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Valley Education
07 868 7892

027 314 1577

DRIVING ACADEMY
Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

Call or
text us

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Passions run high at Māori ward meeting, P3

Talk to
us about our
Community
Fund

TheDiproseMiller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.

Apply today.
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Ten new nurses have been ap-
proved for Thames Hospital’s 

emergency department as Te 
Whatu Ora moves to address its 
chronic understaffing issues. But 
although staff are “ecstatic” over 
the win, they say they will still 
be well short of approximately 
44 staff needed to manage their 
workload safely. 

Currently, the department has 
only 21.51 full-time equivalent 
(FTE) nursing roles on its roster. 
Even with 10 more nurses, it will 
still need an additional 12.29 FTE 
roles. 

ED nurse and NZ Nurses Or-
ganisation delegate Elizabeth 
Brundrit said working conditions 
had been unsustainable for some 
time, putting patients at risk. 

“[The recommended] one-to-
four patient ratio in emergency 
departments… we well exceed 
that,” she said, adding that ratios 
often were as high as one-to-nine, 
or one-to-18 if staff took a break. 

“Our matrix for night shift is 
only two nurses - a break on night 
shift is a bit of a luxury. It’s stress-
ful because you’re constantly con-
cerned that you’ll miss something 
or you’re wanting to get back and 
care for the patients in the wait-
ing room, but you can’t.

“And that’s very scary. You feel 
like you’re not doing a sufficient 
job.”

In April the department under-
went an analysis of patient data 
through workplace management 

software Tendcare, one of the 
last health departments in Wai-
kato to do so. The data showed it 
needed 43.8 FTE nurses in order 
to operate safely - a more than 
100 per cent increase on current 
staff numbers. Elizabeth said 
the nurses were thrilled with the 
analysis, and welcomed an end to 
the strain of understaffing. 

However in June, Te Whatu 
Ora announced a hiring freeze. 

Despite the freeze ostensibly 
applying only to non-patient-fac-
ing roles, Thames ED found itself 
unable to recruit. 

“To go through it all, to tick all 
the boxes that we need to do, and 
then at the end we’re told no… 
It’s very deflating for our nurses,” 
Elizabeth said. 

“We understand there are 
some budget cuts, [but] the staff, 
they’re exhausted.”

Elizabeth and the other nurse 
delegates have worked tirelessly 
to get some concessions from 
Te Whatu Ora. They organised 
a picket outside the hospital on 
July 30, highlighting the unsafe 
working conditions of the depart-
ment. They also sent letters, one 
to Te Whatu Ora’s new commis-
sioner Professor Lester Levy and 
one to Waikato group director of 
operations Michelle Sutherland, 
highlighting the issues. 

“Health New Zealand’s pri-
mary duty of care [is to] ensure 
the health, safety and wellbeing 
of workers… You are failing in 
this duty,” one of the letters read.

CONTINUED ON P2

PATIENTS ‘AT RISK’PATIENTS ‘AT RISK’

Emergency department 
nurse Elizabeth Brundrit

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12

Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Burtons Ca-
tering ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Tangata Ora Trust
for

• Mobility Equipment
• Daily Living Aides

• Information Support
• Advocacy

10am-1pmMon-Thur
607 Mackay St,Thames

868 7723

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel
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“We are continuously rationing care, which has 
potential to lead to patient harm and clinical er-
rors.” 

Elizabeth agreed, saying nurses were even 
having to cover multiple roles in one shift.

“We’re having to prioritise the triage because 
the sickest patient in our department is a patient 
that’s not been seen at all because they could 
have any issue,” she said. 

“You can’t then prioritise patients in the wait-
ing room. It’s just too big a role for one nurse. 
And because [the nurses] don’t get as far as the 
waiting room, that then also increases the length 
of patient stays because we can’t go and pre-do 
bloods or pre-order certain x-rays or give pain 
relief. Patients can deteriorate in our waiting 
room without being seen.” 

Thames ED staff received a letter in reply from 
Michelle Sutherland on September 4, saying she 
was pleased to confirm the additional staff, and 
hoped it would “go some way to reducing the 
workload of staff and to provide quality and safe 
care to patients”. 

Te Whatu Ora Waikato’s acting group director 
of operations and chief nurse Sue Hayward told 
The Profile she and Michelle Sutherland met 
with Thames nursing staff last month to discuss 
their concerns. 

“This allocation will support recruitment of 
extra nursing staff to be allocated to shifts at the 
hospital and enable improved night duty cover 
and a dedicated triage nurse. A budget increase 
for health care assistants has also been approved, 
which will further support nursing workload.” 

The changes mean staff can now begin to ad-
dress a number of health and safety issues caused 
by the understaffing, such as a lack of breaks on 

night shifts, inadequate monitoring of patients, 
and long waiting times. 

However, Elizabeth said the battle wasn’t over. 
“We’ve had 10 nurses approved and that’s in 

writing, which is fantastic,” she said. 
“We’re all ecstatic, it’s a huge win for Thames. 

This is going to make such a difference to patient 
care, to staff. [But] it’s a partial win, we’ve still a 
long way to go.”

The issues at Thames Hospital’s emergency 
department are far from uncommon. New Zea-
land Nurses Organisation’s Waikato organiser 
Nigel Dawson said Waikato Hospital’s emer-
gency department was also struggling. “Waikato 
ED had their calculations done at the same time 
[as Thames], so they’re short staffed but they’re 
nowhere near as dire as Thames was,” he said. 

“There’s still no general recruitment available 
at all. The hiring freeze that nobody will admit 
to is still going on… [Te Whatu Ora] have just 
last week allowed for maternity leave cover to 
be recruited to. Maternity leave, long-term ACC, 
basically any absences weren’t available to be 
recruited to, but the maternity one has changed. 
Obviously with a predominantly female work-
force for nursing that’s a big issue.”

Meanwhile, Elizabeth said she would be re-
turning to her delegate role with renewed energy. 

“Us four delegates that have been in Thames 
have fought so hard to get this far…we’re all ob-
viously so pleased,” she said. “It’s not manage-
ment, it’s us who’ve made the change. We’ve had 
multiple meetings a week, there’s so much we’ve 
done in our own time to get this. And we’ve done 
it for everybody - the community, for ourselves, 
for all of us. It’s a very good 
win and it’s going to make a 
significant change.”

ED short staffed, patients ‘at risk’
CONTINUED FROM P1

In Brief
CHILD DIES IN QUAD BIKE ACCI-
DENT
A child has died after a quad bike 
rolled on a Kaihere farm in the Hau-
raki District on Saturday, September 
7, an Auckland Westpac Rescue Hel-
icopter spokesperson confirmed. 
Police said emergency services re-
sponded to the scene around 4pm 
and one person was found dead. 
The Serious Crash Unit conducted 
a scene examination. WorkSafe had 
been advised and enquiries into the 
circumstances of the crash were on-
going, Police said.

ROAD CLOSURES
State Highway 29 over the Kaimai 
Range will be closed overnight for 
maintenance September 15-19 and 
November 17-21, 8pm-3:30am, 
with detours through Karangahake 
Gorge. Info: journeys.nzta.govt.nz.

BOOKARAMA
The Zonta Club of Thames Valley is 
holding its annual Bookarama event 
on Friday, October 25 and Saturday, 
October 26 (Labour Weekend) at 
St James’ Church hall in Thames. 
There’s something for everyone, 
including novels, cook books, New 
Zealand authors, and a great variety 
of books for children. Doors open at 
9am. Drop books off at ANZ Bank in 
Thames or Paeroa Information Cen-
tre. To have books picked up, Ph 07 
868 9970 or 027 273 7963.
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Māori ward go-ahead for Thames-Coromandel
Passions ran high on September 

3, as Thames Coromandel Dis-
trict Council affirmed its October, 
2023 decision to establish a Māori 
ward. 

More than 100 people turned up 
to the meeting, which was moved 
to the Thames Civic Centre to ac-
commodate the large crowd. The 
public forum gave attendees the 
chance to have their say directly to 
councillors, and there was a broad 
spectrum of viewpoints. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine o 
Hauraki chief executive Denise 
Messiter was firmly in support 
of Māori representation on the 
council. “We support whānau of 
all races, of all genders, to partici-
pate in a society they have been 
excluded from,” she said. 

“[This decision] is about you 
supporting all of us who are sitting 
in this room. The descendants of 
colonisers, and the descendants of 
tangata whenua… If you see us as 
[an] equal you will hold on to the 
vote that you made last year.”  

The Connecteen Rangatahi 
youth group also stood in favour. 

“We were brought up by parents 
that were silenced as children… 
My life is about giving our ranga-
tahi a voice. Please allow them to 
have a voice in this town. Please 
let our rangatahi have a future 
that they are a part of,” group 
mentor Roanne Mitchell-Te Teira 
said.

There was also dissension in the 
room, both regarding the need for 
Māori wards at all, and whether 
the council’s original decision had 
been fair and democratic.  

“We’re one people, we’re one 

Around 100 people showed 
up to the September 3 
meeting at the Thames Civic 
Centre.            Photo: SUPPLIED

race, and we’re one humanity,” 
Linda said from the public gallery. 
“What you are doing is dividing 
us.” 

“At the core is that you, coun-
cillors, must rescind the decision 
that you made… You did it without 
having a mandate. It’s not about 
the outcome, it’s not about the 
courage that has allegedly been 
shown. It’s about the fact that you 
did something that you did not 
have the mandate to do,” Flem-
ming Rasmussen said. 

“None of you went to the elector-
ate… You must go back and ask the 
people.” 

In the end, the council did af-
firm its decision to establish a 

Māori ward. However, this time 
the decision was not unanimous. 
Councillor Terry Walker abstained 
from voting and Councillor John 
Grant voted against, both saying 
they wanted a “democratic refer-
endum” on the topic.

The councillors emphasised 
there would be no cost to ratepay-
ers to fund a Māori councillor’s 
salary, confirming the remunera-
tion pool for councillors would not 
increase and they would effectively 
be taking a pay cut by adding an-
other member. 

The affirmation means council 
will now have Māori representa-
tion in the 2025 election. 

As with Hauraki District Coun-

cil’s affirmation on August 28, 
TCDC will also have to include 
a binding poll in its 2025 local 
body election. The poll is a direct 
requirement of the Local Govern-
ment (Electoral Legislation and 
Māori Wards and Māori Constit-
uencies) Amendment Act 2024, 
requiring councils which estab-
lished Māori wards without a ref-
erendum to seek a vote on their 
decisions. The poll will ask voters 
whether they would like a Māori 
ward or not, and the outcome will 
inform the makeup of the 2028 
and 2031 elections. 

The council also approved its 
representation review proposal, 
which recommended the coun-

cil be made up of one Mayor and 
10 councillors representing five 
wards. Appeals and objections to 
the proposal will close on October 
25. 

If the representation proposal is 
adopted, the 2025 election will see 
voters on the general roll electing 
nine councillors across the Co-
romandel-Colville, Mercury Bay, 
South-East and Thames general 
wards. Voters on the Māori roll 
will elect one councillor to repre-
sent the new district-wide Te Tara 
o Te Ika Māori ward, and all voters 
will be able to vote for a Mayor. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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ADVERTISEMENT

Old Coins CanToss Up a Rarity

Do you have a bunch of old coins sitting around in your
drawers and cupboards? You just never know what

rarities may be lurking there. The advice from Tony Grant
from John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited is to “bring
them in and let us have a look”. “No need to sort anything
out just bring them in ‘as is’ and please don’t clean them!
We can go through coin accumulations and collections
fairly quickly” he said. The buyers are particularly keen
to buy pre 1946 New Zealand Silver Coins for at least 10
times their face value (more for quantity). “In any event
we will buy All Coins,” said Mr Grant.

Some Big Dollars in Early Banknotes

Early New Zealand Banknotes dated
before 1932 are currently fetching big

money! ThisisaccordingtoMrTonyGrant,
author of the John Bertrand New Zealand
Coin & Banknote Catalogue. Mr Grant is
in the Thames, Haruaki and Coromandel
Regions this week on a buying trip for
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd and
would be very keen to see any of these
issues. “We will pay at least $300 for any
undamaged Ten Shilling or One Pound

banknote from a New Zealand trading
bank dated 1932 or before.

Denominations of five pounds and
higher would be worth from $700. “Any
banknote dated prior to 1900 would be
worth at least $1000” said Mr Grant.

Also purchased are any Reserve Bank
of New Zealand pre-decimal issues,
especially 50 Pound notes. All overseas
banknotes are also wanted, especially
early Pacific Island issues.

Mr Anthony (Tony)
W.Grant

Fellow of the Royal Numismatic
Society of New Zealand Incorporated

Director and Buyer
John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd

Author of the John Bertrand
NZ Coin & Banknote Catalogue

Gold & Silver
AtNearRecord

Prices

During these
uncertain times

we have seen a sharp
increase in the price of
precious metals. The gold price in New
Zealand is at near record levels so gather
up all your unwanted items and take them
along to thebuyers.TonyGrant says“Wecan
buy old gold items in all forms, including
Jewellery (Rings, Chains, Brooches etc),
Coins (Sovereigns and the like), Alluvial
(River Gold), virtually anything, even
Gold Teeth! We also need all Sterling Silver
including Cups, Tea Services, Cutlery and
Old Coins” he said.

Interesting Small
CollectablesWanted

The buyers from John Bertrand
(Collectables) Ltd, visiting theThames,

Haruaki and Coromandel Regions this
week, are happy to look at any interesting
items, for example vintage pocket and
wristwatches such as Rolex, Men’s Omega,
Breitling and gold watches etc. Also
wanted, pre 1950’s picturepostcards,Maori
and Pacific artefacts, old fountain pens and
other small antique or historical items.

“If you have something unusual
which you would like to sell, please
bring it into one of our venues, we would
like the chance to at least have a look at it”
said Tony Grant, buyer for the Company.
“We will consider anything which may be
of interest to a collector” he said.

Collectors NeedWarMedals

Currently, throughout NZ and the world there is a big
demand by collectors for war medals. These cover all

wars right through from the New Zealand LandWars and the
Boer War, to the First and Second World Wars and the later
Korea and Vietnam conflicts. New Zealand Servicemen and
Women first served overseas in the BoerWar in South Africa
around 1900 and the war medals awarded for this service are
needed by the buyers, as are any other Medals from early
New Zealand and the New ZealandWars.

General service medals from both the First and Second
World Wars will also be purchased, but as can be imagined
these were awarded in fairly large numbers. “If a group
of medals has any special award for bravery such as the
Military Medal, Military or Flying Cross or other medals for
Distinguished Conduct or Meritorious Service, these can
add great value to a group” stated Mr Tony Grant, buyer
for John Bertrand (Collectables) Ltd. “Many families have
old medals, some dating back to early Imperial days, that
they are not sure what to do with. These are better off in
the hands of collectors who will look after them. We will be
happy to look at any war medals whatsoever, just bring them
in to venues” he said.

John Bertrand Collectables
Buying inThames,Hauraki and
Coromandel Regions ThisWeek
Once again, the gold and collectables buyers

from Wellington company John Bertrand
Limited are visiting the Thames, Haruaki and
Coromandel Regions this week. Mr Tony Grant
from the company says, “If you are downsizing
or wanting to dispose of things because they no
longer serveanypurpose toyouoryour familybring
them in”. “This week will be a great opportunity
to have any items you want to sell assessed by
our buyers” said Mr Grant. Particularly wanted
are Gold and Silver (in any of its forms) and
Collectables such as Coins, Banknotes, War
Medals, OldWind-upWatches
and other interesting Small
Collectables.

“We are keen buyers,
especially of the items in the
list below” said Mr Grant.
“Nothing is too small for our
consideration. We are just
as happy buying 1 item as
we are buying 1,000 items”
he said. The buyers will be
in the Thames, Haruaki and
Coromandel Regions this week
(see details below). As Tony
Grant points out “If you are
in doubt about any items you
may wish to sell, bring them
along for an instant appraisal.”

Please note: If you sell
anything to us, suitable ID is
required. Please also bring
your bank account details
for the deposit of funds for

larger purchases.

NO
APPOINTMENT

NECESSARY

Members of the Australasian Numismatic
Dealers Association and the New Zealand

Numismatic Dealers Association

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) ARE BUYING NOW!!

COINS
• All Gold & Silver Coins
• Gold Sovereigns
• Gold Half Sovereigns
• NZ Silver Coins 1946 & Before
(at least 10 times face value)

• Also wanted NZ &World Coins
after 1946

• Australian Silver Coins to 1963
• English Silver Coins to 1946
• NZ 1935 “Waitangi Crown”
• USA Coins up to 1964
• Old Collections &Accumulations ofWorld Coins
• Modern Collector’s Coins & Sets
• NZ Reserve Bank Sets
*No Pennies or Halfpennies Please*

COLLECTABLES
• Albums & Accumulations of Pre 1920s Postcards
(used or unused)

• Old Fountain Pens
• Maori & Pacific Artefacts

TOKENS
• NZ & Australian “Tradesmen’s” Tokens
• NZ Transportation Tokens
• Railway Passes
• Tram Tokens (not Dunedin Tramways)
• Presbyterian Church Communion Tokens
• Bread Tokens
• Theatre, Cafe, Discount Tokens etc
• Any other tokens relating to early New Zealand

WRIST & POCKET WATCHES
• Gold & Silver Pocket Watches
• Any Rolex Watches
• Omega Gents Watches
• Any Breitling, Jaegar Le Coultre, Vacheron &
Constantin, Patek Philippe, or IWCWatches

• Moon Phase Watches
• Chiming or AlarmWatches (Pocket or Wrist)
• Military Watches
• Divers Watches
• All other pre 1950s wind up watches
(parts value only)
*No Quartz or Battery OperatedWatches Please*

WAR MEDALS ETC

• The New Zealand Wars & Boer War Medals
• 1st World War Medals
• 2nd World War Medals, Stars etc
• Orders and Decorations
• Korea & Vietnam Medals
• Antarctic or other Polar Medals
• Fire Brigade Medals
• Lodge Medals
• Shooting Medals
• Military Badges and all other
Military Medals

• Gold returning Fob Medals or “Tokens of Honour”
from residents of small town New Zealand

HISTORICAL MEDALS
• A&P Show- Gold, Silver & Bronze Medals
• Commemorative Medals & Medalets
• Prize Medals (Gold & Silver)
• Sports Medals (Gold & Silver)
• Life Saving Medals
• Shipwreck Medals
• Coronation Medals
• etc, etc, etc

OLD GOLD
• Unwanted Jewellery or Broken Rings
• Gold Chains
• Gold Watch Cases
• Alluvial (River) Gold
• Dental Gold
• Gold Coins
• Gold Racing & Trophy Cups

GOLD & SILVER
• Racing Cups
• A&P Show Cups
• Sports Cups
• Presentation Keys & Trowels
• Show Pieces
• Sterling Silver Tea Sets
• Sterling Silver Cutlery
• Scrap Gold & Silver

*No EPNS or Silver Plated items Please*

BANKNOTES
• NZ & Australian “Trading Bank” Notes pre 1932
(e.g. Bank of New SouthWales, Bank of NZ etc)

• Reserve Bank of NZ Pre-Decimal Notes
• Any £20, £50 or £100 Notes
• Hong Kong & Malayan Banknotes
• Australian Pre Decimal Notes
• Australian “Star” Notes
• Early Fijian and Samoan Banknotes
• NZ Traders Promissary Notes (1840s)
• NZ Government Debentures
• NZ Banknotes overprinted for
use in Fiji, Cook Islands etc

• Postal Notes
• All other World Banknotes

g

WE WANT
TO BUY –
CASH-IN

NOW

John Bertrand (Collectables) Limited
T: 04 232 9832 • E: info@bertrand.co.nz
Level 1 Harcourt’s Building, 215 Main Road,
Tawa, Wellington 5028
PO Box 323, Wellington 6140

John Bertrand The Trusted Name In Numismatics Since 1965!

No item too small for
our consideration

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LTD
OUR BUYERS ARE IN YOUR AREA THIS WEEK

PAEROA Thurs 12 Sept War Memorial Small Hall, 144 Normanby Road 12 noon to 2 pm

THAMES Fri 13 Sept Thames Citizens Band Hall, 301a Queen Street 9 am to 11 am

COROMANDEL
TOWN

Fri 13 Sept Coromandel Citizens Hall, 455 Kapanga Road 1 pm to 3 pm

WHITIANGA Sat 14 Sept St Andrew’s Church Foyer, 82 Albert Street 9 am to 11 am

TAIRUA Sat 14 Sept St Francis House, 244 Main Road 12.30 pm to 2 pm

WHANGAMATA Sat 14 Sept Whangamata Baptist Church Lounge, 301 Port Road 3 pm to 4.30 pm
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(selected models)

ww

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Feel
Soft

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
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Hauraki District Council chief steps down
Summing up 29 years of 

employment with Hauraki 
District Council, outgoing chief 
executive Langley Cavers said 
it was like “leaving his whānau 
behind”.

Mr Cavers has guided the 
council team through many 
highs and lows during his 23 
years as chief executive, where 
he is well regarded for setting 
the tone for his “roll out the 
red carpet, not the red tape” 
philosophy. 

He leaves his role on Novem-
ber 1, handing the reins to in-
coming chief executive, David 
Speirs.

For transparency and good 
governance, the chief execu-
tive’s role is reviewed every five 
years, which requires the in-
cumbent to reapply each time.

At the last round, the elected 
members agreed to a one-off 
extension of two years, bring-
ing Mr Cavers’ 23-year tenure 
as chief executive to a close.

“Being a regulatory body, we 
can’t always give people the 
‘yes’ that they want, so the job 
comes with its challenges, but 
fairness, approachability and 
fiscal responsibility have al-
ways been my driving motiva-
tions,” he said.

With his background as an 
engineer, Mr Cavers also bal-
anced the complexities of de-
livering rates affordability with 
necessary infrastructure main-
tenance and upgrades.

“For all staff and elected 
members, affordability is the at 
the forefront of our minds. This 
year has been a particularly 
tough one to balance, but with 
some hard decisions made, 
like financing the new Paeroa 
Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
(the largest single infrastruc-

ture project that council has 
undertaken), the community 
will feel the benefits for many 
years to come,” he said.

Asked about his lasting mem-
ories, Mr Cavers said he had 
always appreciated the Hau-
raki people’s “get-stuck-in at-
titude”, which served him well 

when one of his first jobs as 
the new chief executive was to 
manage the catastrophic 2001 
event when Waihī houses dis-
appeared into a 50 by 15 metre 
hole caused by old mine works.

“As I reflect on my 29 years 
with council, those early years 
as CE brought home just what 

responsibilities lie with the role 
– at Hauraki it really is more 
than just a job,” he said.

Incoming chief executive Da-
vid Speirs joins council on  No-
vember 4. He is currently the 
Head of Regional Relationships 
for Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency.

Langley Cavers, left, has been employed by Hauraki District Council for 29 years, 23 as chief executive.              Photo: SUPPLIED
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"Dancing With The Staff inue hosting DWTS." - Dana Lang

'It was an awesome opportu ething outside of the classroom." -

Dancing

ff was so successful! All I hope is the following head students carry on the tradition and conti

unity for staff and students to get to know each other and have some fun doing some
Jaymee Davies

Education
HPC students and staff hit the dance floor
Books and pencils were left 

behind on August 5 as 
students and staff at Hauraki 
Plains College laced up their 
boogie shoes for a night of 
dance glitz and glam.

The Dancing with the Staff 
fundraiser was put on by the 
college, raising $1175 for its 
year 13 students to go to camp 
in term three.

Around 200 students, staff, 
parents and peers arrived to 
watch the inaugural show in 
the school hall.

Fourteen year 13 students 
and staff members were paired 
up and tasked with putting to-
gether a dance routine for the 
event. There were two sets of 
winners on the night, one duo 
chosen by the judges and one 
duo chosen by the audience.

The judges were made up of 
deputy principal Jaco Dreyer, 
former HPC department head 
of music Stu Green, Hauraki 
District Mayor Toby Adams 
and Whaea Moana Te Mo-
ananui.

Victors of the evening were 
head of department of the arts 
Jacqui-May Allison-Dodds, or 
Mrs A-D, and year 13 drama 
student Jordan Liversedge, 
who won the judges over with 
their performance of dancing 

through the decades.
Mrs A-D told The Profile their 

dance routine started from a 
stylistic Bridgerton waltz, into 
the grease hand jive of the 50s, 
and ended with classic hip hop 
moves. When she found out 
about their win, Mrs A-D said 
she felt thrilled, relieved and 
“proud of my dance partner”.

“He just rolled with whatever 
I suggested and came up with 
his own ideas too.

“Even if it didn’t work in re-
hearsals, we were able to laugh 

about it.”
Winners of the audience vote  

were year 13 dean Anish Chand 
and year 13 student Saige Syme, 
who said their theme was about 
the seasons of the year, with a 
different song and dance genre 
to fit each season.

“The lights on our costumes 
also changed to fit the seasons,” 
Saige said.

“I had a white tassel dress 
with colour changing lights 
which changed depending on 
the song [and] season and Mr 

Chand had a vest to match.”
“We were lucky to have sup-

porters that changed the lights 
by remote.”

While Saige was an expe-
rienced dancer, it was Mr 
Chand’s first time dancing in 
front of an audience - and the 
duo made it work. 

Year 11 dean Tezhar Payma-
ni said he and his dance part-
ner, Jaymee Davies, wanted to 
share something from each of 
their generations’ dance.

The pair’s theme was ‘Who is 

HPC principal Sharon Moller, left, with dance duo winners Mr Anish Chand and year 13 Paige Symes.   Photo: SUPPLIED                                      

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA the king of pop?’ which includ-
ed a mix of Michael Jackson 
and Bruno Mars, Mr Paymani 
said. “Both artists are super 
upbeat so we just wanted to 
have some fun.

“We had a mix of old school 
moves and TikTok moves.”

There were also some family 
ties in the mix of participants 
with the Tawa mother and son 
duo.

Whaea Jenny Tawa and year 
13 head student Nikora Tawa 
performed a rendition of The 
Blues Brothers’ Shake A Tail 
Feather scene. Nikora said 
they wanted something to get 
people up and dancing.

Before the dance, Nikora 
said he just wanted to get it 
over and done with, “but I was 
proud of myself after”.

Meanwhile, Whaea Jenny 
said she was nervous and excit-
ed beforehand, but was “ready 
to sign autographs” after.

For their costumes, the pair 
“rocked” the classic Blues 
Brothers suits, shades, ties and 
“attitude”, she said.

“Imagine two penguins in 
suits, throwing out their best 
moves.”

Whaea Jenny said her goal 
was to “have a bit of fun with 
my son”.

“We nailed it.”
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2006 Mercedes Benz B170
Auto, Low Kms

$7,990
VALUE

2004 Toyoya 1st
1.5 Ltr Auto, Alloys, Body Kit

$5,990
ONLY

2007 Toyota Auris
1.8 Ltr Auto, Alloys, T-Bar, Camera

LOOK
$7,990

2015 Holden Cruz Equipe
1.8Ltr Auto, Low Kms, Supurb

ONLY
$9,990

2008 Mazda Demio
1.5Ltr Auto, Sport Model, TOP BUY

$5,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Economical SUV

NOW
$12,990

2011 Holden Barina
1.6Ltr Auto, Low 64 Kms

VALUE
$8,990

2009 Mercedes Benz C300
V6 Auto, 20” Alloys, Superb Car

$13,990

Small school makes big sound-waves at Bandquest
Everybody knows the hills 

are alive with the sound 
of music, but so is a little pri-
mary school tucked away in the 
Thames Valley.

Nothing can stop the tunes 
from pouring out of Kerepēhi 
Primary School, where not 
only one but two of the school’s 
bands struck a chord at a music 
competition on August 15.

The Kere Taniwhas and 5 
Starz bands competed at the 
regional event for Waikato 
Bandquest in Hamilton and 
went home with accolades in 
tow.

Kerepēhi students Malakai 
Anderson, Tori Tai, Faith An-
derson, Logan Matete, Lyfe 
Kaneri-Taylor and Hinerau 
Castle-Toto, make up the band 
The Kere Taniwhas.

The group won the Rocking 
Drummer Award for Malakai 
Anderson, and Star Vocalist 
Awards for Logan Matete and 
Faith Anderson, who also won 
it last year.

The second band, 5 Starz, is 
made up of students Xemba 
Sadinas, Karvell Kelly, Jahvarn 
Kaneri-Taylor, Lucy Tube, 
Krysla Watene-Joseph, Rose 
Bains and Hail Puata.

5 Starz won third place over-
all and a $300 credit to buy an 
instrument from The Rock-
shop.

Music teacher Matua Stu 
Green told The Profile he was 
just “massively proud of them”.

“The two bands have been 
playing together since the be-

ginning of the year,” he said.
“They’ve come such a long 

way.”
Matua Stu said the coolest 

thing was they were students 
from a small school who per-
formed on a big stage and 
“these guys really stood up”.

Matua Damian Anderson 
said they practiced hard and it 
was quite emotional because 

both bands did well.
“[There] may have been a tear 

in our eyes when they pulled it 
off,” he said.

The students, who practice 
together every Monday and 
Wednesday in the school mu-
sic room, said they were really 
proud of their achievements 
from the night.

Hinerau, 12, said she was 

nervous to begin with, while 
10-year-old Lucy also said she 
felt more confident once she 
got up there.

Jahvarn, 12, said it was pretty 
cool getting to perform, while 
Rose, 12, said it was fun to 
watch all the other bands do 
their soundcheck in the after-
noon.

Logan, 10, said it was awe-

Kerepēhi Primary School music students say music brings them together.         Photo: DAMIAN ANDERSON

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA some to see their community 
come out to support them.

“We had a big support base 
there.”

One thing that helped Logan 
get over the nerves was “just 
doing it” he said, while Lucy 
said: “if you make a mistake, 
just keep on going”.

Tori Tai, 12, said music was a 
safe space, while Hinerau said 
it was something that “brings 
us together”.

And Krysla Watene-Joseph, 
12, said it was something that 
helped create bonds.

Some things the students 
said they found difficult about 
being in a band was making 
sure they were all in time with 
each other, resolving different 
opinions and when you “can’t 
get that one line”.

The next thing students were 
working toward was getting 
some original music written 
and recorded, Matua Stu said.

And the plan was “we’re go-
ing to release them on Spotify”.

Matua Stu said they had 
started their own record label 
called KP Records.

All seven of the school’s 
bands would write, record and 
release their music, Matua Stu 
said.

“If all goes well, there will be 
seven tracks altogether.”

The students were aiming to 
have this done next term, he 
said. For others thinking about 
starting a band, the Kerepēhi 
musos said “just go for it.. it’ll 
be fun as”.

“Believe in yourself… just go 
out there and smash it”.
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60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Head in store to
find out more

Ends: 31/10/24

Ends: 30/9/24

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

‘Waihī dust’ causes illness, death among miners
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

As he entered Waihī on an October 
morning in 1895, the Auckland 

Star reporter met 14 miners march-
ing out for Paeroa, four of them in 
turns carrying a mate on a stretcher. 
On asking what was the matter he 
was told the man was dying and 
wished to reach Auckland before he 
died. He wouldn’t survive the journey 
by coach, so the 14 men were carry-
ing him to Paeroa, a distance of 15 
miles, to give him a chance of reach-
ing Auckland by steamer alive. The 
cause of his illness was due to what 
came to be known as the deadly 
‘Waihī dust’.

The cyanide process of gold-sav-
ing was very much in vogue on the 
Northern goldfields. Ore was crushed 
in the dry and newly-calcined condi-
tion, and consequently the air in the 
batteries was pervaded with an al-
most impalpable dust, which settled 
on the workmen, and was continually 
drawn into their lungs.

Anyone, said the Waihī reporter, 
who had experienced the battery 
dust and spent even half an hour un-
der its influence could readily under-
stand its fearful effects. It was a far 
sadder sight than any funeral to see 

The grave of Hugh Hill at Shortland cemetery in Thames.           Photo: SUPPLIED

these men carrying so tenderly what 
a couple of years ago was a strong, 
healthy young fellow, now reduced to 
a skeleton. “Steps should be taken to 
compel those working in the battery 
to wear protectors over the mouth 
and nose in order to at least minimise 
the horrible effects of this dry dust,” 
he wrote.

Initially reaction to the dust was 
nonchalant. A report on a Waihī foot-
ball club dance noted: “The dust was 
flying rather thick, but being battery 
hands (dry crushers at that) we are 
used to it, though some of our dress 
suits suffered.” News from the Waihī 
goldmines announced “a mountain 
of gold” was now being produced, 
the battery dust though was a great 
drawback, many men getting a lung 
disease they called ‘stonemason’.

James Campbell, 28, single, once a 
strong able-bodied young man who 
had been working at the battery for 
six years, fell victim to the dry crush-
ing process in June, 1895. In the tank 
shed where he worked the men were 
almost invisible in the fine dust; in 
fact the whole battery was described 
as being “in a complete fog”. Nearly 
all of Waihī attended his funeral at 
Paeroa’s Pukerimu cemetery.

“Is there no law to protect men’s 
lives in dry crushing batteries?” asked 
a Thames Advertiser correspondent. 
Dry crushing, he said, was “a species 
of suicide, takes a little longer than 
putting a charge of dynamite in your 
mouth and firing it off, but is just as 
certain”. 

The mining company, it was re-
ported, began taking steps to provide 
their employees with respirators, and 
stop as much dust as possible. They 
also sent some of their employees 
away for a holiday. These measures 
were too late for 31-year-old Charles 

Pye, the man carried out of Waihī on a 
stretcher. His mates succeeded in get-
ting him to a steamer and he made it 
home to Auckland to his wife Amelia 
and two small children. He died a few 
days later “after a long and painful ill-
ness, borne with Christian fortitude” 
and was buried at Howick.

By January 1896 there had been 
four deaths caused by the ‘dust evil’ 
at Waihī. Alfred Dance, 34, an Aus-
tralian, became the fifth victim after 
suffering from acute lung inflamma-
tion. “No man”, said the Waihī Miner, 
“can work in this dust longer than five 
years and live.” Alfred, a married man 
with three children, had been em-
ployed in the Waihī Company’s bat-
tery for just two years, and was only 
10 days seriously ill before he suc-
cumbed. He was buried at Paeroa’s 
Pukerimu cemetery.

“The number of deaths from 
‘Waihī dust’ is becoming scandal-
ous and shocking,” said the Observer 

newspaper. “No less than five deaths 
from inhaling the dust from the dry 
crushing of ore at the Waihī gold 
battery have occurred... Five strong 
young men have been sent away to 
die through Waihī dust. Surely the 
men working in the battery should be 
compelled to wear respirators, or else 
the management should take meas-
ures to reduce or obviate the danger 
due from inhaling this deadly dust.”

Apart from providing gauze respira-
tors for the use of battery hands, and 
allowing some of them a change of 
employment outside at reduced pay, 
the  Waihī Company had done abso-
lutely nothing to protect the health of 
their employees. The gauze respira-
tors proved next to useless, becom-
ing quickly choked up with dust, and 
requiring constant cleaning. As for the 
change of work offered to the men 
once in a while, there was not much 
inducement for men to change their 
occupation when they could earn 

higher wages in the battery.
Compounding the problem was 

dust storms which periodically swept 
through the township in great gritty 
clouds from the Waihī Plains. “Give us 
rain, mud and anything in preference 
to this dust laden atmosphere,” cried 
the Ohinemuri Gazette.

In February, Julius Rene, a 30-year-
old from Mauritius, whose surname 
was generally pronounced ‘Ryan’, be-
came the sixth recorded victim of the 
Waihī dust. He was employed at the 
stone crusher. After working in the 
dust-polluted atmosphere for nearly 
three years, he felt the symptoms of 
lung disease overtaking him

He at once proceeded to Thames 
Hospital, where he received the best 
treatment possible, but gradually 
sank and died. Julius was a generous-
hearted and popular young fellow, 
and belonged to the Ancient Order of 
Foresters, members of which attend-
ed his funeral at Shortland cemetery. 
His death “adds but another victim to 
the man-slaying Waihī battery dust,” 
said the Thames Advertiser.

There was great talk, prior to MP 
for Ohinemuri Mr Cadman’s visit 
to Waihī, as to the alterations he 
had planned for reducing the bat-
tery dust to a minimum. But he came 
in the height of the dry season, when 
there were only some 10 out of 90 
head of stampers actually working. 
No more was heard of the improve-
ments. “Perhaps a few more victims 
will have to be offered up before any 
move is made in the  direction indi-
cated,” said the Thames Advertiser.

Joseph Hicken, better known as 
Stamper Joe, had worked at the bat-
tery for five years but in June 1896 he 
was ordered to leave for the benefit 
of his failing health. Stamper Joe and

CONTINUED ON P9
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his mate Gibson took advantage of 
cheap steamboat fares and went to 
Sydney together. On their return Gib-
son resumed his employment at the 
battery, but Stamper Joe found himself 
physically unfit to again face the deadly 
battery dust.  

He got worse, and went into Auck-
land Hospital but was subsequently 
discharged as incurable. Joe then de-
cided to pass the remainder of his 
days amongst his Waihī friends, and he 
died at the house of Mr McDermott, 
sub battery manager. The funeral of 
Stamper Joe was well attended and his 
remains were followed to the Waihī 
cemetery by a large crowd. His mate 
Gibson left the Waihī battery shortly af-
ter, as did Henry Dance, brother of the 
late Alfred. Several battery hands fol-

lowed suit. The advent of powerful suc-
tion fans installed at the Waihī battery 
by mid 1896 miraculously rendered the 
air absolutely clear. But there was one 
last victim - Dick Holland, 29, single, a 
popular man who had recently won a 
billiard tournament at Waihī. He had 
worked at the battery for five years. 
His mates were very much cut up at his 
death which came as precautions being 
taken by the Waihī Company pointed 
to a cessation of the dismal death rate. 
Dick was buried at Auckland.

The suction fans, said the Ohinemuri 
Gazette, “will add enormously to the 
health and convenience of the battery 
hands, and we shall no longer hear of 
the ‘Dust Blight’, or of lives sacrificed... 
By the bye, I hear that the Waihī Com-
pany’s next return will be a magnificent 
one.”

CONTINUED FROM P8

Waihī’s deadly dust
DAFFODIL DAY THANKS
On the 30th August, the Hauraki 
and Thames-Coromandel came 
together in support of Daffodil 
Day.

You may be aware that Daffodil 
Day is the Cancer Society’s 
most important fundraiser. The 
funds we raise together help us 
continue our services for another 
year in the region, ensuring we 
are there to give support at the 
time it is needed the most.

But Daffodil Day is important 
for another reason as well. It 
unites the community, bringing 
us together to wear our daffodils 
in solidarity with those we know 
and love on the cancer journey.

I’d like to personally thank 
the Hauraki and Thames 
communities for the support 
they have given us this Daffodil 
Day. 

I’d also like to acknowledge the 
many volunteers who donated 
their time to be on our collection 
stands.

I’d also like to express my 
gratitude to Pat and John Ridings 
of Ngatea, Jo and Allan Gradwell 
of Thames, and Jennifer Chappel 
of Waihi, who put in dozens of 
hours of their time as volunteer 
co-ordinators in the region and 
who are responsible for making 
sure their towns were painted 
yellow.

Thank you all so much for 
being there for us this Daffodil 
Day. With your support, we can 
be there for the one in three with 
cancer with cancer in Hauraki 
and Thames-Coromandel.

- Helen Carter
Chief executive, Cancer Society 

Waikato/Bay of Plenty

Denise Stockwell, Michelle Grainger, Marcia Grainger, Jocelyn Davies, and Michelle MacDonald.     Photos: KATHY BLAND

Hauraki councillor Carole Daley, left, with Cancer Lodge Host Anna Irvine.

Carol Linton welcomes participants.

 Jeanne McNair and Allison Slavich.

A sea of yellow
The annual Paeroa Daffodil Day fundraising luncheon was held 
on August 26 at the Paeroa RSA, raising $3560 for the Cancer 
Society. Most of the fresh daffodils had been presold due to 
the early flowering season this year. Carol Linton welcomed 
everyone to the function, followed by speeches by Hauraki 
District councillor Carole Daley and Cancer Society Lodge Host 
Anna Irvine. Mel’s Catering provided lunch for around 120 
people, including volunteers. This was followed by spot prizes, 
raffles and an auction. The grocery raffle was won by Ginny 
Wilkinson, the gift basket was won by Gayle Coe and the picnic 
basket was won by Allison Beach. KATHY BLAND captured the 
colourful event.

Ruby Peke-Tupaea, Winnie Brownlee, Arthur Peke-Tupaea, Christopher 
Norman, Aimee Miller and Sam Morrison enjoy the luncheon.

Volunteers helped make the Daffodil Day fundraiser a success.    SUPPLIED

LETTERS Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 
3600. Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 words or less and 

may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.
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Hauraki Plains College students with their environment mahi.                                    Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Eco-warriors
Students from 10 schools gath-

ered at the Kauaeranga Visi-
tor Centre on September 5, to 
celebrate National Conservation 
Week with an environment hui. 

The hui, organised through 
Enviroschools and the Waikato 
Regional Council, was a chance 
for schools to showcase their 
environmental projects, hear 
speakers, and participate in 
workshops led by local experts.

Enviroschools groups from 
Hauraki Plains College and 
Moanataiari, Netherton, Paeroa 
Central, Pārāwai, Pūriri, Tairua, 
Tapu, Turua and Waikino pri-
mary schools attended. 

Inspired by the Conservation 
Week theme ‘taking action for 
nature’, each school group began 
the day by hosting a “market 
stall” display. 

Hauraki Plains College’s 
display was run by four of the 
school’s Year 13 leaders. They 
told The Profile they had been 
working hard to implement a 
recycling system on campus. The 
project was prompted by the re-
sults of their student-led survey 
and waste audit, which found 
the college had produced 55.3kg 
of waste in a single day. 

“We realised our recycling was 
not that good at school,” they 
said. “There was a general con-

sensus that there needed to be 
an improvement.” 

Following the market, stu-
dents heard from Thames Coro-
mandel District Councillor Ro-
byn Sinclair, who has a Masters 
degree in ecological entomology 
and a special interest in conser-
vation. She encouraged their 
efforts, asking them to “stay 
curious” and keep caring for the 
environment.

The rest of the day was filled 
with workshops. Students rotat-
ed between a number of differ-
ent stations. They encountered 
native geckos; learned about 
water testing, Maungatautari 
Sanctuary Mountain, and kauri 
protection; heard the sound of 
a kiwi; tried their hand at recy-
cling; checked stream traps for 
native fish; learned about pest 
trapping; spied for seabirds; and 
discussed native tree planting. 

Experts from Predator Free 
NZ, Hillary Outdoors Centre, 
Maungatautari, Enviroschools, 
the Department of Conserva-
tion, Thames Coast Kiwi Care, 
Pare Hauraki Native Nursery, 
the Seagull Centre, Hauraki-
Coromandel Predator Free, 
and the Pukorokoro Shorebird 
Centre were on hand to lead the 
students through each activity. 

Pūriri School kids learn about predator control. Pārāwai School students learn about native seedlings.

Paeroa Central School kids sort recycling. Moanataiari School’s Maggie with a forest gecko.

A Tapu School student inspects a wetland insect.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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From $499$349.95

$899

$950
Hauraki Plains Motors

SPECIAL PRICE

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

BBQ season is on its way
MASPORT X-GRILL
3 burner, cover,
grill & convection

ZIGGY - NEWMODELS
Even better than before

BEEFMASTER
Portable BBQ

FIREHAWK

“ pack up your suitcase
& take it to the beach!”

Check out the NEW
pellet grill

destination in its own right, a 
thriving farmers’ market is one 
aspect of that.”  

Organisers said there were 
many stall holders who say 
they are travelling outside the 
area on Sundays to other mar-
kets because there is no dedi-

cated farmers’ market in the 
region on Sundays. After much 
deliberation, they’ve decided to 
launch a new market, Katikati 
Sunday Farmers’ Market, with 
a unique time of 11am to 3pm.  

The market is expected to run 
year-round with several stun-

ning Katikati locations in the 
works. Organisers are calling 
out to anyone with produce, 
a food business idea or pro-
duce-related products to make 
contact and get ready for the 
expected opening on Labour 
weekend:  October 27.  

“Our markets are not run to 
make a profit, it’s about creat-
ing an amazing space for the 
community to come together 
to trade, talk and feel proud of 
their towns.”  

Changes to Coromandel Com-
munity Market, details: P17

Farmers’ market to return to Waihī Beach
Locals and visitors to the 

Waikato/Bay of Plenty re-
gion will be spoilt for choice of 
Farmers’ Markets this spring 
and summer.   

The popular Waihī Beach 
Saturday Market at Waihī 
Beach School is gearing up for 
its opening weekend on Sep-
tember 28. 

Beach Market organisers are 
excited to bring back the popu-
lar market with many locals 
voicing how much they missed 
it over winter.

The market had many suc-
cessful large events last year 
and aimed to bring back this 
positive community spirit to 
the region, organisers said.

The Waihī Beach Saturday 
Market has teamed up with 
Waihī Beach Community 
Events & Promotions to bring 
at least three large communi-
ty-wide admission-free events 
planned for Waihī Beach lo-
cals.  

“We aim to draw many visi-
tors to the Waihī Beach area 
and economy,” Beach Markets 
vendor manager Donna Mc-
Donald said. “We can’t wait to 
share what we’ve planned for 
this season, it will be hard to 
top last season. We want peo-
ple who visit Waihī Beach to 
stay longer, shop locally and 
consider Waihī Beach as a 

The popular Waihī Beach Saturday Market at Waihī Beach School is gearing up for its opening weekend on September 28.            Photos: SUPPLIED
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3 Mackay St
PAEROA

www.liquidlaundromats.com

Large & Small Washers

Fast Dryers

$1 Extra Dry Time

Self Service

Wash‘n’Dry in One Hour

Bedding, Duvets

Eco Friendly

Animal Blanket Washer

½ PRICE½ PRICE
WASHING & DRYINGWASHING & DRYING

SPECIALSPECIAL
*$2.00 wash - 8kg - Cold Cycle*$2.00 wash - 8kg - Cold Cycle
*$2.00 fast dry - 14kg - 25 mins*$2.00 fast dry - 14kg - 25 mins

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Throws for cold
Merino (1.85 m x 1.4 m)
100% Wool (2m x 1.4m)

• Cushions

• Jewellery

• Wall Art• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards

• Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

• Possum Merino Gloves
• Alpaca and mohair throws

HOLIDAY AT HOME

For more information contact
Nikki: 022 130 3885 - nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz or

Davidda: 022 174 3988 - davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

Be part of our special feature
in the October 2nd issue & give
our readers a reason to stay

home this coming long weekend
instead of spending their money

in another region.
Booking deadline:

Thursday September 20

SPORTS REPORTS
Tighthead Ted report – Thames Valley v 
Whanganui
The Bill Osborne Taonga is off down to 
Whanganui after the visitors held out a 
Valley onslaught in the last 10 minutes to 
take the match 16-14. To be fair though, 
Valley had done everything they could to 
lose the match, and as much as it pains 
ole Tighthead Ted to say, Whanganui did 
deserve the win.
The Butcher Boys played an exemplary 
game into the breeze in the first spell, 
monopolising the ball after Valley started 
off with a hiss and a roar, a try to flanker 
Cam Dromgool, who showed more toe 
than a roman sandal, chasing down a 
Leroy Neels kick in the first five minutes. 
Then some fine forward work, the good 
old fashioned pick and go to the fore put-
ting Whanganui under pressure, a nice 
break from Charlie Marsh that should 
have been converted to a five pointer, 
but the Swampies couldn’t break some 
stoic defence. This was aided at times 
with some basic errors and wrong op-
tions, but it was looking promising that 
using the wind in the first spell would be 
rewarded.
But Whanganui are made of stern stuff, 
and they monopolised possession 
through the last 20 minutes of the first 
spell, before taking a kickable penalty in 
the final moments to go into the break 
down 3-7. Valley would have been disap-
pointed with their return from the first 
40, some fine work from their forwards 
unrewarded. Speaking of unrewarded, 
the Valley scrum was a dominant force 
once again this week, and once again not 
earning penalties. Not one to criticise 
match officials, so I won’t, even when 
they deserve it. And don’t talk to me 
about lineout throws. But that wasn’t 
the losing of the match, we blew a few 
of our own throws too that are normally 
bread and butter for the our big grunters 
up front.
Moan over – second half kicked off and 
Valley again mixed some good play with 
some not so flash. Whanganui landed a 
penalty early in that second 40 to reduce 
the lead to one point, and with the wind 

The Bill Osborne Taonga is off down to Whanganui after the visitors won the match 16-14.                        Photos: TVRFU

TV RUGBY

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

picking up, it was looking like it could be a 
tough day at the office. The game turned 
into a bit of an arm wrestle through this 
stage, neither team able to crack open 
some solid defence. Whanganui earned 
themselves another kickable penalty, 
rewarded for their only dominant scrum 
of the match with a penalty (go figure), 
and took a two point lead into the final 
quarter 9-7.
The match was still there for the winning, 
but too many errors in core skills killed 
the chances – a missed touch for a regu-
lation five metre lineout drive, a crooked 
throw (some were spotted), a missed 
tackle, wrong options, (don’t kick it, run 
it, don’t run it, kick it) and from these 
a loopy run from broken play saw the 
Whanganui fullback score Whanganui’s 
only five pointer, and with 10 to go on 
the clock, the visitors took a command-
ing lead 16-7.
Thames Valley didn’t lie down and die 
though, they got stuck in with some 

2024 North Island Heartland Under 16 Champions, Thames Valley.
good into-the-wind rugby, the forwards 
taking control, and finally cracked the 
visitors defence, for Fletcher Morgan to 
crash over under the posts to take the 
score to 14-16. Time was almost up on 
the clock though, but the Swampies took 
the kickoff, and proceeded to batter the 
Whanganui defence through to the 87th 

minute. 
There was no way through though, the 
Valley were unable to push through in 
close or out wide, and it was a matter of 
time before an error saw the ball coughed 
up and Whanganui kick the ball out to 
finish the match and take the Heartland 
points and the Bill Osborne Taonga.

Big matches upfront once again from the 
Valley pack, led by the young tackling ma-
chine prop Will Martin and his partner in 
crime Hiliau Latu. Both props prominent 
in defence, and also prominent with ball 
carries as they Valley looked to come 
back into the match late. Cam Dromgool 
was a machine in the loose, rewarded 
with an early try. The backline seemed 
a little off to this tight forward, lacking 
punch in close. They looked most danger-
ous when they got the ball out to wings 
Charlie Marsh and Alex Thrupp.
Marsh in particular was a handful for visi-
tors with some long runs down that left 
flank. Jake O’Connor added some zing 
in the final minutes as the Valley pushed 
for the match winner, as did hooker Josh 
Tye with some rampaging runs down the 
touchlines.
All in all not a good day at the office for 
THT - it was windy, it was cold, the boys 
were not quite calibrated on the field, 
and we lost. Onwards and upwards 
though, a roady to the East Coast and 
match day at Ruatoria next week, bring 
it on!
Thames Valley 14 (C Dromgool, F Mor-
gan tries; Q Collard 2 conversions) lost to 
Whanganui 17 (try, conversion, 3 penal-
ties). HT 7-3.
Disclaimer: The opinions of your de-
spondent correspondent Tighthead Ted 
are, as usual, his and his alone. They are 
in no way the views and opinions of the 
TVRU. Especially when THT delves into 
the murky ground of not criticising the 
match officials for not knowing enough 
about the dark arts of the front rows and 
rewarding good play. So any complaints, 
don’t rattle the cage of the union, as 
they’re so behind on correspondence 
they’re still answering congratulation 
letters from the 1962 win over Australia 
(incidentally, a 16-14 scoreline also), so 
you’ll get a reply in about 2080.
Meanwhile, congratulations to 2024 
North Island Heartland Under 16 Cham-
pions Thames Valley, who won the fol-
lowing matches: Whanganui 17-5; King 
Country 3-0 and Eastern Bay of Plenty 
34-8. The Vixens lost to Whanganui, 27-
32; U19 Boys lost to Whanganui, 24-26; 
and U16 girls lost to Harlequins, 5-42. 
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Education ADVERTISING FEATURE

Earlier this term, year 7 and 8 St Francis students 
went to Tararu rest home to mingle with and per-
form for the residents.
Once we arrived we were told to be quiet then we 
got out of the school van and our teacher guided us 
toward the main entrance.
We then somehow got lost for a while and I sud-
denly remembered that my aunty works there. If I 
was lucky, I could find her for directions but unfortu-
nately, I didn’t see her.
Once we got out of the main building, we entered a 
lovely neighbourhood of villas and then managed to 
get lost again.
Then right away there was a staff member passing 

by so she led us toward what looked like a croquet 
court and just beside it was a new building.
We went inside and heard the old folks singing 
beautifully then we were asked to be seated. 
Once they were finished our teacher introduced us 
all to them.
We had some of our students play piano and one of 
them played the guitar.
After this ended we realised we were in the wrong 
place.
Finally, we made our way to the hospital area. The 
people here were very frail and they were hard to 
understand. The people did what they had to do.
Unfortunately, we arrived there so late we missed 
our morning tea and we couldn’t mingle with them.

This term, the St Francis School year 7-8 class ven-
tured out to a farm in the beautiful Kauaeranga 

Valley to plant trees that we have grown so our kids 
and grandkids and future generations can enjoy the 
beautiful location.

We wore mufti so as to not get our school uni-
form dirty. When we arrived, there were many pre-
dug holes to be filled and plants to be planted.

We rubbed the edges of the bags to make it easier 
to pull the plants out, then we put them in the holes 
and covered them in soil.

We worked diligently to achieve our goal of 800+ 
plants planted by 2 o’clock.

In the end, we drove back to our school in muddy 
clothing, having achieved our goal and we were 

ready for a good night’s sleep.
In preparation for next year’s planting, we recent-

ly transplanted seedlings in little bags for the stu-
dents of 2025, so they can do what we did this year.

We had 20 bags of potting mix and 15 kids work-
ing hard throughout the day. 

We ended up potting 829 seedlings with 51 left 
over.

In my opinion, it was harder potting the seedlings 
than planting the bigger plants because we had to 
work sitting down for hours putting strain on our 
backs. In the end it was worth it because we get to 
help keep the native plants of New Zealand thriving 
for future generations. 

We were all given a cinnamon donut from our 
teacher for our efforts.

By St Francis School student Jasmine Mariano-Lakhan

Students plant 800 trees

Mix ‘n mingle at Tararu rest home

About two weeks ago some of the year sev-
en and eight students were chosen to rep-
resent our school for Rippa rugby in Ngatea.
About a week before the tournament, we 
started training during most lunch intervals.
On Wednesday, the day of the tournament, 
we were putting on our sports shirts and 
shorts, getting ready for the big day to come.
As we travelled to Ngatea, we went in our 
awesome school van.
On arrival, we were very happy and sur-
prised that the weather was not at all like 
last year’s tournament, which was rainy, 
gloomy, wet, and muddy.
It was a happy, cheerful, and beautiful sunny 
day. It was quite slippery, since it was early 
morning.
We started to prepare for the first match.
The game started and everyone was slipping 
around and dropping the ball. 
Sadly, we lost the first game by one or two 
points but as you people reading this would 
know, St Francis obviously doesn’t give up.

We had a good attitude and were still happy.
As another hour passed it was time for the 
second game.
We made our way to the field and this time 
it wasn’t slippery. As the match started, we 
kept in our heads that it’s not about winning 
the game but about getting lots of points 
because that’s how you win.
When the game ended, we won and we got 
about six or seven points.
We went back to our bags and took out a 
little snack and a drink to refresh before the 
final game. There were about five minutes 
left until the game started so we headed to 
the field.
The match started and it was an easier game 
so we knew that we had to get as many tries 
as we could to make it to the finals.
We won the game and got 15 tries.
A couple of days later, we got a message say-
ing we made it to the finals in second place 
out of the whole region. 
We will be going to Paeroa for the regional 
finals.

St Francis School rippa rugby 
team makes the finals
By St Francis School student Aidan Tinto

By St Francis School student Zuriel Regis

The St Francis School rippa rugby team.             Photo: SUPPLIED

We had our whole school speech 
and poetry finals recently, and each 
of the class finalists were able to 
present their winning speeches and 
poems from their class competitions.
We had lots of parents come to sup-
port and watch their children and 
our special judges were Sister Paula 
and Sister Cathy.
Our year 1 and 2 students were 
dressed up as characters from their 
poems which was amazing and fun 
to see and hear. Their poems were 
about helping others, peace, cats, 
watermelon and lots more.
After the poems were recited, our 
older students presented a wide 
variety of speeches with topics such 
as artificial intelligence, the universe 
and even why we should have a di-
nosaur as a pet.
It was a great occasion to share the 
many interesting speeches and ideas 
of the students here at St Francis.

- By Roy and Mr Fahey

Whole school speech and poetry finals held

RIGHT: Students take part in speech 
finals and poetry recitals.

St Francis school went to the beautiful St 
George’s Church earlier this term to per-
form kapa haka and musical items. 
Before we left, we got dressed into our 
kapa haka uniforms and got ready and or-
ganised to perform. 
We arrived at around 11:45am to do some 
practice and at 12.15pm, the concert 
started. To begin the concert, for 10 min-
utes, we performed a variety of dances and 
waiata. After that was finished, the senior 
class performed a haka. 

Once the main part of the performance 
had finished, a few children did solo per-
formances. Some played the piano, some 
played the guitar, and others sang beauti-
fully. 
Lastly, to finish the performance we all sung 
the special waiata, Pepeha, by Six60. 
Once the performance was complete, eve-
ryone clapped and applauded.
We all packed up our things and walked out 
of the church and back to school.
It really was a very enjoyable, happy few 
hours for our school.

By St Francis School student Charlotte Perry
Musical performance at St George’s
Students perform at St George’s Church.             Photo: SUPPLIED
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512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891

E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com
w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

Make every day beautiful with
Flowers on Pollen’s curated

collection of giftware,
homeware, seasonal cut
flowers, arrangements

and plants.

we ve got youwe’ve got
Thames,

ve got you
covered

FLOORING URTAINS LINDSC BL

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

flooringdesign.co.nz

DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all!

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

I set up a flying 
kiwi the other 

day. 
It’s a swing 

that runs 
through a pulley. 

As the kid on the rope runs 
one way, I run the opposite di-
rection, and they fly sky high 
into the air. 

Usually whooping and laugh-
ing. And my two-year-old boy 
joined in. 

Harnessed up, eight meters 
off the ground hanging from a 
rope. 

Lean into the fear and it will get a little less 
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION He protested when I started 
lowering him back down to the 
ground. 

Fearless. 
And I yelled back to my father 

in law, “this is how we elimi-
nate the fear of heights. Expose 
them early. 

“You know exposure is actu-
ally one proven thing to help 
with anxiety.”

Kids are all so different. All 
parents learn this quickly. One 
approach works with one, but 
not with the other. One of my 
girls is the super cautious type. 
By nature she gets freaked out 
by new things super easy. 

She’ll cry and protest and the 

natural response for most, is 
to protect our child from those 
uncomfortable feelings.

Unfortunately for my kids, I 
learnt that exposure is one of 
the consistently proven ways to 
reduce anxiety. 

Behind our house you will 
find a swing on a steep hillside.

When jumped on at the top of 
the hill, you end up with several 
meters of air between yourself 
and the ground at the other 
end. 

With white knuckles clenched 
my girl protested. 

There was no way she wanted 
to do this thing. I promised to 
start small and with each pass-

ing day we gradually pushed 
further and further. 

With time and exposure the 
fear got less, and her world 
grew a little bigger. 

And today she jumps on that 
thing absolutely fearless. Now 
the real gold is when we con-
nect that lesson back to the 
fear of going to school, starting 
a new sport, trying a new food 
on the table, or any other thing 
they fear that may be good for 
them.

The lesson is simple. Each 
time we face our fear and go a 
little further, our world grows.

And interestingly, it is super 
common to discover that thing 

we feared can become some-
thing we love.

So what fears do you see in 
yourself, or your kids. Maybe, 
just maybe, its time make a 
small change and lean into the 
fear a little. 

Each time you do it, it will get 
a little less.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Carpet Court and CurtainStudio 
are the largest flooring and 

window furnishing retail brands in 
New Zealand and the Thames store 
on Pollen St officially opened its 
doors in June, bringing the best of 
flooring and window furnishings in a 
joint location.

With spring underway there’s no 
better time to undertake that home 
project you’ve been wanting to 
complete. 

Spring makes it a practical and 
pleasant time to undertake these 
projects for a number of reasons.

Spring brings milder weather, 
ideal for home improvement 
projects.

You can open windows to 
ventilate while you work, and the 
moderate temperatures help with 
the installation process, especially 
for flooring that might need 
acclimation.

With longer daylight hours and 
more sunshine, spring provides 
plenty of natural light, making 
it easier to assess colours and 
finishes.

This can help ensure that your 
new window treatments and 
flooring look exactly how you 
envision them.

Many use spring as a time for 
cleaning and decluttering.

It’s a logical moment to update 
your space with new window 
furnishings and flooring as part of a 
comprehensive refresh.

Both brands have unbeatable 

Carpet and curtain connoisseurs

Carpet Court and CurtainStudio Thames Owner Taz Karachiwala, centre, with 
Michael, left, and Saloni from her team.               Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

spring deals right now, including 
free underlay and installation on 
selected Rhino carpet, 40 per cent 
off all Designers Collection custom 
blinds, and 30-40 per cent  off 
Studio ready made sheers and 
linings.

Head instore to visit Taz and 

the team, and see the great deals 
currently on offer.
DETAILS: Open weekdays from 
8.30am to 5.00pm and on 
Saturdays from 8.30am to 2pm. 
Visit carpetcourt.co.nz and 
curtainstudio.co.nz to book a free 
measure and quote.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician electrician

civil construction

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Ph: 0800 862 6362
valleyfuneralservices.com

• Pre-Planning
• Direct Cremation

•  Traditional &  
Bespoke Funerals

TALK TO US ABOUT

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki & Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

The importance of 

Goodbye
Saying goodbye is one of life’s most 
profound and emotionally charged 
moments. It’s a bittersweet act with 
immense importance, especially concerning 
our loved ones. 

Taking the time to say goodbye holds deep 
significance beyond spoken words.

Celebrations of Life provide us with the 
opportunity to remember, reflect and to 
say goodbye. We need to grieve, we need to 
be with people to give and receive support. 
Funerals are for the living, and play an 
important role in the grieving process.

Saying goodbye offers an opportunity 
to express our emotions and feelings. It 
allows us to convey our gratitude, love, 

and appreciation to those who have been a 
significant part of our lives.

Goodbyes provide closure, enabling us to 
move forward with a sense of resolution. 
When we take the time to say goodbye, 
we acknowledge the past and embrace the 
future. 

This sense of closure can help us find peace 
in moments of transition and change.

The importance of saying goodbye



CALL THE EXPERTS
Church Notice

Accommodation 
Wanted

Situations 
Vacant

Situations Vacant

For Lease

Firewood

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

NEED STAFF? 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

Advertise in the Valley Profile and get results!
Phone Nikki: 022 130 3885

Phone Davidda: 022 174 3988

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Death Notices

Public Notices

Trades & Services

Land For Lease

Storage

Storage

Storage

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Pets

�������������
������������������
�����

�����
	��
������
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waste removal

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

A position has become available in 
our busy spare parts department.

Any age considered.
Working with a wide range of...

motorbikes small engines
farm machinery cars tractors ...

and all sorts!
Apply with your CV to 

miles@hpmotors.co.nz
027 227 1121

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Woodturners Cafe 
is looking for a staff 

member to join 
our team for 15-20 
hours per week, 

including 
1 weekend day.
No experience 

necessary as we 
can provide 

full training for the 
right applicant.

Contact Lorraine 
with expression of 

interest on 
021 246 9376

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter

DIGGER SERVICES
*  Post hole drilling
*  Small earthworks
*  Tipper trailer
*  Metal delivery
*  Stormwater 
    remediation

Thames based 
Call Kevin 027 286 9288

Accommodation for 
pensioner preferably 
rural. Phone Ted 021 
167 6777
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plumber

Burrows Roof Cleaning
For moss, mold etc
Industrial chems, 
established 71.
Gutters cleaned, paths, 
drives, fences etc.
Ph Murray 0800 287 
7697

DORRINGTON, Brian:
Died suddenly at 
Browns Bay end of 
August, aged 83. 
Husband of the late 
Lynnette Gordon, father 
of Shaun and Anna 
(Finland) and Adrian 
and Belinda (Albany). 
Grandfather of James 
and Alex. Fourth son 
of the late Marion and 
Hector Dorrington. 
Loved and respected 
brother of Evan 
(Rotorua), Alan, John, 
Jocelyn and Jennifer 
(Thames). 

Tramp on Curly.

Available now, 
100+ acres, grazing. 
Kaihere. Ph 027 202 
1579

GERRAND, 
Graham Bruce:
Passed away peacefully 
on 3rd September, 
2024: aged 78 years.
Dearly loved husband 
of Vivien, dearly loved 
father of Margaret and 
Kayne, father-in-law 
of Alana and loved 
Granddad of Dylan, 
Joel, Ayla, Keegan and 
Isla.  Treasured Step-
dad of Melissa and 
Jessie and family’s.
Graham’s service 
was held on Saturday 
7th September at the 
Paeroa RSA, followed 
by burial at Pukerimu 
Cemetery.  Livestream 
link: https://www.
youtube.com/live/
HXnwB8Yr_SQ

LOWE, 
Thomas Henry (Tom):
Peacefully at home 
surrounded by family on 
8th September 2024, in 
his 89th year. 
Much loved husband, 
soulmate and friend 
of the late Lorraine. 
Loving father of Lynette, 
Annette, Phillip, John 
and Nina, and a loving 
Grandad.
“A smile, a laugh, a 
chicken coop or ninety-
two, that’s the way we 
will remember you.”
A celebration of Tom’s 
life will be held in The 
Grahamstown Chapel, 
102 Kirkwood Street, 
Thames on Thursday 
12th September at 
11am, followed by 
private cremation.

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Intended Agri-Chemical 
Application

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Weather permitting, herbicide applications  
will be made to property administered by 
Hauraki District Council. This will include our 
parks and reserves, footpaths and walkways. 
Both Roundup and Versatill will be used 
between the months of September 2024  
and February 2025.
This work will be carried out by either 
Council’s Works Team department or other 
contractors. All applicators will be Grow safe 
accredited.
For further details please phone Hauraki 
District Council on 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 
834.
LD Cavers
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

PAEROA MINI LEAGUE BASKETBALL
Commencing Monday 16 September 2024
Paeroa College Gym
3.30pm   5, 6, 7 year olds
5.00pm   8, 9 year olds
6.30pm   10,11, 12 year olds

All welcome
To Register email 

paeroabasketballassn@gmail.com
Phone 027 698 0012
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For more information or to buy tickets, go to www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz or
pop into the cinema when the doors are open at 659 Pollen Street, Thames.

Perfect Days (124 mins, 2023) M Nudity Subtitled Tues 4pm
Japanese screen legend Koji Yakusho in this Wim Wenders feature about a humble janitor.
Kawahawhai Tonu (114 mins, 2024) M Violence, offensive language & content that may disturb
Tues 7pm; Fri 4.30pm The story of a pivotal battle in the first NZ land wars in the Waikato region.
The Edge of the Blade (100 mins, 2023 ) M Violence Wed 4pm; Sat 1.30pm
French swashbuckling historical drama set in the 1880s.
Ghostlight (115 mins, 2024) M Offensive language & suicide references Wed 11am
A construction worker joins a local theatre’s production of Romeo and Juliet.
Top Hat (101 mins, 1935) G Thu 10.30am
This 1935 classic starring FredAstaire and Ginger Rogers is widely regarded as the dance pair’s best film.
We Were Dangerous (82 mins, 2024) M Offensive Language NZ Thu 4.30pm; Fri 7.15pm;
Sat 4.30pm; Sun 1.30pm: A fiery trio of delinquent schoolgirls railing against the colonial system
A Great Friend (95 mins, 2023) PG Violence, coarse language & sexual references Thu 7pm;
Fri 1.30pm; Sun 4.30pm: French buddy comedy with appealing countryside and cuisine
Home Kills (110 mins, 2023) R16 Violence & offensive language Sat 7pm
Desperate times for a small Waikato home kills and butchery service. In 2023 NZ film festival.
The Mountain (89 mins, 2024) PG Sun 11am;
Drama about three children on a mission to find healing under the watchful eye of Taranaki Maunga.

Movies for week starting Tues 10 Sept
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

CLASSIFIEDS - 

AMENDMENT OF ANIMAL NUISANCE BYLAW  
TURE-Ā-ROHE KARAREHE PŌREAREA 2019 BYLAW

Notice is given that Thames-Coromandel District Council has 
recently reviewed and amended its Animal Nuisance Bylaw Ture-ā-
Rohe Kararehe Pōrearea 2019. The amended bylaw can be viewed 
on our website https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Bylaws-Codes-
and-Policies/Bylaws and a copy can also be obtained from our 
service centres located at:

• 515 Mackay Street, Thames
• 355 Kapanga Road, Coromandel Town
• 10 Monk Street, Whitianga
• 620 Port Road, Whangamatā.

The amended Animal Nuisance Bylaw Ture-ā-Rohe Kararehe 
Pōrearea 2019 is reviewed and amended in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2002.
The amendments to the Animal Nuisance Bylaw Ture-ā-Rohe 
Kararehe Pōrearea 2019 are minor changes and include: 

• Amendment to Clause 4 Explanatory Note to reference current 
versions of the Waikato Regional Pest Management Plan and 
the Thames-Coromandel District Council Dog Control Bylaw 
2023 - Te Ture ā-Rōhe mō ngā Kaupapa Kurī and Dog Control 
Policy 2023 - Kaupapa mō ngā Kurī.

• Amendment to Clause 5 to:
• Update reference in the definition of District Plan to the 

Thames-Coromandel District Plan – Operative in part – 
March 2024 and the Operative Version of that Plan, when it 
becomes fully operative; and

• Update reference in the definition of Person to the meaning 
given by the Legislation Act 2019.

• Amendment to Clause 6.3 to correct typographical error. 
• Amendment to Clause 7 Explanatory Note to include obligations 

under the Biosecurity Act 1993 and the Biosecurity (National 
American Foulbrood Pest Management Plan) Order 1998; and 
to include current working link to Management Agency website.

• Amendment to Part 2 heading to renumber as Part 3.
• Amendment Part 3 heading to renumber as Part 4.
• Amendment to include new Part 5 heading to improve format 

and provide clarity.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive  
Thames Coromandel District Council

Deadline 
12pm Monday

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, 

sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, 

please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z 
Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, 
Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information 
Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 
4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 
Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Public Notices
Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Kīngi Tūheitia, who was laid to 
rest last week, was born in which 
decade? a) 1930s, b) 1950s or c) 
1970s?
2. Which nationality is tennis 
player Michael Venus?
3. The term ‘innocuous’ is most 
similar to which term? a) harmless, 
b) capable, c) fashionable?
4. Which New Zealand city has 
an iconic cable car as a tourist 
attraction and form of public 
transport?
5. The Australasian swamphen 
is known by which name in New 
Zealand?
6. Cork for wine bottles are 
traditionally made from a species 
of which type of tree? a) Pine, b) 
Beech or c) Oak?
7. How many official time zones 
does China have? a) 1, b) 4 or c) 7?
8. Neavesville, a former prosperous 
gold mining and gum digging 
settlement, is closest to which 
Hauraki town? a) Thames, b) 
Paeroa, c) Ngatea or d) Waihi?
9. What is the only capital city of a 
European country beginning with 
the letter D?
10. Who is the patron saint of 
blackbirds? a) Saint Kevin, b) Saint 
Stuart or c) Saint Gru?

ANSWERS: 1. b) 1950s (1955); 2. New 
Zealander; 3. a) Harmless; 4. Wellington; 
5. Pūkeko; 6. c) Oak (Cork Oak or Quercus 
suber); 7. a) 1; 8. a) Thames; 9. Dublin; 10. 
a) Saint Kevin.

ENTERTAINMENT

Three concerts to play
“Spoilt for choice “ was a comment 
made by a concert attendee at a recent 
concert presented by Thames Music 
Group (TMG), which will host three 
big concerts at St George’s Church in 
the coming months.

The next three Sunday afternoon 
concerts will provide exceptional 
classical and varietal music for audi-
ences. TMG welcomes the Auckland 
Youth Orchestra (AYO) to the stage 
in St Georges Church on September 
15 at 2pm.

Experience the thrill of 75 talented 
young musicians (ages 14-26) per-
forming together with energy, preci-
sion and passion, directed by Antun 
Poljanich with Charles Sang on piano.

On September 22 in St George’s 
Church, join us for an engaging cho-
ral celebration featuring 120 of Auck-
land’s finest young singers as the 
Auckland Youth Choir (AYC), direct-
ed by David Squire, who will present 

an afternoon concert of music. This 
will include its gold-winning recital 
from the World Choir Games recently 
held in Auckland, and the North Is-
land premiere of Elaine Hagenberg’s 
Illuminare.

Finally on November 3, NZ Cham-
ber Soloists with Katherine Austin 
will play. This presents an excellent 
opportunity for audiences to enjoy a 
high standard of music in Thames at  
reasonable prices. 

The aim of TMG has always been to 
provide the Thames and Coromandel 
area concert audiences with a range 
of top quality professional music at 
their Sunday afternoon concerts over 
the years.

Additionally, Friday lunchtime 
concerts are free and usually feature 
local musicians or students from 
schools and the Waikato University 
Conservatorium of Music.  
DETAILS: www.thamesmusicgroup.com.

The Auckland Youth Choir will perform at St George’s this month.        Photo: SUPPLIED

After a busy summer season and well-deserved win-
ter break, the Coromandel Community Market is 

back, starting on Saturday, September 14. 
Market day is moving from Friday to Saturday this 

year to allow weekend visitors and working folk the 
chance to visit and enjoy the event as well, organisers 
say.

Being a weekend day, the new hours will be 9am to 
1pm. In the past the market start date was in early Oc-
tober; this it has been pushed forward by a couple of 
weeks to get spring seedlings and plantings under way 
as well as to capture school holiday visitors.

“Recent years have seen our little market grow, now 
showcasing an interesting variety of homegrown pro-
duce, local artisans’ creations, health and wellbeing 
solutions and much more. 

“We are offering a safe, relaxed and friendly commu-
nity space, where people can catch up with friends, sit 
down with food, enjoy the music and the wonderful, 
vibrant atmosphere in Coromandel Town,” a spokes-

person said.
“The ethos of the market, selling home grown and 

self-produced, is our core value and will remain the 
same going forward. We also prefer to be as plastic free 
as possible and refrain from retailing imported, mass-
produced wares.”

New stallholders are welcome, especially with spray 
free homegrown produce, plants and food products. 

“Our commissions table will be set up as in previous 
years, and for a small commission we will sell on your 
behalf.

“Come on down to the market, pick up your local 
produce, have a bite to eat, maybe a late breakfast, 
brunch or early lunch, have a chat or introduce your 
visitors to what homegrown Coromandel has on offer.”

The market venue is right in the heart of Coroman-
del Town, opposite the 4Square Supermarket, just 
look for the flags and gazebos.
DETAILS: Bookings, or more information, please contact 
0211 596 487 or susanna.borgstede@gmail.com.

Market kicks off on Saturdays
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stout, 4 Pipped at the post, 14 Squat, 15 Graft, 16 Referendum, 17 Covet, 19 Sad, 20 Partial,
21 Jewellery, 22 Pullet, 25 Backwards, 27 Pumice, 28 Foiled, 33 Widespread, 35 Rip, 36 Blurry, 37 Bass,
39 UFO, 41 Canasta, 42 Pastel, 43 Reverence, 44 Assay, 45 Repelled, 50 Or, 51 Saturday, 55 Clear, 58
Reservoir, 59 Goitre, 60 Diluted, 61 Era, 63 Lair, 64 Silver, 65 Nag, 66 Background, 68 Haggis, 69 Enigma,
71 Gibberish, 76 Secure, 77 Butchered, 79 Offbeat, 81 Kin, 84 Usage, 85 Tabernacle, 86 Gripe, 87 Alias, 88
In the near future, 89 Stark.

DOWN: 2 Threat, 3 Unfit, 5 Idea, 6 Pretend, 7 Diesel, 8 Tidal, 9 Humdrum, 10 Pace, 11 Savour, 12 Quest,
13 Studied, 14 Stilton, 18 Das Kapital, 23 Dated, 24 Actuary, 26 Average, 27 Popular, 29 Learned, 30
Finale, 31 Broth, 32 Trivia, 34 Deal, 36 Boast, 38 Seedy, 40 Frau, 45 Rural, 46 Passing, 47 Lord, 48 Exotic,
49 Fever, 50 Organza, 52 Trigger off, 53 Raucous, 54 Ageing, 55 Craving, 56 Dingo, 57 Crab, 62 Scuba, 67
Viscous, 68 Hacksaw, 70 Glutton, 72 Inexact, 73 Ordain, 74 Hear of, 75 Pamper, 76 Snail, 78 Cobra, 80
Burst, 82 Mesh, 83 Slur.

ACROSS
1 Helicopter blade (5)
4 Marooned (8)
9 Marzipan flavour (6)
14 Water channel (5)
15 Prevaricate, avoid a
direct answer (4,5,3,4)
17 Adjust (5)
18 Assistance (3)
19 Book collection (7)
20 Compulsory by law
(9)
21 Fragmented puzzle
(6)
24 Large ape (5-4)
25 Distress call (6)
26 Ruler (6)
29 Village (10)
31 Peppery (3)
32 Nonsense (6)
33 Heroic tale (4)
35 Garden tool (3)
37 Opera solo (4)
39 Lasting power (9)
40 Remiss (9)
41 Automaton (5)
42 Mimic (8)
47 Naturally creative
(8)
51 Give the slip (5)
55 Ran away (9)
56 Theatre production
(5,4)
58 List of names (4)
59 Equipment (3)
60 Regular (4)
61 Tacky (6)
62 Tree (3)
63 Owner (10)
66 Wartime

engagement (6)
67 Quell (6)
69 Domineering,
commanding (9)
72 Elixir (6)
73 Gut (9)
75 Unlucky accidents
(7)
77 Falsehood (3)
80 Chilly (5)
81 “When all _ _ _ _
_ _, A host of golden
daffodils” (2,4,1,3,1,5)
(Wordsworth)
82 Vertical
passageway (5)
83 Road leveller (6)
84 Share fifty-fifty (4,4)
85 Sea’s edge (5)

DOWN
2 Dutiful behaviour (9)
3 Exterior (5)
5 Factual (4)
6 Draw in (7)
7 German porcelain
(7,5)
8 Lack of faith (5)
9 Smoker’s accessory
(7)
10 Honey wine (4)
11 Nincompoop (6)
12 Drinking tube (5)
13 Smooth-textured
cheese (7)
14 Actor’s assistant (7)
16 Loss of a close
friend through death
(11)
22 Concurred (6)

23 Forbearing (7)
24 Pariah (7)
25 Parent (6)
27 Local tongue (7)
28 Account book (6)
30 Sour-tasting (4)
32 Horse race (5)
34 Caper (5)
36 Flightless bird (4)
38 Lip (3)
42 Very angry (5)
43 Check over (7)
44 Sailor’s shout (4)
45 Quirk (6)
46 Hoarse (5)
48 Famous leaning
construction (5,2,4)
49 Dreamlike (7)
50 Poorly (3)
51 School (7)
52 Tea set (anag)(6)
53 Of maths (12)
54 Retain (4)
57 Horse’s feet (6)
64 Subdue by force (9)
65 Flagrant (7)
66 Stabilising weight
(7)
68 Amusement park
(7)
70 Daybreak (7)
71 Barrel maker (6)
72 Foot lever (5)
74 Era (5)
76 Severe (5)
78 Watched (4)
79 Bathroom powder
(4)
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SAVE 
$750

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS142TXD
42” cut, V-Twin Kawasaki engine, pedal operated
hydrostatic transmission, auto locking differential.

Offers valid while
stocks last.

$7,990 RRP

$6,990

TS142T
42” Deck, Hydrostatic
Transmission, 25hp Husqvarna
Series V-Twin Engine

$6,990 RRP

$6,240

SAVE
$1000

Limited numbers
SPRING SPECIAL

*24 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store
purchases only until 31/12/2024. Min spend $3,490. Lending criteria, $50 annual
Account Fee, fees Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF
transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments
of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required
throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not
fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Q Mastercard or Q
Card Standard Interest Rate (28.95% p.a.) applies at the end of LTF Interest Free
Period. Rates and fees subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and
Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer
and these T&Cs at any time without notice. Valid 01/09/2024 - 31/12/2024.

Q CARD
24 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE* Industrial supply

specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site
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Seth Roe
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 320 6937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz

The truth is in the stats – Bayleys in Ngatea
has sold more property in the Ngatea
residential market for over $1 million than
all other companies combined*

Call our residential specialists to see how
we can get you more for your property.

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSEDUNDER THE REAACT 2008

*REINZ Stats November 2020 – June 2024

SOLD

Ngatea 31CostelloDrive

814sqm 3 2 2

ForSale
Viewbyappointment
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDREAA2008

Functionalmodern living
Wellpositioned, inasought-afterneighbourhood, this
2021-builtClassichomehasquality fittingsand
finishings throughout,witheverydetail carefully
consideredtocreateahomethat is lowmaintenance,
functional, andstylish.Setonagenerous814sqm
(moreor less), fully fenced, section, the 180sqmhome
offersaspacioussingle-level floorplanwith three
bedrooms&twobathroomswhileoutside thereare
maturing treeseverywhereandraisedgardenbeds for
growingyourveges.

bayleys.co.nz/2315484

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

SOLD

TeAroha Lot5, 151HillRoad

1.1ha

ForSale
Phoneforviewingtimes
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDREAA2008

Whereelevationmeets
serenity
Setagainst thestunningbackdropofMountTeAroha,
thisexpansive 1.1-hectare (subject tosurvey)property
offersa rare lifestyleopportunity. Justeightminutes
fromTeAroha, thiselevated lotprovidessweeping
views fromthe idyllic rural landscapeto the
breathtakingKaimaiRanges.Positionedto the
northeast, thepropertyenjoysall-daysunlight,basking
inspectacular sunsets. Imagineyourdreamhomehere,
withamplespace foroutbuildings, anequestrianarena,
anda luxuriousswimming.

bayleys.co.nz/2315849
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

HALFWAYTO
ST PATRICK’S DAY

September 17th
Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:
12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Come and have aCCCooommmmeee aaannnnddd hhhaaaavvvveee aaa
Guinness or 2GGGuuuuiiiinnnnnnnneeesssssss ooorrrr 222

The only place onTTThhhheee ooonnnnllllyyy ppplllaaacccceee ooonnnn
this side of thettthhhhiiiissss sssiiiidddee oooffff ttthhhheee

peninsula where youpeeennnniiiinnnnssssuuuullllaaa whhheeerrrreeee yyyooouuuu
can get it on tapcccaaaannnn geeetttt it ooonnnn tttaaaappp

Blind tennis player to serve up in Italy, Poland
As a child, Ellisia Cleave was 

told by her coach she couldn’t 
play tennis because she was blind.

But that hasn’t held back the 
former Hauraki Plains dweller, 
who will soon serve up her Euro-
pean tennis debut on the world 
stage.

Forty four-year-old Ellisia 
Cleave, or Lissie as she likes to go 
by, will be competing at the IBTA 
Blind Tennis World Champion-
ships next month in Italy, show-
casing her skills on the other side 
of the world despite being visually 
impaired.

Lissie, who was born legally 
blind, said she comes under the 
B3 classification in blind and low 
vision tennis. This meant gener-
ally Lissie’s peripheral vision was 
okay but the sight acuity or sharp-
ness was very low, she said.

Lissie, who is coached by Niki 
Le Mesurier, told The Profile she 
came to the attention of the Inter-
national Blind Tennis Association, 
which offered her a “wildcard” 
into this year’s world champs.

“This is such an amazing honor 
to be selected to represent New 
Zealand on an international stage 
- there are 20 countries attending 
with approximately 140 athletes 
invited,” she said.

However, that’s not all.
A few days before Lissie steps 

foot on the world champ court, 
she also will compete at the Eu-
ropean Open Blind and VI Tennis 
Championships in Poland.

Even though Lissie didn’t think 

she would come home as a world 
champion, she said she hoped to 
come back with a bit of motivation 
to be a “vibrant ambassador” for 
people to “just get out there”.

Lissie, who has been living in 
Paparoa, Northland, since 2021, 
unlocked a pathway back to ten-
nis a year ago through her involve-
ment with her town’s promotional 
committee. 

The chair of the committee told 

Lissie to grab a racket and ball and 
have a hit at the court, she said, 
and she hasn’t looked back.

Lissie said her grandma loved 
watching tennis and used to play 
when she was younger.

“It feels amazing to finally have 
an opportunity to play something 
that has meant so much to my 
grandma.

“It’s a shame she’s not alive to 
see it, that’s gutting - but I’m sure 

that in some way she’ll be there.”
It wasn’t until she did some re-

search and came across the Ngat-
ira Tennis Club in Auckland that 
she realised blind and low vision 
tennis existed, she said.

One adaptation for the sport was 
the tennis ball and another was the 
court size.

The ball is slightly larger than 
a tennis ball, made of foam like a 
pool noodle, she said.

Lissie Cleave will make her Blind 
Tennis World Championship debut 

later this month.      
Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA It has a shell inside it with bells 
so when you hit it, or it lands on 
the ground - it rings, she said.

And the court is shorter because 
the ball doesn’t go as far, she said.

Lissie said the game starts off 
with one person calling to see if 
the other is ready, the opponent 
replies, then the starter will an-
nounce ‘play’ just before they hit 
the ball. 

“That is because we can hear 
where they’re standing by where 
they speak from and then when 
they hit the ball, we can track it 
between there and when it lands.”

Finding blind and low vision 
tennis “changed my life”, she said.

Lissie would like blind people 
who wish to play tennis to become 
part of their community by joining 
mainstream clubs, she said.

It would be “our version of ten-
nis” in a mainstream environment 
where people can get support and 
community spirit for themselves, 
she said.

Lissie’s biggest support was her 
Mum, Jill Cleave, who encour-
aged her to try anything and take 
on “wild adventures” from an ear-
ly age, Lissie said. 

“I have carried that attitude 
with me my whole life.”

Lissie’s advice for other blind 
athletes is “don’t give up” and 
“don’t let people tell you you 
can’t”, she said. “You’ll find people 
who can see that anything is pos-
sible.”
DETAILS: Lissie has been raising 
funds for her trip through a givealit-
tle page. To donate visit: givealittle.
co.nz and search for: Lissie Cleave.

SPORTS


