brass head.

Output 1450 psi, grunty
11 L/min flow rate

SAVE
UP TO
$500

ALBERTI HOT

SIMMM POWER CLEANER &

Robust Italian made 230V

ELECTROBLAST

NANGE

e L

Two 230 volt and four 400
volt models with UDOR
ceramic plunger

CLEANERS

UDOR ceramic
plunger pump.
Heavy duty 4 pole
electric motor. 230

UDOR

High quality Italian
diaphragm pumps.
From 17L/min to

& 400-volt models. | 240L/min.
Diesel hot water | 290Psi to
heater. | 580psi.

SAVE
UP TO

SAVE

$$$

$400

¥ ¥ pump & low rpm
» | 4 pole (1440 rpm)
i motor for
» g ‘ extended service life
& HURRICANE PTO
WATERBLASTER/SPRAYER
Facd - 250 or 600
% litre tank, 540 7T

rpm gearbox. New
UDOR 3000 psi 35L/
min pump. Blast,
spray and drain clean!

MULTI PURPOSE UNIT
* Blast * Spray
¢ Drain clean!

DM

HAURAKI FLAINS
MOTORS LTD

Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz
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Let’s celebrate first day of ‘play’

By DEBBIE MILLS

une 11 marked the first of-

ficial international day of
recognising ‘Play’. When first
reading about the UN an-
nouncing the first official in-
ternational day of play, my
thoughts were “finally, play is
being recognized world wide”
| then got excited thinking if play through the UN
is now recognized, maybe this will lead on to ‘play
therapy’ being more recognised and more widely
used.

A few people | spoke to in the field of ‘play’ had
no idea about ‘international day of play’, I'm hop-
ing by spreading the word, it’ll have a ripple effect
and next year, it will be celebrated more. It certain-
ly lit a flame in my heart, as play and play therapy
is my passion.

This year marks 20 years since | left the UK after
| was invited by Hospice Waikato to initiate the first
Community Play Specialist role supporting children
and young people affected by life threatening/lim-
iting illnesses and palliative care. Since then I've
spread the word about the importance of play and
now have my private practice based in Ngatea. I'm
passionate about Play Therapy as it’s still not a very
well known therapy in New Zealand. There are var-
ious stages and types of play, all support a child’s
developmental progress, aid communication and
can increase the ability to socialise. Believe it or
not, some children need support to learn how to
play; it doesn’t always come naturally.

Play can occur alone, in groups and with all ages,
cultures, within all social economical backgrounds
and is used internationally for the purpose of a
child’s development and for FUN! As well as play
being utilised for recreational purposes, it is a
child’s language. You can learn alot from observing
a child’s play.

Creative play, messy play, imaginative play, role
play, physical play, social play, nurture play, explor-
atory play etc. the list goes on.

| personally believe we never stop playing, even
within the workforce throughout the day at some
point there is an element of ‘play’, it’s just how
you define it. Throughout my working life (over
30 years) I've been using play to support a child’s
developmental progress, preparing them for life’s
challenges, changes and traumatic events. I've
used play to support a child with heart surgery, am-

putation, chemo, body image, death and the death
of a loved one etc. Play is amazing for supporting
children, young people (even adults) understand
their own or their loved one’s physical/mental ill-
ness, processing trauma, life’s small and big events
and for building connections between whanau and
friends. It’s an amazing ‘tool’ for building connec-
tions, learning life skills and for supporting those
that are neuro diverse, have any kind of disability
or are struggling with life skills. Play really does
have no boundaries. Every day in my job as a child,
youth, family therapist and group facilitator | use a
variety of therapeutic play methods.

I’'m very blessed to be able to utilise my skills at
two local schools throughout a couple of days in
the week, supporting tamariki and whanau pro-
cess feelings, worries and emotions, build on re-
lationships, learn social skills and to work through
some of life’s challenging ‘obstacles’.

Further aspects of my career involve using my
skills to support children and young people af-
fected by blood disorders/blood cancers, immune
deficiency disorders or liver transplants at certain
times throughout the year, all over New Zealand
in a group setting and inclusive environment. Play
Therapy provides a safe way of expressing some re-
ally ‘tough’ stuff and is an opportunity to explore
some really scary, big frightening feelings.

I’'m passionate about what | do and the use of
‘play’, I'm a strong advocate for children and young
people and really want to spread the message
about the importance of play and how it can be uti-
lised. I'm currently on a long journey to obtaining
my Masters in Therapeutic Play, I'm only the sec-
ond New Zealander to embark on this journey. It’s
only offered in Australia and whilst it is a financial,
time consuming process, I'm doing it to gain more
skills for my kete that | can pass on and share with
the children, young people and families | support.

What can YOU do everyday, not just on ‘Inter-
national Play Day’? I'd encourage you firstly to
think back to your childhood, what did you enjoy
playing with? What feelings does this conjure up
for you? Find an activity to do with your child/ren,
all you need is imagination: Create a band using
kitchen items; Make playdough and acknowledge
the changes that occur whilst doing it, what does it
feel like?; Play with cornflour and water; Create a
volcano out of sand, vinegar, Bi-carb, food colour-
ing. Observe quietly your child at ‘play’ or invite
your child to show you how to play!

- Debbie Mills is a child, youth, family therapist
and group facilitator

24/7
MOBILE
= SERVICE

We do Ram Repairs and Servicing

* Hydraulic hose & fittings
» Breakdown services 24/7
* Industrial hoses

* Lubricants & Oils

* Ram repairs & servicing

« General Engineering _;!"‘ﬂ““ 3 w

Hydraulink
Thames

—_—

Ph 07 868 5435  wox 14C Kopu Road
0274 990 924 Nz Kopu, Thames

Best under pressure

Feeling the winter chill?

Enjoy a warm and cosy sleep wi

*MSZ-AP25 indoor sound level on
lowest fan setting in Heating Mode.

Bog

Z’s quietest heat pump ever!

R

from

18dBA’

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

Contact us today for a FREE quote!

SN

Q

) comfort

Specialists in Temperature Control

07 868 8825

comfortgroup.co.nz

o TAYLOR
ROOFING

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,
TPO Enviroclad - Buty! - Epiclad - Torch On

1 TEL: 027 2707 277 1
mh_l![}‘g EML: davetaylorroofing@gmail.com s i
. WWW: davetaylorroofing.co.nz

«“* YAMAHA
Pl

T

GET BEHIND THE WHEEL OF A

MAKE SMART CHOICES
ZERD DEROSIT
ZERO REPAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS
5.95% P.A. FIXED RATE"
1 VEAR FULL FACTORY WARRANTY "

YXM700P

SAVE °1,890""

$21.499.

RIDE AWAY
FINANCE AND SAVINGS OFFER AVAILABLE FROM18 MARCH 2024 T0 30 JUNE 2024.

Terms and conditions apnly. ~*Advertised savings on KR ex GS1: $1.890 an YXk/00P anlv. Available thraush participating autharised Yamaha Matarcycle dealers while stacks
r: £oro deposit and annual
% p.a fixed interest rate

(CUNCURTURY

FIND OUT MORE

BF, YEM/OOFBP, YHM /00
from 18 Marzh 20

Central Motors

B Hauraki Ltd B
60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea » 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 « John - 027 279 6799
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Cltlzens Advice has been
around for a long time.

It was established in the United
Kingdom during World War Il as
a place where people could go to
trace missing relatives.

In peacetime, it has become
an essential community service
and a place people can go to get
free, confidential information and
advice.

This is a volunteer-run organiza-
tion that relies solely on commu-
nity funding.

The Hauraki Citizens Advice Bu-
reau, or CAB, opened in Waiht in
1987 and transferred to Paeroa
in 2019.

With a grant from the Hauraki
District Council, we are fortunate
to lease space from AE Electrical
(in the old Post Office building)
which allows CAB to continue to
provide a much needed and val-
ued contribution to the Hauraki
community.

Some of the issues we can as-
sist clients with include knowing
your rights, consumer issues,
housing and tenancy, employ-
ment, senior services, wills, pow-
ers of attorney and also help
those who are unable to find
information using computers or
mobile phones. In the past five
years, we have experienced a

Hauraki Citizens Advice, from left: Pam, Christine, Sally, Evelyn, Meirene, Sarah, lan and

Alison.

significant increase in demand
for CAB services to help clients
resolve difficult situations.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Currently we are open three days
a week. Our goal is to be open
five days a week but to achieve
this we need more volunteers.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Volunteers can come from a varie-
ty of backgrounds and all genders
are welcome.

You will need to pass a criminal
record check, have good listen-
ing skills, be able to research the
computer database and log en-
quiries.

Free training is given. We work

HAURAKI

in teams so there is always
someone available to help with
the curly questions. Without our
wonderful volunteers we would
be unable to continue to provide
this valuable service to our com-
munity.

If you have three hours a week
or fortnight to spare and would
like to help your community,
please pop in and have a chat.

We are very flexible when it
comes to other personal commit-
ments.

DETAILS: Hauraki Citizens Advice
Bureau in the Old Post Office
building, 101 Normanby Rd (en-
trance in Princes St opp Nga Iwi
FM). Open Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays from 10am to 1pm.
CONTACT: Ph 07 863 7640 or
021 318 946 (office hours only),
Freephone 0800 367 222, email
hauraki@cab.org.nz.

- Supplied by Hauraki CAB

Student volunteers make a difference in their communities

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

hree high schools in the Thames Valley and

Hauraki areas are running different initiatives
to encourage students to volunteer in their
communities.

Students from Waihi College, Thames High
School and Hauraki Plains College talked with
The Profile about the volunteering efforts with
their schools.

Waiht College hosts a volunteer group called
the Leo’s Club, which runs in conjunction with
the Waihi Lions Club. Community Leader and
president of the Leo’s Club Sabine Rush said she
had been with the group for a few years and the
numbers had “rocketed” this year from five peo-
ple to 30.

The year-13 student said she loved the Leo’s
Club and wanted to get lots of students involved

by promoting and putting notices out: “and now
we have this massive group”.

The Leo’s Club helped out at the Waihr Lions
Book Fair on King’s Birthday weekend by sort-
ing books and setting up tables. With “hundreds
and hundreds of books” donated every year,
Sabine said it was one event the Lions needed
help with, especially lifting all the boxes.

The group was also preparing for the Keep
Waiht Beautiful Clean-Up, Sabine said. “Clean
ups are so important. We love helping out with
that.” For students interested in joining the Leos,
Sabine said: “it just makes you feel so fulfilled”.

“I love volunteering. | love helping the Lions. |
know that they appreciate our help everytime -
and everyone else does, the community does.”

Meanwhile, Thames High School students
have been putting their hand up to volunteer in
the community by joining a new initiative called

Doing Hope in our Community

,@. Paeroa Community Support Trust

Are you ready to help make a positive impact?
Join us in creating change that matters!

"Hever doubt that a small group of thowghtjul, committed citizens can

change the waorld; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
{Margaret Mead)

By volunteering with us you will help support and
strengthen our Faeroa community!

Eet in touch with us for more information:

@ adming@pc.org.nz

@ 07 BG2 6110

@ vww.pcorgnz

the Student Volunteer Army (SVA).

Year-13 students Ari-Ella Reed and Caitlin
Jones are the facilitators of the SVA and have
hit the ground running with 64 new recruits,
with an even mix of boys and girls from year 9
through to year 13. Caitlin said it was cool see-
ing people get excited about volunteering.

Thames High career adviser Leanne Ardern
said the group was a positive initiative that
brought the school together.

She said Ari made a list of 15 volunteer-
ing opportunities where students could find
something that interested them. Some of the
options included: The Blind Association, SPCA,
Land, Search and Rescue, and the recent grand
opening of the Porritt Park playground.

Caitlin and Ari’s main goal was get the group
up to 100 members, they said. “It’s the legacy
we want to leave at Thames High.”

When asked if they will carry on volunteer-
ing, even after they finish high school, the lead-
ers said: “Definitely... anywhere we can, we
will”.

Across the Plains, five students from Hauraki
Plains College took part in a native tree plant-
ing project on their teacher’s farm, alongside
Hikutaia School students, who grew the trees
from seedlings. Year-12 students Ayden Dird,
Kyson Drewet, Connor Yeager and Hamish Fos-
ter are seasoned volunteers, and part of the
group who spent a day planting 700 trees on
their teacher, Bronwyn Dyer’s, land.

Mrs Dyer said the planting was along 300

metres of the length of a service drain, which
linked to the main drain for the Hikutaia stream.

Some of the varieties planted were: Ti-tree,
Cabbage, Ginger Wood, Ribbon Wood, Kauri,
Titoki and Coprosma Karamu.

Prior to the planting, Mrs Dyer said one of
her neighbours saw a penguin swimming up
the stream. “It shows the importance of plant-
ing along water banks - they soak up nutrients.”

Seventeen-year-old Kyson said: “it was really
cool that we got to work with the younger kids,
learning about why we need to plant the trees”,
while Aiden said the kids didn’t ask many ques-
tions - they were just busy planting.

The cabbage trees and grasses could handle
wetter ground, down on the lower parts of the
bank, Connor said.

“They thrive in the muddy water”.

Connor said his motivation for doing this
volunteer work was being outdoors, “getting

amongst it” and helping out the community.
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Paeroa trust delivers hope

Join us at the PCST - a team of moti-
vated and engaged people who are
passionate about our Paeroa com-
munity.

At the Paeroa Community Support
Trust (PCST), we have been delivering
social services for almost 30 years in
the Hauraki District.

Operating from two sites: the PCST
Carehouse, and Hauraki resource
centre, both located on Willoughby
St, Paeroa, we continue to support
our community by building on capa-
bilities that empower whanau - tam-
ariki, young people, and seniors, who
all come from diverse backgrounds,
different life experiences and abili-
ties.Being a volunteer with the PCST
is a fulfilling and rewarding oppor-
tunity for you to make a meaningful
impact within your local community.

Feeraa Dorrrwnidy Sageert Trumd

You will have the chance to con-
tribute your time, skills, and passion
towards supporting various initia-
tives aimed at enhancing the well-
being of individuals and families in
Paeroa and surrounding areas.

By joining the PCST’s volunteer
team, you will become an essential
part of a network dedicated to mak-
ing a positive difference in the lives
of others, creating connections, and
building a stronger, more resilient
community. You will enrich the lives
of those you help in a compassionate
and supportive environment. Is this
your time to give back and make a
difference in our community?
DETAILS: For more info and enquiries
please email: admin@pc.org.nz, Ph
07 862 6110, or visit www.pc.org.nz.

- Supplied by PCST

St John

VOLUNTEER WEEK 16th - 22nd June 2024

All aboard the volunteer express!

ew volunteers are needed at
Goldfields Railway — come and
play on your own full size train set!

Goldfields Railway, which is based
at the historic Waihi Railway Station
on Wrigley St, was established in
1980 to preserve the rail heritage of
the local area.

Since that time, the society has
grown to now operate a popular
tourist railway between Waihi and
Waikino, at the start of the Karanga-
hake Gorge, and caters for families
and kids - young or young-at-heart.

Our objectives are not only to
preserve an important part of the
nation’s rail heritage, but also to

preserve the railway as an essential
part of the Waihi district’s historical
identity.

Today the society’s objectives
have not changed from the original
concepts - we cater for people inter-
ested both in the tourism operation,
and the preservation and recon-
struction of railway artifacts.

The 30-minute trip between Waiht
and Waikino travels along the origi-
nal East Coast Main Trunk Line (EC-
MTL) rail bed alongside the Ohine-
muri River, a route made redundant
by the opening of the Kaimai Tunnel
in 1978. The track used by Goldfields
Railway is virtually all that is left of

the ECMTL, and offers views not only
of fabulous scenery, but many of the
original mining operation historical
sites not visible from State Highway
2. New volunteers are always need-
ed, from drivers and guards to engi-
neering and track maintenance.
Come and help us keep our herit-
age railway alive, preserving the past
for future generations, while at the
same time having fun and enjoying
the camaraderie that comes from
like-minded enthusiasts.
DETAILS: For more info, contact:
Martin Drew, email: mbsdrew@
gmail.com or Ph: 027 494 7070.
- Supplied by Goldfieds Railway

ADVERTISING FEATURE

We acknowledge and thank the valuable volunteers who willingly
give their time back to the community through Hato Hone St John.

Without the support of the volunteers, Hato Hone St John would
not be able to provide those programmes and services that help to
reinforce our community’s connectedness, resilience and strength.

Thank you to:

> the volunteers of our Therapy Pets Reading Education Assistance
Dogs programme

the volunteers that help with our Opportunity Retail Shop

the volunteers that run our Health Shuttles

the volunteer Friends of the Emergency Department / Hospital
the volunteers of the Thames Area Committee and our Patron
the volunteers on our Ambulances

the youth and their volunteer leaders in our Youth programme
the volunteer Caring Callers

the volunteer members of the Order of St John of Jerusalem

VVVYVYVYVYVYV

Thank you for your dedicated service and contribution to your
community through Hato Hone St John.

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

Travel back in time and enjoy a ride
on our heritage train with Goldfields
Railway. Journey between Waihi
and Waikino at the eastern end of
the spectacular Karangahake Gorge,
and enjoy lunch or a snack at the
Waikino Station café. Trains run from
Thursday to Sunday, please check our
website for departure details.
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SPORTS

Email your sports reports and photos to

editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

TV RUGBY

Round 10, from Tighhead Ted and Co.
Great crowds were treated to some
superb rugby on the weekend, Waihou
taking home the Dr Dunn trophy for the
first time in eight years, and Whanga-
mata continuing to hold the Coastal
Challenge Shield, adding to the “bloody
long time” they’ve had it.

If the crowd at Te Aroha wasn’t more
than 1000, then it would have been
999. Great to see Boyd Park packed
for this annual clash. Whangamata
too had a bumper turnout, Whitianga
would have been a ghost town with the
number of gold and black supporters in
the crowd - easily 500. They too were
treated to a great match, won in the last
minutes by the home town heroes.
Thames hosted the seemingly unbeat-
able Waihi Athletic Aces, who poured
on the points in the opening spell with
some accurate, aggressive, physical rug-
by that is hard to stop - roll on the last
match of the round when the Paeroa
Green Machine take them on for the
top spot on the ladder.

THAMES v WAIHI ATHLETIC

Rhodes Park, Thames. Referee: Stu
Pinny

The machine rolls on, Thames the latest
to feel the heat from Waihi as they go
10 from 10in the 2024 Premier Division.
Waihi hit the ground running again this
week, almost burning out the Thames
scoreboard as it struggled to keep track
of points and minutes, as Waihi piled on
four converted tries and a penalty in the
first 20 minutes of the match.

Thames tried hard in the opening ex-
change of blows, but the clinical Waihi
juggernaut was just too much, Thames
were just blown off the park thanks to
the accuracy, physicality, aggression,
and skills of the well-oiled machine that
Waihi is this season.

Leading the way up front was lock Dylan
Horne, who has had a huge season after
moving in from the flank. He was re-
warded with the first try of the match
after four minutes. The next three dots
saw the back division cashing in, Ethan
Seymour, Dylan Bellamy and Kahu
Craig-Ranga all adding to their season
tallies. The Quinn Collard masterclass
of goalkicking continued with all tries
converted, and a penalty added for
good measure - not an easy task with
the typical Thames cross/upfield/down-
field/makeupyourmind wind direction.
As the half drew to a close, powerful
number eight Isaac Seiuli scored a won-
der try, shrugging of tackler after tackler
in a try for the ages. Again, converted by
Collard. Thames finally managed to get
some ball and continuity and were re-
warded with a well-taken try to Dwayne
Hughes, who duly slotted the conver-
sion.

A cricket score looked in the offing at
7-36 (unless you're the Black Caps), but
Thames dug deep and after an early
try to Waihi fullback Cam Gerlach, kept
Waihi honest until two late tries took
the score over 50. Thames also added
to their score, Hughes dotting down for
a double, and a personal haul of four-
teen points in the match. A second half
score of 7-17 far more pleasing for the
Taniwha. Thames was outclassed across
the park, but big efforts from hooker
Tate Payze, who didn’t take a backwards

step all day, lock Corbin Saunders, and
Mitch Murphy at halfback who tried to
marshal the troops as wave after wave
of red ‘n” black jerseys came at him.
Thames 14 (D Hughes 2 tries, 2 con-
versions) lost to Waihi 53 (D Horne, E
Seymour, D Bellamy 2, K Craig-Ranga, |
Seiuli, C Gerlach tries; Q Collard 5 con-
versions, penalty). HT 7-36
WHANGAMATA v MERCURY BAY

The Boom Pitt, Whangamata. Referee:
J Higgins

An action-packed match from start to
finish, with tries galore and teeth flying
everywhere, a match for the ages from
the two coastal rivals. It looked like
Mercury Bay had clawed the match
back late in the piece, coming back
from 19-31 down, to tie it up with 10 to
go. The Bay was in control at this stage,
Whangamata flapping and giving away,
but the home side pulled it together to
dot down with 90 seconds left, and then
take the kick-off and grind the clock
down with some ruck work to steal the
match back.

The Bay had a handy breeze in the first
half, and after an early try to livewire
Whangamata lock Ben Laurie, enjoying
his first start for a while, the Bay took
control of the match, taking a 13-5 lead
almost into the halftime korero.
Whangamata were making many er-
rors, forced by the ferocious Bay de-
fence through this period, and couldn’t
exert any consistent pressure. The
second spell started with the breeze
filtering down to a zephyr, and the red
‘n” whites hit the half at full volume, a
try to hard running number-eight Tu-
pou Tonga a minute after the break,
after some fine lead up work by hooker
Jack O’Halloran. 24-13, and the match
looked to be slipping away for the visi-
tors. However, it was not to be so, so,
with hard working prop Tyler Relph
rolling up his sleeves and getting stuck
in. Mercury Bay fired right back, their
backline looking dangerous, and their
forwards hoeing into rucks and mauls
like men possessed. Whangamata 36 (B
Laurie, F McCall 2, J Barfoot, T Tonga, B
Murphy tries; T Raoren 3 conversions)
beat Mercury Bay 31 (C Green, C Hodge,
D Mathew tries; C Curren 2 conversions,

4 penalties). HT 17-13

WAIHOU V COBRAS

Boyd Park, Te Aroha. Referee: S Watts
And the Dr Dunn is on the move to the
country for the first time since 2016
with a convincing win for the Waihou
Mongoose. A massive crowd was en-
tertained to two cracking matches, the
club’s B sides battling to a 22 all draw,
a Snake conversion to tie the game af-
ter 80 minutes, before Waihou played a
match tailor-made to the conditions to
beat their old rivals in the Premier game.
Winning the toss was an important fac-
tor in the match, with Waihou taking
the wind, and proceeding to pin the CO-
BRAS into their own quarter for the first
40 minutes of the match, and pile on a
32-5 margin. The Waihou kicking game
dominated, with Jake O’Connor and
Todd Doolan controlling the match well,
every time a Snake breakout looked
on the cards, accurate kicks would put
them back into jail. An intercept try to
wing Younglei Kanongata’a being the
only bright spot for the COBRAS.
COBRAS lost prop Tyrell Kopua early
in the first spell also, which didn’t help
proceedings. Hard working hooker
Shontayne Dare tried to rally his troops,
but the battle-hardened Waihou eight
never let up, and with their backs tak-
ing control, the writing was on the wall
early.

j §
Finn McCall, of Whangamata, fends off the Bay’s Maui Paurini.

Photo: MARK BROWN

Photo: TVRFU

COBRAS, dead and buried at the half,
came back to win the second 40 by 12-
10, but with their two Valley reps Leroy
Neels and Cam Dromgool out for this
match, and losing Kopua early, the writ-
ing was on the wall. Waihou look to be
building well heading into semifinals,
two close losses to favourites Waihi and
Paeroa prior to this game showing they
are not far off the pace. Waihou 42 (T Er-
ceg, ) O’Connor, S McCahon, C Bracey, D
Morgan tries; T Doolan 3 conversions, 3
penalties; A Raatcliffe conversion) beat
COBRAS 17 (Y Kanongata’a, F Paseka, A
N Other tries; S Schuler conversion).
NORTH v PAEROA

Me old mate the Blue Bull, who grazes
the Waitakaruru International Stadium
through the summer months while
dreaming about numbers, dates, and
scores, asked me to pass this on to our
rugby family out there across the Valley
and Coromandel Peninsula.

“It’s been no secret that the Hauraki
North Blue Bulls have been struggling all
the 2024 season to field both Senior A
and B teams. So after more season-end-
ing injuries in the Mercury Bay game, we
ended up with seven fit Senior A players
left and had to make the heartbreaking
call to pull our Senior A team out of the
TV comp - the first time we have done
this in our long and proud 116 year his-
tory. In all those years we have only de-

faulted three times before this decision
-1932, 2021 and 2024. So we apologise
to the clubs affected by this and thank
the TVRFU and all the clubs in the Val-
ley for your support and understanding
of our situation. A big thanks goes to all
our players who helped to keep us going
for as long as we did, plus the dedicated
management team, club committee,
sponsors and supporters for all your
hard work and support. The Blue Bulls
will continue in the Senior C comp and
will be back in some shape or form in
2025. Good luck to all the clubs for the
remainder of your season.”

SENIOR B Whangamata 29 beat Waihi
Athletic 19; Waihou 22 drew with CO-
BRAS 22; Coromandel the bye

SENIOR C Thames 20 beat Ngatea 10
Hauraki North 34 beat Mercury Bay 12
UNDER 21 Rugby United 33 beat Mor-
rinsville 17

FOOTBALL

Thames FC’s mid-season slump appears
to have ended any lingering title hopes
after key defeats to Waihi and, this past
weekend, Claudelands Rovers Stallions.
Fine weather accompanied the drive
eastwards for the early Saturday kick-off
against a strong Claudelands side bat-
tling at the top of the division two table.
The game started with a squelch, days
of heavy rain leaving the playing surface
soft underfoot.

A promising start from Thames was
quickly undone by two early goals, at-
tacks down the left were finished by
James Pidoke and Ryan Jolliffe, the lat-
ter a brilliant side-footed strike, going
in via the crossbar. Thames responded
well with a good spell of pressure re-
sulting in a goal back. A pinpoint Ryan
Le Roux corner found Jonathan Coles,
unmarked at the back post, and the
Welshman headed in from close range.
The comeback was fleeting - Dernon-
court made a brilliant stretch to clear a
shot off the line, but goalkeeper Slade
Costello rushed out bringing down an
opponent in the process, prompting the
referee to point to the spot.

Ben Williams calmly converted, hand-
ing Claudelands a 3-1 halftime lead.
An early second-half goal galvanized
Thames - a Micheal Kim corner was
flicked on at the front post and found
its way to Coles, who tapped in for his
second. Claudelands tightened defen-
sively to protect their slender lead,
while Thames persisted in pressing for-
ward, though clear-cut opportunities
remained scarce.

Harry Williscoft forced a good save from
Nathan Latchman, and Le Roux narrow-
ly missed the far post with a low left-
footed strike. With the game becoming
more stretched, Claudelands squan-
dered several chances to seal the three
points - the clearest of which fell to John
Flood who somehow failed to convert
from three yards out. Thames finished
the game well but failed to penetrate
their host’s stoic defense with the final
score Claudelands Rovers Stallions 3-2
Thames FC.

“We lost our concentration for brief pe-
riods in the first half which cost us the
game. I'm very proud of how the boys
fought back in the second half - we were
unlucky in the end not to come away
with any points,” player/manager Mi-
cheal Kim said.

Tlrame's) Valley) Club) Rughyj

Saturday June 22nd

SENIORA

Paeroa V

Waihou V

Thames V

Waihi V

All Senior A games start at 2.00pm (unless stated)
Teams named first indicate home team

ylEAcH g

Mercury Bay
Hauraki North
Whangamata

Te Aroha COBRAS

Nick Hoogeveen
& Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

" Busines

ural Solutions

focused on profit aﬁd wealth development

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 8629090
Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Adviser to Achievers

SENIORB
*Waihi Vv
Whangamata Vv
Te Aroha COBRAS - Bye

SENIORC
Ngatea
Mercury Bay

*Venue to be sorted
*Waihou
Coromandel

Sat June 22nd
Sat June 22nd

12.25pm
12.25pm

Sat June 22nd
Sat June 22nd

Hauraki North
Thames

12.25pm
12.25pm
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CALL THE EXPERTS .
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TREE

‘SHAPES
Quatified Andondota

# Treework Large & Small

# Stump Grinding » Hedge Trimming

«= Fruit Tree Pruning = Chipping
For a free quote call

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627

e

;Z
Buzzing with passion in every Detail;

On-site
e Cut and polishes
e Exterior e Wheels & mags
e Ceramic coating e Metal polish
e Sticker and signage removal
+Much More

Beau Lally 0204 191 4851

e Interior

Beesautodetailingservices@gmail.com

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuaALIFieED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years
experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

BUILDING

BUILDERS

THINKING OF
RENOVATING?
WE MAKE IT EASY

0800764 846

www.smithandsons.co.nz

SERVICES

F'HI:'IFEEEIEIHAL
TRADE EEH‘U’IEEE

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

o Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 4 Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges o New build clean/clear
027 242 7268  Odd jobs considered
John Hedges © One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

Lool Electric
= Electricians =
07 868 7151
E:

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

= Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning

3 Coronatian Street, Paeroa

DRivING COURSES

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)

Valley Education offers driving lessons and a range of courses.

I
Photos: SUPPLIED

Valley Education gets locals work-ready

alley Education is now part of Mayoral
Task Force for Jobs in conjunction with the
Thames Coromandel District Council. Need
work? Give us a call and we’ll soon get you
sorted. Just call or text the numbers below.
The Kopu based tertiary education provider
offers vocational training in agriculture, retail,
health and well-being, foundation skills, hor-
ticulture and mechanical engineering, from
level 1 through to level 4, as well as short
courses in chainsaw and barista training.
Valley Education can also upskill your work-
force with their Workplace Communication
courses. These are free for employers and
make a positive impact on your company’s
bottom line. Free transport is available daily
from Paeroa, Kerepehi, Ngatea and Thames.
Executive director Andrea McCartney said
around 150 people came through their

courses each year. “People can study locally
with us and gain qualifications so they're
work ready,” she said.

“Quite often people who haven't finished
their school education come in here and
can get NCEA, plus specific qualifications, so
that’s pretty life-changing for them.”

Andrea said Valley Education was open to
anyone and they were all encouraged to do
the best for themselves.

“We're happy to be a part of their learning
process and see them on their way to wher-
ever they want to go next.”

Our Valley Education driving academy of-
fers driver training, including learner licence
courses and driving lessons towards restrict-
ed and full licences, along with defensive
driving courses - to book, text or phone: 027
314 1577; 07 868 7892.

admin@valleyeducation.co.nz
& Valley Education g—

Ao,

. W 078687892 T

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial

« Carpet - Vinyl
- Laminate - Polyurethane

Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote

= Security Phone : 021020 47027
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz || Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz
1l —
22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames Floozs
\ J
mrecenree W rowea W
THAMES Hunts Home Kills

HIRE CENTRE!

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames
Perrin Newland

Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

Bl  PANTER
“That Painter

Fideniini & 1ogh G
:l'lu'r_p.-h.ll-fﬂlﬁluu ||lfﬂ

* Interior & Exterior « Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured » Workmanship Guarantee

Contact Stan on 0223137911

to discuss your project.

For all your meat and game processing needs.

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
¢ Professional facilities.

* Smoked meats are our specialty.

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
* Game orders over 10kg

HUNTS

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching
» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,
palm kernel, hay & maize silage
PHonNE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

' Flooring

Demgn

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 ¢ Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
* Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

Visit our showroom at:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

MOBILE MECHANIC

~ ' mobile

We come to you...
% Servicing & repairs on all cars, trucks,
campervans, machinery & small engines
9 Batteries available
Phone Brian: 021 259 4779 or 876 5401
Email: robosvette@gmail.com

PLUMBER
Huntly Plumbers
2022 Ltd

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, DRAINLAYING

& GAS REQUIREMENTS

Masier
Pliaribsary

Ph 07 828 9175

Email: admin@huntlyplumbers.co.nz
www.huntlyplumbers.co.nz

$iliy

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

FUNERAL
SERVICES

Direct Cremation for Ngatea/Paeroa/
Thames/Waihi $2850 GST incl

Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

Pre-Planning

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

Now/Servicing your area!
Free quotes, fully insured.
No job too big or too small.

0800 369 669
www.foxmowing.co.nz

HOUSE & PROPERTY
RECOVERY
S1T0 CLEARING SHRVICES

ipEntian Comwdbfing il tRng
FECAARNICHEL E @iRCHITT

o800 TTORRY

Email: admin@hprecovery.co.nz



16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, June 19, 2024

CALL THE EXPERTS Coastguard calls for Volunteers

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

VEHICLE

TYRES & BATTERIES

b Stockists of all major tyre brands

» Exide Batteries with
extended warranties

» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

Ml-ll@]]@

LIQUI
SPEC

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

QU[E]

ASTE
LISTS

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists
Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

[PRECISION

" WINDSCREENS

M/ecoflwwwl

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

WASTE REMOVAL

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,

Building and Farm

Rubbish Disposal

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

CLASSIFIEDS - peadiine 12pm Monday

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

rystal clear waters framed by tower-

ng cliff faces is the best way to describe
Whitianga. The small town boasts pristine
beaches and sacred caves, making it the per-
fect tourist attraction.

Despite the beaches being among the best
in the world, they can also be the most dan-
gerous. A sentiment too familiar for Graham
Caddy, who has been a Whitianga Coast-
guard volunteer for 12 years.

“We are on a peninsula with our eastern
seaboard completely exposed. There’s noth-
ing between us and Argentina so, as you can
imagine, we get some changeable weather,”
Graham said. “On a good day it’s paradise,
but on a bad day it’s treacherous, and that
pretty much sums up our coast.”

The Whitianga Coastguard is the second
busiest unit in the Eastern region, looking
after the body of water stretching from Cape
Colville in the North to Boat Harbour in the
South. With a population of 7000, this num-
ber rises to roughly 40,000 people over the
summer period.

The dedicated volunteers are responsi-
ble for ensuring every visitor can enjoy the
Aotearoa waters safely. From the busy sum-
mer rush to the quiet off-season and every
day in between, the job calls for 100 per cent
dedication to their practice.

“Our programme is different to typical
volunteer programmes. We've got crews on
call 24 hours a day,” Graham said.

The training and commitment required
makes the role a number one priority and
why Graham coined the term professional
volunteer. “We might not get paid, but
there’s a lot of work that goes into being a
coastguard. Our training alone is quite a
structured regime, and it can take up to 18
months before a volunteer becomes quali-
fied crew,” he said.

Open to all walks of life, anyone can be-
come a volunteer. “We take people from zero
to hero with our training, so they don’t need
a background in boating. “But it’s a big com-
mitment to make. We make it clear, part of
being a professional volunteer means there
are requirements and expectations, and not
everybody can live up to those.”

The vigorous training isn’t wasted. Crews
find themselves on the frontline, responding
to incidents off the coast including missing
people and suspected drownings. For Gra-
ham, this can be both the hardest and most
rewarding part of the job.

“It can be challenging conducting a search

under extreme pressure and co-ordinating
all the aspects that come with it, especially
with the vastness of the ocean and the ur-
gency of time. It can really take a toll, with
all the uncertainty and adrenaline pumping
through you,” he said. “A successful out-
come is always the best part of our job and
what we work so hard for.”

The hard work is evident. The Whitianga
team currently has a 100 per cent recovery
rate. The Whitianga Coastguards’ role in
the community recently extended beyond
saving lives. In 2019 the team launched
a cadet programme to teach valuable life
skills to local teenagers.

“The 12-week programme offers a win-
dow into life as a coastguard Volunteer
for students aged between 15 and 17 years.
This includes theory training about survival
skills and rescue techniques, but mainly
practical work on the boats,” Graham said.

“It’s not designed to make recruits of ca-
dets, it’s to give them life skills and teach
them the value of teamwork which is im-
portant.

“The Whitianga Coastguard Unit has a
strong community, with 25 wet crew, 12 ra-
dio operators and four dry crew volunteers
as well as the ten cadets coming through
the program each year. We have a fantastic
and capable team, but its critical we have
the right equipment to support our opera-
tions.”

In a job where there is no room for er-
ror, the Whitianga Coastguards rely on the
Kubota M8540 and M9540 tractors.

“We don’t leave our boats on the water, so
we've got quite a sizable boat shed here. The
Kubota tractors allow us to quickly launch
and retrieve the boats safely,” Graham said.

Reflecting on his time as a coastguard,
Graham sees the community of Whitianga
as his biggest inspiration for continuing.

“Using the skills I've built over the years,
alongside a team of committed volunteers
is amazing.”

Death Notice | In Memorian For Sale Gardening Pets Storage  |Trades & Services| Public Notices
BRENDA Elsie Evans: | HARVEY HAY - small bales. | STUMP GRINDING. We would like to
Born 20.Sep’tse;§1b\elrans Michael, Kenneth: $12 each. Phone All sizes, all areas. KENNELS || STORAGE FENCING hear from you if you
1930, Died peacefully On 15th June ,2023. Charlie on 027 491 3327 gg?rgg(s) sgggd. Ph KOPU, PAEROA CONTRACTOR would like to read the

in her 94th year on
the 10th June 2024.
Dearly loved mother
of Rozalind, Deborah
& Paul, Richard son
in-law & Grant son in-
law, and a special nana
of six grandchildren,
Kate & Husband
Cesar Bernal, Laura,
Sarah & Husband Zac

Mercer, Matthew, Adam,

Deahn, & 12 Great
grandchildren, Harper,
Theo, Xander, Frankie,
Winslow, Memo, Riley,
Olivia, Ethan, Kaia,
Shyla, Laisha.

The family will be
holding a special
gathering on 24th
August to join together
to celebrate her life.

‘_I'_._.-.

A year has gone by so
quickly.

I miss you more than
words can say

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
Love
Chrissie,Carl,Kevin and
Alison

»

SCOOTER for sale
Good condition
$2,500 ono

Ph Ted: 021 167 6777

Handyman

Grazing for cattle
available short or

long term.

For sale, baleage-
milking quality.

Church Notice

Hay from $9, large
and small squares.

0272888193.

Assembly of God
10am Sundays.
Scout Hall.
Baker St, Waihi

Mowing, hedges, fenc-
ing, gardening, carpen-
try, painting, retaining
walls, welding, water-
blasting. Work is good
quality and | will not
attempt to work outside
of my skills. Insured.
Dennis Schuler 022 129
0169

WAITAKARURU Boarding

Handyman Services

Firewood, dry, split,
delivery available.
From $90-$140.
0272888193.

Gardening

®
Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

general gardening services

Units available

THAMES HANDYMAN | 7 5 61 2047 % 5.5m

& BUILDING SERVICES

TE AWAMUTU Residential & Rural bible with us. If so
« hone 021 522 668
Kennels and Cattery. “A “New Units” Retaining walls & more i
Ph 027 440 7101 ; .
great place for your pet to 07 868 3033 High quality JOCELYN
workmanship NEE
sty Carol and Bill Bell ||| Safe n Sound Storage N TOMLINSON
"I|| www.safestorage.co.nz Competitive prices PLEASE RING
Ph: 07-867-3344, SH25 — Call Matt VAL
Storage Unlimited 0211727 148 ON 027 307 1694
Waitakaruru, RD6 Thames| (| 25 Ngati Maru Highway
Kopu, Thames Tiler Work
Clean, secure, dry Wanted

Professional tiling
services. Ph Rob 022
408 4136

Professional Class 5
driver seeks work. 20+

Phone 07 868 9944

Building,
home maintenance &

years experience, clean
licence and excellent

Painter

Thames Valley
Storage — secure, dry

units available, two

Advertise with the
paper that is
being read

Valley Profile

P: 022 130 3885

For Lease

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Need stump grinding?
Any size, any number,
anywhere.
Different machines for
different applications.
Over 20 years

experience.
Short Back n Sides Ltd
We solve your
stump problems.

027 439 0367

Storage

sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966

TOTAL STORAGE LTD ™=

KEREPEHI/ PAEROA | [
10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C's apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Storage

references. Pressurised
vehicle operator
experience.

Painter available, houses,
farm buildings, fences,
etc. Experienced

Quality work, Seeking work due to
Reasonable price. ph | relocation. Ph Gavin
Greg 027 2142442 || 027 530 9180

STORE 4 U Waihi.

Clean, dry, alarmed.
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

PAPER RUNNERS

We have a vacancies for paper runners in
Paeroa & Thames. Immediate Start...
Please contact Geoff:
admin®valleyprofile.co.nz
for more information.
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Making room for new growth in our lives

By MICHAEL WILKES

When we
i moved from
i the coast a few
years back, we left

- behind two stun-

ning young pear trees that would
produce so many massive pears
that we would have to support the
branches so they would not snap.

And when we moved, there was
an old, gnarled pear tree.

I was excited for the coming
fruit season. I watched in an-
ticipation as a few buds formed,
and the spring flowers showed
up. There were not as many as I

expected, but I figured the fruit
would be great. Yet I was so disap-
pointed when the fruit that formed
were so few, and they were as hard
as nuts and grew no bigger than a
cherry. In response I took a saw to
the old tree and grafted in shoots
from the young pear trees back up
the coast. The old becoming a plat-
form for the new.

This tree recently got me think-
ing further about legacy. If that
tree was left in its state, it’s lasting
legacy would have been a fruitless
tree. Yet with a bit of careful plan-
ning and a willingness to remove
most of what was there, the tree’s
legacy for my kids will be one that
fruits in abundance.

We all have seasons where we
need to lay things down or step
aside for the greater good. When
I got married, I stopped going out
mountain biking as much to give
time to that most important rela-
tionship.

We had six years of adventures
together before having kids. Hav-
ing kids meant laying down other
hobbies for a season. Yet now as
they are getting older, I am able
to pick those hobbies back up with
the family. And in my work as the
team grows, I am having to step
aside and let others take the lead
in schools as I step back to support
them.

And for all these areas to thrive,

something had to die or be cut
back.

We have all seen the cost of hold-
ing on too long. A dad who’s never
home in the weekend because he
wouldn't let go of his fishing, or
a workplace that limps along be-
cause a leader won't step aside to
support their succession.

I don’t want my legacy to be like
that old pear tree. Gnarled and
fruitless and holding on, unwilling
to make room for the next genera-
tion. So, my season is one where I
am having to let go and support a
new guard to shine.

A season where there is less of
me and more of them. Both for my
kids and for my team. And maybe

you too find yourself in a season
where its worth considering what
things need to be cut down to sup-
port something new and fresh.
Because our success is never
truly our own and legacy starts to
look more like helping others to
succeed and allowing new growth
to take place where we once were.

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring
and resilience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of
this work is funded outside of schools and
it becoming increasingly challenging in the
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Delicious raspberry, white chocolate cheesecake recipe for you to try at home.

Photos: SUPPLIED

Raspberry, white chocolate cheesecake

RECIPE

For this recipe, you'll need a standard
cake tin, baking paper, hand mixer or
cake mixer and food processor. Enjoy!

INGREDIENTS

1 packet of superwine biscuits
250gm butter, melted

500gm cream cheese, softened

1 cup condensed milk

300 gm white chocolate buttons
200ml cream

1/2 tsp gelatine

1 1/2 cup frozen raspberries
METHOD

Place biscuits into the food processor
and pulse until fine coarse crumbs.

Then add melted butter and press into
a greased or lined cake tin. Place into
the fridge while you make the filling.
Place the softened cream cheese into
cake mixer and beat until soft, then
add condensed milk and beat until
well mixed and glossy.

Microwave white chocolate, cream
and gelatin for 1 minute, then mix to-
gether until all chocolate is mixed in.
Pour into cream cheese mix and mix
well, then fold in frozen raspberry.
Place the mixture on to the biscuit
base and put into the fridge for about
eight hours or until set.

Burton’s Lunch Bar & Catering is locat-
ed at 404 Pollen St, Thames. The Lunch

Bar is open Monday to Friday, 8am to
2.30pm. We're now serving breakfast

and pizza, so come and check out our =" &

selection of fresh cabinet food and
world class pies.

Need catering? We have you covered
from luncheons, suppa, birthdays,
weddings, meetings and any event you
would like to have beautiful food. We
travel right around the Coromandel
Peninsula down to Taupo.

We love creating all foods for any occa-
sion, with the fresh produce from our
local green grocer across the road and
our meat from our own butcher shop
in Paeroa.

- Supplied by Burton’s Lunch Bar & Ca-

R 10,

- BEL

u-:l

We cater from small
private gatherings to
large scale events.

» Weddings &
Funerals
* Corporate Events
*Team Building
Events

facebook @burtonscatering ¢ website burtoncatering.co.nz

How can we help you?

k- i What do we cater’?....Everythlng'
i ! ‘

LUNCH BAR @
And we can cater
to your needs...

* Morning & Afternoon

Contact us to plan the catenng for your next event.

Kris Burton 022 380 9735

email burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com

P

* Buffet
+AlLa Carte

Teas
* High Teas
and more

®,.10 1OVE ‘[U

.UPLE

EXPERIENCE THE
FALLS RETREAT

Dinang expersences, accommodalion,
cooking & gardening workshops

BODKINGS 07 B&3 8770
info@fallsretreat.co.nz

www.fallsretreat.co.nz

Join our monthly
Foodies page
nd receive a feature

-4 artlcle‘abo t your

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

WIKIeD H'ﬂ'I'EL'
BER & KITCHIN

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history
offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Hiza's Llaim bold Gin”
Distilled on site
8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino
Ph: 07 863 8381 « E: info@waikinohotel.nz
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Thames
Centre

P

Open Monday to Friday
9am - 5pm
(closed 12.45pm - 1.45pm)

harmacy®

Thames Medical Centre
817 Rolleston Street

Ph 07 8685100 — Fax 07 2800724
pharmacist@thamescentrepharmacy.co.nz

NEWSPRINT

Roll ends for sale

Trade

Thames
800mm wide, varying lengths,
Industrial supply R _l'st(l) ea i
specialists that work vailable at the
e Valley Profile office:

for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

2 Queen St, Paeroa
Call first to check availability:
Ph 0204 0944 853

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
e Key Cutting ® Sharpening
e Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

Thames Perfect for school holidays

- art and craft,

moving, table coverings

and more

Profile

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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Puzzles © The Puzzle Company
www.thepuzzlecompany.co.nz
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EASY

ACROSS

1 Wobbly dessert (5)
4 Cause to begin (8)
9 Bird of prey (6)

14 Lifeless (5)

15 Slim odds (6,2,1,7)

66 Dried seasoned
sausage (6)

67 Calm (6)

69 Decorated (9)

72 Quick drawing (6)
73 Adaptable (9)

MEDIUM

JUMBO CROSSWORD
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Forever (6)

Not precise (7)
Merchant (6)
Henpecks (4)
Coral reef (5)
Yellowish pigment

]

-
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17 Waxed and dyed 75 Got away (7) 5)

fabric (5) 77 Annoy (3) 36 Wide smile (4) .

18 Application (3) 80 Become one (5) 38 Finish (3) 1
19 Argument (7) 81 Speak bluntly and 42 Accumulate over

20 Pliable, able to be
pressed into shape (9)
21 Warplane (6)

plainly (4,1,5,1,5)
82 Pixies (5)
83 Thawed (6)

time (5)

43

matched (7)

Poorly balanced or

e
-~

24 Raising in rank (9) 84 Egg dish (8) 44 Neaten (4) ]
25 Surprise attack (6) 85 Wooden-soled 45 Remorseful (6)

26 Ask to come (6) shoes (5) 46 Loot (5) .

29 High regard (10) 48 Submarine (5,3,3)

31 Stitch (3) DOWN 49 Titillated (7) ﬂ -_
32 Stick (6) 2 Tired out (9) 50 Label (3)

33 Note (4) 3 Of the moon (5) 51 Surprise (7) ! |
35 Insect (3) 5 Not any (4) 52 Cared for while ill (6)

37 Villein (4) 6 Kettle-drums (7) 53 Deadpan expression |

39 Cirisis (9) 7 New Year song (8,4) beg

40 Having sworntobe  (4,4,4) 54 Mix with a spoon (4) |~

truthful (5,4)
41 Cut-price disposals

()

42 Sexual infidelity (8) 10 Tosses (4) 65 Time’s up (anag) (7)

47 Brown-haired 11 Alternative (6) 66 Wither (7)

woman (8) 12 Thigh-bone (5) 68 Bullied into (7) 5

51 Displayed (5) 13 Church tower and 70 Recovery setback (7) |

55 Change (9) spire (7) 71 Writer (6)

56 Turned out (anag)(9) 14 Art of Japanese 72 Shirk a duty (5) [ ]

58 Imprison (4) flower arrangement (7) 74 Volley of shots (5) .

59 Black sealant (3) 16 Take revenge witha 76 Horrify (5) : . . .
60 Bitter-tasting (4) like punishment (3,3,2,3) 78 Remaining (4) I B

61 Prey (6) 22 Submissive (6) 79 Check and correct |

62 Large water body (3) 23 Narrow connecting (4) e

63 Compensation, land (7) . . . . . . . T . .

amends (10)

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

8 Heath shrub (5)
9 Group of admirers
(3.4)

24 Sore (7)

57
64

experience (3,3,3) v

Fix (6) [
Sailor of long

Ll_1
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-
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ACROSS: 1 False, 4 Golden handshake, 14 Khaki, 15 Scarf, 16 Headstrong, 17 Ladle, 19 Fah, 20 Logbook,
21 Eccentric, 22 Bathes, 25 Chanteuse, 27 Mayhem, 28 Planet, 33 Unoccupied, 35 Rim, 36 Mosque,

37 Scum, 39 Ego, 41 Wealthy, 42 Fasten, 43 Resilient, 44 Trunk, 45 Clarinet, 50 Do, 51 Cleanses, 55 Cacti,
58 Replenish, 59 Scenic, 60 Brother, 61 Ram, 63 Book, 64 Florin, 65 Ink, 66 Highly paid, 68 Sleuth,

69 Issues, 71 Interlude, 76 Latest, 77 Postnatal, 79 Instant, 81 Tea, 84 Opera, 85 Implements, 86 Lilac,

87 Onion, 88 As keen as mustard, 89 Fleet.

DOWN: 2 Anchor, 3 Shrub, 5 Over, 6 Deducts, 7 Nutmeg, 8 Abort, 9 Dignity, 10 Hull, 11 Kidnap, 12 Waifs,
13 Highest, 14 Keyhole, 18 John Buchan, 23 Denim, 24 Berserk, 26 Heckler, 27 Memento, 29 Nucleus,
30 Unreal, 31 Trite, 32 Mussel, 34 Draw, 36 Mogul, 38 Moths, 40 Flea, 45 Carob, 46 Approve, 47 Idea,
48 Edible, 49 Scorn, 50 Dismiss, 52 Errol Flynn, 53 Notepad, 54 Eyelid, 55 Cherish, 56 Pesky, 57 With,
62 Agree, 67 Stetson, 68 Station, 70 Utopian, 72 Nearest, 73 Assess, 74 Gateau, 75 Unsafe, 76 Latin,
78 Tapes, 80 Trial, 82 Fame, 83 Star.
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BAYLEYS

Boundary lines are.indicative only

Boundary lines are indicative only

Miranda 1046 Miranda Road

Versatile land awaits your ambitions 1283

Predominantly flat in contour, this grazing block is positioned with an elevated building site that enjoys panoramic sea Auction (unless sold prior) Tlam, Thu 11 Jul 2024
vistas over the Firth of Thames. Spanning over 12.83 ha (more or less) of fertile, arable land, this property offers 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

unparalleled potential for a variety of crops. The rich, loamy soil, combined with well-maintained fencing, ensures View 4-4.45pm Sun 23 Jun

optimal growing conditions year-round. Situated in a prime location with easy access to major transport routes, this

block is not only a productive asset but also an ideal spot to start your new lifestyle. With a building platform on an Karl Davis 027 496 4633 karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz

elevated site in place this generous land size provides ample room for your dream home. Call today! Sam Aislabie 027 429 5410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
bayleys'C:o'nZ/2315733 SUCCESS REALTY LIMITED, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

SOLD /%

Ngatea 43Hayward Road

Ultimate family home on large section 1,050m I 3 b=y 2

Here's a golden opportunity to secure your ideal first or family home, proudly nestled on1,050sgm (more or less), just Auction (unless sold prior) 1lam, Thu 13 Jun 2024
astone's throw away from excellent schooling at Hauraki Plains College. This two-storey family home sprawls across 96 Ulster Street, Hamilton

150sgm (more or less) and offers three bedrooms, all with ample wardrobing, and a spacious office, perfect for Seth Roe 027 320 6937

accommodating the whole family. The heart of the home is the expansive open-plan kitchen and dining area that

seamlessly connects to a sun-drenched living space. This central location is also conveniently less than 100 kilometers seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

from both Auckland and Hamilton. Connor Davis 027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
bayleys.co.nz/2315652 Y LIMITED, BAYLEYS, AcT2008

leys.co.
bayleys.co.nz @ airpoints*
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ENTERTAINMENT

Debut album a time- capsule of personal growth

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waiomu’s Nur Peach is
coming into her own as

a musician on June 22, with
the release of her debut album,
Syncopate.

The 23-year-old singer-song-
writer, daughter of Coromandel
musician Dylan Wade, said the
release was the fulfilment of a
lifelong dream.

It’s an autobiographical col-
lection, chronicling her first
year at the University of Auck-
land - finding independence,
growing into her sound and
learning to embrace herself.

“It was written while I was in
my first year at uni, and it was
also the year I turned 18, so it
has a lot of themes about com-
ing of age and about taking big
risks,” Nur said.

“I felt like I was coming into
my own musically and learning
alot about who I was, because
I've always struggled with fitting
in. The title of the album, Syn-
copate, is a music theory term
which means emphasising or
accenting the offbeats. But I've
used it metaphorically to mean
daring to be different... [To]
make big changes in your life
and in the world.”

The 10-track album is a de-
garture from f}iler kf;r)lkl roots,

ringing in a funky electropop
sound which Nur said was heav-
ily influenced by her studies.

“There is quite a definite pop
sound in a few of the songs,

Nur Peach is releasing her debut album, right, this month.

and that was something that
was very new for me. Some of
the songs were actually for my
[Bachelor of Music] course,
handed in as assignments,” she
said.

“The whole concept behind
the album... That came from
the song Offbeat, which was in-
spired by something my teacher
said. He said something like, ‘it
helps to be a little bit offbeat’,
and the hook of that song just
flared to my head as soon as he
said that.”

Although Nur wrote the entire

album in 2019, recording was
delayed due to the Covid-19
pandemic, with most of the stu-
dio work taking place in 2022.

Nur and her producer, Scott
Seabright, worked hard to main-
tain the feel of the music even as
her style evolved in the following
years.

“It was really important for
me to keep this one as it was,
because it really felt like it was
such a strong body of work and
so much represented that par-
ticular year in my life. Adding
stuff from other years didn’t feel

Photos: SUPPLIED

right,” she said.

“[It’s] a time capsule of this
really amazing, really beauti-
ful year of my life where I was
probably able to be the most
independent I've ever been able
tobe.”

Music has been a part of Nur’s
life from a very early age - she’d
written more than 200 songs by
the time she left Thames High
School, and performed at the NZ
Spirit Festival, Auckland Folk
Festival and the Prana festival,
as well as singing in Israel and
busking on the streets of Paris.

In 2016, she was the Waikato
regional winner of the Play It
Strange Get Connected song-
writing competition with her
song Feel The Sun, and in 2023
her single release Gift From
Above, featuring Dylan Wade,
was playlisted on Coromandel’s
CFM. However, Syncopate had
been life-changing, she said.

“It was really amazing seeing
the album manifest into some-
thln% that I could actually listen
to all the way through, as op-
posed to just somet 1ng in my
head. It turned out better than I
ever could have imagined.

“The whole experience just
helped me accept myself a
whole lot more. I remember
question[ing] whether it was
dishonest to release a song like
Offbeat before I'd fully accepted
myself. [But] it’s releasing that
brings acceptance.”

DETAILS: Syncopate by Nur Peach
debuts on June 22, pre-sales avail-
able now at nurpeach.bandcamp.
com/album/syncopate.
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AVAILABLE NOW

* 2 bedroom Apartment
on Level 2
* Two Bedroom Villas

ENQUIRE TODAY!

Richmon

Villas

LIFESTYLE VILLAGE

82 Richmond St; Thames

STAGE 1 1S NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!

All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.
The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.
Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom

offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level's shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

www.richmondyvillas.co.nz

PHONE US
to view
by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

g Living the lifestyle, [ovmg the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel
0800 868 5484




