
ISSUE 186  September 4, 2024

626 Pollen Street 07 868 6124

1OO% LOCALLY
OWNED & OPERATED

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Arsenic levels detected in river, P2

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

A Waihī student tailored her 
way to the top at a national 

wearable art competition last 
month.

The Toi wearable art competi-
tion is part of Showquest, which 
is a nationwide performing arts 
platform for schools, and runs 
in collaboration with the World 
of WearableArt.

While there wasn’t a physical 
national final, participants from 
the regional events were judged 
on their photos and written de-
scriptions of their garments.

Waihī College year 11 student 
Zoe-Beth Naisby was awarded 
as a national finalist and took 
out the best interpretation of 
design for her work called Recy-
cled Romance.

College visual art teacher 
Paige Kingston said she was 
“over the moon” for Zoe-Beth 
to be recognised as a national 
winner.

“There were some really inno-
vative and imaginative entries 
across the country and it was 
awesome for her to be recog-
nized alongside so many other 
talented young people.”

Sixteen-year-old designer 

Zoe-Beth told The Profile she 
was “so shocked”, proud and 
overcome with excitement when 
she heard the news.

She said it encouraged her to 
continue to create in a wearable 
arts context.

Her award winning design, 
Recycled Romance, was based 
on a rose in its fully blossomed 
state, she said.

“I really liked the silhouette of 
the rose design I came up with 
and I feel like roses are a flower 
that I never seem to look past.”

But the creation process 
didn’t come without its hurdles.

“Honestly, the whole process 
was extremely challenging, and 
every step took so much thought 
and testing,” Zoe-Beth said.

Her first challenge was find-
ing a suitable material to make 
petals out of - that’s when she 
came up with the idea to use the 
aluminium school lunch tins be-
cause they were light and could 
hold their shape, she said.

Zoe-Beth made the skirt with 
boning to hold its shape, and at-
tached every petal on to it with 
safety pins.

To put the skirt on and off,

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P6

Recycled Recycled 
RomanceRomance

Zoe-Beth Naisby models 
Recycled Romance.
Photo: CHONTALLE MUSSON
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12

Workshop, Farm and Outdoor
footwear you can rely on,
whatever the weather

Fit out the team and the family ready for winter.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
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Electrical ad.
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ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.
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download the 
Coromandel 
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smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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Waikato Regional Council now has re-
sults from testing for all 30 heavy met-

als, plus cyanide, following a bright orange 
sediment discharge into the Ohinemuri Riv-
er on August 23.

Regional compliance manager Patrick 
Lynch said the latest results from follow-up 
sampling on August 24 show no mercury 
has been detected in sediment or water sam-
ples. The arsenic levels, while still elevated, 
had dropped significantly compared to the 
levels detected in samples taken on Friday.

“In layman’s terms, what this means is 
that if you see orange sediment or an orange 
water plume, which is associated with sedi-
ment, then the caution we issued... as soon 
as we were made aware of the event still 
stands – treat orange water and sediment as 
contaminated and do not touch,” Mr Lynch 
said.

“Clear water is good – the monitoring 
shows the levels of arsenic in the clear run-
ning water is well within drinking water and 
ecological protection guidelines for fresh 
water. 

“We have more sample results to come but 
expect them to be consistent with these first 
findings. If there are any changes to the re-
sults, we will update our communications.”

Senior Scientist (Environmental Chem-
istry) Jonathan Caldwell said the greatest 
health risk regarding the elevated arsenic 
levels in the sediment was from ingestion 
(eating or drinking it). However, due to the 
high iron content of the sediment, the arse-
nic will be well bound up and is more likely 

Arsenic levels detected in river

to be excreted than taken up by the body.
“Arsenic can make its way into the food 

chain via uptake by fish and shellfish, but it 
typically converts into a less toxic form,” Dr 
Caldwell said. “Also, arsenic is not absorbed 
very well through the skin, and this route of 
exposure to arsenic would increase if you 
had broken skin or an open wound.”

The results also show no cyanide was de-
tected in the sediment or water, although 
there have been some minor detections of 
antimony and thallium, which are typically 
associated with gold mining, in the stream 
samples. Copper and zinc were also identi-
fied as being elevated in the stream samples, 
but in levels similar to what could be seen 

in urban storm water. High iron in the sedi-
ment accounts for the bright orange colour.

The sediment comes from a mine en-
trance associated with the Comstock Low 
Level Drive, an exploratory mine started in 
1896 which never proved profitable – min-
ing in this 701-metre long drive stopped in 
the early 1900s.

There is still sediment built up at the mine 
entrance, and a lot of sediment has accu-
mulated in the stream directly below the 
entrance and which flows directly into the 
Ohinemuri River. This means more orange 
plumes – but unlikely to be of the scale of 
Friday’s event – can be expected during rain 
events, council said.

The Ohinemuri River on August 23, left, and August 24, right.                 Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     September 4, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 03

700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008
GBDThamesLtd

NOWOPEN AGAIN ON SUNDAYS
with

Full a-la-carte menu & Roast specials
Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri: 12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdaysThursdays
5-8pm5-8pm

$10 Cocktail$10 CCCocktttaailll
specialsspecialllss

The onlyThe onllly
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of theof ttthhe
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PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

For everything you

need Town

or Country.

Come and view

our R M Williams

selection.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Henry from Hauraki hits the screen
One thing Henry Stilwell took 

away from his first ever flat-
ting experience was “to say yes 
and give everything a go”.

Henry Stilwell, 22, of Ngatea, 
told The Profile he wanted to see 
what it was like for people to go 
flatting, to be independent and 
“have our ups and downs”.

But there was a catch.
The experience was filmed and 

part of a new TV series set to 
launch on September 9.

Four Go Flatting follows the 
lives of four young New Zealand-
ers with intellectual disabilities as 
they experience a real-life tempo-
rary flatting situation.

Henry, who delivers The Profile 
and works at McDonald’s, said he 
had been holding in his excite-
ment about starring in the series 
for almost a year.

“Let’s just say, the first episode 
is very funny then it gets to some 
serious stuff,” he said.

People could expect to see a lot 
of fun, a lot of chaos, but also some 
“pretty emotional” times, he said.

“All the highs and lows of the 
flatting experience.”

Henry, who has a genetic dis-
order called Williams Syndrome, 
said he felt like people didn’t un-
derstand the genetic disorder.

However, there was a particular 
part of the show that could give 
viewers insight into the experi-
ences of Williams Syndrome peo-
ple living with others, he said.

Show producer Rachel Jean 
said a fundamental thing for the 
boys was being able to just be ob-
served for a long period of time so 

people would be able to see what 
their lived experience was with 
their individual disabilities.

“I think that is something that 
fundamentally comes out,” she 
said.

“They all wanted people to un-
derstand what it’s like to live with 
a disability like they do.”

Even though Henry didn’t know 
his flatmates very well before the 

show, he’d met a couple of them 
through Special Olympics basket-
ball or mutual friends.

Another sport Henry said he en-
joyed was special olympics swim-
ming, which he had been involved 
with since he was 15 years old.

But there was another passion of 
Henry’s that would be highlighted 
in the show - his musical side.

Henry was able to create a rap 

that talked about his experience of 
being in the flat, and he also cre-
ated a music video too.

But this isn’t Henry’s first rodeo 
in front of the lens.

As well as being on Seven Sharp 
a few years ago, Henry is also an 
avid TikToker who shares his life 
experiences with a following of 
just over 32,000.

“When the music video comes 

Henry Stilwell stars in a new TV show, Four Go Flatting, on September 9.                  Photo: ATTITUDE PICTURES/ DANIEL MAX

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA out, I can put it on my Facebook, 
my Instagram, my TikTok, “ he 
said.

Rachel Jean said Henry had a 
very big social media following 
because he was really open about 
sharing himself and being funny. 

“For him, [the show] was about 
connecting more to people.”

Being on the show meant he 
would be able to reach more peo-
ple who didn’t actively engage 
with things like social media, she 
said.

One thing Rachel said she loved 
was the fact the boys went into the 
flat open-hearted and ready for an 
experience, “and boy, did they get 
one”.

“They went through all the 
things” that young people do 
when they go flatting, she said, 
like trouble with the washing ma-
chine and dryer.

Rachel believed flatting was a 
“rite of passage” that everybody 
should experience.

Learning how to accept other 
people, their quirks and how they 
do things in different ways is “kind 
of what makes you a better per-
son, a better adult”, Rachel said.

“And that is what these guys 
went through.”

Rachel said she loved to call the 
show a comedy because they were 
funny. 

“And don’t get me wrong, they 
argued, they had some crises... but 
they had a lot of fun.”
DETAILS: Four Go Flatting launches 
on September 9 at 7.30pm on TVNZ 
1 and later on TVNZ+. To keep up 
with Henry on social media, follow 
him on TikTok: @lilhenry3.0
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Buzzing around town
CrnOrchardWest Rd and DarlingtonSt, Ngātea

Artist - Kylie Gunn

Kylie transformed the cabinet into a liquid honey
treasure chest.

Paradise on Aorangi
21 Aorangi Rd, Paeroa

Artist - Katie McLaren

Katie captured the beautiful
native environment on Aorangi
due to the amazing forest and
stream restorative works of
local organisations.

Tui of the Air
2 Colebrook Rd,Waihī

Artist - Joel Nicholls

Joel was inspired by the native
tui, representing the fresh air
and voice of the land and town.

Not just Black andWWWhhhiiittte
14 Moresby Ave,Waihī

Artist - Lyn Randal

Lyn’s rainbow of colours shows
life is not just black and white but
instead inclusive of society’s variety.
She also pays tribute to the former
business Akrad Radio Corporation
founded in 1929 inWaihī.

Proud Kingfffiiishhheeerrr aaannnddd
Toitoi
23 Mataura Rd,Waihī

Artist - Shane Prouting

Shane’s artwork depicts the
delightful little Kingfisher
pearched amongst the native
toitoi, while its mate darts
around the rural countryside
and urban areas ofWaihī.

Stunning Tui among
golden kowhai
11 Christensen St,Waihī

Artist - Shane Prouting

Shane’s colourful cheekyTui nestled
among the golden plummage of the
Kowhai tree, is often seen and heard
iiinnnWWWaaaihī.

Bumblebee
58 Norwood Rd, Paeroa

Artist -Tessa Reid

Tessa’s vibrant artwork
depicts a beautiful bright
bumblebee.

Colour me Creative
1 State Highway 26, Paeroa

Artist - Alice Parminter

Inspired by the school behind the
cabinet, Alice wanted to portray
something fun and colourful
that children would enjoy. It
represents a world of possibilities
as the children grow and learn.

Dark Ocean
2088State Highway 25,Orongo

Artist - Rebecca Coggins

Rebecca captured a starry night, the deep
ocean, a silent whale or orca kissing a lone
fishing dingy, with the Coromandel Mountain
Range beyond.Welcome to the beautiful
Coromandel.

A birds lunch
422 Front Miranda Road, Kaiaua

Artist - Katie McLaren

Katie was inspired by the diet of the
migratory birds that visit Pūkorokoro
Miranda coastline year after year.

KAIAUA

PAEROA

WAIHĪ

ORONGO

NGĀTEA

Check out the cabinet art in the Hauraki District

Hauraki District Council | William Street, PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640 | Phone 07 862 8609 or freephone 0800 734 834 | www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Chorus Cabinet Art
TheChorus cabinet art initiative began in 2010 with a test pilot inAuckland to try to reduce the amount of vandalism to their
telecommunications cabinets. It proved so successful they extended it throughout the country and now complete on average 170
murals each year.The programme is proving invaluable as a way to help promote a sense of community belonging, identity and pride
while also helping to discourage anti-social behaviour.This will be the third year of the program in Hauraki.

Take a cabinet art walk through Hauraki District to see the colourful artwork.

Submissions open in
September for the 2024
round of Hauraki cabinets
Simply head to the website below,
select the cabinet you wish to make
a submission on and upload your
design! Simple as that!

https://www.chorus.co.nz/
community/cabinet-art-programme
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LIMITED TIME OFFER!

$499

QUEEN
MATTRESS
ONLY FOR

$299
KYRO

ESSENTIAL

QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

$2308
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

On any Sealy Posturepedic
and mattress adjustable bed combo.

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

EUROPAEDIC

FREE OLD BED REMOVAL
AND SET UP WITH
SUPERGOLD CARD

$500
Additional
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Sir Keith mural wings into Thames airfield
Local historical war figure Sir 

Keith Park has become much 
more recognizable to the people of 
Thames thanks to a new mural on 
the Ngāti Maru Highway just out-
side the town. 

The six metre-high artwork, 
featuring the head-and-shoulders 
visage of Sir Park in his pilot’s 
uniform, hat and medals, stands 
proud on the back of an aircraft 
hangar at the Sir Keith Park Me-
morial Airfield. 

Thames artist Kylie Gunn said 
the idea for the mural came about 
during a chat with Sir Keith Park 
Memorial Airfield society presi-
dent Geoff Furkert. 

“[The mural] was a mixture of 
three or four different images, so I 
had to make up a hat, and his face 
was from a picture taken of him 
back in the day. And then I had 
to merge a few different things 
and put the medals in colour. We 
used the actual replica medals,” 
she said. 

“It was just a major privilege to 
realise that it was him, and learn-
ing about his story, that was pretty 
impactful.”

Geoff said he was thrilled with 
the mural. 

“We’ve got a floodlight on it so 
it looks almost even more impres-
sive at night time,” he said. 

“It’s almost monochrome ex-
cept for his wings and metal rib-
bons, they just really stand out.” 

Its unveiling comes a month 
ahead of the society’s annual Bat-
tle of Britain commemorations, to 
be held this year on September 15.

Sir Keith’s grand-niece, Lesley 
Park, Royal NZ Air Force Base 
Commander GrpCapt Mike Can-
non, and UK military representa-
tive Commander Richard Green-
wood-Bell are all expected to at-
tend the event. 

The new mural is just one part 
of the society’s plans to memorial-
ise Thames-born Sir Keith. A full-
sized replica of a Hurricane Fight-

er, modelled on the one he flew in 
World War II, already marks the 
entrance to the airfield. Below the 
replica is a space reserved for a 
2.3 metre-tall bronze statue of the 
man himself, which is currently 
being worked on by New Zealand 
sculptor Joanne Sullivan. 

“We’ve now secured adequate 
funding for the waxes to go to the 
foundry and they’ll be dispatched 

in a couple of weeks. What comes 
back in March next year is the fin-
ished bronze statue… It will prob-
ably be inaugurated at the Battle 
of Britain [commemoration] next 
year,” Geoff said. 

Recognition of Sir Keith’s legacy 
has gained traction in recent years, 
and Geoff said people overseas 
were also beginning to take notice.

“[I] had an invitation to go to 

Kylie Gunn and Geoff Furkert stand alongside the new six metre tall mural of Sir Keith Park.    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

the RAF club in Piccadilly [in Lon-
don], and was really disappointed 
to see that there was literally no 
recognition of Keith Park in any of 
the displays,” Geoff said. 

“So having had a discussion 
about that, I received an email a 
couple of months ago to say that 
two paintings have been commis-
sioned - Lord Dowding who was 
Park’s boss, and one of Keith Park 
himself.”

The paintings, due to be un-
veiled on September 9, will hang 
on either side of an existing por-
trait of Sir Winston Churchill in 
the club, Geoff said. 

“The unveiling of the portraits 
is a huge milestone, I think it’s a 
huge acknowledgement for New 
Zealand as much as it is for our 
project.” 

Geoff said his reasons for want-
ing to memorialise Sir Keith go 
well beyond recognising his war 
efforts. “He was a councillor at the 
Auckland City Council, the chair 
of the committee that persuaded 
the government to buy the land 
for what is now Auckland Inter-
national Airport… He did a lot of 
things in support of people with 
epilepsy and disadvantaged chil-
dren,” he said. 

“I’ve come to realise that really 
his legacy is all about those quali-
ties and his ethics and his leader-
ship, which in my mind should be 
a huge and significant role model 
for young New Zealanders.”
DETAILS: Battle of Britain commem-
oration, September 15, 11am at Sir 
Keith Park Memorial Airfield.
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Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

* Offers are valid until 30/09/24. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

NEW CO-LOCATED STORE NOW OPEN!
Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

SSALE
FREE
Underlay

& Installation*
on selected

carpet
$1,000
FREE

on selected
hard floor purchases*

of installation

get your first

Spring
SALE
ONNOW!*

FREE
On Selected

Designers Collection
Custom Made Curtains*

Making
OFF4030-

Studio Readymade
Sheers & Linings*
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Hauraki District Council’s next 
election will include a bind-

ing poll determining the future of 
a Māori ward following changes to 
legislation by the government. 

The council decided to establish 
the Māori ward in October, 2023, 
to ensure Māori had a greater 
voice in local decision-making.

Hundreds of people from the 
Hauraki rohe attended that meet-
ing in support. The final proposed 
makeup of the council, compris-
ing the Mayor, 11 general ward 
councillors, and two Māori ward 
councillors, was then adopted in 
June, 2024. This means Hauraki’s 
2025 triennial election will include 
a district-wide Māori ward, named 
Te Pakikau o te Ika. 

Voters on the Māori electoral 
roll will elect two councillors to 
represent the ward, while voters 
on the general roll will elect coun-
cillors for the Plains, Paeroa, or 
Waihī wards. All voters will vote 
for a Mayor. 

“We’ve had a few discussions 
around this over recent times, and 
I believe that our council is very 
united in our decision to estab-
lish a Māori ward,” councillor Neil 
Gray said.  

However, the government has 
since introduced the Local Gov-
ernment (Electoral Legislation 
and Māori Wards and Māori 
Constituencies) Amendment Act 
2024. It required the council to 
either reaffirm or rescind its deci-

sion to establish Māori wards. 
The council voted unanimously 

at its August 28 meeting to stick 
to its decision to have Māori ward 
representation, which triggered 
a legal requirement for a referen-
dum at next year’s local body elec-
tion asking voters whether they 
wanted Māori wards or not. 

The results of the poll will be 

considered binding for the coun-
cil’s 2028 and 2031 elections.

The next opportunity for the 
council to consider Māori ward in-
clusion will be ahead of the 2034 
elections. 

Thames Coromandel District 
Council is due to make a decision 
on the establishment of Māori 
wards at its September 3 meeting. 

Meanwhile, Hauraki District 
Council’s gambling policy is also 
under review, with councillors 
looking to implement more re-
strictions on gaming machines 
and venues in the district.

The existing policy caps the 
number of class four gaming ven-
ues, such as pubs and clubs, in 
the district at nine. The maximum 
number of gaming machines is 69. 
However, there are currently 119 
machines operating in the area, 
due to existing legacy licensing 

agreements which the council can-
not alter.

“We can’t force anyone to re-
duce their number of machines… 
Until the government actually 
does something we’re just a bit of 
hot air talking about this. With all 
the best of intentions, it will have 
no difference,” Deputy Mayor Paul 
Milner said. 

A 2024 social impact assess-
ment presented at the meeting 
said 69 per cent of New Zealand 
adults had participated in a gam-
bling activity over the last year, a 
decrease from 83 per cent in 2006. 
The Hauraki district is considered 
a medium risk for gambling issues. 

Councillors voted to shift to 
a more restrictive policy with a 
“sinking lid” on applications, pre-
venting new class four venues 
from being established in the dis-
trict. 

They also voted to remove a 
clause allowing existing class four 
venues to merge and keep all their 
gaming machine licences. Instead, 
if venues choose to merge, one or 
more of the merging clubs will now 
lose their licence, resulting in a re-
duction of gaming machine num-
bers. A clause allowing class four 
venues to keep their licence when 
relocating their premises has been 
retained. The proposed changes 
will now go through a consultation 
process in late September, with 
the council looking to adopt the 
new policy by the end of the year.

Hauraki decision triggers 
Māori ward referendum
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Zoe-Beth said she had to re-
move the top layer of petals 
and then reattach them once 
the skirt was on.

Even though the top half of 
the garment had “surprisingly” 
fewer issues, “it was almost 
impossible to walk in my gar-
ment”.

Despite it being a difficult 
process, Zoe-Beth said it “sim-
ply doesn’t matter when you 
have the final product in front 
of you”.

Her “trick” for bringing 
about inspiration was to look 
at works of art such as paint-
ings, drawings, writing, music, 
photography or short films.

“Exposing myself to the 
things and people I love kind 
of naturally triggers inspira-

tion.” 
But her biggest influence in 

wearable art and design was 
“definitely my grandma”, who 
Zoe-Beth said she got her crea-
tivity from. 

“Also just the art of noticing 
the little things around me has 
led me to pick up inspiration 
from the beautiful little things 
that sometimes go unseen.”

Zoe-Beth’s advice for stu-
dents who are just starting out 
in wearable art was “don’t be 
scared”.

“Sometimes it can be scary 
to put your own personal ideas 
and designs out there for peo-
ple to see, but don’t be scared 
and don’t dial down your ideas 
to what you think people will 
like more,” she said.

“Good art is authentic.”

Zoe-Beth tailors her 
way to the top
CONTINUED FROM P1

Zoe-Beth Naisby models 
Recycled Romance on stage. 
Photo: CHONTALLE MUSSON

“I believe that our 
council is very united in 
our decision to establish 

a Māori ward.”
- Neil Gray
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2006 Mercedes Benz B170
Auto, Low Kms

$7,990
VALUE

2018 Honda Jazz RS
Manual 6 Spd, NZ New

$15,990
SPECIAL

2007 Mazda Axela
Manual, Alloys, Sporty

$6,990
2015 Holden Cruz Equipe

1.8Ltr Auto, Low Kms, Supurb

ONLY
$9,990

2008 Mazda Demio
1.5Ltr Auto, Sport Model, TOP BUY

$5,990

2011 Mazda Atenza
2.5Ltr Auto, Low Kms,

Body Kit, Alloys

NOW
$9,990

2011 Kia Cerato LX
Auto, Good Km, Top Condition

$8,990

2009 Mercedes Benz C300
V6 Auto, 20” Alloys, Superb Car

$13,990

Principal eyes new role with a Māori lens
Waimata Primary School, on 

State Highway 2 just out-
side Waihī, will welcome Raelene 
Miller to the principal’s office in 
October, as she steps into the role 
for term four. 

Raelene is currently the deputy 
principal at Waitakaruru School 
on the Hauraki Plains, where she 
has been teaching for seven years.

While she will miss her current 
school, she said she’s looking for-
ward to bringing her te ao Māori-
focused teaching philosophy to 
Waimata. 

“I tend to go three to five years 
in a school, and because a lot of 
what I do is come in to strengthen 
ao Māori or literacy, I generally 
go to schools that need support or 
help in those areas and then work 
alongside the teachers and the 
management and the community 
to build whatever needs building 
in those areas,” Raelene said. 

Waimata School is a level three 
Māori immersion kura [school]. 
The school website states its aim 
to deliver a bi-cultural New Zea-
land curriculum to students, 
with the expectation that they 
will “walk comfortably in both 
worlds” and develop a “fluent un-
derstanding of language, process 
and tikanga”. Raelene said she is 
excited to work on that aspect of 
the school’s development. 

“I understand Waimata is very 
much into outdoor education and 
they’re pretty keen to embrace or 
develop further learning in the en-
vironment… using your local land 
and people to learn from and in,” 

she said. 
Raelene is also planning to focus 

on student well-being, emotional 
intelligence and bringing in new 
pedagogical philosophies around 
trauma-informed practice, with an 

eye to ensuring the work is devel-
oped through an ao Māori lens.

First though, she will be getting 
to know her new environment. 

“My whole plan for next term is 
just to meet the kids, the whānau, 

the staff, and get to know every-
one, form those relationships, con-
nect with community and with iwi 
and stuff, and just start building 
relationships over there because 
I’m not from that area.”

Raelene Miller will be taking on the principal role at Waimata School next term.           Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Meanwhile, as she headed into 
her final weeks at Waitakaruru 
School, Raelene reflected on the 
legacy she has left there. 

“It’s an amazing, humbling little 
school. I’ve been deputy principal 
for three years there now, and I 
was working with the [Hauraki] 
Kahui Ako as well in that time,” 
she said. 

“We established kapa haka at 
the school, went to the Hauraki 
Festival for the first time in the 50-
odd years that’s been running for, 
we’ve got a whānau hui going, we 
have an actual local school curric-
ulum for ao Māori at our school… 
The kids can karakia, they can 
waiata, they can whaikōrero.”

Raelene said she was espe-
cially proud of the kura taiao pro-
gramme developed with Hauraki 
Kahui Ako, a learning cluster of 
local schools. 

“Myself and Carrie Taipari-
Thorn from Kerepēhi [School], 
and her husband Frank Thorn, 
have run a one-day school where 
kids are learning in the environ-
ment. That’s from an ao Māori 
lens as well. We go out around 
Hauraki Gulf. We go up into the 
forest… The programme’s based 
around sustainability and guardi-
anship or kaitiakitanga, look-
ing after our environment and 
learning within our environment. 
That’s been pretty cool,” she said. 

“Our kids absolutely loved it. 
One wrote a speech about it, about 
why kura taiao should be compul-
sory for every kid. It’s had quite an 
impact on her.”
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If you have a creative arts project that needs funding, then this will
be music to your ears!

Applications close 4pm Friday 13 September 2024

Little Raconteurs with Amelia -
a story music workshop
performance
“I’m so stoked to have received
funding - it’s been amazing!”
AmeliaWillcox

We can help with funding for projects that provide creative opportunities
for your community. If that strikes a chord with you, and hits the right
notes then don’t delay!

Creative Communities Scheme Funding for local arts

Applications are open to individuals and all age groups whose projects
engage with young people (under 18 years) or celebrates and promotes
the diverse arts and cultural traddddiiitttiiiooonnnsss iiinnn ttthhheee
community.

Learn more and download the apppplication
form from our websitewww.hauuuraki-dc.
govt.nz/community/grants-funnnding/
creative-communities-scheme

Projects must take place betweeeen
1October 2024 and 30 Septembbber 2025.

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Having trouble getting your
youth back to school?

Would they prefer to be in the
adult learning environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.

Come along and see us

Risky tramp home for passengers after slip

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

After a storm brought down 
slips on the Waihī-Paeroa 

rail line between Owharoa and 
Karangahake it was said pas-
sengers were likely to the end of 
their lives to remember the expe-
rience. 

The engine slowly steamed 
over the rails through spurting 
water for about a quarter of a 
mile along Yuglar’s flat. 

The Ohinemuri River was run-
ning bank high and the train 
crawled along the remainder of 
the distance to Karangahake.  
Here the station yard was cov-
ered with water, fed by streams 
from the hillside. 

The passengers, who had pre-
viously been advised by Guard 
Simmonds that cars would be 
available at Karangahake to take 
them to Waihī, found no wait-
ing cars, and were informed 
that there was no hope of any, 
as a big washout had taken place 
between Karangahake and Ow-
haroa. 

The officer in charge of the Ka-
rangahake station lost no time 
in providing warmth by lighting 

Clearing a slip on the Waihī Road at Karangahake.                   Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

two big fires in the station build-
ings.

The guard advised the passen-
gers that he did not like the look 
of taking the train back to Paeroa.

As an alternative he decided, 
after consultation over the phone 
with the Waihī stationmaster, to 
run the train to a point near the 
first slip, about a mile beyond the 
tunnel. The slip had occurred in a 
deep cutting and here the passen-
gers left the train. In darkness, 
with but the aid of oil flares, they 
started on the homeward tramp 
along the track. 

A few women carried babies. 
Members of a repair gang had 
them halt while they cut steps 
into the high embankment. 

The workers assisted in turn 
the women and children, and 
after reaching the top, the men 
then took up positions along the 
narrow ridge - a false step from 
which meant precipitation into 

the roaring river or a fall on to 
the railway track - and guided or 
carried the members of the party 
safely over it. They then reached 
two feet of slurry. Through this 
the male passengers ploughed, 
while the women were carried 
over. Finally they reached the old 
Owharoa swing bridge.

Constable Olsen was the first 
to walk over it, with the rushing 
waters of the swollen river but 
two or three feet below. This gave 
confidence to the rest of the party, 
who followed after him. All safely 
across, waiting cars took them on 
to Waihī.

Meanwhile at Thames quite 
a crowd of people assembled in 
Albert St, the attraction being the 
trial of a new steam road-roller, 
purchased by the Thames Bor-
ough Council. The roller should 
have been in Thames earlier but 
the Matatua, on which it was 
shipped, suffered a collision off 

Gravesend, and had to return to 
port. The roller was in the part 
of the vessel that met with the 
mishap, and it was despatched 
back to the makers to be recondi-
tioned.  Once at Thames it was as-
sembled at A and G Price’s works.

After a trial in Pollen St in the 
presence of the Deputy Mayor, 
the Borough Engineer, the Town 
Clerk and members of the coun-
cil, it was formally taken over. 

The roller was an ‘lnvicta’, one 
of the best known in New Zealand 
for faithful work, and was manu-
factured by Messrs Aveling and 
Porter of Rochester, England, 
who had been making steam road 
rollers for more than a century. 

There was a scarifier attached 
for digging up old road, a very 
necessary part of the equipment. 
It would not be long now before 
the machine would be put into 
steady use to give Thames re-
spectable roads.

1924

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Which Australian state is the 
largest by land area?
2. In golf, an ‘albatross’ is how 
many strokes over or under par?
3. Which land mass is larger, 
Canada or Antarctica (excluding 
the area covered by ice)?
4. What is the BurgerKing 
franchise known as in Australia?
5. Mururoa Atoll, the site of 
French nuclear testing between 
1966 and 1996, is situated in 
which ocean?
6. Which of these TV shows 
was not involved in a crossover 
series? a) Deal Or No Deal, b) The 
Chase or c) Love Island?
7. In which continent did the 
sport of lacrosse originate? a) 
North America, b) Europe or c) 
Oceania?
8. The flag of Greece contains 
white and which other colour?
9. Athos, Porthos and Aramis are 
collectively known as ‘The Three’ 
what?
10. Roughly how many years 
separate the last recorded 
ancient Olympic Games from the 
first modern Olympic Games? a) 
2500 years, b) 1500 years or c) 
500 years?

ANSWERS: 1. Western Australia; 2. Three 
under; 3. Antarctica, at 4 times larger; 4. 
Hungry Jack’s; 5. Pacific; 6. b) The Chase. 
The crossover series was called Deal or No 
Deal Island.; 7. a) North America; 8. Blue; 
9. Musketeers; 10. b) 1500 years. The last 
recorded ancient Olympics celebration 
was in AD 393, and the first modern 
Olympics was held in 1896.
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

COME HAVE A DR INK
& A B I T E TO EAT AT
YOUR OLD LOCAL !

GAM ING | BOTTL E STORE |

NEW BEER GARDEN COM ING SOON |

DON ’ T FORGET TO BOOK YOUR
CHR I STMAS EVENT W ITH US

SH 2 MARAMARUA WAIKATO , 2471 | 09 232 5829 | @THEREDFOXTAVERN

All proceeds will go to
Maramarua School

REG I ST ER YOUR
TEAM AT THE TAVERN
BETWEEN TUES 24 TH

- F R I 2 7 TH S E PT

POSSUM HUNT
SEPT 27-29 2024

The Thames Museum Soci-
ety welcomed a new patron 

and several life members to its 
ranks at its 50th anniversary 
and AGM on August 17.  

Sereena Burton was named 
as the new patron, and society 
chair Carolyn McKenzie said 
she had had a long associa-
tion with Thames Museum Te 
Whare Taonga o te Kauaeran-
ga. “We are thrilled that she 
can join our team,” she said. 

Three life members were 
named at the event, including 
Rosalie Steward and Russell 
Skeet. The third member did 
not wish to be named.

Rosalie Steward was admit-
ted as a life member for “tak-
ing the museum down a new 
path through her passion for 
telling the district’s stories, 
and bringing objects alive 
with her gift; for the endless 
hours of research that sees her 
work adorning our walls and 
enjoyed by our visitors, and 
for visionary interpretation 
boards that have set a bench-
mark for the museum and 
others”. 

Russell Skeet was similarly 
recognised, for his “boundless 
dedication over many years 
as a committee member, and 
humbleness in sharing his in 
depth knowledge with the mu-
seum in the interests of pre-
serving the town’s history”. 

“We would like to thank eve-
ryone who made the celebra-

New patron, life members welcomed at 50th

tion possible,” Carolyn said. 
 Not only our museum vol-

unteers and Thames Museum 
Society members, but also 
the people around town who 
were generous with donations 
and gave raffle prizes; Jen-
nifer Darling Caterers; A Bit 
of Bling Ukelele group, and 
Ruth Efford of St James Union 
Parish who worked tirelessly 
to make us feel at home in the 
venue.”

From left: Life member Ted Egan and museum volunteer Jill Egan cut the birthday cake. Robyn Pearce presents Rusell Skeet with his life membership. 

Members of the Thames Museum 
Society gather for the celebrations.

Photos: SUPPLIED 
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

60 Orchard Rd, Ngatea • 867 7524
www.centralmotors.co.nz

Andrew - 027 285 0349 • John - 027 279 6799

Central Motors
Hauraki Ltd

Head in store to
find out more

Ends: 31/10/24

Ends: 30/9/24

Earn TWOWoolworths vouchers for your time:
$50 for the first survey and $150 for a follow up
survey next year.

Join the many dairy farmers
who have already participated.

To take the survey go to
www.landcareresearch.co.nz/Waikatodairy

WANTED
Dairy farmers in the

Waihou-Piako catchment

$200

Take a survey on decision making on your farm.

The Hauraki District Council 
has declined to contribute 

funds to a business proposal 
aimed at managing or eradicat-
ing exotic caulerpa seaweed in 
the Hauraki Gulf. 

The Exotic Caulerpa Better 
Business Case proposal was pre-
sented at the council’s August 28 
meeting on behalf of the Ngāti 
Paoa Iwi Trust. It outlined a con-
sortium of parties who intend to 
work together to fight the inva-
sive species through increased 
surveillance and monitoring, 
proactive preparation for poten-

tial spreading of the plants, in-
novative new technologies, and 
an increased urgency in dealing 
with outbreaks. 

Five iwi are already associ-
ated with the business proposal, 
as well as the Waikato Regional 
Council, Thames Coroman-
del District Council, Auckland 
Council and Northland Regional 
Council. The proposal stated the 
involved parties would contrib-
ute financially to the initiative, 
which will cost an estimated 
$400,000. 

Hauraki District Council was 
asked to make a financial con-
tribution of up to $10,000. The 

business case has already re-
ceived $10,000 from the Thames 
Coromandel District Council, 

and the Waikato Regional Coun-
cil is offering up to $30,000. 

Hauraki councillors were split 
on whether to support the pro-
posal. Those in favour said the 
funding could come from the 
existing discretionary or contin-
gency funds, thereby avoiding an 
impact on rates. Councillor Josh 
Martyn also pointed out that the 
relatively small amount would 
allow the council a “place at the 
table” for future decision-mak-
ing with the consortium. 

The councillors against the 
contribution said there were sev-
eral initiatives already in place 
to fight exotic caulerpa, and they 

believed the council’s contribu-
tion would not make an appreci-
able difference. 

“I don’t believe it’s a function 
of our district council to provide 
funding for something that is a 
regional or central government 
[concern],” Councillor Philip 
Buckthought, a previous mem-
ber of the Hauraki Gulf Forum, 
said. 

The government has begun 
to direct funds towards the re-
moval of exotic caulerpa. Bios-
ecurity Minister Andrew Hog-
gard announced a $10 million 
funding injection on August 7, to 

Exotic caulerpa eradication funding declined

A diver holds clumps of exotic caul-
erpa.             Photo: SUPPLIED/NIWA

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

 CONTINUED ON P11
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

POWER PRODUCTS
SPRING PROMO
• Generators • Water Pumps

• Brush Cutters • Lawn Mowers
Savings to be had, come and see us

for your special deal

HONDAHONDA
OUTDOOR SO U T DOOR S

Example only

Example only

Exampple onlyy

Example only

Example only

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz
develop new tools and technologies for 
the eradication of the species. It comes 
on top of a $5 million fund for an urgent 
work programme, and the formation of 
an Exotic Caulerpa National Advisory 
Group earlier in the year. 

The votes at the Hauraki District 
Council meeting came to five in favour, 
with six against. Mayor Toby Adams 
declined to vote. “If I voted that would 
have made it 6-6 and then it’s use your 
casting vote… I don’t think that’s a good 
democratic process,” he said. 

“The general consensus of the room is 
that they weren’t in favour, so that’s the 
decision that I abide by.” 

However, he said there was a need 
to keep pushing central government to 
tackle the issue with urgency. 

“When it started, [the government] 
knew about it and nothing got done 
about it, and it grew on Great Barrier 
just like that,” he said. 

“So they’ve had all this information 
for such a long time… It’s getting there, 
but it just needs constant prodding to 
keep going on.”

Mayor Adams is currently co-chair of 
the Hauraki Gulf Forum. 

EXOTIC CAULERPA
The Ministry of Primary Industries bi-
osecurity website lists two species, Caul-
erpa brachypus and Caulerpa parvifolia, 
as invasive pest plants. The near-identi-
cal species are collectively referred to as 
exotic caulerpa. 

Exotic caulerpa was discovered in the 
waters of Great Barrier Island in 2021. 
Since then, it has been found at Fantail 
Bay and Port Jackson in the Coroman-
del Peninsula, as well as on Ahuahu 
Great Mercury Island, Te Rāwhiti Inlet 
in Northland, Kawau Island, Waiheke 
Island, Mokohinau Islands, Rakino Is-
land, and Omaha Cove/Leigh Harbour.

As of August, exotic caulerpa was es-
timated to cover more than 15,000 hec-
tares of seabed in the upper North Is-
land. The ministry said exotic caulerpa 
was a risk to recreational, cultural, and 
commercial marine activities due to its 
ability to spread rapidly and outcom-
pete local species. 

An August 9 report from the NZ In-
stitute of Economic Research estimated 
exotic caulerpa could have an impact of 
up to $109 million on commercial and 
recreational fishing in the Hauraki Gulf, 
and up to $45 million on biodiversity.

CONTINUED FROM P10

Exotic caulerpa seaweed on 
the seafloor. 

Photo: SUPPLIED/NIWA
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Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

A Paeroa College student has 
achieved a top honour as 

the recipient of the Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh award.

The award is recognised on 
an international scale and of-
fers rangatahi (young people) 
the opportunity to develop 
skills, get physically active, 
give back to communities with 
volunteer work and experience 
adventure.

Paeroa College’s Travis Cox 
told The Profile he was happy 
“I finally made it” after work-
ing through the different levels 
over the past four years.

The year-13 student said he 
had been working toward this 
gold award for 18 months.

The main thing Travis 
learned through this process 
was to not quit, and persevere 
even when things are tough, or 
you may not feel like it, he said.

Travis spent some time on 
the ship, Spirit of Adventure, 
which is a 10-day development 
voyage. 

It was the hardest but also 
the most enjoyable part of the 
journey, he said.

“I was lucky enough to win a 
competition through One Good 
Kiwi to go on this adventure.”

Travis said he and his crew 
had to run the ship for 10 days 
which was “pretty full on”.

He didn’t know anybody 
when he arrived, but left with 
some “great friendships”.

Student strikes Duke of Edinburgh gold
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Travis said he had to work 
consistently on the rest of the 
sections for his award.

“It takes time, effort and 
commitment.”

The sections included: a phys-
ical activity programme that he 
followed with physical educa-
tion teacher Mr Tai’i, a service 
where Travis served breakfast 
weekly for five years, cleaning 
his community hall and serving 
on the student council.

Travis also spent time learn-

ing automotive skills and he 
got to rebuild a 1992 Toyota 
Land Cruiser “that I now drive 
around”, he said. 

“[It] was quite an achieve-
ment and I thank Roger Walton 
from Auto Electrical Paeroa for 
mentoring me.”

Travis’ best advice for other 
students looking to work to-
ward the Duke of Edinburgh 
award was that it’s best to start 
early to get through the levels 
before leaving school, he said. 

“Be thankful to those teach-
ers and mentors in the com-
munity who are happy to meet 
with you and set goals.

“If you can get a team to do 
this award together, that is the 
best way because you can en-
courage each other.”

Travis said the award was 
recognised around the world.

“Why not give it a go?
“Thanks so much to everyone 

that supported me on my jour-
ney.”

Year 13 student Travis Cox with his gold Duke of Edinburgh award.                  Photo: SUPPLIED

The August meeting of the Gold-
fields Women’s Institute com-
menced with the Aspiration and 
Prayer. Thoughts were given for 
Jill Bridgman, who had recently 
passed away, and for Bev Schen-
kel who had been ill in hospital.

Jill Bridgman had been a mem-
ber for 61 years and was the last 
surviving foundation member of 
Goldfields WI. 

The Motto for the month – 
“Mary was given just two weeks 
to live, so she told her doctor she’d 
take one in January and the other 
in July” was read by Val Bowen.

The Roll Call – A famous person 
you have met, resulted in some 
interesting people our members 
had met. The Good Deed – items 
for the Thames Food Bank, had a 
good array of groceries. 

Raffles were won by Val Bowen 
and Sue Fah. Arrangements were 
made for the upcoming Federa-
tion biannual meeting, with a do-
nation being made for medical 
research and the Barbara Wood 
Memorial, two worthy NZ Fed-
eration of WI donations given out 
during the year. We will again be 
looking after food and drinks for 
the volunteers at the Cancer Ap-
peal Day on August 30, which is 
always appreciated. August is our 
Pizza Lunch which was really en-
joyable, with iced buns and tea or 
coffee to follow.    
COMPETITION RESULTS:  Bloom: 
Val Bowen 1, Sue Fah 2, Helen Udy 
3.  Cluster: Val Bowen 1, Sue Fah 2, 
Helen Udy 3.  Shrub: Helen Udy 1, 
Sue Fah and Val Bowen 2=.  Orchid: 
Sue Fah 1.

Goldfields WI 
foundation 
member dies

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

“Kudos to you and the team at The Valley 
Profile! Since the beginning of our family 
business journey we have experimented with 
multiple streams of advertisement, but nothing 
has come close to the amount of calls we have 
gotten from your advertisement! Thank you 
very much for your services, we appreciate 
greatly the exposure it has given us.”

Warmest regards, 
Matt & Caitlin Nickloes. 

What one of our advertisers has to say....
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SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

Removal of dangerous trees and 
self-sewn wilding pines marks 

the start of physical work to rein-
state temporary walking access to 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove’s iconic 
beach.

The track to the popular beach 
has been closed to the public since 
February, 2023, after it was exten-
sively damaged by extreme weath-
er events including Cyclone Gabri-
elle. The Department of Conserva-
tion (DOC) considered the track 
unsafe for visitors to the location.

DOC has two Mautohe Ca-
thedral Cove work programmes 
underway, funded through the 
International Visitor Levy. One 
programme will reinstate tempo-
rary walking access to the cove for 
this summer, and the other work-
stream will determine a long-term 
visitor access and visitor manage-
ment at the site.

DOC Hauraki-Waikato-Tarana-
ki regional director Tinaka Mearns 
said arborists were on site this 
week to start an estimated three 
weeks of work to remove more 
than 30 trees of different species, 
including she-oak, pinaster and 
wilding pines.

“Removing these trees and as-
sorted other pest plants supports 
weed management and biodiver-
sity restoration goals we have for 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove.

“This type of work makes the 
area an active work site with obvi-
ous hazards, so we’re continuing 
to urge the public to please stay 
out of the reserve while contrac-

tors are operating. 
Accessing Mautohe Cathedral 

Cove remains a marine-only expe-
rience until December.

Meanwhile, mobilising people to 
protect Mautohe Cathedral Cove 
into the future, and determine 
how its mauri (life essence) can 
be restored are key facets of visi-
tor management planning work 
for the iconic site, says Cathedral 
Cove Project Lead Tania Short.

“And as a coastal location, Mau-
tohe Cathedral Cove faces greater 
rockfall and landslide challenges 
than many other places.

“Mautohe Cathedral Cove is vi-
tal to the regional economy, and if 
we manage it and protect it, every-
one will benefit,” she says. “But we 
must do that in a sustainable way.”

Ngāti Hei consider Mautohe Ca-
thedral Cove as a significant site as 
it is the location of historic pa and 
fortification ditches, DOC said.

“This coastal landscape is prone 
to storm damage, landslides and 
rockfalls making it a challenging 
place to maintain access and sup-
port high visitor numbers.”

Tania said Ngāti Hei wanted 
manuhiri (visitors) to be safe at 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove, which 
was a key aspect in development 
of a long-term walking access op-
tion. Contributions from the com-
munity are vital to the visitor man-
agement workstream, Tania said. 

“Our visitor management plan-
ning project will be a conversation 
we want everyone in the commu-
nity to be part of.”

Work begins at 
Cathedral Cove

It was a sea of dark denim, 
leopard skin and AC/DC t-

shirts as locals packed out the 
Thames Civic Centre to support 
local kiwi protection on a chilly 
Saturday night on August 3.

Thames Coast Kiwi Care 
(TCKC) hosted a sold-out night 
of Westie-themed bingo along 
with auctions, classic rock mu-
sic and fun surprise extras in-
cluding a hotly contested air 
guitar competition.

TCKC chair Moira Coatsworth 
confirmed the group raised 
more than $10,000 for the or-
ganisation’s “best fundraiser 
yet” thanks to the support of 
more than 50 donors and scores 
of generous ‘bogans’.

“Our dedicated volunteers 
have made over 17,000 trap 
checks in the past year target-
ing predators and pests, while 
new self-setting possum traps 
have caught over 2000 possums 

since we started an expansion 
project in 2023 thanks to Wai-
kato Regional Council’s Natural 
Heritage Fund.

“The latest funds will help 
continue crucial protection for 
kiwi and their habitat,” Moira 
said.

“We’re so grateful to the 
Thames community.

“In these challenging times, 
it shows just how much people 
value kiwi.” 

Bogans raise ‘Outrageous Fortune’ for kiwi

Bogans galore compete in the air guitar competition.                     Photos: RACHEL HOLMES

Best dressed bogans sweep up. Relaxing in the bogan lounge.
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2024
BUNNINGS
WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 7th September at Rhodes Park, Thames

Thames Valley SwampfoxesThames Valley Swampfoxes
vsvs

WhanganuiWhanganui

T O G E T H E R A S O N ET O G E T H E R A S O N E

E

Gates open at 10.00am
10.30am - Field 2

U19 Girls v Poverty Bay
12.00pm - Field 2

U19 Boys v North Harbour
12.15pm - Field 4

U16 Girls v Harlequins
12.30pm - Field 1

Chiefs Heartland U20s v Counties Manukau U19s
2.30ppm - Field 1

TTiickkett priice - $$55.0000 • UUndder 1188 years = ffree • NNo EEFFTTPPOOSS

W

3 Mackay St
PAEROA

www.liquidlaundromats.com

Large & Small Washers

Fast Dryers

$1 Extra Dry Time

Self Service

Wash‘n’Dry in One Hour

Bedding, Duvets

Eco Friendly

Animal Blanket Washer

½ PRICE½ PRICE
WASHING & DRYINGWASHING & DRYING

SPECIALSPECIAL
*$2.00 wash - 8kg - Cold Cycle*$2.00 wash - 8kg - Cold Cycle
*$2.00 fast dry - 14kg - 25 mins*$2.00 fast dry - 14kg - 25 mins

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

SPORTS REPORTS
Valley win historic battle at Te Kuiti
By Tighthead Ted
Well, I’ve seen it dryer on the inside 
of an otter’s pocket, as an old mate of 
mine summed up nicely post game.  
With rain of biblical proportions pelt-
ing down throughout the match, the 
mighty Swamp Foxes claimed the Bill 
Osborne Taonga for the first time, and 
also retained the Centurions Cup.  Two 
more trophies to add to the starting-
to-bulge cabinet, after claiming the 
Presidents’ Cup against Wairarapa 
Bush a few weeks back.
So King Country, under lights, in the 
wet. A recipe for disaster, but the boys 
rolled their sleeves up and tore into 
it, and got one back on the Ram’s af-
ter the Super Rugby curtain-raiser loss 
pre-season. Great continuity, great ball 
handling, good options, wet weather 
rugby at its best at times, although the 
kicking could have been a bit better, 
the Rams seemed to get the better of 
that battle, but that was about it for 
the home team at the end of the day.  
Or rather night.
The match started with an early pen-
alty to King Country, then a ton of 
rugby battling it out between the 22s, 
with the Valley making inroads and 
threatening, but KC scrambling well on 
D. Then a second KC penalty saw the 
score hit six-nil to the home side after 
18 minutes. From the ensuing kickoff, 
Fletcher Morgan soared highest to re-
gain possession, and after a couple of 
phases, a wide pass from Hendrix Bea-
zley to Alex Thrupp saw the rampaging 
winger beat at least half a dozen tack-
les in a 40 metre charge for the line. 
The kick from out wide missed as the 
rain bucketed down.
The Valley continued to dominate pos-
session through the next few minutes, 
but mistakes and some good defence 
from the Rams saw our heroes unable 
to add to the score.  A lineout drive set 
up close to the line went astray, but 
from the ensuing KC throw, Valley stole 
the pill (the rain was coming down so 
hard at this stage it was hard to see 

The Swamp Foxes claimed the Bill Osborne Taonga for the first time, and retained the Centurions Cup.       Photo: TVRFU

HEARTLAND RUGBY

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

brunch time. Isaac Seiuli, in his first 
start for the Valley in the number eight 
jersey, would have left a few battered 
and bruised bodies in his wake too. 
The baby-faced assassin was like a rag-
ing bull carting the ball forward and 
an out of control exocet missile in the 
defensive line.
Leroy Neels at halfback showed he’s 
ready for a start again after having a 
horribly disrupted club season, some 
nice sniping runs and his distribution 
top class. Not that Jake O’Connor has 
been playing badly - the Waihou nine 
had another cracking game, tackling 
anything and everything that moved.  
Alex Thrupp in 14, in addition to his 
highlight reel try, was always danger-
ous with ball in hand, and Fletcher 
Morgan made a more than handy 
debut for the Valley as a centre three-
quarter.
Big ups also to all the Valley teams this 
week – great wins in particular to the 
Vixens and the Jackals, and the age 
group sides, nice to see plenty of ticks 
in the ‘W’ columns.
Next week – at Thames, against Whan-
ganui. The Swampies owe the Butcher 
Boys one after last season’s semi final 
loss. Also the Bill Osborne Taonga on 
the line – even more poignant, as Bill 
started his career at Wanganui back 
in the day. Look him up kids, a second 
five with silky skills and legs like tree 
trunks. Let’s pack the ground people 
and keep the trophy at its new home.
Disclaimer:  The opinions of the writer, 
Tighthead Ted are those THT, not the 
Valley or of the two Scotts, and in no 
way should be thought of as coming 
from the Thames Valley Rugby Union 
and/or the employees of the TVRU, or 
Scott or Scott. As always, if you get up-
set by THT’s spot on and razor sharp 
sumations, analysis and guesses, 
tough noogies, don’t call Ted, don’t 
call the TVRU, don’t call Scott or Scott 
– call the Salvation Army – because 
they care.
King Country 18 (6 penalties), lost to 
Thames Valley (A Thrupp, M Axtens, L 
Mau tries;  F Morgan conversion, pen-
alty, Q Collard penalty).

across the field, let alone identify the 
perpetrator of the steal), and after nu-
merous phases, captain Matt Axtens 
scored beside the uprights,  conver-
sion to Fletch Morgan, 12 to six and 
the dominance on the field starting to 
show on the scoreboard.  
King Country finally started to get some 
possession after being starved for so 
long through the first 30 minutes, and 
a few moments before the halftime 
break landed their third penalty to 
make the score 9-12 to the visitors. Not 
a great reward when you consider how 
much rugby the Swampies had played. 
In the conditions though, being ahead 
by three was like a 10 point lead.
The second 40 started with the Valley 
pack again dominating the scrum bat-
tle and earning penalties, one which 
was kickable but missed by Morgan 
from extreme range. The lineout, 
which purred along all night like THT’s 
recently tuned Hilux lost their only two 

of the night – gilt edged opportunities 
going begging. The Valley borrowed 
a page from the Springbok play book 
and brought four subs on in this peri-
od. Meanwhile, King Country was win-
ning the scoreboard battle by threes, 
and had drawn level 15-all.
Once the last of the subs had rolled 
on and they’d got up to the pace of 
the game, the impact of the fresh 
legs started to show. A great jackal by 
Laulea Mau with 20 to go gave posses-
sion back to the Valley, and a couple 
of minutes later from an attacking lin-
eout, Mau was unstoppable from close 
range and scored to make take it to 20-
15. More good play through this period 
with prop Te Huia Kutia prominent in 
the wet saw another penalty, and 
Quinn Collard slotting it for an eight 
point lead. In the final 15 minutes King 
Country enjoyed more possession, but 
made some perplexing decisions as 
they attempted to drive over for tries, 

before taking three points with time up 
on the clock.
Bringing the game back to a five point 
margin with 10 to go may have been 
a better option than with just 60 sec-
onds! But always tough out on the field 
– Ole Tighthead Ted’s never missed a 
tackle from the grandstand, and always 
made the right call after a couple of gig-
gle juices. Anywho, the final score saw 
the mighty Swamp Foxes take the win 
23-15, take the Centurions Cup and the 
Bill Osborne Taonga, and go into round 
four next week against Whanganui un-
defeated.
Some great handling on display this 
week in the wet, Hiliau Latu at tight-
head prop was immense in the first 
spell with ball in hand. Showing the 
skills from his time as a brylcreem 
boy with two numbers on his back as 
a teenager. Some rumbling runs, and 
a few crunching tackles that would 
be bruising up nicely about Sunday 
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa

ENQUIRE TODAY!

SPORTS

The eight-year-old boys take a running start for their race.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

The race is on for Ollie, Hikutaia School, and Ezra, Paeroa Christian School.

Pania and Aaliyah from Miller Ave.

Maddox speeds to the finish line.

Tough n muddy
August 21 saw children from across the Ohinemuri cluster of 
primary schools gathering in Hikutaia for a challenging cross-
country event. While the weather held, recent rain meant the 
paddocks were a boggy, muddy obstacle course for racers to pick 
their way through. Combined with the hills and knee-high grass, 
the course tested everyone’s stamina. The students were all 
smiles though, and the camaraderie and spirited cheering from 
the sidelines gave each participant a boost as they approached 
the finish line. Reporter ALICE PARMINTER waded to the sidelines 
to watch the action. 

Charlie, of St Joseph’s Catholic School, Paeroa, gets support from his peers.

The kids of Paeroa Christian School. 
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Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Whānau Day OutttWWWWhhWhhhāāhāāānnānnnaanaaauuuu DDDDaaDaaayyyy OOOOuuOuuuttuttttWhānau Day Out

0508 835 676
whanau.navigators@korowai.co.nz
korowai.co.nz

Thursday 3rd October 2024Thursday 3rd October 2024
10am - 1:30pm10am - 1:30pm

THAMESWARMEMORIAL CIVIC CENTRETHAMESWARMEMORIAL CIVIC CENTRE
A fun interactive gathering of local health providers, social services andA fun interactive gathering of local health providers, social services and

community groups for the local and wider communitycommunity groups for the local and wider community

FREE activities | FREE Sausage Sizzle | Spot PrizesFREE activities | FREE Sausage Sizzle | Spot Prizes
Health Checks + MOREHealth Checks + MORE

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Community services set to unite 
for annual Whānau Day Out
On Thursday October 3 at the Thames Civic 

War Memorial Hall, Te Korowai Hauora o 
Hauraki will once again be hosting Whānau 
Day Out – a fun and interactive gathering 
of local health providers, social services and 
community groups, with the kaupapa of 
sharing information and connecting with the 
whānau whānui of Hauraki.

This annual collaborative event, co-ordinat-
ed by the Whānau Ora service team within Te 
Korowai Hauora o Hauraki, is sure to be an-
other successful day of connection, interac-
tion, kōrero and fun for all Hauraki whānau.

Kaiārahi Kiara Fisher says, “Many of our 
whānau in Hauraki, especially those who live 
rurally, face a multitude of different barriers 
when trying to access the supports of our lo-
cal community service providers, or are una-
ware of what is out there to support them”.

“This day aims to break down those barri-
ers and not only provide information to our 
local hapori [community] but also give them 
an opportunity to access a range of different 

health services all in one location.”
Throughout the day whānau will be able to 

access a variety of different health checks and 
interact with a wide range of organisations 
providing services and support across the life 
and hauora spectrums. Fun activities, games 
and quizzes will make this a fun family outing 
during the school holidays.

It also provides an opportunity for service 
providers to network with each other and 
find a range of pathways to best support our 
community as a collective. 

“With our whānau as our focus, we hope 
to encourage as many people as possible to 
come down and get to know the amazing 
kaimahi [workers] that support our commu-
nity and enjoy a fun day out with lots of free-
bies, kai and giveaways.”
DETAILS: Whānau Day Out, Thursday Octo-
ber 3, 10am to 1:30pm, Thames War Me-
morial Civic Centre, 200 Mary St. More info: 
contact the Whānau Ora team at whanau.
navigators@korowai.co.nz.

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

Recently we got a 
cheap set of drawers 

for my youngest daugh-
ter. 

She was super excited 
to have her own set of 
drawers. 

But do you know what was even more 
exciting? The oversized box. The kids 
lost themselves in it for hours, days ac-
tually. 

Every afternoon when school finished 
they would get back to work. 

At first the plan was a hut. They would 
tear strips of tape, cut the cardboard, 
join and hold the next piece in place. 
And gradually the structure took form.

But it was a little tight for all four to 
fit in.

Out of material and needing to rethink 
their plan they changed tack. 

They raced down stairs and asked for 
us to print out photos and got back to 
work. More planning, debating, cutting 
and taping. 

“No, this one should go over here.” 
“Oh we need some windows.” 
“How about that one over there?”
Before we knew it a week of after-

noons had gone by and there had been 
no requests or begging for screen time.

Once they had finished, they proudly 
showed off their work to all. 

The hut had become a mini photo gal-
lery. Full of family memories for all to 

sit and enjoy. A little sanctuary for each 
child to sneak away to, with a torch in 
hand. 

A space that was their creation. A 
space even we could enjoy.

Watching this unfold was delightful. 
And it caused me to pause and notice 

a shift.  My kids were happier that week, 
full of excitement to get home and back 
into the project. When it was time for 
dinner they sat at the table, excited to 
share about the day and the progress. 

A stark contrast to what can normally 
be frustration and anger when it is time 
to turn off the screens for dinner.

Sometimes the easiest things are not 
the best. Whether its children or adults. 

The screen is the easiest place to find 
escape from the day. 

But what I was reminded of over that 
week of creation is the difference be-
tween a consumer and a creator. 

As consumers, we are gradually 
shaped into the image of what we con-
sume. As creators, we shape the world 
we hope to see.

And so I sit here considering my eve-
nings. What would it look like to be a 
creator when the kids have gone to bed 
and all is quiet? What do you think?

Consumer vs Creator
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. 
He and his team provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about 
supporting our young people to thrive. Much of this 
work is funded outside of schools and it becoming in-
creasingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their quar-
terly newsletter or to become a supporter.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

FULL HYBRID RANGE

Toyota
Aqua

Toyota
Corolla Cross

Toyota
RAV 4

Toyota
Vitz

Toyota
Yaris

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Toyota
Prius Alpha

Toyota
Corolla Sport

Toyota
Latest Prius

Toyota
Auris

Toyota
Aqua Cross

Toyota
C-HR

Hey Toyota,
line me up a deal
on a used car?

Offer available between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 on Toyota Certified Vehicles purchased from an Authorised Toyota Dealer. Total Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty
cover is for 4 years/160,000km from vehicle purchase date, whichever occurs first. Total Toyota Certified Hybrid Battery Warranty cover is for 5 years from vehicle purchase date
or until the odometer reaches 160,000km, whichever occurs first. Both warranties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roadside Assistance and WOF terms, conditions and
exclusions apply. See Toyota.co.nz for further information.

Toyota Certified

How’s this offer we’ve lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

+ + +
Warranty

4 YEARS
AA Roadservice
4 YEARS

FreeWOF checks
4 YEARS

Hybrid BatteryWarranty
5 YEARS

(as standard)

Valley Toyota
Tony Richards Toyota

Thames
Paeroa



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber
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building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

Spring is a great time for your tyre 
check up.

Craig and Tania at Hauraki Tyre and Bat-
tery on Pollen St, Thames, are the people 
to see about road-safe tyres.

“We offer free tyre checks, pressure 
checks and our advice comes backed with 
more than 30 years in the tyre industry.

“We are happy to discuss if it’s com-
fort, mileage, price or performance you 
are after - and we can walk you through 
the massive range in our workshop,” they 
said.

Sometimes a simple rotation of your 

tyres will extend their life, and a wheel 
alignment will ensure the even wear.

Not only are they a one-stop shop for all 
things tyres, batteries, and good service 
- they pride themselves on being able to 
offer all price options from entry level to 
high performance.

There has been great interest in the Af-
terpay option available in store also.

Hauraki Tyre & Battery are ‘the big Yel-
low Tyre & Battery shop’ on Pollen St.

Open from 7am to 5pm, Monday to Fri-
day, and Saturdays from 9am to 12pm.

Give us a call today 07 868  8182.

Tyres, batteries, friendly service
Hauraki Tyre & Battery owners Tania and Craig.                                                                    Photo: SUPPLIED

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist



CALL THE EXPERTS
Church Notice

Accomodation 
Wanted

Situations Vacant

For Lease

Firewood

For Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket 

was Kahu Appleton, who found Pete in the 

August 14th edition in the Atlas Architectural 

Draughting Experts advert. 

Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

PAPER 
RUNNERS

We have a 
vacancies for 

paper runners in 
Waihi & Thames. 
Immediate Start...

Please contact 
Geoff: 

admin@
valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more 
information.

PHOTO SALES
Photographs taken by the 
Valley Profile are available

for purchase, contact us today!
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz 

0204 0944 853

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Public Notice

Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Storage

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Handyman 

Pets

�������������
������������������
�����

�����
	��
������
����������������

����������������
��������������
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waste removal

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

A position has become available in 
our busy spare parts department.

Any age considered.
Working with a wide range of...

motorbikes small engines
farm machinery cars tractors ...

and all sorts!
Apply with your CV to 

miles@hpmotors.co.nz
027 227 1121

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. E - 
waihi105@gmail.com

PLACE YOUR AD  
IN 

THE VALLEY 
PROFILE:

“The paper 
that is being 

read” 
Contact Nikki - 
022 130 3885

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Big double load 
of ti tree mix. 

Dry shed
stored and free 
delivery. $340

Ph: 022 386 0395

Woodturners Cafe 
is looking for a staff 

member to join 
our team for 15-20 

hours per week, 
including 

1 weekend day.
No experience 

necessary as we 
can provide 

full training for the 
right applicant.

Contact Lorraine 
with expression of 

interest on 
021 246 9376

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler
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Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Hauraki District Council 
September 2024 Meetings

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be held 
during the month of September 2024 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, 1 William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.

Planning Committee
Monday, 16 September 2024, 9am

Plains Ward Public Meeting
Tuesday 17 September 2024, 5.30pm 
Kerepehi Hall

Paeroa Ward Public Meeting
Wednesday 18 September 2024, 5.30pm 
Karangahake Hall

Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 23 September 2024, 9am

Council
Wednesday, 25 September 2024, 9am

Waihī Ward Public Meeting
Thursday 26 September 2024, 5.30pm 
Waikino Hall

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter

DIGGER SERVICES
*  Post hole drilling
*  Small earthworks
*  Tipper trailer
*  Metal delivery
*  Stormwater 
    remediation

Thames based 
Call Kevin 027 286 9288

Accommodation for 
pensioner preferably 
rural. Phone Ted 021 
167 6777

Paintings, including 
valuable pieces. Con-
tact Ted to see them 
Ph: 021 167 6777
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

 
 
Basis of Election for 2025 Local Elections 
 
 

On 5 July 2024, Hauraki District Council gave public notice of its final proposal for representation 
arrangements to apply for the Council for the elections to be held on 11 October 2025. Notification of 
the right to appeal or object was also given. No valid appeals or objections were received in respect 
of the resolution, therefore the representation arrangements for Hauraki District Council’s 2025 local 
elections will be the same as in the final proposal: 

(i) Hauraki District Council to comprise the mayor elected at large and 13 councillors elected 
under the ward system, specifically 11 general ward councillors and two Māori ward 
councillors; 

(ii) Hauraki District Council be divided into four wards, these being: 

• Plains General Ward (four councillors) being the existing ward comprising the area 
delineated on LGC-012-2013-W-2 deposited with the Local Government Commission; 

• Paeroa General Ward (three councillors) being the existing ward comprising the area 
delineated on SO Plan 57980 deposited with Land Information New Zealand; 

• Waihi Ward (four councillors), being the existing ward comprising the area delineated 
on SO Plan 57979 deposited with Land Information New Zealand; 

• Te Pakikau o te Ika Māori Ward (two councillors), comprising the whole area of the 
district as delineated on Plan LG-012-2013-W-1 deposited with the Local Government 
Commission. 

(iii) No community boards be established; 

(iv) The three general wards, the number of councillors per ward, the ward populations 
(estimated at 30 June 2023) and the population ratio per councillor are as follows: 
 

Ward Population Councillors Average % Variation 
Plains General 6,380 4 1,595 -8.33% 
Paeroa General 5,430 3 1,810 4.02% 
Waihi General 7,330 4 1,833 5.34% 

 
(v) In accordance with section 19V(2) of the Local Electoral Act 2001, the population that each 

general ward councillor represents must be within the population range of 1,740 +/- 10% 
(1,566 – 1,914). The number of Māori ward councillors complies with Schedule 1A of the 
Local Electoral Act 2001. 

Any queries regarding the Council’s decision should be directed to: John McIver, Community Growth 
Manager, Hauraki District Council, 1 William Street, Paeroa, or PO Box 17, Paeroa 3640.  

 

28 August 2024 
Langley Cavers, Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council 

NGĀTI PĀOA IWI TRUST
RATIFICATION OF MARUTŪĀHU IWI  

COLLECTIVE REDRESS DEED AND  
POST-SETTLEMENT GOVERNANCE ENTITIES

Election Services - 0800 922 822 (NZ) - 1800 951 355 (AUST)

Registered adult iwi members will receive document packs which include a:

• Ratification information booklet; and

• Voting pack (voting information, voting form and free-post 
envelope).

The ratification information booklet, Marutūāhu Iwi Collective Redress Deed 
and post-settlement governance entity documents, are available via the 
Ngāti Pāoa website (www.paoa.co.nz) as well as the Te Arawhiti website in 
relation to the Collective Redress Deed (www.tearawhiti.govt.nz/te-kahui-
whakatau-treaty-settlements/find-a-treaty-settlement/marutuahu/).

Mandated Treaty negotiators for the Marutūāhu Iwi have negotiated a 
collective redress deed with the Crown.  Voting will be available for Ngāti 
Pāoa iwi members, aged 18 years or over, to ratify the Marutūāhu Iwi 
Collective Redress Deed and post-settlement governance entities.

The voting period is: 
Monday 9 September, to 5pm Monday 21 October 2024.

Dated at Auckland, 30 August 2024

As detailed in the voting form, all eligible Ngāti Pāoa voters can e-vote by 
internet, vote by free-post envelope, or by ballot box at any of the following 
ratification information hui:

Date Time Venue

Sun, 15 September 2024 10:00 am Te Taua Moana Marae (Navy Base),  
Stanley Point, Auckland

Wed, 18 September 2024 6:00 pm Novotel Tainui Hamilton Conference 
Centre, Hamilton

Sun, 29 September 2024 10:00 am Kaiaua Bowling and Community Centre, 
Kaiaua

A special voting pack can be obtained, if you are not a registered member of 
Ngāti Pāoa (or turn 18 during the voting period), by contacting the Returning 
Officer at Election Services 0800 922 822 (NZ) or 1800 951 355 (Aus), or  
info@electionservices.co.nz, or at the ratification information hui.   
Special votes, which are otherwise valid, will be counted subject to 
confirmation of registration. 

Please ensure your registration details are current, and encourage your 
whanaunga to register and vote.

Craig Taylor, Returning Officer, 
Independent Election Services Ltd,  
for Ngāti Pāoa Iwi Trust

The two resolutions to be voted on by Ngāti Pāoa are:
1: I, as a member of Ngāti Pāoa, support the Marutūāhu Iwi Collective 
Redress Deed. 

2: I, as a member of Ngāti Pāoa, support the Marutūāhu Collective cultural 
and commercial PSGE’s receiving the Maruhūātu Collective Redress. 

Public Notices Public Notice Public Notice

Positive Paeroa Inc
AGM

26th Sept 2024 5.30pm
The Refinery, 

5 Willoughby Street
All welcome. 

Come to enjoy the 
hospitality and
hear about our 

Rebrand, Refocus and 
Revitalise plans

Ph: 07 868 3142     
www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz     

659 Pollen St, Thames

Left Bank Theatre 
is closed from 2-9 

September inclusive so 
we can have the break 

we’d hoped to have 
before opening, catch 
up on admin etc, and 
do things like finding 

childrens movies for the 
next school holidays. We 

look forward to seeing 
you again after that.  

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to 

deliver our paper to everyone, 
sometimes we just cannot 

achieve this.
If you are one of the few who 
does not receive your weekly 
paper, please note they are 

available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, 
HDC Council Offices , Ngatea 
Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 
Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, 
Countdown, HDC Council 
offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 
Square, Paeroa Information 
Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, 
New World, Toyworld/Takenote, 
Information Centre, Daffodil 
Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, 
Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 
Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin 
Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields 
Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, 
Thames 4 Square, Carson’s 
Bookshop, Thames Council 
Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            
KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

A rainy day won’t stop these kids enjoying the game.          Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

All eyes on the ball while splashing through puddles on the field. Paeroa Rangers’ team huddle.

Making a splash
A bit of rain didn’t put a damper on the Paeroa Rangers U10’s final soc-
cer game of the season against Whangamatā Area School on Saturday. The 
Whangamatā School field was lined with supporters donning gumboots, rain-
coats and umbrellas while the two teams splashed it out for their last game. 
Even though the field was covered in puddles, it didn’t stop Paeroa Rangers 
taking out the win. Paeroa Rangers captain of the day Nehemiah told The Pro-
file it was really fun running around in the rain. Reporter DAVIDDA HIKATAN-
GATA braved the weather and snapped some shots of the fun.

 Paeroa team captain Nehemiah runs the ball down the field.

The proud Paeroa Rangers after their rainy game against Whangamatā.
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Pulse, 4 In the nick of time, 14 Guard, 15 Rivet, 16 Possessive, 17 Libel, 19 Hem, 20 Rupture,
21 Violinist, 22 Pledge, 25 Magnified, 27 Avenue, 28 Depart, 33 Consultant, 35 Pea, 36 Mallet, 37 Spar,
39 Ire, 41 Appease, 42 Broken, 43 Waterfall, 44 Sinks, 45 Defected, 50 At, 51 Ancestry, 55 Atoll, 58
Childhood, 59 Locale, 60 Harpoon, 61 Cue, 63 Year, 64 Desire, 65 Gum, 66 Xenophobes, 68 Treaty, 69
Herald, 71 Segregate, 76 Studio, 77 Protested, 79 Formula, 81 Urn, 84 Equal, 85 Continuous, 86 Liver, 87
Chill, 88 Beneath contempt, 89 Jetty.

DOWN: 2 Unique, 3 Scent, 5 Noon, 6 Hostile, 7 Nestle, 8 Cairn, 9 Oversee, 10 Tilt, 11 Mobile, 12 Cache, 13
Oddment, 14 Gladden, 18 Franz Liszt, 23 Offal, 24 Outlaws, 26 Austere, 27 Against, 29 Asphalt, 30 Topple,
31 Spoke, 32 Beaten, 34 Tarn, 36 Meant, 38 Rally, 40 Free, 45 Decay, 46 Frigate, 47 Code, 48 Eroded, 49
Voice, 50 Alleged, 52 Clay pigeon, 53 Support, 54 Rioter, 55 Admirer, 56 Scamp, 57 Flex, 62 Snare, 67
Strudel, 68 Trounce, 70 Apricot, 72 Execute, 73 Figure, 74 Assign, 75 Client, 76 Snail, 78 Tonic, 80 Maize,
82 Glee, 83 Jump.

ACROSS
1 Dark beer (5)
4 Just beaten (6,2,3,4)
14 Occupy illegally (5)
15 Work hard (5)
16 Public vote (10)
17 Desire (5)
19 Blue (3)
20 Not total (7)
21 Rings, necklaces
etc (9)
22 Young hen (6)
25 In reverse (9)
27 Light porous
volcanic rock (6)
28 Thwarted (6)
33 Distributed over a
considerable extent
(10)
35 Tear (3)
36 Out of focus (6)
37 Deep voice (4)
39 Flying saucer
(1,1,1)
41 Card game (7)
42 Staple (anag)(6)
43 Deep respect (9)
44 Ore test (5)
45 Forced back (8)
50 Alternatively (2)
51 A day (8)
55 Distinct (5)
58 Water store (9)
59 Thyroid swelling (6)
60 Watered down (7)
61 Age (3)
63 Den (4)
64 Precious metal (6)
65 Henpeck (3)
66 Scenery at the rear

of a stage (10)
68 Scottish dish (6)
69 Mystery (6)
71 Unintelligible talking
(9)
76 Make fast (6)
77 Killed brutally,
bloodily (9)
79 Unconventional (7)
81 Family (3)
84 Application (5)
85 Place of worship
(10)
86 Trivial complaint (5)
87 False name (5)
88 Soon (2,3,4,6)
89 Spartan (5)

DOWN
2 Menace (6)
3 Out of condition (5)
5 Concept (4)
6 Make believe (7)
7 Motor fuel (6)
8 Of tides (5)
9 Tedious (7)
10 Tempo (4)
11 Relish (6)
12 Search (5)
13 Examined (7)
14 English cheese (7)
18 Karl Marx work
(3,7)
23 Old-fashioned (5)
24 Insurance company
statistician (7)
26 So-so (7)
27 Well liked (7)
29 Erudite (7)
30 Closing act (6)

31 Thin soup (5)
32 Petty details (6)
34 Business
transaction (4)
36 Show off (5)
38 Shabby and squalid
(5)
40 German Mrs (4)
45 Agrarian (5)
46 Overtaking (7)
47 Nobleman (4)
48 Not native (6)
49 High temperature
(5)
50 Thin stiff fabric (7)
52 Spark, activate
(7,3)
53 Harshly rowdy (7)
54 Growing old (6)
55 Intense desire (7)
56 Australian wild dog
(5)
57 Nipping creature (4)
62 Underwater gear
(5)
67 Semi-fluid (7)
68 Metal cutter (7)
70 Greedy eater (7)
72 Not accurate (7)
73 Confer holy orders
on (6)
74 Learn about (4,2)
75 Mollycoddle (6)
76 Garden pest (5)
78 Snake (5)
80 Pop (5)
82 Gauze (4)
83 Aspersion (4)

 SUDOKU               166

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                186

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

Bayleys are proud of Waikato’s own, Karl Davis, who has been recognised as the nation’s number one rural real
estate salesperson at the 2024 Real Estate Institute of New Zealand Awards for Excellence in Real Estate, for the
third year running.

Karl’s success is the result of a sincere interest in country property and the ability to think laterally on behalf of his
clients, employing his broad knowledge and wide experience to consistently achieve excellent results whatever the
market conditions.

Karl’s marketing background enhances the service he offers. His upfront and honest manner combined with a
good-natured approach and genuine enjoyment of people makes for sound client relationships.

Call 0508 83 83 83 or
email karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS, LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

AS AWARDED BY

KARL DAVIS – #1 RURAL SALESPERSON
THREE YEARS BACK-TO-BACK

OVERALL
RURAL

SALESPERSON
OF THE YEAR

2022

OVERALL
RURAL

SALESPERSON
OF THE YEAR

2023
OVERALL
RURAL

SALESPERSON
OF THE YEAR

2024
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waikino 205WaitekauriRoad

10.9ha 6 4 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 1pm,Wed2Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-1.45pmSun8Sep&Sun 15Sep
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestyle, incomeandserenity
Situated in the tranquilWaitekauriValley, just tenminutes fromWaihi, youwill find"TheCowshed&WhiskeyCreek
Cabin".Auniquepropertywithan incomefromtheboutiqueaccommodationsplusacomfortablehome.The
propertyspans 10.94hectares (moreor less)of rolling tosteep land,with tranquilbushwalks, abeautiful streamon
theboundaryandplentyof roomforall theanimals.Theownerswereattractedto thepeaceandseclusionof thearea
andsawtheopportunity tocreatea retreat, conveniently locatedbetweenAuckland,Tauranga,andthepopular
CoromandelPeninsula.

bayleys.co.nz/2315982

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Miranda 1046MirandaRoad

12.83ha

AskingPrice $599,000+GST(if any)
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Versatile landawaitsyourambitions
Predominantly flat incontour, thisgrazingblock ispositionedwithanelevatedbuildingsite thatenjoyspanoramicsea
vistasover theFirthofThames.Spanningover 12.83ha(moreor less)of fertile, arable land, thispropertyoffers
unparalleledpotential foravarietyofcrops.The rich, loamysoil, combinedwithwell-maintained fencing,ensures
optimalgrowingconditionsyear-round.Situated inaprime locationwitheasyaccess tomajor transport routes, this
block isnotonlyaproductiveassetbutalsoan ideal spot tostartyournew lifestyle.Withabuildingplatformonan
elevatedsite inplace thisgenerous landsize.

bayleys.co.nz/2315733
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Paeroa motocross students rev to the top
A team of Paeroa College stu-

dents has been making waves 
in the motocross world by revving 
their way to the top with a recent 
string of victories.

The college motocross team 
competed in the Northland 
Schools MX Challenge at Ruakaka 
on August 2.

Paeroa motocross riders Archie 
McCallum, Marlin van Hellemond 
and Tayla Foster throttled their 
way through the competition re-
sulting in podium placings.

Archie won the 125cc 15-16 year 
class, Marlin finished third in the 
same class, and Tayla finished 
third in the 85cc women’s 12-16 
year class.

Along with these high rankings, 
the riders collectively kicked up 
a storm and took out the entire 
competition, followed by Hauraki 
Plains College in second place and 
Whangārei Boys High School in 
third.

That’s not all - the team is also 
taking part in the New Zealand 
Battle of the Schools MX Series 
which is made up of three events 
across the year. So far the team 
has competed in two race days, se-
curing first place at the Patetonga 
event in April, and second place at 
Tokoroa in July.

With one more race to go in 
mid-October, the team will have 
an opportunity to put their pedal 
to the metal and claim an overall 
win.

The Paeroa College motocross 
team also includes Marshall 

Hagan, Rai Kaye, Travis Cox and 
Rhys Baxter.

Paeroa College teacher in charge 
of motocross Penny Cox said: 
“[the] credit goes to these riders 
who practice in their own time 
and race in other events outside of 
school”.

“I am so excited to see what the 
next few years bring for this team 
as they still have a couple of years’ 
racing, so keep an eye out for their 
names - who knows where this 
sport might take them.”

For the team’s recent event 
in Ruakaka, 16-year-old team 

spokesperson Archie McCallum 
told The Profile it was windy and 
the tracks were sandy which made 
it difficult to ride.

Archie said there was a lot of so-
cialising that came with racing.

“I know most people [at compe-
titions] - I’ve got plenty of friends.”

But when it comes to his friend-
ship with teammates Marlin and 
Tayla, he said: “we have good 
laughs and good times”.

Archie said he used to get nerv-
ous before a race, but as he’s 
competed more: “I’m pretty calm 
now... I always think of the best 

way around the track”, he said.
Archie’s focus for race prepara-

tion consisted of bike set up and 
the basics, he said.

He also likes to get ready with a 
“bit of fuel” for himself.

“I sometimes get cramps in my 
fingers while I’m riding, and I can’t 
use my fingers to use the brakes 
and the clutch... so I try to drink 
plenty of water and electrolytes to 
keep me hydrated and energised”.

When it comes to keeping moti-
vated, Archie said it was the feeling 
of winning and making mum and 
dad proud “that keeps me going”.

Paeroa Motocross rider Archie 
McCallum leans in.  
   Photo: LAZY ACRES PHOTOGRAPHY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

“You get a good adrenaline rush 
when you’re out there riding. So 
yeah, that’s what keeps me going 
every weekend,” he said.

Archie’s advice for people think-
ing about getting into the sport 
was to be as outgoing as you can.

“It’s not what you know in mo-
tocross, it’s more who you know - 
especially in New Zealand.

“You [can] get pretty far if you 
know heaps of people rather than 
just knowing heaps of stuff.”

It’s also important that you 
“don’t cheat out on your gear, and 
your helmet especially”, Archie 
said. 

“Spend as much money as you 
can. It’ll make it a lot better in the 
long run if you’re trying to go far 
with it.”

Archie’s Father, David McCal-
lum, or Buck, said Archie was 
quite good at his maintenance and 
looking after his gear. 

It was thrilling to watch Archie 
race, he said. 

“You see the kids put the work 
in and then getting the results - it 
doesn’t happen overnight.”

From left: Marlin van Hellemond, 
Tayla Foster, Rai Kaye and Archie 
McCallum.                     Photo: SUPPLIED


