Toxic sediment release turns river bright orange, P3
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Historic hotel checks out

157-year-9|d historic Shortland Hotel building to be demolished
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“-New owner

Mark Milmine stands in the once-grand
er storey of the former Shortland Hotel.
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By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
A- n historic hotel-turned-fire
azard is facing its final days
in Thames.

The former Shortland Hotel,
on the corner of Grey and Pollen
Sts, is scheduled for demolition
in the near future, and its new
owner says it’s unsaveable.

Mark Milmine, owner of 100%
Thames and the new owner of

B the building, said it was too dan-

gerous to keep.

“It's a hazard, it’s uninsur-
able,” Mark said of the two storey
complex, which includes the 670
square metre hotel and Fresho
building, and the adjacent 820
square metre former site of the
Bayon Espresso Cafe.

“There’s letters on record from
the fire department about just
how dangerous the building is.
So it’s important for everyone’s
safety, I think, that it comes down
in a sensible manner, as quickly

. aspossible.

“We have contractors quoting

% at the moment, and as soon as

those are in, we'll proceed, be-
cause I don’t want it to become a
focal point for vandals.”

The fate of the 157-year-old
building drew attention on social
media in July when members of
the public posted that fruit and
vegetable business Fresho, the
former occupants of the building,
were having to vacate. Fresho
ceased trading from the location
on August 1. Mark said their lease

-__IT
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was terminated by the previous
landlords.

Mark said the structure had be-
come increasingly unsafe since a
fire damaged the cafe and gutted
one of the upstairs flats in Octo-
ber, 2019.

“The cafe side’s been unoc-
cupied for many years... [and]
Fresho were in a fairly precarious
position, probably without know-
ing it, just at the state of disrepair
of the building,” he said.

“It’s leaking everywhere, rot-
ting, and falling apart.”

Mark has plans to build a new
retail development on the site.
The size and layout of the devel-
opment is yet to be determined
- he’s still working with Thames
Coromandel District Council on
this - but he said he was keen to
relocate 100% Thames to the site.

“Our current location was
built in the 1890s. It’s not very
practical for modern retail, and
it doesn’t give us enough space
to showcase what we'd like to
present to our customers,” Mark
said.

“A larger, more modern prem-
ises has been on my radar for
eight years and it’s a small town
where decent retail spaces don’t
change hands very often, so I felt
I needed to take the future in my
own hands and create one.”

Mark said he’d like to create a
space similar to the Coromandel
Lifestyle Centre in Whitianga,
with appliances, indoor and

CONTINUED ON P2
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157-year-old building to be demolished

CONTINUED FROM P1
outdoor furniture and similar lifestyle offer-
ings under one roof.

In the meantime, Mark said he was doing
what he could to preserve the history of the
site, even as he plans for its removal.

“I hosted three members of the Thames
Museum committee on Sunday to gather
a photographic record of the original hotel
and more recent additions, and to select
parts of the hotel to be saved from demoli-
tion and donated to the museum,” he said.

“The demolition crowd will try and recov-
er as much as they can, [and] I have been
approached about... some lead-light win-
dows in the old cafe, which apparently have
historical significance.

“That’s important to me, that anything
that is of historical use can be saved.”

The two-storey side of the building has
been part of Thames’ history since 1867.

The Rutland Hotel, later known as Short-
land Hotel, was opened on the site by sea-
faring trader Captain Butt at the beginning
of the gold rush. The building’s frontage still
bears the words, “Butts American - Short-
land Hotel”. The hotel was closed in 1951.

In 1967, local businessman Dennis Lark-
ing had the upper floor converted into flats
and renamed Shortland Place, while the Touenaliem
ground floor became a showroom for car AN
company Zenith Motors. A swimming pool,
verandah and canopy were installed up-
stairs in the late 70s.

Over the years, the ground floor has been
home to a number of businesses, including
Mike Saunders Motors, cafe Bayon Espres-

The now-hazardous building on Pollen St will soon be demolished. Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Zealand’s list of significant historical places,

nor on Thames Coromandel District Coun-

cil’s historic heritage building schedule.
SHORTLAND HOTEL HISTORY, P7-8

so, Beverly Anne Bridal, and Fresho. Dennis
and his wife also lived upstairs for a number
of years.

The building is not listed on Heritage New
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Toxic mining sediment ‘appears to be shifted

By TERESA RAMSEY

man was seen diving into the
right orange waters of the
Ohinemuri River despite warn-
ings to avoid contact with the
water as it was likely to be highly
acidic and contaminated with ar-
senic, authorities say.

The river turned bright orange
on Friday afternoon after sedi-
ment appeared to have been shift-
ed from an old mining asset in
the hills above the Karangahake
Gorge car park, Waikato Regional
Council says.

According to photos on the NZ
History Seekers Facebook page,
the sediment appeared to be de-
liberately released from a mine
called Comstock, which is more
than 120 years old.

“Looking at photos we have re-
ceived, someone has gone to a lot
of effort to open up this mine,” the
post said.

“Please stay away from the en-
trance of this mine due to collaps-
es inside the mine that will be un-
stable due to the [sheer] amount
of sludge that has been released.”

The Department of Conserva-
tion has put up signs near the site
warning track users of potential
contamination.

Council regional compliance
manager Patrick Lynch said staff
would now complete a thorough
scene examination, including how
the event occurred and what a
“normal” discharge from the mine
should look like.

“We really want to understand
how this event happened and that
investigation will take time,” he
said.

Council said staff had taken wa-

kS

The Ohinemuri River was bright orange on Friday afternoon.

ter samples upstream and down-
stream, and taken more samples
of the settled sediment, with re-
sults expected on August 27.

“We only know what could be
lingering inside a mine and that
could include residual arsenic and
heavy metals, so people need to be
cautious and not touch any of the
orange sediment that still may be
lingering in the environment.

“The colour indicates it will be
iron-related, but it is likely to be
highly acidic so again we advise
people to treat it as contaminated
and not touch it,” Mr Lynch said.

Substances that may be found

in old mine assets could include
residual arsenic and heavy metals
such as cadmium, chromium and
antimony, and they could cause
risk, so avoiding skin contact was
the main thing, he said.

“We are testing for these heavy
metals, and also mercury, both to-
tals and dissolved.”

The flow of water coming from
the shaft was running relatively
clear by Saturday.

“There is still sediment that has
settled in the river in quiet loca-
tions or around rocks, but most
of it has been flushed through the
system,” Mr Lynch said on Mon-

day.

A rain event would wash the
contaminant away, he said.

“The more water it’s exposed to,
the more diluted it will get.”

However, heavy rain forecast for
this week may trigger more flush-
ing of the settled sediment down
the stream, into the river, he said.

A plane was being used to see if
a sediment plume was apparent in
the Firth of Thames, or whether it
had dissipated, he said.

Meanwhile, Hauraki District
Council asked people not to enter
the water.

“Our Paeroa water supply intake

e "':‘JF . s

DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA Sediment came from an old mine.

KARL WILLIAMS

is upstream of this so is not affect-
ed, however we'll be monitoring
the situation carefully.”

Coromandel Watchdog chair
Catherine Delahunty said toxic
heavy metals persisted in the en-
vironment from the effects of min-
ing.

“The impact on the Ohinemuri
river and the species living in [it]
will not be good,” she said.

“The Ohinemuri River also runs
into the Waihou River and thus
into the Hauraki Gulf.

“Dilution does not solve the

roblem, it merely redistributes it
rther afield.”
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By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A- group of Thames High
chool students got to put

their outdoor education skills
to the test during a set of chal-
lenges held in Cambridge on
August 2.

The mixed team of eight stu-
dents competed in the Get2Go
Regional Challenge, which
involved a combination of
outdoor adventure activities
such as orienteering, kayak-
ing, mountain biking, stand-
up paddleboarding and a bit of
problem solving - but there’s a
catch.

Students needed to under-
take each challenge in under
60 minutes and were required
to work together as a team and
use skills such as communica-
tion, problem solving, plan-
ning and decision making.

Thames High physical edu-
cation teacher Rod Edwards
told The Profile even though he
was the teacher in charge, his
job was to just transport the
students there and allow them
to solve the challenges and lead
themselves through it.

Mr Edwards said there were
between 10 and 12 teams in to-
tal but “we were just interested
in how many mixed teams we
were competing against”.

Te Kura Tuarua o Te Kauvaeranga

Thames High School

Thames High School squad ready to compete at the Get2Go Challenge e

Thames High came fourth
out of the five groups that en-
tered the mixed category, he
said, but were supportive of
the Whangamata Area School
team who came first overall.

“That’s fantastic for such an
incredibly small school, but

also [for] an area school to win
something like this is huge.
And they’re now going to the
nationals,” he said.

“We’re putting a lot of sup-
port in behind them and a lot of
encouragement.

“We hope they win the Na-

arlier this

Photo: SUPPLIED

month.

tionals.”

Mr Edwards said the students
planned to head over and train
with the Whangamata Area
School team while they build
towards nationals.

Meanwhile, Thames High
year 10 student Jodie Louden

www.valleyprofile.co.nz

allenge

said she was looking forward to
taking some of the knowledge
from the Whangamata team
and to build on her team’s abil-
ities.

Jodie said the Get2Go Chal-
lenge was a great experience
with a lot of team bonding
and challenging obstacles
that “pushed me and my team
mates”.

Her team worked around
their challenges by splitting
into two groups and problem-
solving, she said.

It was “quite stressful” in the
last six minutes of their moun-
tain bike race, Jodie said.

“We had to get as many laps
as we could before the timer
went off.”

But one thing that stood out
to Jodie was her team’s posi-
tive attitude, she said.

Between challenges, Jodie
said the team members reflect-
ed on the last activity and ways
they could have improved.

One memorable moment for
Jodie was orienteering and
“getting lost in the bush”, she
said.

Jodie’s advice for students
who were interested in tak-
ing part in the challenge next
year was to “give it a go, and go
hard”.

Kia kotahi ai te piki ake, kia ikeike rawa ki te taumata
We grow together to achieve ones true potential

Get to Go Challenge
The Get2Go Regional Challenge on

Friday 2 August was an exciting day
of orienteering, kayaking, stand-up
paddling, mountain biking, and
problem-solving at Lake Karapiro.

Designed for all fitness levels, the
event featured three 60-minute
challenges: Mountain Biking,
Kayaking and Orienteering.

Despite our team’s limited
experience and the cold waters of
the Waikato River making kayaking
parficularly challenging, we scored
points for each activity.

We performed well, learned
valuable lessons for next year, and
enjoyed excellent teamwork and
outdoor fun.

Cadet Competition Wins
Congratulations fo Skylar Swindells
and Eli Lester (Year 10), Lexi Thomas
(Year 9) for winning first place in the
Senior Team Dirill & Inspection at the
St John Cadefs Competition on
Sunday 4 August. Special recognition
goes to Skylar, who also earned first
place in Pairs 3 & 4. The cadets
showcased their skills in first aid, drill,
and communication.  With 70
participants from Years 7 to 13, they
tackled scenarios like CPR,
amputations, and burns,  using
realistic casualty simulations.
Excellent work, team! For more
information on the St Johns Cadets
visit their Facebook page Hato Hone
St John Hauraki / Coromandel
Community

SUCCESS

Sporting Success
Congratulations to Deputy Student
Leader Hunter Growden (Year 13)
for being selected to play in an
invitational Under 18 New Zealand
rugby team at the World Schools
Festival in Abu Dhabi.

Congratulations to Harley Harris
(Year 12) who has been selected to
trial for the New Zealand U18 Touch
Team. He represented the Thames
Valley Team Ulé Mixed for the
season of 2023/24.

Congratulations to Ellie
Johnson (Year 12) for her
recent Gymnastics wins
at the Gym-for-All event
in the Bay of Plenty.
Winning Gold and Silver
in five disciplines.

Sports Exchange Northcote College
Tuesday 30 July was an incredible
day at our yearly sports exchange
with  Northcote College. While
Northcote College were victorious
we competed with spirit and a
great time was had by all.

Sports Student Leader Mia Wilson
(Year 13) had this to say about the
events of the day:

“We were welcomed with a
beautiful powhiri and the sports
events were the highlight of the
exchange! The games were both
challenging and exhilarating, and |
felt that our teams played
exceptionally well.

Overall, the experience was very
memorable, and | hope that it will
continue to be so for the years to
come."

Visit Thames High School website www.thameshigh.school.nz ~ () Thames High School Events and Celebrations ~ Ph +64 7 868 8688
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More than 1000 hours of service celebrated

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

A-round 70 people from
cross Hauraki and Co-

romandel were recognised in
a ceremony on August 19, for
their dedication to Hato Hone
St John.

A whopping 1115 combined
hours of service was racked up
between the recipients, whose
roles ranged from employed
paramedics and emergency
service responders; volunteer
caring callers, opportunity
shop workers, friends of the
hospital, transport drivers;
and more.

The ceremony, held at the
Thames Union Parish, was a
chance for the organisation to
show its appreciation for their
hard work.

Awards handed out included
five-year service pins, 10-year
service medals, and bars for 15,
20, 25, 30, 35, 40 and 45 years
of service.

One award recipient, Don
Mahoney, received his 55-year
bar of service. The bar, to be
attached to his previously-
awarded 50-year service med-
al, recognises the longest serv-
ing and most dedicated mem-

son handed out parliamentary

said.

D1strlct Mayors

Clockwise from top left: The proceedings were
opened with a procession and presentation of the
colours. Don Mahoney is recognised for 55 years
of service in St John. Sir Richard Blundell, the
patron of St John, addresses the crowd. The award
recipients.

Len Salt

Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

have shown to the community.
“The service award is for ex-

bers of St John. Don joined St
John in 1966 and was made
a Member of the Order of St
John in 1994. He is currently
a paramedic at Thames Ambu-
lance Station.

Coromandel MP Scott Simp-

certificates of appreciation for
those celebrating 20 or more
years of service.

“We have a rugged, geograph-
ically challenging region, we
have weather, we have a [ma-
ture community],” Mr Simpson

“This is an organisation that
remains true to the values of
the founders... [and] apply
those values today. An event of
this sort is a physical manifes-
tation of the thanks we give as a
community.”

and Toby Adams were also in
attendance to celebrate the
dedication of their community
members, as was St John’s pa-
tron Sir Richard Blundell.

Sir Blundell said he was proud
of the dedication the recipients

emplary service,” he said.
“Welook after people of every
race, creed and colour in this

COlll'ltI'y.” Fodm rand
Jaumallsim
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rom humble beginnings to leading the
way in the furniture/retail industry, our
family business at Superprice Furniture is
a story of ambition and growth.
Reflecting on our journey, it's heart-
warming to see how far we have come.

Going down memory lane and our
journey so far...

Kamal started the business with just
three lounge suites from his garage until
he found a store in the right location.

Initially, only a few suppliers wanted to
do business, however, now he has part-
ners from all over New Zealand and over-
seas eager to collaborate.

Superprice Furniture specialises and
promotes New Zealand made lounge
suites, mattresses, furniture from Coast-
wood, Sofa Factory and Majestic.

There is also an incredible selection of
furniture and décor pieces sourced from
leading suppliers like Furniture By De-
signs, Debonnaire, Rembrandt, French
Country and more.

Kamal finds this rewarding and rein-
forces his belief in hard work.

You promote your business as a family
business, who is working beside you?
Kamal believes he couldn’t have achieved
everything alone.

Initially in a partnership, he now relies
solely on family members, each with their
own expertise and strengths, which has
helped him bring his business to the en-
visioned level.

Kamal’s bed store is managed by his
brother-in-law, Sanket, who specialises
in retail and information technology, han-
dling logistics and website management.

Kamal’s sister-in-law, Sriz, is an ex-sea-
farer who switched to a career in interior
decor and design.

Her creative mind and experiences
have helped us elevate the merchandis-
ing of all our stores and assist our clients

X1

Journey of three Iounge suites to three stores

e

R
o

Kamal, left, with Sriz and Sanket are ready to assist customers.

to elevate their spaces. She sources the
unique decor pieces and furniture and
helps us in our day to day business opera-
tions. Diamond, Kamal’s cousin, success-
fully runs and manages the Whitianga
store.

What do you think your customers
are looking for and what’s popular?

We prioritize understanding our custom-
ers’ needs, turning many into loyal repeat
customers.

Our local community’s overwhelming
support and word-of-mouth recommen-
dations from satisfied customers have
brought others from far and wide to shop

with us.

Our adjustable beds, customised size
lounge suites and more do really well in
our Thames Stores, while our décor piec-
es and designer and contemporary furni-
ture does really well in Whitianga stores.

Both areas have different demograph-
ics and tastes and we do our best to un-
derstand and cater accordingly.

What’s next for Superprice?

At Team Superprice, we understand the
importance of family and the impact of
coming together.

We often get clients living alone or with
family living far or overseas, or not sure

Photo: SUPPLIED

how they could make best use of their
spaces - that’s why we’re thrilled to an-
nounce our expansion to offer personal-
ized home visits, ensuring you find the
perfect furniture and decor.

In addition, we’re revamping our web-
site for seamless nationwide access,
making it easier than ever to bring com-
fort and style into your home.

- SPF Furniture Thames 513 Pollen St,
Thames, Ph 07 211 6954
- SPF Bed Shop 543 Pollen St, Thames Ph
07 211 9307
- SPF Furniture Whitiganga 33 Albert St,
Whitianga, Ph 07 280 0367

- Supplied by Superprice Furniture
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By Parawai School principal Jordan
Palfrey
uring term two, Parawai
School’s big unit of learning
covered Planet Earth & Beyond
integrated with Matariki.

Our akonga/learners developed
their literacy, science, arts, maths
and matauranga Maori through
these varied and wonderful units
of learning. Budding scientists de-
veloped critical understandings
of our solar system and the many
aspects of space, planets, aster-
oids and everything in between.
With the guidance of Dr Korohere
Ngapo, our teachers integrated
the kaupapa of Matariki (as it per-
tains to our Hauraki area) within
their teaching and our 3akonga/
learners shared this with whanau
through both their shared digital
learning and through the amazing
art displays we had in our hall.

Whanau feedback was incred-
ibly positive towards the high

standard of work our students
displayed for them.

For many of our visitors, the
Kapa Haka was a highlight as they
showcased Hauraki waiata they
have been learning and perform-
ing. All of the learning was cel-
ebrated with our annual Matariki
week at the end of term two.

We had many whanau members
attend our final celebration of
Matariki to see the awesome art
work and enjoy the community
hangi. The hangi was only possible
through the amazing donations of
both food and time and the com-
bined efforts of our school com-
munity. This highlights our values
of Manaakitanga and Whanaun-
gatanga and will have a lasting
impact on our students showing
what can be possible when we
come together as a team.

It was a delicious, colourful
event. Nga mihi mahana ki a kout-
ou katoa.

Parawai School celebrates Matar?ki with community hangi.

Parawai School embraces Matarlkl learmng

)

Photos: SUPPLIED

Parawai School Kea class art pieces on show.

Digital art for community

With Apple resources at our finger-
tips, we were able to captivate our
students’ imagination and knowledge
with this hologram activity. The tama-
riki, enabled with their own allocated
ipad, were able to research, design,
measure, develop their geometry
skills, animate and produce their own
story of the star they had chosen.
All this resulted in an outcome to be
proud of - a hologram depicting their
interpretation of a Matariki star.

One celebration from our Matariki
learning was to present an art piece
for the community to admire during
our Matariki hakari.

The children were challenged to ex-
tend their knowledge and using tech-
nology were able to present their
work in a new and unique way which
encompassed their creativity and

knowledge. The everyday access to
their ipads enables the learning and
integration of key curriculum areas
while inclluding the key school values.
Each child has the opportunity to
learn and discover components of
ipad apps like Keynote and Sketches
School while using literacy, maths,
colours, patterns, design and anima-
tion, to present their individual work.
The options can be limitless.

Matariki - a time to come together to
honour the past, but also to embrace
the future.

Tino pai Room Piwaiwaka.

Thanks to Gateway Glass who sup-
plied the perspex for our giant holo-
gram catcher.

“The best part was making my de-
signs and then putting them into my
star. It was cool to see it floating. |

didn’t think it was going to be that
easy!” - Olivia, 9
“I like how realistic it looked and see-
ing all the people’s faces when they
saw them.” - Vaylen, 10
“I think they are really cool because
I could use my colours and it was fun
doing a new way to make a picture.”
- Micah, 8
“Mine was so cool how it changed us-
ing the animation from the kauri into
a whale and then | got them to go
together to make a star.” - Rylee, 9
“My best bit was when the hologram
catcher made my star float.” - Jordan,
10
“I was proud [of] how | worked out
how to use the keynote animation
and was the class expert to help oth-
ers” - Jett, 9

- By Piwaiwaka Class

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT PARAWAI
SCHOOL?

Korora class created a mural based
around our local Taniwha Ureia. After
research and based on stories from
our kaumatua, we learnt that Ureia
lived in and around Tikapa Moana
(Hauraki Gulf). He is known to have
been a shape-shifting taniwha. This
is our interpretation of our local tani-
wha Ureia, a mokai/pet and beloved
guardian of the Hauraki people.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

2024 has seen a substantial increase
in International students to Parawai
School. We love to welcome all of
the new students and their whanau
into our learning community and it is
always fantastic when there are op-
portunities to share aspects of differ-
ent cultures and languages with one
another. All classrooms at our school
have hosted International students
this year and it allows our students to
experience a whole new culture and
practice our school values, especially
whanaungatanga and manaakitanga.
We have many short stay students and
whanau who stay between three and
four weeks as well as longer term stu-
dentswhostayforatermorevenayear.

STUDENT VOICE

“Hello my name is Ellee and | have
been part of the TCDC youth voice for
the past 11 months. Every month we
have a meeting and talk about what
could be better in our town and what
can be changed. There are around
nine kids that go and they are from

three different schools Parawai, Mata-
toki and Pdriri. This program goes onto
high school as well. So far we have
been brainstorming ideas, walking
around the town looking at different
art pieces/murals, shops etc, and how
we should have a cute space for youth
to go and study, eat, listen to music, or
just hang out. A place where anyone
can come and feel welcome and safe
and much more. I'm also excited to
continue my journey with youth voice.”
- Ellee Blank, 13

“At Parawai School, we have a great
programme known to students and
teachers as Breakfast Club. Breakfast
Club runs on Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays, and offers free breakfast to
all students. We are lucky to have vol-
unteer parent helpers who do run this
for us. They provide a range of cereals
and tinned fruit each day while on the
third day, the menu consists mainly
of toast, generously offering a variety
of toppings. Every day that Breakfast
Club is open, they provide free Milo’s
for all the students to enjoy, warming
up their throats between mouthfuls
of cereal and fruit, and helping wash
down their toast. Parawai School
Breakfast Club is a wonderful commu-
nity, great for making sure no students
miss their brekkie, and purely making
someone’s day with a radiatingly kind
smile.”

- Sophia Haakma, 13

“Another amazing activity at Parawai
School is Epro8. Epro8 is a competition
where groups of four students from

across the country compete against
each other in engineering challenges
including: a toaster that can launch
toast more than 2.5 metres into the
air, a fully functioning scale, a scaled
up version of an old toy and a work-
ing air duct. This year’s Parawai team
managed to make it all the way to the
grand finals doing the challenges men-
tioned above and managed to place
fifth in the whole North Island. Epro8
is an incredibly entertaining activity
for participants and spectators alike.
Epro8 runs once per year from Year 5
all the way up to Year 13. Along with
Epro8 there are still many more activi-
ties to do at Parawai School, so keep
on reading.”

-Alex Atrill, 12
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‘Butt’s Corner’ famous for meetings, speeches, fights

Dead
Pt

As part of a Valley Profile series,
MEGHAN HAWKES explores
our local history by seeking out
stories of life and death in the
Thames Valley

man tossed to a considerable

height by a bull at Butt’s Corner
outside Thames’ Shortland Hotel in
1871 was par for the course for the
once famous area. In its heyday the
corner was a rendezvous for min-
ers, dignified, elaborately tattooed
Maori chiefs, wahine of great beauty
and kaumatua smoking clay pipes.
It was the scene of public meetings,
polling day crowds, fiery speeches
and frequent fights. Grievances were
aired, loafers loafed and protests, pa-
rades and processions passed by.

Captain John Butt, from the earliest
days of the Thames goldfield, proved
to be a man of enterprise, going
heart and soul into the advancement
of the town — whether in business or
entertainment. He was described as
the right man in the right place.

The first township of
Thames was named Shortland after
Willoughby Shortland, an English
naval captain who served as Colonial
Secretary and Acting Governor of
New Zealand. It consisted principally
of tents and crudely constructed
stores on mudflats but within weeks
of the goldfield being proclaimed on
30 July, 1867, Butt’s Shortland Ho-

anding place on the K;

land Hotel and American Theatre, centre, 1868.

tel was open. It was a weatherboard
building, originally intended as a
house for Ngati Maru Chief Hauauru
Tikapa Taipari, who was later baptised
Wirope Hotereni - a Maori transliter-
ation of Willoughby Shortland.

The hotel was a large building, soon
crowded with diggers drinking and
discussing prospects of all kinds.

In one room men paired up and
danced to a fiddle. The Shortland Ho-
tel was replete with every comfort
and was said to put more pretentious
hotels to shame. Outside stood a co-
lossal Maori image used as a lamp
post.

By January, 1868, Captain Butt had
built the American Theatre adjoining
his hotel. This was capable of holding
600, while the bar had a ‘liquoring
up’ capacity of 200. The cellar under-

neath held 60 large casks of beer and
great quantities of iced drinks. The
Pollen St frontage was handsomely
fitted for private apartments in every
way suitable for newly wealthy min-
ers. Behind the theatre was an elabo-
rate kitchen range, able to supply a
table for 200 people.

The theatre was leased and run by J
L Johnny’ Hall, a famous actor and co-
median. The theatre scenery was de-
signed by artists Thomas Monkhouse
and George Fawcett. The ventilation
of the building was provided by large
louvre lights, and the vomitories, or
means of egress, ingress or regress to
the building, were ample for a crowd.

Butt’s American Theatre would go
on to pulse nightly with the entertain-
ments of burlesque, drama, variety
troupes, and acrobats. There were

ek

auaeranga River showing part of Shortland, Thames, and Butt’s Short-

Photo: SUPPLIED
fundraising performances, rowdy
public meetings, lectures, inquests,
Maori Land Court hearings, and on
Saturdays, a couple of thousand
men were to be seen milling about
there. These were the days of the
picturesque digger - with his red Gari-
baldi shirt, neckerchief, silk sash, and
brown beaver slouch hat.

The NZ Herald correspondent was
astonished that this building, which
on the 1st of August, 1867, was be-
ing built as a whare for Chief Taipari,
was now enlarged and extended into
a handsome hotel, with extensive ac-
commodation and a theatre. “As one
of our very earliest and still our most
enterprising men,” he wrote, “we all
here wish Captain Butt a good voyage
on his present ship.”

John Butt was born in 1830 in Sus-

sex, England and at the age of 14 be-
gan an indentured apprenticeship in
the Merchant Navy. By the age of 21
he had earned his Masters Ticket for
Shipping and in his career he would
go on to sail to nearly all parts of the
globe.

In 1852 he married Ann Wood and
a few years later the couple came to
New Zealand, settling in Auckland. He
worked principally on the schooner’s
Osprey and Henry sailing between
several New Zealand ports, and once
to Tahiti to bring back an exotic cargo
of oranges, pineapples, coconuts,
preserved bananas and arrowroot.
Ann and John had a daughter, Annie,
in 1856 but within days of the birth
Ann died. Annie survived only a few
months, dying early the next year.

In 1858 John married Mary Ann
Bell and the couple would go on to
have 10 children. In 1860 he began
working for Henderson and Macfar-
lane’s Circular Saw Line — a sailing
ship fleet established in 1842 in Auck-
land. He commanded the Constance,
one of the vessels trading between
Auckland and San Francisco.

Between 1862 and 1866 John and
Mary Ann suffered the loss of two
children before they reached a year
old, although their first three sons
survived. In 1865 Captain Butt start-
ed business as a shipping agent in
conjunction with Captain Anderson
in Auckland.

John Butt’s initial reaction to the
Thames goldfield was one of caution,
and a misleading newspaper article
suggesting he possessed a fine speci-
men of gold indicative of great riches
to be made at Thames drew a heated
rebuttal from him. “The facts of the
case are simply these: | received as
a present a small specimen of gold

CONTINUED ON P8
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winer- HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE
wuer>- WE CAN COME TO YOU
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2012 Subaru Impreza 2008 Mazda Demio
1.5Ltr Auto, Low Kms, Alloys, 1.5Ltr Auto, Sport Model, TOP BUY

TOP CONDITION v

- e

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2004 Honda Accord Euro
6 Speed Manual, MUST SELL

2012 Mini Cooper ‘S’
1.6Ltr Auto, Turbo, Low Kms,
Immaculate Condition

NOW AT
4,990

2015 Holden Cruz Equipe

1.8Ltr Auto, Low Kms, Supurb

$5,990
2018 Honda Jazz RS

Manual 6 Spd, NZ New

$11,990
2007 Mazda Axela

Manual, Alloys, Sporty

2006 Mercedes Benz B170

Auto, Low Kms

SPECIAL
$15,990

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz
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Tragedy sees Butt list Shortland H

from miner, and | showed the same
to three or four persons here, but
positively refused to send it to town
[Auckland], as | did not consider it
sufficient to warrant the belief in a
payable goldfield... | should be very
sorry to be in any way connected with
creating a rush to this place, which at
present is totally uncalled for... At all
events, | trust for the future you will
not use my name on such a subject,
without my written authority.”

He did not want, he said, to appear
a swindler. However, by September,
1867, the partnership with Captain
Anderson dissolved; John Butt was
well and truly established on the
Thames goldfield. He became a suc-
cessful businessman and a civic lead-
er, chairing dozens of meetings, often
at his hotel, and was the driving force
behind establishing a municipal-
ity at Thames, building the hospital,
churches, and a wharf at Shortland,
supporting the formation of Pollen St
as well as arranging Christmas sports,
regattas and fundraising for local
causes.

On 1 March, 1868, a daughter, He-
lena, was born to John and Mary Ann,
likely the first white child born on the
Thames goldfield. Their daughter
was not to enjoy life in the town that
her father worked so hard to support;
she died six weeks after birth.

John Butt was elected to the Auck-
land Provincial Council for the elec-
toral district of the Thames goldfield
in 1869. By 1870 moves were afoot
to present him with a testimonial in
recognition of his services and the es-
teem in which he was held. In 1871
the Shortland Hotel and American
Theatre were briefly put up for sale
but there appeared to be no takers.

In 1873, with the opening of the
Whangamata goldfield, a township

The Shortland Hotel building today.
was established at Hikutaia, the track
to Whangamata being in the locality.
Captain Butt, with an eye to business,
promptly built a large hotel there.

“The lower end of Shortland
is, | hear, to be reproduced at Hi-
kutaia. There will be a court house,
with Butt’s Corner opposite,” mar-
velled a Daily Southern Cross report-
er. The rush subsided and the place
became deserted, and Captain Butt
was compelled to close his hotel, af-
ter having spent a very large sum of
money on it. In 1874, he was elected
to the Thames Borough Council and
proved a spirited councillor with a
peppery temperament, once leav-
ing the Mayor visibly upset. In some
quarters he was referred to as the
“fossil politician’ of Thames.

In 1876 tragedy hit the family when
seven-year-old Edwin died. Captain
Butt’s health began to fail and in April,
1877, he put his Shortland Hotel and
American Theatre up for sale again.

Amongst his stock were rare and
valuable engravings, a large eight-day
clock, a case of stuffed birds, a chan-
delier and hot water fountains. “The
Shortland Hotel and Butt’s Corner
carry with them the oldest associa-
tions of European settlement in this
district, and John Butt was a pioneer

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
in every respect, enterprising and en-
ergetic in promoting progress,” The
Thames Star said.

In July, 1877, yet another son, four-
year-old Frederick, died, a newspaper
notice asking English and Californian
papers to please copy.

Despite the hardships, John Butt
carried on. In October, the agency
of the steamers Durham, Enterprise,
and Lalla Rookh were transferred
to him and he opened business as a
shipping and commission agent in
his new premises, the old Royal Ho-
tel, in Pollen St. He also opened a
large store near Shortland Wharf, ca-
pable of storing 300 tons of merchan-
dise. In January, 1878, he ran for a po-
sition on the Thames Harbour Board
but was defeated. By December of
that year he resigned as agent for
the Auckland and North Shore Steam
ferry company, unable to attend to
business due to sickness.

The final blow came in January,
1879 when his 14-year-old son Wil-
liam, a bright, intelligent lad, drowned
in the wreck of the Schiehallion off
the coast of the Isle of Wight.

William was holding on by the bul-
wark when one of the men sent him
to fetch some money from a chest.
William was washed overboard, and

otel for sale

although he tried to swim to safety,
he soon disappeared. Reports vary as
to why he was on the ship—he was an
apprentice, he was going to stay with
an uncle, or he was allowed, most
unwillingly by his parents, to make a
sea voyage to England, they hoping
it might “sicken him of the sea”. The
second mate also drowned and their
bodies were found at Rocken End,
Isle of Wight. It was said the loss of
William was one of the greatest trials
of John Butt’s life.

Ailing with congestion of the lungs
brought on by catching cold while at
the Upper Thames in his capacity as
shipping agent, Captain Butt now kept
indoors. He appeared to improve but
the complaint returned with greater
intensity and he was compelled to
take to his bed. He continued to
grow worse day by day, the inclem-
ent weather not helping. Despite Dr
Gilbert attending him with the great-
est possible care and skill, Captain
John Butt died on 26 July at his Hape
Rd home, from chronic hepatitis and
pulmonary consumption, aged 49.
He left a wife and family of four, who
deeply lamented the death of a kind
and indulgent husband and father.
Flags flew at half-mast on vessels in
the harbour.

Captain John Butt was remem-
bered as the man who cast his lot
with the hardy and enterprising who
journeyed to the new goldfield, tak-
ing an active interest in those stirring
times in everything pertaining to the
public interests of the Thames com-
munity, and exercising his consider-
able influence in local politics. He was
buried at Shortland cemetery with
full Masonic Honours. The great hey-
day of Butt’s Corner lasted roughly
five years but in its time this place
of wild nights and thrilling days was
once the very hub of Thames.

Weekly quiz compiled by Chris
Parminter

1. What is the English translation of
the French phrase ‘Je ne sais pas’?
2. If a female child in Iceland is
named Emilia Jonsdéttir, what is her
father’s first name?

3. Which string instrument is
smaller? Violin or cello?

4, Which animal represents the
deadly sin of envy?

5. Which spice is derived from the
Crocus flower and is one of the most
expensive spices in the world?

6. In which United States city is

the United States National Zoo? a)
New York, b) Massachusetts or c)
Washington DC?

7. Thames, New Zealand was
formed from two historic towns.
The one to the south was known as
Shortland; what was the town to
the north known as?

8. Who was the first Spice Girl to
leave the group to pursue a solo
career?

9. Melbourne’s Docklands Stadium
is known by naming sponsorship

as a) Marvel Stadium, b) Disney
Stadium or c) Pixar Stadium?

10. The 2024 World Championship
Domino Tournament was sponsored
by which company? a) Dominoes, b)
Pizza Hut or c) Hasbro?
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LIQUI

SELF SERVICE

LAUNDROMATS

www.liquidlaundromats.com

e Large & Small Washers
* Fast Dryers

* S$1 Extra Dry Time
* Self Service

* Wash‘n’'Dry in One Hour
* Bedding, Duvets
® Eco Friendly

e Animal Blanket Washer

72RRICE
WASHINGIRADRYING
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:52100 W ashIIBRoPICoIdCy cle
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D 3 Mackay St
PAEROA

Carol and Bill Bell would like to advise the sale of Waitakaruru
Boarding Kennels to Shane and Sherrin Hansen.
We would like to thank all our loyal clients who have
supported us over the years and hope you
continue to use Waitak Kennels.

Time for a visual examination

Visiquel@:HaganjVisionCare

Willoughby/Street,|Paeroa

07:862:89/7.8

See the difference



www.valleyprofile.co.nz

August 28, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 09

Pottery, tartan- 1nsp1red art to feature

he first of the September

featured artists for the
Thames Art Gallery is Jim
Neilson, aka Skotty.

He emigrated to New Zea-
land from the “land of heather
and tartan” 27 years ago. Like
his kilt, Skotty loves bright col-
ours, especially red, which is
evident in his paintings.

Until recently, he preferred
to work in acrylics but for his
latest exhibition he has ven-
tured into water colours and
mixed medium.

Skotty says he is besotted
with the Coromandel Penin-
sula and particularly Thames,
where he lives, and finds the
area a great source of inspi-
ration. He simply desires to
promote his own “backyard”
and his exhibition will be aptly
themed The Gateway.

The second of the featured
artists for September is the col-
lective known as the Thames
Pottery Group, which is based
at the Thames Art Gallery.

The group was formed back
in the 1970s and now has two
groups meeting on a Wednes-
day.

There are about 15 members
in total and with everyone’s
different interests and talents
they learn from one another,
as well as enjoy the social side
of a common interest.

They are fortunate to have
a dedicated pottery room at-
tached to the gallery which
houses an electric kiln.

They also have their own
Raku kiln which is fired a few
times during the year plus a
pitfire is available, too. A cou-
ple of potter’s wheels are at the

Jim Neilson, aka Skotty, with his tartan-inspired art.

disposal of those who wish to
throw clay, so a variety of tech-
niques are able to be utilised.

Most years the group has an
exhibition in the gallery, where
the members produce a garden
totem pole to fundraise to sus-
tain some of their expenses.

Over the years they have had
a variety of tutors and work-
shops to inspire their creativi-
ty. They also enjoy having trips
away visiting other art galleries
and pottery studios for ideas
and inspiration.

There will be a vast range
of products on offer at their
exhibition, showcasing their
diverse styles, creativities and
passion for all that is pottery.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, 604
Tararu Rd, Thames, open Mon-
day to Friday 10am to 2pm and
weekends 10am to 4pm.

Photos: SUPPLIED
|

Thames Pottery Group members in
action.

SERIOUS CRASH

Emergency services responded to a
crash on Puke Rd (State Highway 2),
in Paeroa involving a quadbike and
police vehicle on Sunday. Police said
the two occupants on the quadbike
were in moderate and serious con-
ditions. The road was closed at the
scene while a scene examination took
place, with cordons in place on Puke
Rd at Hubbard Rd and Brenan St, and
traffic in the area was being diverted
through Paeroa. An investigation into
the crash was underway, Police said.

SPEED LIMITS TO CHANGE

Temporary speed limits on State
Highway 25 (SH25) around the Co-
romandel Peninsula will be return-
ing to their former level by early
October, NZ Transport Agency Waka
Kotahi said. Speeds along the coastal
highway were temporarily lowered
in 2023 as an emergency provision
following the summer’s damaging
storms. The agency said the tempo-
rary reductions were only allowed to
remain in place for a maximum of 12
months, and it was not seeking re-
newals for the limits. “Following the
2023 weather events and closure of
SH25A, traffic patterns and volumes
changed on the Coromandel Pen-
insula, leading to concerns about
the impact of increased traffic flows
through communities,” Waikato/Bay
of Plenty director of regional relation-
ships David Speirs said. “Now there’s
no longer an emergency and SH25A
has reopened, the temporary speeds
will be removed, and permanent
speed limits reinstated.” Waka Ko-
tahi said it was aware of community
support for retaining reduced speed
in some areas, but noted that per-
manently changing speed limits was
a legal process with multiple steps.
A new land transport rule for setting

speed limits is currently being con-
sidered by the Ministry of Transport,
and is due to be finalised in the com-
ing months. “Once the new speed
rule has been finalised, NZTA will con-
sider how it applies and if any of the
temporary SH25 speed limits can, or
should be made permanent, to meet
community needs,” Mr Speirs said.
SH25A between Kopi and Hikuai has
a permanent speed limit of 80km/h
and this is not changing.

BYLAW CHANGES PROPOSED
Thames Coromandel District Council
is seeking public feedback on a new
parking bylaw, as well as proposed
changes to the existing traffic by-
law. The new parking bylaw would
replace the council’'s existing 2014
parking control bylaw. It will have a
different structure reflecting current
best practice guidelines, the council
said. Changes would include reorgan-
ising existing parking provisions for
on-road and off-street car parks into
separate parts of the bylaw; replacing
the current bylaw schedules with a
standalone register of parking restric-
tion resolutions; and reorganising
existing boat trailer parking rules into
zone parking areas. The council is ask-
ing for feedback on whether people
should pay to park their boat trailers
and whether zones should only ap-
ply at peak times. New boat trailer
parking zones and fees are also being
proposed for two locations in Tairua,
one in Whangapoua and the marine
precinct in Kopd. Proposed amend-
ments to the traffic control bylaw are
updates and edits to the formatting
and wording of the bylaw, and remov-
al of clauses which are not used or no
longer necessary. TCDC also plans to
update the bylaw’s register of resolu-
tions to reflect several changes which
have already been in place since
2023. Feedback can be submitted on
tcde.govt.nz or at council offices until
September 9.

Paeroa Auto Electrical

e Auto Air Conditioning

* Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
* Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,
RVs and more

e On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz

3 Belmont Road Paeroa

cott Simpson
MP for Coromandel

Contact me anytime

0800 550 330 - scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz

@ scottsimpsonmp

National

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Essay Contest!
If pregnant & not ready

Would I consider Open Adoption?

Knowing that with Open Adoption, you can choose

the best family for your baby, stay part of your baby’s
life, but not have the many responsibilities that come
with parenting?

CASH PRIZES!

First: $600 Second: $300

6 Honorable Mentions @ $100
For those 30 and Younger ~ Limit 400 words

Deadline: Oct 1, 2024 ~ Prizes Sent: Oct. 30

Please email your entry to Ellen: ebrumder@mac.com
Sponsored by Adoption is Love.org.nz
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COMPREHENSIVE VETERINARY SERVICES
FOR FARM & COMPANION ANIMALS
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Your 100% Local Vets

NGATEA 07 867-7056
PAEROA 07 862-7056
THAMES 07 868-3013

PL0619006
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Central Motors

B Hauraki Ltd S
60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea » 867 7524

www.centralmotors.co.nz
Andrew - 027 285 0349 « John - 027 279 6799

7 WE SUPPLY
| CRUSHER DUST ;&
AND CLAY fi

Quarrymen and Contractors

Rural Life' ~ ..

Wilding

pines t

be removed

Trees in the wrong place are set to be
eradicated from Hauturu Motu/Clark Is-
land, off the coast of Whangamata.

Tangata whenua guardian group Tu-
naiti Kaitiaki Ropti and Waikato Regional
Council are partnering on a project to
prevent the further spread of the island’s
wilding pines, which threaten native flora,
fauna and archaeological sites.

Hauturu is one of four islands that com-
prise Tunaiti Motu. Tunaiti Kaitiaki Ropu
1s working towards the upkeep of the is-
lands as wildlife sanctuaries, including
eradication of all rodents since 2020.

Kaitiaki spokesperson Errol Gilbert
says the removal of the pines and ongo-
ing wilding pine management is part of
Tunaiti Kaitiaki Ropu’s efforts to restore
the ngahere and native biodiversity of the
motu back to their former glory.

“We need to treat the natural environ-
ment with respect and restore, improve
and preserve the biodiversity values, to
honour those who were before us and for
future generations,” he said.

“Wilding pines, along with rats and
mice, dogs and rubbish — they never be-
longed on the motu and they do not sup-
port our kaupapa.”

Korora (little blue penguin), titi (mut-
ton bird), at least three species of skink
and gecko, and many species of passerine
birds call the Tunaiti Motu home.

But once abundant in native wildlife,
including tuatara, the islands are today
rated category 1 priority biodiversity sites,
which mean they are critically endangered
and naturally uncommon ecosystems that
support threatened and at-risk flora and

fauna.

Hauturu, the largest of the islands at 7
hectares, was likely cleared of vegetation
prior to the early 1940s and has regener-
ating coastal cliff and coastal forest eco-
systems.

Waikato Regional Council Biodiversity
Sites Lead Jacob Dexter said the wild-
ing pines were threatening that regen-
eration because of their ability to invade
and impact upon indigenous ecosystems
and landscapes. “Wilding pines are a tree
in the wrong place that can overwhelm
landscapes, outcompeting native plants
which provide food, habitat and other
resources that native flora and fauna
need to survive,” Jacob said. “Produc-
tion forestry may play an important role
in the economy of the Waikato region, but
wind-dispersed conifer seed can result in
unplanned and unmanaged wilding trees
that grow much faster and quickly out-
compete native forest species.”

Work to remove the trees will begin on
August 27 and is expected to take four to
five days. There will be no public access to
the island while work is underway. Jacob
said some of trees are quite large and in
rugged and precarious terrain, so removal
will be a logistical challenge.

“The larger trees visible from
Whangamata beach will be cut down, but
the smaller, less accessible trees located
on the northern cliffs will require abseil-
ing by the contractor to drill and fill them
with a non-residual poison. After the
initial knockdown, we’ll do a further two
years of seedling and sapling removal if
needed.”

YARDSCRAPERS

From 2m Wide to 4.8m Wide

FEL or 3pt lihkage fittings
From: $2000 + GST

Fixed or Oscillating available

Quinn

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

WWW . HGLEACH.CO.NZ |

WE'RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

70

YEARS

0800 10 87 27
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Rural

Second chance for
Holly after agno.sm

By Dr Asse E Bosch,
BVSc BSc

H olly, a 12-year-
old domestic
shorthair cat, was
brought to Frank-
lin Vets by her con-
cerned owner.

She had noticed
Holly drinking
more water than
usual, urinating frequently, and showing a
decreased appetite.

Upon examination, we found Holly to
be slightly underweight and dehydrated.
Blood and urine tests were performed, re-
vealing early kidney failure.

This is a common condition in age-
ing cats, where the kidneys gradually
lose their ability to remove waste from
the blood properly.

We explained to her owner that
while her kidney problems couldn’t be
cured, they could be managed to improve
Holly’s quality of life. The primary treat-
ment recommendation was a switch to a
specialised renal diet.

This prescription food is formulated with
reduced protein, phosphorus, and sodium
levels to decrease the workload on Holly’s
kidneys.

Holly gradually transitioned to the
new diet over two weeks, with fresh wa-
ter available to encourage her to drink.

Within a month, Holly showed positive
changes. Her energy levels improved, and

H-olly is r:overing %ro.m early kidney failure.
she seemed more interested in playing. Her
water intake normalised, and her coat re-
gained its former lustre.

Three months after the diagnosis, Holly
had gained weight and was back to her old,
affectionate self.

She was more active and engaged, even
initiating play with her toys.

This case study highlights the importance
of regular veterinary check-ups for age-
ing pets and the impact proper diagnosis
and management can have on a pet’s qual-
ity of life.

Holly has regained her health and vital-
ity, allowing her to enjoy her golden years
comfortably.

- Supplied by Dr Asse E Bosch, BVSc BSc
Franklin Vets, Waihi

\u \ L‘ p :
”‘43( . \z’\\.FrankIln

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP
KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Mag 45 Causmag
duster & spreader
45 L

$2660 + GST

Spreadmax
fertiliser spreader

$3350 + GST

Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser
spreader 120 L

54150 * &ST

120 L

HAURAKI P

Al
MOTORS LTD

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea ¢ Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

fertiliser spreader

Spreadmax Spreadmax easy
lock drive fertiliser

spreader 240 L
$4700 * &S

Spreadmax
TPL750 fertiliser
spreader 750 L

$51 90 + GST

240 L

$3580 + GST
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Rsstoratlon works have
ecently been completed
on the Historic Kopu Bridge
wheelhouse which should see
the building and the machin-
ery inside protected for an-
other 100 years.

Kopu bridge and community
trust chair Jonathan Broome
said the trust was really
chuffed with the wheelhouse
restoration.

“We’ve been working behind
the scenes for several years to
restore the bridge and this is
the most visible progress so
far.”

Work on the wheelhouse
was carried out by local
tradesmen (STM Roofing and
Liddell Building) in accord-
ance with a conservation plan
prepared under the direction
of Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga.

“This was a tough job.

“First the scaffolding had to
be installed, which wouldn’t
have been easy given most of
the wheelhouse sits out over
the Waihou river, and then
the builders were perched out
there working in mid-winter”.

The conservation plan
requires that, wherever pos-
sible, the original appearance
of the bridge be retained and
that where maintenance or

: -umg;;-_“ﬁ -rﬂlﬂ- '
. '=_'t,

v 1
==

The Hlstorlc Kopu Brldge wheelhouse before and after recent restorations.

replacement is needed, similar

materials and colours are used.

The trust is working toward
replacing some missing rail-
ings before hopefully getting
the bridge open for summer.

“The bridge is a very interest-
ing place to be, it’s very close to
the water and the current.

“It’s much quieter than the
new bridge and you get a good
appreciation for how well the

bridge was constructed back in
1928.”

The Kopi bridge and com-
munity trust would like to
thank New Zealand Transport
Agency Waka Kotahi for as-

Photos: SUPPLIED

sisting with restoration works
undertaken to date, and the
friends of the historic Kopu
bridge who have been active
organising events and activities
on the bridge.

L

g

Historic Kopu Bridge

The last operational swing span bridge in N7 ...

Photo Supplied by Stu Caisley
.. and an important part of our industrial engineering heritage.

Help us to restore and celebrate the
Historic Kopu Bridge through:

Kopi Bridge and Community Trust

overseeing restoration & conservation

and

Friends of the Historic Kopu Bridge

overseeing events & activities

‘Web: www.historickopubridge.co.nz
Facebook: SaveKopuBridge

Email: historickopubridge@gmail.com

Find out more about how you can become mvolved at:

|_.'|I:I'|,F?., Dl Kl F

ITEARL

fam -

.~ Celebrate
Spring

Community Tree Planting

Thanks'to Seagull.Centre funding.
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Bsy bees get stuck in at Kaiaua stream plantlng day

A community working bee co-ordinated by
the Western Firth Catchment Group and
the NZ Landcare Trust planted 430 native
plants on the banks of Hauarahi Stream in
Kaiaua on August 15, part of their efforts
to revitalise the riparian land along the
stream.

Twenty-five volunteers spent two hours
ripping out all kinds of weeds includ-
ing privet, agapanthus, cotoneaster, and
nightshade. They were replaced with plants
from Te Whangai nursery, and topped
with wood chip and daggy wool donated
by local farmer Stu Hill. The group also
weeded around existing native plants, and
installed Garto tree protectors, a reusable
and recyclable weed suppression tree guard
showcased at the National Fieldays Innova-
tion Hub.

Landcare Waikato catchment co-ordina-
tor Ric Balfour said volunteers came from
across the region to help out.

“Thanks to the NZ Motorcaravan Asso-
ciation members who have a programme
of contributing funds and volunteer time to
projects near their campgrounds,” he said.

“Kaiaua has a new NZMCA campground
thanks to Justin and Vicki Johnston, who
turned their nearby pasture property into
a campground in 2023. In the process they
have cleaned up the whole area between
the Bowling Club and the bridge over the
Hauarahi Stream. It has been a massive
undertaking, followed by three successive
community planting events to bring back
native plants to the edge of the stream.”

The group also included volunteers from
Westpac’s Auckland, Morrinsville and
Hamilton offices. Ric said the working bee
was 1part of a long-term plan to work with
local landowners to fence and plant the en-
tire riparian margin of Hauarahi Stream all
the way up to the Toft Rd crossing.

Clockwise from top:
The stream bank | T 1

was a hive of activity .
during the working
bee. Some of last
year’s plantings have
been installed with
Garto tree protectors.
Westpac Volunteer
Jessica Lane gives the
thumbs up on a job
well done.

Take action for nature
this Conservation Week

pring is finally here, and as flowers

start to bloom it’s the perfect time
to turn our attention to the things that
make our place special.

This year’s annual Conservation Week
runs September 2-8, and its theme calls
for people to take action for nature.

Whether it’s by planting a tree or be-
ing a responsible pet owner, there’s al-
ways something you can do to help our
environment and the native species that
make the Coromandel special.

As the season progresses, we'll start
to see migratory birds returning to our
coastlines and many of our resident
birds beginning to breed.

It’s a vulnerable time for many al-
ready threatened species, and our be-
haviour around them can make all the
difference for their survival.

For those of us who love to live in and
visit the Coromandel, we have the privi-
lege and responsibility to take action to
protect our rare and special species.

Our top take action tips: be a respon-
sible dog owner — keep your pooch on
a leash and keep an eye out for wildlife
even in off-lead areas.

On the beach? Give birds space and
stay alert for camouflaged eggs and
chicks — species like NZ dotterel/
tuturiwhatu are good at hiding, but not
so good at avoiding feet and vehicles.

Keep your cat at home - you'll help
protect them from cat fights and traffic,
while protecting our native birds from
the cat hunting instinct. Take action
for nature this Conservation Week and
watch as it blooms into a new season.

- Supplied by Department of Conservation

o R
rqs spam
otterel/tituriwhatu.

L] Photo SUPPLIED/DOC

Comparvatlion Woak L= Segieisker 2084

Escape to nature at the Kauaeranga
Visitor Centre for your next event!

Our facilitias Inelude:

= AW ropm: Seals up to 80 people

= Adpoening kitchen

= Dutdoor area: Covered deck, picnic
talbdes, and a large lawn

= Walking racks and svamming holes

« Faciltated activibes: Explone natwre
wihile promoting wellbeing

=« Wishior cenire: Fascinatng exhibies
and inkarmabon

« Arcommodaton: Skeeps up to 18
people n DOC coflages

« Schools: FREE educaton and
nabure Engagement programs
talored o your speclic nmeads

Contact us today to book your event:
07 867 9080 or kauaerangavc@doc.govt.nz
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Thanks to these generous businesses, the Profile will donate to the Cancer Society

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

I_‘Ee with cancer and other ill-
esses can be stressful when
needing support beyond medical
needs. That’s where the Thames
Cancer Support Trust comes in.

The entirely volunteer-run lo-
cal group offers assistance with
anything one might need, from
petrol and food vouchers, accom-
modation assistance for medical
treatment, help with unexpected
expenses like school-related costs,
counselling, therapeutic massag-
es, and more.

Despite the name, the trust’s
members say they are not solely
for cancer sufferers - they offer
help to anyone with life-shorten-
ing illnesses, such as motor neu-
ron disease, Parkinson’s disease,
and chronic end stage respiratory,
kidney and heart diseases. Their
services are available to patients
and their families across the Hau-
raki Plains and the Thames Coast.

“We try to find all the gaps that
there might be for people, we take
referrals from district nurses,
GPs, and they can self-refer to us
as well,” secretary Lynne Wood
said. “Often the support isn’t just
[for] the cancer sufferer, it’s the
family and the supporters of those
people. They kind of get missed
out on that whole thing,” treas-
urer Graham Higgs added.

The trust was formed in 1997, by
a group of district nurses and pa-
tients’ families who saw the need
for additional support. Since then,
the charity has assisted where it
can. It receives no public funding;
its work is made possible through
donations, bequests and countless
volunteer hours. So far this year,
they’ve helped an estimated 20 to
30 people.

“Sometimes when you're talk-
ing to someone, they don’t ask.
But we see what they need and
say, ‘would it help if we paid for

Lynne Wood, Graham Higgs and Maureen Hill from the Cancer Support Trust.

that or we did something?” co-
chair Maureen Hill said.

“[We had] a grandmother look-
ing after this young grandchild
who’s desperately ill and in Star-
ship, and she does not have much
money. We've done petrol vouch-
ers there, we've also done grocer-
ies for her.”

Another family also needed ex-
tensive assistance over several
months for their eight children
when the mother became termi-
nally ill, Maureen said.

“They were the most beautiful
family, and those children were
beautifully turned out. They were
very self-sufficient in a lot of ways,
but they were struggling,” she said.

“We did give cash, but we also
gave petrol, school uniforms, that
sort of thing. A couple of us used
to go up and visit her in hospi-
tal, too. And one of the incredible
things was her 10-year-old daugh-
ter, towards the end, stayed in her

hospital room right through, even
at night.

It’s actually really humbling
when you have that sort of en-
counter with a family. It’s reward-
ing, and awfully sad.”

The Red Door
Guest Suite
Thames
New Zealand

Paeroa Kopu Road Thames
www.airbnb.co.nz/rooms

!‘ ’ E:reddoorthames@gmail.com

Photo ALICE PARMINTER

“They’ve got so many expenses,”
Lynne added. “Getting to and fro,
extra accommodation, if we can
help out with some of the basics
we’re more than happy to do that.”

The trust currently consists of

A

Nick H6bgeveen
& Associates

07 862 9090

Paeroa and Ngatea office
. Nick Hoogeveen
J\ & Associates

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

nine active committee members,
with behind-the-scenes support
from local businesses and clubs.
Along with offering financial and
emotional support, the trust has
a number of other initiatives. It
runs a monthly coffee meeting at
the Thames Croquet Club where
those who are experiencing or
caring for someone with a life
threatening illness can meet with
others in a similar position. It is
involved with Men’s Space, Look
Good Feel Better, Daffodil Day
collections for the Cancer Soci-
ety, and liaising with the district’s
Cancer Society nurse. It also pro-
motes Timeout, a national charity
which provides holiday getaways
for people with terminal illnesses
and their families.

“[We're] trying to get the mes-
sage out to people that we’re there
to support them,” Graham said.

“We struggle to make people
realise we exist, and there could
well be people out there that are
struggling without any help. Justa
phone call and we can set a whole
cascade of things in place.”
DETAILS: Thames Community Can-
cer Support Trust, email: thscommu-
nitycancer@gmail.com or Maureen
07 868 9764 for info or to volunteer.

Harcourts
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“RSpice

Valley Toyota
Thames

Beac:b Road
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TCa

FITNESS CLUB

TCAFITNESSCLUB.CO.NZ

ONE WEEK FREE

MINIMUM 2-WEEK JOIN UP

BRING IN THIS ADVERTISEMENT TO RECEIVE YOUR FREE WEEK. AGES 16+.

FUN o FITNESS ¢ FRIENDS
PAEH“A FOR ALL AGES AND

FITNESS LEVELS
‘Eﬂlﬂﬁﬂnﬂl‘ﬂ COME AND GIVE IT A GO

The club have 11 tennis courts with lights
(4 plexipave, 7 astroturf courts)
and 2 squash courts.
Tennis and squash can be played all year around.
Mission Statement:

T0 maintain a friendly, social and competitive club environment from
which to continue to promote tennis and squash to juniors and adults alike.
We aim to retain existing members and also encourage new members to join.

We will also provide high quality tennis and squash facilities available
to all members of the local community since 1923.
For all enquiries, Contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560

PLAY GOLF TO SUIT YOUR LIFESTYLE
In the of the Valley

Call Colin on 021 998 851

Business House Twilight
Supported by
LINN MOTORS PAEROA
Make up a team of 3-4 for
9 holes of Ambrose style golf.
S5 per head.
From 1st week in November
4.30pm-6pm each Wednesday
Until the last Wednesday before Xmas,
then again in the new year until late March.

wOLE L R B

HAURAKI BOWLS

CLUB
OPEN DAY

SUNDAY OCT 6TH

State Highway 2, Mangatarata
(next to the Hauraki Golf Club)

New members

|
Y a— welcomel

Pr\end\\/
club

SUBS:
New members (Beginners) $50
Full members $100
Social members $30

For more information:
‘Phone Rae 027 212 4624 or Ruth 021 262 4643

Paeroa Tennis & Squash Club
We host different events and game nights
across both sports. Tennis meets on Mondays
for club nights during winter. Team tennis is
great fun and will start up from mid-October to
December for up to 88 players. Junior coaching
is after school on Thursday nights with Shannon
Paki from Thames - join up for term four now.
Ladies only squash is on Monday nights from
6pm. Beginners are welcome. Men’s squash
interclub is on Tuesday nights from 7pm. Wom-
en’s interclub is on Wednesday nights from
7pm. Thursday night is club night from 6pm,
and every two months the club will run three
weeks of round robin for squash nights. These
organised evenings are a lot of fun. Beginners
are welcome.
Three times a year we have a great competition
with our organised outside tournaments for
graded players on Friday nights and Saturdays.
The club organises a lot of activities, but there
is plenty of time for members to use the 11 ten-
nis courts and two squash courts for their own
games and practice. And club membership is
for both squash and tennis facilities.
Great value, great for fitness, great fun and all
weather. For more information about squash,
contact Bruce Nicol 021 781 560. And for ten-
nis, contact Mandy Souchon 0274 311640.
-Supplied by The Paeroa Tennis & Squash Club

Paeroa Golf Club
It's coming up to that time again when we all
need some summertime activity. What better
way than getting involved in a fun, friendly ac-
tivity like Business House/Twilight Golf. No ex-
perience necessary, make up a team of three to
four for 9-holes of Ambrose style golf. Only $5
per head. Afterward, enjoy a hamburger, chips
and some liquid refreshments while sharing all
your experiences. Commencing from 4.30pm
to 6pm each Wednesday from the first week
in November until the last Wednesday before
Christmas, then again in the new year until late
March. (Sponsored by Linn Motors Paeroa).
For all enquiries contact Colin on 021998851.
You can also visit www.paeroagolf.co.nz to
find out about the history of the club, and see
course descriptions and maps.

-Supplied by the Paeroa Golf Club

Hauraki Bowling Club

We may be one of the smallest in the Thames
Valley Region, but we think we punch well
above our weight. Located about ten minutes
Nor/West of Ngatea, the club is easy to find.
There you will see a very well looked after grass
green in one of the most picturesque spots in
the Valley. We cater for all ages and abilities and
are one of the few clubs which has two club
days for members, along with the usual Open
Triples Tournaments and Champ events. Our
signature event is our 2 day tournament which
is very popular and has been running for over
40 years. Something else in our favour is that
we have floodlights-very useful when we host
our quote, ‘seriously good’ Business House
Competition in spring and summer.

Luckily for us, we have plenty of bowls for peo-
ple to use for this competition and for anyone
wanting to try our sport. Of course, we have to
mention the fact we are renowned for our hos-

ADVERTORIAL

pitality and our food. Our afternoon teas are
the best around, (just think cinnamon oysters!)
So come and see us; you will be ‘bowled’ over
by what we have to offer.

- Supplied by Hauraki Bowling Club

Pristine workouts at TCA Fitness

Located in the centre of Thames township, TCA
Fitness Club stands out as a premier destination
for fitness enthusiasts and beginners alike.
With a wide range of top-quality gym equip-
ment, members have access to everything they
need to achieve their fitness goals - whether
it’s strength training, cardio, or group training
classes. The club boasts state-of-the-art ma-
chines, free weights, and specialized equip-
ment, ensuring that every workout is effective
and enjoyable. What truly sets TCA Fitness
Club apart is its commitment to cleanliness and
safety.

The facility is meticulously maintained, with
regular cleaning protocols in place to create a
welcoming environment for all.

Members can feel at ease knowing they are
exercising in one of the cleanest gyms in the
country. In addition to exceptional facilities,
the supportive team at TCA Fitness Club plays
a vital role in fostering a positive atmosphere.
Certified trainers are available to provide per-
sonalized guidance and motivation, helping
members navigate their fitness journeys.
Whether you're a seasoned athlete or just start-
ing, the team is dedicated to ensuring everyone
feels empowered to reach their potential.

With 24/7 access, this fitness haven caters to all
schedules, making it easier than ever to prior-
itize health and wellness.

Join the TCA Fitness Club community today and
discover the perfect blend of top-notch equip-
ment, cleanliness, and support—your fitness
goals are just a workout away.

- Supplied by TCA Fitness

Thames Valley 4WD Club
The club meets on the first Thursday of the
month in Ngatea at 7.30pm. We are a diverse
group of people of different ages, ethnicities,
and vehicles. Some members prefer shiny trips
and avoid scratching their vehicles, while oth-
ers enjoy bush trips or participating in 4WD
competition challenges. We organize day trips
and sometimes longer trips.
Every few years, we take a tour of the South Is-
land, and every five years, we organize a tour of
Australia. We fundraise for our club by hosting
national events and also allowing other 4WD
groups to join us in these efforts. Our most
recent fundraiser supported Starship Hospital,
where we raised $3000. This event involved 30
vehicles driving around local farmland. If you're
interested in doing something different or want
to learn more about us, feel free to contact us
through Facebook or attend our next meet-
ing. Our club members have had a lot of suc-
cess competing in the national series with Ash
Tonkin finishing joint third in 2023, a superb
achievement.
Our next 4x4 big fundraising event is a national
series, come and see the mud fly. Put it in your
diaries now, 1051 Tahuna Rd on November 30.
Look forward to seeing you.

- Supplied by Thames Valley 4WD Club

* Family

oriented club

involved in all forms
of 4WDing

+ Shiny Farm trips

and safaris

all over the

Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday

of each month at the Ngatea Hotel
starting at 7.30.p.m

Richard Cox Phone — 021 307 029

\\f’—s Vq, Northland coming
exploring 4wd tracks, X up SQOH-
seeing parts of the * Trip to
country most West. Aust.
) WD S
get to see.

-ClLUB -

* Gymkhanas
* Pegged club
fun days
* Interclub
competition

* Trip to
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SPORTS REPORTS

Email your sports reports and photos to editor@

valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames FC women finish season on a high

FOOTBALL

t was another year of positivity for
Thames Football Club Women, as they
conclude the season on a high.

A 3-1 victory over Unicol B was the final
crescendo in a season-long symphony for
Thames’ Women. Described by manager
Xavier Brown as a “beautiful journey,” the
19-year-old reflected on a progressive
season.

April 7 marked the opening fixture, but
the work began months earlier with an
extensive pre-season, setting the tempo
for the year ahead.

“Our target for this year was to win
the league, as most teams aim to do. We
worked on new ideas during pre-season.

“I emphasize working hard and press-
ing immediately after losing the ball,
squeezing our opponents. Once we win
the ball back, we focus on moving it effec-
tively in tight areas, teaching players how
to create space for themselves and their
teammates,” Xavier said.

The hard work paid off as Thames hit
the ground running, picking up three
wins and two draws in their opening
five games. A 7-0 thumping of Northern
United was the standout performance,
showcasing the attacking threats within
the squad. “In training, | like us to work on
game scenarios where the players have to
move the ball quickly, get it wide to the
wingers, and deliver it into dangerous ar-
eas,” Xavier said.

It was six weeks into the season before
Thames experienced their first taste of
defeat. Waihi Footbal Club, which had
also started well, emerged victorious in a
tight game, a result Thames would later
avenge. The defeat galvanized Thames,
and they entered June firing on all cylin-
ders with back-to-back 8-0 wins against
Huntly Thistle and Claudelands Rovers Il
- title fight well and truly on.

Xavier had attacking talent in abun-
dance with 11 different scorers through-
out the year and was quick to heap praise
on captain Keltie McManus.

“There’s a reason she’s the highest
goal scorer, not only in our division but in
every women'’s division in Waibop [Wai-
kato and Bay of Plenty]. Confident with
the ball at her feet, able to weave, link up,
and score from just about anywhere.”

It wasn’t only the team’s attack that
impressed; Thames also boasted the best
defensive record in the league, conceding
just 19 goals.

“Georgia Hinds-Haye was the heart of
our defense, an absolute brick wall. With-
out her, we wouldn’t have kept as many
clean sheets. Her speed and composure
on the ball is exactly what you need in a
leading centre-back,” Xavier said.

Thames maintained pace with the
league leaders, and all eyes turned to a
crucial match versus Morrinsville Ladies
Il on July 14. The victor would take pole
position heading into the final games.

Thames came up short losing 5-4, a
game Xavier looks back on with a hint of
regret. “It stands out as a low point be-
cause it was a title decider, and the game
could have gone either way. It was gut-
ting because | know how much effort the

An impressive season in midfield from Thames FC Women’s Emma Hinds.

Keltie McManus is the club’s top scorer with 30 goals.

team put in, and to lose in such a close
game was tough. But that’s football; it all
comes down to those moments.”

The defeat was a bitter pill, giving Mor-
rinsville Il the impetus to convert their
points advantage into a league title. How-
ever, Thames responded admirably, push-
ing until the end of the season with a 5-0
win against Waihi, a particular highlight
that delighted the manager.

“A high point was definitely at home to
Waihi, especially after they had beaten

us 2-1 in the return fixture. This result
showed how much the team had im-
proved. | wanted to help every player not
just as individuals but as a cohesive unit;
this was proof of the progress the squad
made.”

The season finished on a high, Thames
winning three of their last four games and
securing third place in the table.

The only defeat during this period came
away at Huntly Thistle, where Thames
were only able to field 10 players - high-

It was another successful year for Thames FC Women.

lighting one of many difficulties faced by
the club, Xavier said.

“Numbers are a huge challenge be-
cause we are such a small town compared
to our opponents. Bigger clubs can bring
in additional players when short, but be-
cause we only have one team, injuries and
illness massively impact our numbers on
match day.”

Young players breaking through will be
key in securing the team’s future.

“This year, we gained two new young

Photos: SUPPLIED/MARK BROWN
players in Jess Rendall and Ceyda Nem-
burt. Jess, being just 15 and only recently
eligible to play for us, is fast, nimble, and
able to whip great balls into the box.
Ceyda, in her final year of high school,
is dangerous inside the opposition’s box,
chipping in with goals. Both are great ad-
ditions to the squad,” Xavier said.

Despite the season just finishing, there
is already one eye on next season, where
Thames will look to improve on their
third-place finish.

“As of right now, the goal for next sea-
son is to start pre-season early and come
out even stronger. The main objective, as
always, is to fight for the title and win as
many games as possible.”

The continued progress and com-
petitiveness of the club are commend-
able, especially considering the lack of
resources available when compared to
the majority of their opponents. The club
continues to rely on volunteers and fund-
raising to support its activities throughout
the season.

Xavier and the team go into the break
with their heads held high, before doing it
all over again next year.

“l am incredibly proud of the women
this season. The improvement they
showed from start to finish was remarka-
ble, and some of the football they played
was outstanding,” Xavier said.

- By Jonathan Coles and Xavier Brown

Back the local paper
that’s read cover to cover!

We rely on advertising to fund your local news - place your classified,
display ad or advertorial with the Valley Profile and get results

We advertised our bike conversions
only in the Valley Profile and we
are still amazed at how many
people are coming in. We certainly
didn’t expect the response we
have had. There are a lot of people
reading the paper that you don’t

realise.

- Miles and Diane, HP Motors

022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz 1ﬂ"'“""'“-l':i' e

Ph:[07:868[3142M8www!leftbanktheatrefcotnz
Movies for week starting Tues 27 Aug

Perfect Days (124 mins, 2023) M Nudity Subtitled Tues 7pm; Thurs 1pm; Sun 1pm
Japanese screen legend Koji Yakusho in this Wim Wenders feature about a humble janitor.
Top Hat (101 mins, 1935) G Wed 10am
This 1935 classic starring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers is widely regarded as the dance pair’s best film.
Wheta Marama-Bright Star (94 mins, 2001) Exempt Wed 1pm

The story of ‘Hek Busby’, and his significance in reclaiming our place as traditional star voyagers.
Ghostlight (115 mins, 2024) M Offensive language & suicide references Wed 4pm; Sat 7pm

A construction worker joins a local theatre’s production of Romeo and Juliet.

Kawahawhai Tonu (114 mins, 2024) M Violence, offensive language & content that may disturb
The story of a pivotal battle in the first NZ land wars in the Waikato region. Wed 7pm; Sun 4pm
The Mountain (89 mins, 2024) PG Thurs 4pm; Fri 7pm; Sat 4pm;

Drama about three children on a mission to find healing under the watchful eye of Taranaki Maunga.
The Edge of the Blade (100 mins, 2023 ) M Violence Thurs 7pm; Fri 4pm; Sat 1pm

5 x French swashbuckling historical drama set in the 1880s.

For more information or to buy tickets, go to www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz or
pop into the cinema when the doors are open at 659 Pollen Street, Thames.

£

659 Po_Iien’St, Thames |
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HEARTLAND RUGBY

From the touring Tighthead Ted
Heartland Round 2, Thames Valley v
North Otago, August 24, Te Aroha.
BOOOM, there you go, two from two.
The Swampies did it the hard way,
two early tries, a late try, and seven
zillion tackles in between as they gift-
ed North Otago possession through
the middle 70 minutes of the match!
But at the end of the day, the boys are
Kings of the Mountain at Te Aroha for
2024.

With the rain pelting down, after
holding off for the two curtain raisers,
Valley hit the ground running, while
North Otago were sleeping. With
Jake O’Connor finding more holes in
the edge defense than in a pair of my
10-year-old daks, the halfback caused
mayhem, and two tries in the first
three minutes looked like the end of
the road for the Old Golds before the
journey had even started.

The first five pointer, to first five
Toddy Doolan, came off a Oneone
Faafou rumble down the touchline
before Fletch Morgan linked to put
Doolan away under the sticks. Duly
converted by Morgan. Morgan then
dotted down for the second try to
Valley almost before the scoreboard
had clicked over to seven-zip. A break
from O’Connor and a perfectly timed
pass saw just a fullback to beat, which
Morgan did with ease to slide over in
the corner. Conversion knocked over
from the sideline, 14-zip, and the subs
hadn’t even made it to their benches
yet.

The rain eased with just a couple
more showers through the game, but
the Valley couldn’t crack North Otago
open again. Hard running number
eight Laulea Mau, in his blazer game,
was held up over the line, and a few
other promising attacks led by Faafou,

" Woassll ool bl A

The rain didn’t stop the Swamp Foxes cléiminé a victory.

winger Alex Thrupp on debut, and
Leroy Van Dam at centre were not cap-
italised on. On the stroke of halftime,
Morgan slotted a penalty to take the
teams into the orange break up 17-nil.
North Otago had woken up through
the middle of that first spell, and in a
foreshadowing of the second stanza,
Valley had to put in some serious work
on the ‘D’ line, holding the visitors out
for phase after phase.

The second half started with the vis-
itors holding on to the pill like Scrooge
McDuck hoarding pennies in his mon-
ey vault. Valley was forced to defend
for long periods of play, and there’ll

be some sore bodies today from the
amount of tackles the lads made.
Young front ranker Will Martin, Kenan
Gillson in his first start for the Valley,
and veteran lock Connor McVerry, in
fact the whole forward pack, rose to
the occasion, and tackle after tackle
was completed. The ‘YOU SHALL NOT
PASS’ award though would again have
to go to Faafou, who bends people
when he makes tackles, Mau not far
behind.

North Otago finally got some re-
ward for their eight million phases on
attack with two tries, one gifted when
fullback Cam Gerlich thought he was

2 am

Photos: SUPPLIED/TVRU

playing sevens, slapping the ball back
into play for the North Otago winger to
scamper 80 metres for the five point-
er, and put the score to 15-17 with 20
to go. Finally getting some possession
late in the game, Valley nabbed a sec-
ond try to Morgan after a nice move
down the left saw Charlie Marsh on
the wing put through a grubber that
no defender covered before Morgan
flopped down for the try — again con-
verted from wide out.

The match drew to a close with the
Valley up by nine and pushing for the
win, a late penalty was turned down
for a line out five metres out. The Val-

ley eight won the lineout, and drove
over the line for hooker Josh Tye to
not score the try.

Ole Tighthead is not one to criti-
cise the whistle blowers, as there are
plenty out there to do that anyway,
but apparently the drive stopped,
and the ‘use it’ call whispered out. It
must have been half a nano second
stoppage, as the boys looked like they
could have driven this one as far as
they wanted, they were that in con-
trol. Let’s just hope that the lost bo-
nus point does not come back to bite
as the semi final spots are sorted later
in the season!

Standout players, hard to pick as
every man Jack tackled themselves to
a standstill. The high balls this week
were diffused with aplomb, Gerlich
at fullback being untroubled, and
joined by his two wingers Morgan
and Thrupp in a reverse bomb squad.
O’Connor at halfback is in a rich vein
of form, playing the best rugby | have
seen from the young fella.

Up front, flankers Gilson and Cam
Dromgool had a field day, chopping
runners like Sonny Bolstad on ster-
oids, and the second row pairing of
Skipper Axtens and McVerry were,
ahhh, ‘uncompromising’, to say the
least. Props Kutia and Martin also got
through a ton of tackles.

Well, regardless of the hows and

whys, a win’s a win, and we’ll take it.
Two from two, and still plenty to work
on for the boffins with the whistles
at training. Onwards and upwards,
away to Te Kuiti and King Country next
week — the boys owe them one after
the pre-season loss, and winning the
Bill Osborne Taonga would certainly
be payback!
Thames Valley 24 (T Doolan, F Mor-
gan 2 tries; Morgan 3 conversions,
penalty) beat North Otago 15 (2 tries,
conversion, penalty). HT 17-0

SELF SERVICE
LAUNDROMATS

www.liquidlaundromats.com

¢ Large & Small Washers

JIM NEILSOMN AKA SKOTTY

~~ Thames Art Gallery
&G04 Tararu Road, Thames Coast
wiwrwr thamasarmgallery, co.nz

September Featured Artists

MEMBERS POTTERY GROUP

=t

S

Thets marth wikl Teature a codlection of
the pottery/caramics created by the
Thames Gallary memiers potben: group

e a1 the gallery

Mon-Fri 10-2 pm Weekends 10-2pm

Urtil recently Skatty enjoyed warking
with acrylic paints, bt for this exhibition
g vl b Piefuring mined media and
watercolour

Fast Dryers
® S$1 Extra Dry Time

® Self Service
“ Wash'n’Dry in One Hour Mer,.;:-:?gwggonr; ;01Id4 m)
¢ Bedding, Duvets 1007% Wool (2m x 1.4m)

Eco Friendly
¢ Animal Blanket Washer

+ Cushions + Wall Art + Loyalty Cards
* MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
« Jewellery + Gold Card Discounts

» Handbags & Accessories
+ Possum Merino Gloves
* Alpaca and mohair throws

38 Seddon St
WAIHI

3 Mackay St

PAEROA
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Qualified and insured arborists.

20+ years experience

W'
HAURAK
TREE SERVICES

ARBORIST

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal » Stump Grinding * Pruning
+ Land clearing and hedge trimming
+ Storm Clean Up
Qualified, experienced,
fully insured
Trusted treework for over 25 years
Call today

SHORT BACK'N'SIDES oo

BUILDING

- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions
- Land clearing and reclamation

- Advice and consultancy

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.

info@haurakitrees.co.nz
0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

ARBORIST

. Qualified Arborist
Competitive Prices

1 D &R e 1

F I o Aecuc iy, Lftmg
& Mrwing

Hitige Callig
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Srie PURTAE

G P Pl e 8

Call Nerw for & Frse Coote!
022 071 9463
SERVICES

LEETHE Ty

PROFESSIONAL

TRADE SERVICES

1chaems

BUILDER / CARPENTER
QuALIFIED & LICENSED LBP.

Many years

experience.
Ph Peter
027 496 5241

DRIVING ACADEMY

DRrivING COURSES
Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577
(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education h -

07 868 7892

For All 'vour Electrical Needs
ﬁ Electrical
Laser

“ Totally Dependable”

& New Ldids ¢ Hagl Pumps
= Alwmailons ¢ Sordoe and Maintensncs
& Quobs ¢ Goararaic il
& Lighting Plans +  [Flrw Sysiema

HIRE CENTRE
S
Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

PH:OT BED 7740 Emadl wacke @ lngerskcire s’ o
THAMES
HIRE CENTRE
Perrin Newland
Telephone: 07 868 9350

Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz
HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

Picm

rafa) W DlENZ. CoT
3 Coronatien Street, Pasroa
CIVIL CONSTRUCTION

MULCHING PILE DRIVING RETAINING WALLS DRILLING

STMS EARTHWORKS DEWATERING DRAINAGE ROADING

Frig
o

e

EMAIL: GUY@HOPPERCONSTRUCTION.CO.NZ
PHONE: JARRAD 027 228 8272

EARTHWORKS & CARTAGE

Digger, Bulldozer

& Truck Hire
» Mulching

» Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser,

palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHonE Tim 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

¢

-

f you have an electrical problem or pro-

ject that you are thinking of, Cool Elec-
tric is the business to contact.

The team of registered, experienced
electricians cover a wide variety of com-
mercial and domestic work ranging from,
but not limited to, new builds, renova-
tions, repairs, air conditioning/heat pump
sales, installations, servicing and repairs,
LED Lighting, EV charging, security light-
ing, alarms, CCTVs and commercial refrig-
eration.

Services are delivered to the Thames,
Thames Valley, Hauraki Plains, South

=

%
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Comr}\unity and service at Cool Electric

Auckland and Coromandel Peninsula ar-
eas.

Having been based in Thames for many
years, both the business and staff are part
of the wider community and have been in-
volved in many community projects and
services such as land search and rescue,
the coast guard, the Thames fire brigade,
the mountain safety council.

So, if you have an electrical query, why
not contact Cool Electric Ltd and see if
they can help you.

CONTACT: Call 07 868 7151 or email
coolelectric@xtra.co.nz.

CLEANING

e Lawn mowing

o Weedeating

e Hedge & tree trim
e Section clearing
e Gardening

® Rubbish removal

0800 464 898 o Interior house clean
Alaine Hedges e New build clean/clear
027 242 7268 e Odd jobs considered
John Hedges e One off jobs welcome
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

%

(S

= Electricians

= Heat Pumps 07 868 7151
Air Conditioning E:
coolelectric@xtra.co.nz
= Security W:
Systems www.coolelectric.co.nz

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

\ y

Avoca”

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

Supply & Installation for
Domestic & Commercial
« Carpet - Vinyl

- Laminate - Polyurethane
Contact us for your
free Measure and Quote

Phone : 021020 47027
Email : dan@thefloorman.co.nz

ruzéﬁ_ujfﬁ

;" #%ﬂy
¥ |

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
& Thames Corromandel Districts

* Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

e Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

* Pre-Planning

Phone: 0800 862 6362

Des & Christine Necklen

Funeral Directors Fusarzl Directoru

FLOORING

Flooring
Design

Visit our showroom at:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

For all your meat and game processing needs.

* We are dedicated to you, the customer.
¢ Hygienic, vacuum packed products. el b

* Professional facilities. HUNTS
* Smoked meats are our specialty. L —

¢ 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum

* Game orders over 10kg

HOUSE/RENOVATION PLANS

1

asS

Architectural Draughting

House & Renovation Plans * Specifications
Building Consents * 3D Concepts

® Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939  Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz e Follow us on FB

ING
6"“‘“

Bryan Coppersmith

&
]
3!
P
<

L

021 936 188 * bryan@atlas-ad.com

%, 5
"G cone®

Ml PANTER
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* Interior & Exterior * Residential & Light Commercial

* Fully Insured « Workmanship Guarantee
Contact Stan on 0223137911
to discuss your project.
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CALL THE EXPERTS CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

PLASTERER

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES

« Exterior Plastering specialist.
« 30 years experience
« All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
* Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.
Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Smart Bins

Skip bins, Wheelie Bins,
Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or
www.smartbins.co.nz

SCRAP VEHICLES .
R = =% 1,,.

-

UVEHICLE

\ /
A = /r
> S
AERD
JERCC

13 Francis Street, Paeroa 07 862 8290 0210 6777 02

valleysigns@xtra.co.nz

WALLPAPERER

Pete
Grinder
027 535 0580

Pe;[e the Paperhanger

www.facebook.com/petethepaperhanger

PRECISION

WINDSCREENS /
We come to Yot

PROPERTY CLEARING

HOUSE & PROPERTY

RECOYERY

EITE CLEARING BERVICES
[T T [T TP T T LT
CLLT e TR Y LT

CEOD TTORFY
Email: admin@hprecovery.co.nz

SCRAP METAL

Church Notice Pets Public Notice | Public Notice
Thames Spiritualist KEN N ELS Paeroa Society Victoria Batte
Church, Sund A
Septomber 1, 2om || WAITAKARURU~ Board- || pcy ST NS - | TramwaySociety Inc.
Grahamstown Hall. Ing Kennels and Cattery. due to unforeseen AGM
Speaker: David Foster ||"Agreat place for your pet circumstances. Sunday 1st September
plus one... to stay.” Shane & Sherrin ||| Now the 4th September - 2024 e
gﬂr%%e\r/b Ph:k 07-867-3344, | hat /10aFr<n' = 1.00pm =
aitakaruru n the Art Room, Victoria Batte
Assembly of God || 206 Trames 109 Normanby Rd “Museum
10am Sundays. Storage Public Notices
Scout Hall.

Baker St, Waihi

For Lease

STORE 4 U Waihi.
Clean, dry, alarmed.
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Yards for lease,
Thames and Kopu.
Suitable for trucks,
vehicles or trade
business base. Ph
027 440 7101

Thames Valley
Storage — secure, dry
units available, two
sizes. Call Trev 027
4076966

Top prices paid
Phone Vern ¢ 021 621 437

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

/ACEENSIUNITED,

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

Firewood

Big double load
of ti tree mix.
Dry shed

stored and free
delivery. $340
Ph: 022 386 0395

STORAGE

KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101
07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Storage Unlimited

LIQUID.WASTE

Dry Ti Tree for sale.
Trees down 12 mths.
$180 per ute load. Txt
John 027 220 5646

SPECIALISTS

For Sale

Enrolment at Netherton School is
governed by an enrolment scheme.
Information and forms are
available on the school website
www.netherton.school.nz

Limited places for out of zone children
are available for the 2025 school year.

Applications close midday Friday 6th
September 2024
and are to be emailed to
brook.hill@netherton.school.nz
i

it i 1T

VL

¥
= 0800 862 720 | 027 442 0067

Small hay bales, $12
each. Phone Charlie on
027 491 3327

TYRES & BATTERIES

Gardening

= TYRE and BATTERY

STUMP GRINDING.
All sizes, all areas.
Thames based. Ph
021 060 7659

» Stockists of all major tyre brands
» Exide Batteries with

Garage Sale

25 Ngati Maru Highway Situations Vacant
Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry -
Units available _—
7x36mand7x55
Pﬁonén Oa7n868x994r2 AN lE;ISTAMlCJI'BCﬁ\II(gI!
Trad:érfcsl;r(\'l,‘lces Pool Lifeguards - Fixed Term
Seasonal Opportunit
CONTRACTOR PPOTEUATEY

Residential & Rural
Retaining walls & more
High quality
workmanship
Competitive prices
Call Matt
021 1727 148

extended warranties
» Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames

Sat. Aug. 31 8.30 start.
58 Adams St, Waihi.
Tools, household goods,
furniture, etc.

Tiler

Professional tiling
services. Ph Rob 022
408 4136

Ph 868 8182

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements
-Insurance claims

PH: 0272127750
Wwww .precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Handyman Services

SKIP BIN HIRE

For Household, Business,
Building and Farm

& BUILDING SERVICES

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton ¢ 0273 913 283

THAMES HANDYMAN

Building,
home maintenance &

It's that time of year again! Hauraki District Council
are recruiting Lifeguards for the summer period.
The pools are located in Paeroa, Ngatea and Waihi
and will be open from October 2024 to late April
2025. We are looking for team players who are
available and willing to work variable rostered shifts
to cover opening hours over 7 days per week.

To apply for this job go to:
haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz
Applications close 16 September 2024

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

Rubbish Disposal

Storage

Ph: 0800 754 724

Paeroa Skip Bins (2017) Ltd

Trades & Services

TOTAL STORAGE LTD

KEREPEHI /| PAEROA
10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C'’s apply

Are you handy in the garden !
We are looking for someone that enjoys Gar-
dening to support a lovely women
in your community..

3 hours once a fortnight , $29 per hour
as a paid employee.

If interested please contact .
Rebecca McPhail 021662043

Rebecca.mcphail@manawanui.org.nz

Health

Situation Vacant

PAPER DELIVERIES

Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station, Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy,
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames

Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store
TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

The legend himself
Dr Peter Wass is back at
Evergreen Chiropractic.
He will be starting on the
28th August and looking
after patients for a two
month locum.
Please call us on
07 868 6665 to book an
appointment.

eYer
areen

Woodturners Cafe
is looking for a staff
member to join
our team for 15-20
hours per week,
including
1 weekend day.
No experience
necessary as we
can provide
full training for the
right applicant.
Contact Lorraine
with expression of
interest on
021 246 9376

A position has become available in
our busy spare parts department.
Any age considered.

Working with a wide range of...
motorbikes small engines
farm machinery cars tractors ...

and all sorts!

Apply with your CV to
miles@hpmotors.co.nz
027 227 1121
Someone that loves to clean!
We are looking for someone that enjoys
cleaning to support a lovely women
in your community .
3 hours once a fortnight , $29 per hour
as a paid employee.
If interested please contact .
Rebecca McPhail 021662043

Rebecca.mcphail@manawanui.org.nz
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Ramnbow run

The skies were grey, but Netherton School’s field was
splashed with colour for the annual fun run event on
August 16. The students were joined by kids from Paeroa’s
Goldfields School for the event, tackling the obstacle
course while being pelted with colourful powder. The slip n
slide proved popular, with many participants lining up for
multiple turns. ALICE PARMINTER headed along to capture
the chaos.
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Goldfields School’s Moses is looking cool in colour.

CLASS'F'EDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Public Notice

Jasper from Goldfields School admires his colourful attire.

Public Notices

Thames-Coromandel District Council

Meetings - September 2024

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the
following meetings will be held during September 2024.

Council meetings

Ordinary Meeting

Tuesday 3 and 4 September 2024, 09:00 am, Thames Council
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings

Tairua-Pauanui Community Board

Monday 9 September 2024, 10:00 am, St Francis House, 248 Main
Road, Tairua

Whangamata Community Board
Tuesday 10 September 2024 10:00am, Opoutere Community Hall,
1 Opoutere Road, Whangamata

Thames Community Board
Wednesday 11 September 2024 10:00 am, Thames Council
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Coromandel-Colville Community Board
Tuesday 17 September 2024, 9:00 am, Coromandel Service Centre,
355 Kapanga Road, Coromandel

Mercury Bay Community Board

Wednesday 18 September 2024, 9:00 am, Mercury Bay Service
Centre, 10 Monk Street, Whitianga

Citizenship Ceremony

Thursday 19 September 2024, 09:30 am, Thames Council
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order papers.

A Lawrie
Chief Executive
Thames-Coromandel District Council

LEFT BANK THEATRE

Left Bank Theatre thanks everyone
for their wonderful support since we
opened for screenings last Thursday.

From 2-9 September inclusive the
cinema will be closed so we can have

the break we’d hoped to have before
opening, catch up on admin etc, and
do things like finding childrens movies
for the next school holidays.
We look forward to

seeing you again after that.
Ph: 07 868 3142
www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz
659 Pollen St, Thames

YOU'RE INVITED
fr pota| Q'ENFH'{ Meifing

HAURAKI REUSE CENTRE TRUST

Windnesday, 1) Sephembes 1004, Gpm HAURAK
¢

ey Street, Faerca [Haraki Hepaie « REUSE s

Rewrse Cantee - upsiict CEMTRE

Sage storms through a haze of red.
[T,
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Stella rocks a red hair-do.
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Karen and lan Hydes and guests in Filipiniana attire.

Photo: SUPPLIED

Thames wedding honours
Filipino tradition

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
'I‘ying the knot is a significant

moment, but a special event
made one celebration even more
memorable for a Thames newly-
wed couple.

Karen Caliso and Ian Hydes
celebrated their wedding day with
family and friends at St Francis of
Assisi Catholic Church in Thames
on August 17, where 10 guests ar-
rived wearing the Filipiniana, or
the national costume of the Phil-
ippines.

Newly married Karen Hydes
told The Profile she was so happy
guests wore what was required in
the invitation.

“It’s beautiful because we are
representing our country by

wearing our national costume.”

Filipiniana attire played a big
role in the Philippines culture.

“In many history books and
museum archives, it can be seen
that the dress gave many Filipino
women a sense of identity.”

Mrs Hydes said the traditional
dress can be identified by its puffy
butterfly sleeves, plain blouse,
baro or camisa, long skirt, or
saya, and a pafiuelo, which is a
square cloth used as a head cover-
ing or worn as a scarf, worn over
the shoulders.

Mrs Hydes said they chose this
theme to symbolise Filipino cul-
ture in New Zealand. The guests
said the dresses were really beau-
tiful, she said.
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Husqgvarna

TS142T

42” Deck, Hydrostatic
Transmission, 25hp
Husqvarna Series
V-Twin Engine

Power and
performance

$6,990 RRP

Limited numbers

WINTER
SPECIAL

5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#

# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

TS142TXD

42” cut, V-Twin
Kawasaki engine,
pedal operated
hydrostatic
transmission, automatic
locking differential.

$7,990 RRP

Trade

Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.

Contact us today:
admin@readbros.co.nz

Offers valid while stocks last.

SERVICES AVAILABLE:
¢ Key Cutting * Sharpening
* Wire Rope Swaging ® Rope Splicing
¢ Cut-to-length Extrusions
¢ Dive Cylinder filling & testing on site

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870/ 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

READ BROS. HARDWARE
308 Pollen St, Thames
www.readbros.co.nz ¢ 07 868 6608

Visit husgvarna.com today
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JUMBO CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Heartbeat (5)

4 At the last possible
moment (2,3,4,2,4)
14 Sentry (5)

15 Metal pin (5)
16 Excessively
desirous of owning,
dominating (10)

17 Defamation (5)
19 Sewn edge (3)
20 Burst open (7)
21 String player (9)
22 \ow (6)

25 Made appear larger

(9)

27 Tree-lined street (6)
28 Go (6)

33 Specialist adviser
(10)

35 Whistle vibrator (3)
36 Wooden hammer
(6)

37 Box (4)

39 Anger (3)

41 Pacify (7)

42 Fractured (6)

43 Cascade (9)

44 Goes under (5)
45 Changed sides (8)
50 In attendance (2)
51 Lineage (8)

55 Coral island (5)
58 Young days (9)
59 Vicinity (6)

60 Lance (7)

61 Prompt (3)

63 Time period (4)

66 Phone boxes
(anag)(10)

68 International
agreement (6)

69 Signal the
imminence of (6)

71 Set apart from each
other (9)

76 Artist's workshop
(6)

77 Objected to (9)
79 Recipe (7)

81 Vase (3)

84 Equivalent (5)
85 Unbroken (10)
86 Body organ (5)
87 Cool (5)

88 Utterly loathsome
(7,8)

89 Wharf (5)

DOWN

2 Unlike any other (6)
3 Perfume (5)

5 Midday (4)

6 Very unfriendly (7)
7 Snuggle cosily (6)
8 Memorial stone
mound (5)

9 Supervise (7)

10 Lean (4)

11 Able to be moved
(6)

12 Secret store (5)
13 Scrap, leftover (7)
14 Make happy (7)
18 Hungarian
composer (5,5)

26 Severe in manner
(7)

27 Opposed to (7)
29 Roading material

30 Fall over (6)

31 Uttered (5)

32 Conquered (6)
34 Mountain lake (4)
36 Intended (5)

38 Motoring event (5)
40 Liberate (4)

45 Rot (5)

46 Naval vessel (7)
47 Cipher (4)

48 Wore away (6)
49 Singer’s instrument

50 Claimed (7)

52 Hurled target (4,6)
53 Bear (7)

54 Rabble-rouser (6)
55 Fan (7)

56 Rascal (5)

57 Appliance cord (4)
62 Trap (5)

67 Apple pastry (7)
68 Defeat soundly (7)
70 Stone fruit (7)

72 Put to death (7)
73 Body shape (6)
74 Allocate (6)

75 Customer (6)

76 Creature with shell
5)

78 Pick-me-up (5)
80 Grain crop (5)

82 Delight (4)

-
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[V, ]
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64 Lust (6) 23 Edible entrails (5) 83 Leap (4)
65 Resin (3) 24 Bans (7)
PREVIOUS SOLUTION

DOWN: 2 Cirrhosis, 3 Oscar, 5 Rife, 6 Schools, 7 Alternatives, 8 Space, 9 Brewery, 10 Sect, 11 Eureka, 12
Diary, 13 Stubble, 14 Pigment, 16 Superfluous, 22 Angers, 23 Entrant, 24 Baffles, 25 Danish, 27 Breaker,
28 Elixir, 30 Sort, 32 Clubs, 34 Panes, 36 Moth, 38 Awe, 42 Pilot, 43 Retreat, 44 Ivan, 45 Tugged, 46 Sugar,
48 Curry powder, 49 Affairs, 50 Dim, 51 Scandal, 52 Absent, 53 All of a sudden, 54 Idea, 57 Zephyr, 64
Tarpaulin, 65 Toffees, 66 Allergy, 68 Decided, 70 Onerous, 71 Garage, 72 Dried, 74 Eaves, 76 Idiot, 78
Gene, 79 Span.

ACROSS: 1 Scoop, 4 Trespass, 9 Basket, 14 Point, 15 Tricks of the trade, 17 Corgi, 18 Rub, 19 Therapy, 20
Journeyed, 21 Skimpy, 24 Bering Sea, 25 Drying, 26 Enable, 29 Usefulness, 31 Inn, 32 Curdle, 33 Kelp,
35 11, 37 Ball, 39 Observers, 40 Next of kin, 41 Habit, 42 Persists, 47 Orchards, 51 Sauna, 55 Lethargic,
56 Bulldozer, 58 Fame, 59 Ass, 60 Tier, 61 Weaner, 62 Ego, 63 Asphyxiate, 66 Author, 67 Bandit, 69
Anonymous, 72 Defeat, 73 Scheduled, 75 Admiral, 77 Ear, 80 Erase, 81 David Copperfield, 82 Guess, 83
Defend, 84 Singsong, 85 Stunt.
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Spring growth sees a baze of colour

" E

pring has sprung. Daffodils are in

full bloom and in some cases fin-
ished blooming. New blossoms and
leaves on deciduous shrubs and trees
are beginning to show.

Week by week the rate of spring
growth becomes increasingly rapid.
Many shrubs, trees and perennials
are in full bloom and spring flower
gardens are a blaze of colour. Any
new plantings should be protected
from late frosts. Remember last Oc-
tober!

It's time to start planting spring
crops and get your property ready
for the warmer months. Harvest the
last of the winter crops in the vegeta-
ble garden to make room for the new
season plants.

If you are like us, we are still har-
vesting broccoli, cauliflowers, kale,
and beetroot so we are just about to
start new planting in the next week.

This has been a real bonus con-
sidering the prices of vegetables. |
would encourage would be garden-
ers to have a go at growing a few veg-
etables to help with the weekly shop,
and they taste so good.

Now is the time to get your pota-
toes ready to go in the garden for the
Christmas lunch. Put seed potatoes
on atray in a sunny position to sprout
before planting. They like a sheltered
warm spot in your garden or in pots
or bags. Mound your potatoes as the
shoots grow, to help warm the soil
which promotes better tuber devel-
opment.

Complete your vegetable garden
preparation by digging in some good
compost, blood and bone and sheep

£ AN \

pellets. If the soil is too wet just wait
until it dries out a bit more. Better,
warmer weather is sure to arrive with
spring. Fingers crossed.

Any new plantings require the
protection of slug and snail bait and
keep your eye on the weather for late
frosts. It is a good idea to consider
mulching around new seedlings for
added warmth. Try some pea straw.

Continue to plant strawberries,
blueberries, and raspberries. Add pea
straw around your berry plants for
soil warmth.

Prune passionfruit removing some
of last seasons excessive growth but
remember they fruit on last year’s
growth so don’t be too harsh. Feed
berry vines, citrus and fruit trees with
a citrus fertiliser or liquid fertiliser.

Refresh your herb garden with new
plants either in the garden or pots.

Spring flower gardens are a blaze of colour.

File Photo: PIXABAY

Trim back any old growth on woody
herbs to refresh. It’s time to also give
the flower garden some attention
with new Alyssum, Azaleas, Calen-
dula, Cosmos, delphinium, Fuchsia,
Petunia and Geraniums. Make sure to
protect new seedlings with slug bait
and frost protection if needed. Feed
roses, shrubs and flower beds and
mulch.

Plant Dahlia tubers and Gladi-
oli corms for a summer display. This
month is the perfect time to sow a
new lawn and over sow any bare
patches in the existing lawn. Spray
now for Onehunga weed (prickle
weed) and broadleaf weed with a
specific Onehunga Weed spray. It
makes summer on the lawn so much
more enjoyable.

Enjoy your spring garden.

- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle

Start the day right

By MICHAEL WILKES

EEP, BEEP,
BEEP.
I throw my
hand out, press
snooze and go
back to sleep.

Ten minutes later. BEEP
BEEP BEEP. I turn it off, but
this time for good. I love sleep,
Ilove my bed. It’s just so...

“Dad, Asher’s done a poo.” I
groan and fall out of bed. And
the day begins.

Groggy, dealing with a flailing
two-year-old who seems deter-
mined to put his heels into his
over filled morning nappy.

Am I ready to face the day
ahead...? not at all.

For me this is a rare occasion.
Because I know that starting
my day in this way leaves me in
catch up mode.

Chasing the kids, chasing the
clock and figuring it out on the
run.

My days that start like this
often continue like this. I get so
caught up in a rushed start that
I don’t stop rushing.

Ok lets take a moment to take
a breath. Rewind.

BEEP, BEEP, BEEP.

I throw my hand out and hit
snooze. I roll on to my back and
lie there awake for a moment.

My most helpful thought here
is simple. All I need to do is get
my feet on the ground.

If T do that now, most days

start well. I head downstairs
and put on some reflective mu-
sic, make my morning coffee
and read a daily reflection fol-
lowed by a bit of exercise.

I pause to consider what lays
ahead for the day and commit
it to the spirit.

“Dad, Asher’s done a poo.” I
smile. He is as regular as clock-
work that boy.

I race to grab my toddler as
he tries to escape, giggling and
laughing. And the day begins.

Relaxed and ready (most of
the time), with a vision for the
day already before me, and an
excitement for the things to
come.

I was recently asked if I have
always been a morning person.

I considered the question and
answered: “No, not always. But
I have come to understand that
routine and starting the day
right is so important.”

So what about you. How do
you start your day.

Does it set you up for the
thinac ahaad?

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well
Trust Youth Worker. He and his
team provide mentoring and resil-
ience programmes across Thames
and Paeroa to more than 300 stu-
dents a year. They are passionate
about supporting our young peo-
ple to thrive. Much of this work is
funded outside of schools and it
becoming increasingly challeng-
ing in the current climate. Email
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign
up to their quarterly newsletter or
to become a supporter.

TOMATOES SINGLE

STARTING

|
To ARRIVE POTTED
VEGIES

e Zucchini

IN STORE
NOW
e Grafted

* Single Pots ¢ Chilli

* Punnets .

Largest range Egg Plant
in the e Capsicum

Thames Valley

* Pumpkins
e Silverbeet

SEED

POTATOES
Cliff Kidney - Swift
Jersey Benne - Haylo
Highlander - Agria
Maris Anchor - Nadine
llam Hardy - Heather
Desiree - Rua

DAPHNE’S

Beautiful fragrance

JUST ARRIVED 382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

Daphne Lencanthe & P h 868 7960

Alba, 1 & 2 years old Open 7 days a week
8.30am toSpm

« Spinach Red King - Rocket
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
? September 2024 Moon | calender '
Non planting 3 Supp,ied by Non planting
ey Planting Calendar Gilmer Farms Py
2 3 4 . 5 . 6 . 7. : _8
IN STORE NOW B [Ees e s o
Day Day Plant above Plant above Plant above Plant above ground
New Moon ground crops ground crops ground crops Croesiatidreeg
by ! Non planting Non planting Non planting j&. jﬁq. Non planting
Oun C E N T RE Plant abt_:Vté__ground Day Day Day Plant above Plant above Day
CopSiBotidieer ground crops ground crops
PLANTS « POTS * ALL GARDEN NEEDS » WATER FEATURES « GIFTS 16 17 18 19 20 21 2
ga m = 5 p m 7 Days " glaayntmg Plantab;/;round " Iglﬁ?\/ntmg " Slﬁa\/ntmg Plant root crops, | Plant root crops,
28 Thames Road, Paeroa+ Ph: 862 6435 NN L EESENEENEN . . =
E: donna@cou ntrydoggardencentre'co' nz Non planting Non planting _I _I Non planting Non planting NOFT gl:yntirjg
www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz P B (S i O A i
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SPORTS

Diamond selected to sparkle in Ireland

By ANDREW CONNAUGHTON

auraki North Diamonds Vice-Cap-

tain Dana Lang has been selected
to travel to Ireland to compete in the
Connacht Rugby Competition for the
upcoming season.

Dana, who lives in Ngatea, and
is aged just 17, is already excelling
in her chosen sport of rugby. With
the support of Thames Valley Rugby
Union, which has organised this ex-
perience through Galway University,
Danais the first female player to head
over to the Emerald Isles.

For the past two years, Galway Uni-
versity has sent four girls to play for
the the Diamonds, and now we are
sending them a Diamond to ‘sparkle’
in Ireland.

Dana’s journey into rugby began six
years ago playing for Ngatea Primary
School’s Rugby Sevens team for the
Aims Games. This led to Dana playing
for the Ngatea junior rugby team and
progressing through to the Thames
Valley Rugby open weight team.
Dana said “that’s where my passion
grew” for rugby.

Dana then went to Hauraki Plains
College, where she is currently head
girl, and joined the Girls XV rugby
team, where she’s been ateam mem-
ber for the past five years and team
captain since the 2023-24 season.

Again, throughout this period,
Dana continued to compete for and
represent Thames Valley Rugby, play-
ing for the under 19s girls Thames
Valley representative team, with
the privilege to captain the team
bestowed upon her throughout the
2023 season. In addition, Dana has
been named in every Thames Valley

Dana Lang in action for Hauraki.

Vixens team since 2021.

Last year, Dana was awarded a
scholarship to the Inside Running
Academy Programme, where she
spent two weeks training alongside
international players from the United
States, England, Argentina, and New
Zealand. This experience gave Dana a
glimpse of what a Black Fern’s week
is like.

Dana was then selected to play
in the New Zealand Dutch Barbar-
ian Rugby Sevens team, in the Global
Youth Sevens competition where
teams from all over the world came

to compete. “It was an experience |
never thought | would be doing until |
became a Black Fern,” she said.

Dana then made history becoming
part of the region’s first ever com-
petitive women’s team, The Hau-
raki North Diamonds and was named
vice-captain. “Making history showed
me how many people there are who
support me and women’s rugby in
general,” she said.

Finishing off this season, Dana was
also named vice-captain for Hauraki
North in the inaugural Club of Origin
competition.

e
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Hauraki North president Andrew
Williams expressed excitement about
Dana’s opportunity.

“What a fantastic opportunity for
Dana, an exciting young woman with
great potential. We wish Dana all the
best on her trip to Ireland,” he said.

Scott Day, of Thames Valley Rugby
Union said it had been fantastic to see
the growth of women and girls rugby
in the Thames Valley province.

“Dana has been a part of the jour-
ney since the beginning in 2020 and
has been a dedicated participant
across all internal competitions and

representative teams. This overseas
opportunity again amplifies the op-
portunities for female rugby players
both currently and in the years to
come,” he said.

“Dana will be the first official fe-
male Rugby player to formally play
overseas and the TVRU are excited to
see what she can achieve in her time
in Galway, Ireland. She will have op-
portunities to play alongside quality
players involved in the Connacht fran-
chise, and also be exposed to player
development from the Irish Women’s
Sevens coaches. The TVRU wish Dana
the best of luck on her endeavours”.

Dana’s parents, Graeme and Jackie
Lang, said they were incredibly proud.

“She has worked so hard and her
determination, leadership skills and
her passion for women’s rugby has
landed her this amazing opportu-
nity,” they said. “While she is hearty
and puts all her energy into the game
she is always laughing, smiling and
making sure all her teammates are
okay, and is always there to support
them. We will miss her halftime hugs
on the sideline while she is away, but
our hearts are so full and we are so
excited for her”

After recounting her journey to
this point, Dana said, “And now | am
here, preparing to go to Ireland for six
months”.

“I couldn’t be more grateful for my
parents’ involvement in this whole
exchange. Now that it’s confirmed, |
am feeling a mix of terrified-ness and
happiness.”

DETAILS: To help with the costs of
sending Dana to Ireland, please go
to: www.givealittle.co.nz/cause/
help-send-dana-to-ireland.

From September 1st we will open again on Sundays.

Full a-la-carte menu plus Sunday Roast Specials available

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday
Tues-Fri: 12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm
Sun: 12pm to 8pm

700 Pollen St, Thames

~ Phone 868 6008
# GBDThamesLtd




