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Strong recovery for tourism with highest ever visitor spend, P3

From bees to beefFrom bees to beef

Bryce and Sue Hooton with 
their herd.      Photo: SUPPLIED

If Bryce Hooton’s got “too much” to do 
on the farm - the electric fence gets 

turned off.
The Coroglen hereford cattle farmer 

told The Profile he hated electric shocks.
Bryce relies on his fences to navigate 

the farm, and for good reason too: he’s 
100 per cent blind. 

Bryce, 57, said while only a small per-
centage of people were totally blind - 
“I’m one of those [people]”.

“A lot of people think because of what 
I do and what I get up to, they all think 
I can see something,” he said. But when 
he was out walking on the farm - he used 
a stick to find his way - “I’ve got to sort 
of bang it along the fence line”.

The direction of wind also helped him 
get around the farm, he said.

“If you know you’re going to walk 
across the paddock and the wind’s in 
your face, you keep it in your face.”

But it was clear he also had a good 
support system.

Bryce, who runs the farm with his wife 
Sue, said they “always work as a team”.

Sometimes he’d get a ride on the side-
by-side farm vehicle, but quite often he 
was on his feet to shift stock, he said.

The race had “a nice camber” on it too 
- and Bryce said it was “a bit of an art” to 
keep yourself on top of it.

The Hootons had their “own little 

methods at work”, he said. For exam-
ple, when he was putting up an electric 
fence - he said Sue would go ahead with 
the reel and he would be behind with the 
standards. 

Bryce was 18-years-old, working as 
a dairy farmer, when he got hit by a 
stray bullet and lost sight in one eye.

“It was just a real freakish, severe acci-
dent,” he said. Ten months later, he was
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An October 6 announcement from the 
government has named 149 national 

and regional  development projects to be 
included in its Fast Track Approvals Bill. 

Included in the list are three projects in 
the Hauraki or Coromandel districts: the 
Waihī North Project; the Kaimai Wind 
Farm Project; and the State Highway 25 
Pepe Stream Bridge Replacement Pro-
ject. 

The bill, due to be passed into law be-
fore the end of the year, aims to establish 
a streamlined consenting process over-
seen by several Ministers and a panel of 
experts, for these and other “projects of 
significance”. Nearly 27,000 submissions 
on the bill were received by Parliament, 
with many citing concerns about the ef-
fect many of the projects might have on 
the environment. The selected projects 
would be able to apply directly to the 
Environmental Protection Authority for 
consent, regional development minister 
Shane Jones said. 

“[They] have significant regional or na-
tional benefits. They will make a big dif-
ference in the regions by delivering jobs 
and growth and develop a pipeline of ma-
jor projects to help boost the economy,” 
he said in a press release. 

The projects were selected from 342 
applications, and cover a variety of in-
dustries including mining, housing and 
land development, renewable energy, 
aquaculture and farming, quarrying and 
infrastructure. 

The Waihī North Project is a proposed 
mining project by Oceana Gold, operator 
of the Martha Underground mine in the 
centre of Waihī. It would include a new 
underground mine at Wharekirauponga, 
just north of Waihī; an open pit directly 
to the west of the company’s current 
processing plant; an increase in tailings 
storage to the north and east of existing 
storage facilities; and an upgrade to the 
processing plant. 

Oceana Gold applied for resource con-
sent from the Hauraki District and Wai-
kato Regional councils in June, 2022, but 
the application was put on hold as the 
councils required further information 
about the project’s potential effects on 
the local ecology and environment. 

“As of now we are still awaiting this 
information,” a Hauraki District Council 
(HDC) spokesperson said. 

Oceana Gold’s April, 2024 newsletter 
said it had decided to “pause” its response 
to the councils while it looked into alter-
native approval through the Fast Track 
bill. Further press releases from the com-
pany said it welcomed the new bill. 

“Development of Wharekirauponga 
has the potential to contribute signifi-
cantly to the New Zealand economy, 
while maintaining a strong focus on envi-
ronmental and social stewardship,” chief 
executive Gerard Bond said. 

Meanwhile, Kaimai Wind Farm Ltd is 
also looking into the fast tracking pro-
cess, although a statement from com-
pany owner Glenn Starr noted that its 
inclusion in the bill was not a guarantee 

of approval.
“[Listed applicants] still have to apply 

to the Environmental Protection Author-
ity and the Kaimai Wind Farm Project 
will be assessed under the bill, once en-
acted,” he said. 

The energy company lodged a re-
source consent application with HDC in 
late 2018 for a 1304 hectare, 24-turbine 
wind farm on the Kaimai ranges south of 
Paeroa. Nearly 400 public submissions 
were lodged with the councils over the 
project, with 253 of them against the pro-
ject. 

HDC said the company had asked for 
the hearing date to be postponed while it 
consulted directly with submitters. 

The third local project with potential to 
be fast-tracked, the Pepe Stream Bridge 
replacement, was announced in July as 
one of nine significant bridges nation-
wide to be replaced. Waka Kotahi has 
been exploring options to replace the 
ageing bridge with a modern two-lane re-
placement for several years. 

A statement from HDC said the Fast 
Track bill was a legitimate alternative to 
its own resourcing consent process, and 
Oceana Gold and Kaimai Wind Farm Ltd 
were free to choose either option.

The bill is currently before the Environ-
ment Select Committee, with the com-
mittee due to report back to Parliament 
on October 18. It will have its second 
reading in November. 
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12

Marine
We are your local store for a wide range
of marine products. For trailer boats,

yachts and launches - we stock chandlery
for new builds, maintenance and repairs.

Scuba & Spearfishing
Get your gear “dive ready” - we service all dive
gear and fill and test cylinders. We stock SCUBA
and Spearfishing gear, wetsuits available to order.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the That Painter 
Experts ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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Wind farm, mine among fast-track projects
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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For more information
powerco.co.nz/helicopter

Do you have livestock
or animals?
In October we’ll be using a low-flying helicopter in the Coromandel, Hauraki,
and Matamata-Piako areas to inspect our power poles. This allows us to find
and fix any problems and help keep your lights on.

If you’re worried the helicopteeeerrrr mmmmmmmmiiiiigggggghhhhhtttt ddddddiiiiisssssstttttuuuuuuurrrrbbbbbbbbbb yyyyyyyooooooouuuuurrrr lllliiiivvvveeeesssstoooooccccckkkkkk, aaaaannnnnnnnniiiiimmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaalllllsssss ooooor aaaaannnnnnnn
upcoming event, please visit ppppppoooooowwwwwwwwweeeeeeerrrrrrrrccccccoooooo....ccccccoooooo.nnnnnnnzzzzzzzz//////////hhhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllliiiiiiccccccoooooooppppppppttttttteeeeerrrrrrr oooooorrrrrr ssssssscccccaaaaaaaannnnnn tttthhhhhheeeee QQQQQRRRRRRR cccccccooooooooddddddddddddeeeeeeeeee tttttttooooooo
see when we’ll be in your area...

Looking to volunteer for your community?
Volunteering beneets the organisations, community and the
volunteer’s. Learn new skills, meet new people and gain satisfactions.
We have a range of community programmes to you:

Opportunity shop.
Our St John Opportunity shop provides the income that helps us to
pprovide and maintain our Community Service programmes. We have
vacancies for volunteer shop staff and delivery drivers. 

Youth Programmes.
There are some vacancies on our St John Youth programmes for
children and youth aged 5  to 18 years. For those 18+ we have
positions for Youth Leaders to help develop further life skills. 

Health Shuttles.
WWe have vacancies for volunteer drivers for our shuttles based in
Thames and Paeroa.

Friends of the Emergency Department and Hospital
This is a great opportunity to help support and befriend patients and 
their whanau at Thames Hospital.  No clinical skills required. 

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

To end out more information please email:
hauhauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Hato Hone St John Thames

Strong recovery for Hauraki-Coro tourism
The Hauraki-Coromandel re-

gion had its highest ever total 
visitor spend over the summer 
quarter after experiencing one of 
the toughest years the regional 
tourism organisation has encoun-
tered.

Destination Hauraki Coroman-
del (DHC) says improved regional 
visitor activity and spending was 
“gratifying to see” in the wake of 
a slow recovery from the effects 
of the global pandemic and the 
January, 2023, weather events 
that devastated the region.

DHC, which recently released 
its 2024 Annual Report, said the 
organisation was able to promote 
the region nationally to rally sup-
port for regional tourism recov-
ery.

General manager Hadley 
Dryden said the necessity to ap-
peal for greater support was a 
“luxury we typically can’t afford”. 

“However, building stronger 
networks with national tourism 
agencies and media channels paid 
dividends.”

This included working with 
stakeholders to acquire exter-
nal funding for The Coromandel 
Cure, the biggest marketing cam-
paign DHC has ever delivered; 
and working with regional part-
ners to position Mautohe Cathe-
dral Cove for national support to 
ensure re-opening of the walking 
track this summer.

“The $200,000 Coromandel 
Cure domestic campaign was 
picked up offshore and domesti-
cally, delivering well in excess of 
$650,000 in unpaid media value. 

“The success of the campaign 
continues to be realised as lo-

cal businesses have leveraged the 
promotion long after the last DHC 
dollar was invested, a gift that 
keeps on giving.”

The organisation also appealed 
for greater support of Mautohe 
Cathedral Cove, to rebuild the 
tourist attraction’s access but also 
work towards improved outcomes 
for the locale and visitors. “The $5 
million allocation from the De-
partment of Conservation towards 
a vital national and Hauraki Coro-
mandel tourism asset and local 
taonga, is well overdue for a tour-

ism centric region such as ours.”
The return to a strong and suc-

cessful summer was just the medi-
cine required for a region that re-
lies on visitor spend to survive and 
prosper, with visitor numbers up 
5.9 per cent compared to the 2023 
year, the organisation said.

“The $370m in visitor spend 
for this reporting period was the 
economic account for the sunny 
weather, open roads, calm seas 
and returning international trav-
ellers that Hauraki Coromandel 
enjoyed.”

The DHC website www.thecoro-
mandel.com was the key platform 
for regional marketing.

“In addition to active use of so-
cial media and print channels, the 
recently launched Hauraki Coro-
mandel Travel app (available for 
Apple and Android), is proving to 
be another valuable tool in the re-
gion’s marketing assets.”

DHC chair John Sandford said 
it was very pleasing that the per-
formance of the organisation had 
been validated.

“It was also gratifying to see that 

Improved regional visitor activity and spending was “gratifying to see” in the wake of a slow recovery from the effects 
of the global pandemic and the January, 2023, weather events which devastated the region, DHC says.          FILE PHOTO

the recommendations for govern-
ance change DHC had submitted 
to its [trust] settlors, Thames-
Coromandel District Council 
(TCDC) and Hauraki District 
Council (HDC), were adopted and 
are now taking place.”

DHC is a charitable trust fund-
ed by Thames-Coromandel and 
Hauraki District Councils to pro-
mote the Hauraki Coromandel 
region as a leading visitor desti-
nation through destination mar-
keting and fostering sustainable 
visitor experiences.

Since it began in November, 
2011, enormous changes have 
taken place in tourism and travel, 
not least of which has been a con-
tinuing evolution in traveller’s ex-
pectations.

“In constant pursuit of excel-
lence, our operational team has 
kept pace with the changing 
trends. DHC has continued to 
deliver results that match and of-
ten exceed those of many larger 
and better-funded New Zealand 
regional tourism organisations 
(RTOs),” Sandford said.

“This constant search for ex-
cellence led the Board of DHC to 
submit the recommendations to 
TCDC and HDC about its Board 
composition. 

“The governance changes now 
adopted will enable DHC to better 
meet the needs of both the com-
munities we serve and the needs 
and expectations of our manuhiri, 
our guests, the people from New 
Zealand and across the globe who 
come to experience this wonder-
ful slice of beauty, wonder and 
peace that is so good for your 
soul.”
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If pregnant & not ready,
Would I consider Open Adoption?

Essay Contest
1st Prize Winner!

Adoption is not for the faint of heart; while the world may tell you that to give your
child into adoption is failure, I cannot help but see a woman who is no failure, but instead
deserves my utmost admiration.

For most, pregnancy is a time of wonder and expectation. But for the woman who
finds herself pregnant and afraid yet chooses life for the child, is one to be commended. For
a woman to put herself second to the child she carries is a courageous woman indeed. She
will be met with judgement and heartache, because she puts herself second. She will grieve
for what could have been as she hands her child over because she puts herself second. She
will go home with empty arms while others are full to overflowing, because she puts herself
second.

Heartache she will experience… But this woman will be cherished. This woman will
find belonging in the family that raises her child. This woman’s heartache will give way to
joy as she watches her child grow. This woman’s empty arms will become full as she snug-
gles her precious child on their visits.

And this child, this sweet child, will have a life of extra love. What a blessed child it
is who has so many who love them. I write this as I sit in my home, which is abounding in
love. I get to raise two children who are not my own because a woman puts herself second.
This reality is never lost on me. What a privilege I have all because a woman puts herself
second.

N. J 9/24
Sponsored by:
Open Adoption:The Gift of Love ebrumder@mac.com

ADVERTISEMENT
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to
single size mattress and base only. Free local delivery applies on purchases of $999 and above,
within a 10km radius.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

$995
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

HOTDEAL!

GALAXYMEDIUMPERFECTPOSTURE
OMEGAMEDIUM

POSTURERESTPLUSH

HUGESAVINGS!

$1295
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

$2157
QUEEN MATTRESS + BASE

FREE OLD BED REMOVAL AND SET UP WITH SUPERGOLD CARD

POSTURERESTPLUSH

LABOUR DAY
LABOUR DAY

Healing and growing community through art
Since the age of six, art has 

been the defining element of 
Helen Casey-MacDuff’s life.

It’s formed her career as an 
art teacher and professional 
artist; it’s been a healing tool 
through tough times; and now 
it’s a way for her to support and 
engage with her local commu-
nity. 

The Ngatea-based artist is 
one of this year’s entrants in the 
annual ART Waikino exhibi-
tion, taking place over Labour 
Weekend at Waikino Hall. She 
said events like ART Waikino 
were important in helping to 
encourage, empower and grow 
small community creatives. 

“Being creative is not just 
about sitting in your studio 
painting, it’s about engaging 
with community,” she said. 

“There is always space for 
creatives. Especially in educa-
tion, I would see a lot of young 
people that that’s their passion, 
and yet there wasn’t always an 
opportunity for them to exhibit 
or to put it out there and cel-
ebrate who they are.

“And I think little things like 
this are a good opportunity for 
people.” 

Helen described her own 
works as “semi-abstract”, al-
though she was quick to admit 
they could be difficult to define. 

“I like to portray movement 
and energy. So as much as I love 
fine details and creating realis-
tic elements that draw in your 
eye, there will also be areas of 

abstraction and more ambigu-
ous space that doesn’t detract 
from those little points of em-
phasis,” she said. 

“A lot of people will look at 
my work and say it looks kind of 
ethereal and a little bit spiritual, 
but I find it really difficult to ar-
ticulate it. I’m still on a bit of a 
process of finding my voice.”

Helen’s entry into the exhi-
bition is an oil painting titled 
Sail Away. The muted painting, 
swathed in greens and blues, 
was one of a series of images 
created while she nursed her 
late husband, Myles, through 
his battle with motor neurone 
disease. “It’s got a little sailboat 
in it, and it’s sailing out of the 

storm into a different, like a saf-
er harbour,” she said.

“[It] has a lot of personal kind 
of symbolism… losing my hus-
band and trying to find my way 
out of all that pain. At the time 
I didn’t know what I was doing, 
I was just painting, and now I 
know what it means. And yet, 
it’s not really a sad painting, it’s 

Ngatea artist Helen Casey-MacDuff champions events like ART Waikino.             Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

just more of a reflective thing.”
The style is a change from her 

previous focus on more realis-
tic, forest-based and political 
scenes, she said. 

“When I was going through 
that stuff with Myles, I couldn’t 
do dark or use black anymore. 
I had to do things that were 
bringing light into the home 
and happiness, so I went to all 
those blues and healing sorts of 
colours. That was just a natural 
response,” she said.  

“And now I’m just trying to, 
yeah, see what I can do, experi-
ment with some other palettes 
and see if they’re still authentic 
to me.”

This intuitive, explorative 
way of painting is just one way 
to approach creativity, Helen 
said, and that’s what she loves 
about open exhibitions such as 
ART Waikino. 

“Art is a visual language. 
“There’s always something 

original and new ways to say 
things. [And] a community-run 
event like this is a good start, it 
will help build confidence for 
people. 

“And I’ve seen there’s all sorts 
of works there. Whether you 
like abstracts or photographic 
realism, at a community event 
like that, there’ll be something 
for everybody.”
DETAILS: ART Waikino art exhibi-
tion, October 25-27, 10am-4pm at 
Waikino Victoria Hall, 8559 State 
Highway 2. Entry by koha and all 
artworks will be for sale. 
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Thames Arts, Treasures and Textiles 
(“TATAT”) is a group of local artists who 

have come together to exhibit and sell 
their unique creations.

The exhibition will be open for sales eve-
ry Saturday morning, from 9am to 1pm, 
in the Grahamstown Hall, in conjunction 
with the Saturday Thames Market. 

On display will be collections of pottery, 
jewelry, textiles and fine arts, as well as 
beautiful and rare forgotten treasures 
from ages past.

It was the idea of Jenni and Angelique 
to utilize an indoor space where artists 
would be able to support and expand 
each other’s creative processes, while at 
the same time having the opportunity to 
market their work to the general public.

They felt that this would enable a kind 
of cross-fertilisation among individual art-
ists which would benefit each member, as 
well as achieving a high degree of market 
exposure for each artist in the group.

They wanted a sales environment 
where the buyer would be confident that 
each piece of work purchased would be 
unique, hand-made and not part of a 
mass-produced run or the re-working of 
cheap foreign art products.

Furthermore, the artist would be avail-
able at the time of sale to discuss aspects 
of the work with the purchaser, answer 
questions and provide further information 
about other aspects of their work or style

All our artists are happy to discuss com-
missions or special requests, and to work 
within the client’s budget where possible.

To date we have over 14 artists in the 
group, representing almost as many 
forms of artistic activities and we wel-
come expressions of interest from other 
artists who might like to join us. 

For those artists not wanting to make a 
full ongoing commitment, casual ad-hoc 
memberships are also available, subject 
to acceptance by the group.

Thames artists to exhibit and 
sell their unique creations

ADVERTORIAL

Miners’ strike causes ‘terrifying incidents’

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Strikers’ wives took an active 
part in affairs at Waikino dur-

ing a major miners’ strike both 
there and at Waihī. 

About 20 of them paraded the 
main thoroughfare of the town-
ship with placards attached to 
their clothes, on which was in-
scribed in bold lettering, “Don’t be 
traitors to your cause.” The strike 
caused much unrest and several 
terrifying incidents such as that of 
three young men who were trav-
elling from Te Aroha to Paeroa by 
train. 

All were calmly sitting in a car-
riage, when a man, wearing long 
streamers of red ribbon, entered 
and produced a revolver, ask-
ing if they were going to Waihī to 
work, and warning them to keep 
away from there. The intruder 
paid special attention to one of the 
men and, pointing the revolver 
into his face, pinned a piece of red 
ribbon on to his coat.  The man, al-
most scared to death, said he was 
not bound for Waihī and as soon 
as the train reached Paeroa he 
jumped from the carriage, tore 
the ribbon from his coat, and ran 

Strikers’ wives parade outside the Waikino works with placards.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

for his life.
At Thames, housewives were 

driven to their wits end to provide 
a decent family meal. Bread, meat, 
butter, vegetables and fruit were 
expensive with most fruit being 
out of the question. 

Rents also were high, but it 
was the supply of fish that really 
rankled. Fish one couldn’t buy at 
Thames under the present system 
where there were about 30 ‘lords’ 
of the Hauraki Gulf. 

These men built large freezing 
works and controlled the supply of 
fish to suit themselves. A trawling 
company was the only means of 
solving the trouble, but these lords 
of the gulf said: “No, it will do us 
out of a living”.  

“Why should thousands of peo-

ple be starving for fish just because 
it doesn’t suit a few men to go in 
for an up-to-date method of catch-
ing them?” asked a housewife. If 
they couldn’t compete with trawl-
ers let them do something else. 
The Hauraki Gulf should belong 
to the people. It was teeming with 
fish, and the government should 
open it for trawling.

Over at Paeroa, a distinct earth-
quake was felt which lasted for two 
or three seconds, and had come 
and gone before most people real-
ised what had happened. It was so 
many years since there had been 
an earth tremor in Paeroa that the 
unpleasant experience was quite 
a novelty to many. Most people 
were indoors at the time of the 
shake, and several rushed outside, 

but they soon recovered from their 
fright.

Meanwhile, the Postmaster 
General authorised the establish-
ment of a post office at the Or-
chard, Hauraki Plains. The name 
of the office was to be Ngātea and 
the postmaster Mr J Bratlie. A 
branch of the Farmers’ Union 
was also inaugurated at the fledg-
ing township. The first meeting of 
the newly formed branch would 
consider making application for a 
fulltime school. The new district 
held great possibilities for dairy-
ing. The drainage appeared to be 
working very satisfactorily, and 
where grass had been laid down it 
had taken splendidly. About 1000 
cows would be milked there and 
prospects were extremely bright.

1912

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. In what decade was the 
Pac-Man video game first 
released?
2. Jump, Panama and Runnin’ 
With the Devil are all songs by 
which rock band, active from 
1973 until the lead singer’s 
death in 2020?
3. Bosc, Red D’anjou and 
Bartlett are all types of which 
fruit?
4. Which of the characters 
of the TV show Friends had a 
twin sibling?
5. What is the largest sea 
mammal in the world?
6. What term refers to the 
distance around a circle?
7. What colour are the public 
transport buses in London?
8. What number is 15 
squared?
9. In opera, what is the 
libretto?
10. The term ‘Corona’ is a latin 
term which translates best as 
what? a) crown, b) beer or c) 
sun?

ANSWERS: 1. 1980s; 2. Van Halen; 3. 
Pears; 4. Phoebe Buffay; 5. The blue 
whale; 6. Circumference; 7. Red; 8. 225; 9. 
The lyrics/words; 10. a) Crown.

Coromandel landscape painting by artist Delano.        Image: SUPPLIED
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SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

SEE THE
DIFFERENCE
WITH

THAMES,

Local, trusted eye care for the whole family.

www.patersonburn.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

New in store for Spring. John
Lennon short sleeve shirts.
The ultimate in luxury, pure
cotton lawn for comfort and
style. By English Laundry.

$149 each.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Oakley Bithell, 2, checks out the Hauraki Maori Trust Board’s potting activity.                  Photos: TERESA RAMSEY

The Grey Power Thames committee is on hand to answer questions.

Taurima Midwives’ Leesa Riley-Harrow, 
left, Kim Grant and Manea Grant. 

Gr8 Job Hauraki’s Ryley Ballantine, 
Nicola Poutu and Julie Stephenson. 

Whānau Day Out
The Thames Civic Centre was buzzing on October 3 during 
a fun, interactive gathering of health providers, social 
services and community groups. Held by Te Korowai 
Hauora o Hauraki, there were spot prizes, a sausage sizzle 
and stall holders offered free activities and health checks 
throughout the day at the annual event. 

Kuratapirirangi Manuel, 5, has fun painting a pot. 

CAPs Hauraki’s Maria Buteler gives Maia Ngamane, 11, a fresh new look.
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tcdc.govt.nz/makeadifference

SEEKING
DESTINATION HAURAKI

COROMANDEL TRUSTEES
Do you have a passion for the Hauraki Coromandel region and
growing the visitor economy in a sustainable and regenerative
way?Would you like to support the region to thrive as a tourism
destination, whilst ensuring this returns positive benefits to
local communities?

Destination Hauraki Coromandel Trust is seeking dynamic and
visionary individuals to help shape the future of tourism in the region.
We are seeking board members who have the vision to promote the
area as a top-tier destination while fostering a sustainable and thriving
tourism sector.

Destination Hauraki Coromandel is the Regional Tourism Organisation for
Thames-Coromandel district and Hauraki district. DHC’s purpose is to:

• Promote andmarket the Hauraki-Coromandel as a
premier tourist and visitor destination.

• Support the tourism sector to deliver high-value,
sustainable tourism experiences.

We are seeking to fill the role of Chairperson, and a number of
trustee positions.

To find out more and to apply, visit
tcdc.govt.nz/makeadifference or scan the QR code.

The Historical Reenactment Society was set up along the front lawn, armed with memorabilia and stories to tell.

Museum society chair Carolyn McKenzie explains a display to a museum visitor. 

Thames Hospital nurse Andy Phillips 
blends into the display in an accurate 
World War 1-era nurse’s uniform. 

Blast from the past
The Thames Museum open day was a bustle of activity on 
October 12. Members of the public mingled with reenactors from 
the Historical Reenactors Society, wartime nurses and 1940s-era 
working class women. There was plenty to see and do, and 
visitors were treated to a wealth of knowledge about life in war-
time New Zealand. “It’s wonderful that people are coming along 
and supporting the museum,” museum society chair Carolyn 
McKenzie said. ALICE PARMINTER captured the activities.

Thames Museum volunteers pose behind a vintage shop counter in the museum.

Mike Jenner displays some artefacts. Thames Rotary’s sausage sizzle.
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Nissan Qashqai 2.0ST
NZ New, 2WD, Auto

SPECIAL
$11,990

2004 Toyota 1st
Auto, Economic

VALUE
$5,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990

2012 Ford Territory
AWD, V6 Diesel, Top Tow Car

$10,990

2005 Mitsubishi Colt
Auto, Low 68km

$5,990
ONLY

Toyota Spacio
Auto, 4WD, Low Kms, Alloys,

Tow Bar

ONLY
$4,990

2013 Ford Fiesta Trend
1.5Ltr Auto, Leather, BEST VALUE

$10,990

2011 Kia Cerato SX
2.0Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys

Top Condition

$10,990

Patron passionate about promoting history
Take a second look at the 

person putting away the 
chairs at Thames Museum; it 
could very well be the society’s 
new patron.

Thames resident Sereena 
Burton said it was an honour 
to be asked to be the museum’s 
patron, and said she saw the 
position as an advocate rather 
than a mere figurehead. 

“Any museum is important 
to a town. Because, stating the 
obvious, it’s the town’s history. 
If we forget things, then we’re 
doomed to repeat them,” she 
said. 

“It’s getting out there, it’s 
promoting the town. I mean, 
looking at a number of empty 
shops at the moment, Thames 
is looking a bit sad. We’re try-
ing to encourage people to 
come in and celebrate the 
town.”

Sereena has been involved 
with the museum since 1999 
- the turn of the century, she 
said; an appropriate turn of 
phrase for a museum. 

Along with spending periods 
on the committee, she’s also 
helped to photograph some of 
Thames’ history. Most recent-
ly, the museum invited her to 
make a photographic record of 
the former Butts Hotel, above 
the old Fresho shop, ahead of 
its upcoming demolition. 

History has always been a 
large part of Sereena’s life.

With an uncle who was a his-
torian in Taranaki and her late  
mother involved in a number 
of Thames societies, Sereena 
soon found she also had a place 
there. 

“We were foundation mem-

bers of the Small Gauge Rail-
way, my mother and myself,” 
she said. 

“We had similar interests, so 
we tended to replicate the same 
things.

“And one of the wives there 
said to my mother, who I call 
DC, ‘how would you like to be 

a volunteer at the museum? 
You only have to be down there 
once a month just on the door, 
you know.’

“And then, of course, what 
she did, I did. I mean, people 
who know us will know that we 
were interchangeable, pretty 
much.”

Sereena Burton is the new patron for Thames Museum.                      Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

From there, Sereena was in-
volved in plenty. She joined 
Forest and Bird, the John 
William Hall Arboretum, and 
took occasional photos for the 
School of Mines. 

She’s also the official photog-
rapher for the Historic Kōpū 
Bridge group. 

Sereena said volunteers were 
invaluable, not just for the mu-
seum but for the whole town. 

“If it wasn’t for them, so 
many establishments in 
Thames wouldn’t be opera-
tional - sporting groups and 
community groups and herit-
age groups. If we all just did 
a little bit, then it would be so 
much easier.”

And for Sereena, “doing her 
bit” now includes promoting 
the museum. 

“I’ve been known as eccen-
tric…  I’m quite happy to get 
dressed up in Victoriana or 
anything to promote the mu-
seum,” she said. 

“The thing is, I’m not great at 
talking to people, so it’s some-
thing to work on.”

Meanwhile, she’s found oth-
er ways to help out, like pack-
ing up after the museum’s 
monthly history talks. 

“I’ve decided ‘patron’ means 
‘putting away temporary 
resting-on necessities’,” she 
laughed. 
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Explore our catalogue from the comfort of your home sweet home!
www.peterandson.co.nz

Handcrafted Outdoor Furniture

Browse our strong,
comfortable and
durable furniture
collections.

Delivery available
across the North Island.
Custom-made options

Sign up online to go into the draw
to win a Cape Cod chair

Valued at $580

PROGRAMMES
AVAILABLE FOR 2024

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Wanting to upskill or change direction? These are some of the
FREE options we have available for ALL ages

Retail Level 2 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success

We also offer some fee paying short programmes – Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

Six-year-old Temata from Paeroa Central School with his project about melting ice.               Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Netherton’s Emily Oakden, 11, explores the effect of temperature on rock candy.

Miller Ave’s Kayden researches the 
effect of smoking and vaping on lungs.

Charlie and Terina from St Joseph’s.

Scientific studies
Ohinemuri’s budding scien-

tists came together for a 
science fair display on Septem-
ber 13. 

The fair, held at Netherton 
School, featured 16 projects 
from five primary schools 
across the region, including 
Hikutaia, Miller Ave, Neth-
erton, Paeroa Central and St 
Joseph’s Paeroa. The inaugural 
event saw around 35 kids par-
ticipating. 

Ohinemuri Kahui Ako chair 
Brook Hill said the fair was a 
chance to celebrate learning 
within the school cluster. 

“We do a great job highlight-
ing sports… it’s really impor-
tant that we’re [also] highlight-
ing the other strengths and 
passions of our tamariki,” she 
said. 

The children’s projects were 
chosen from topics aligned 
with the science curriculum.

Each school held their own 
science fairs, and the winners 
of each age category were se-
lected to represent their school 
at the group fair. 

The fair was well supported 
by local and education busi-
nesses, who donated over 
$800 worth of educational 
prizes including microscopes, 
robotics, experiment kits and 
rock collections. The judg-
ing was conducted by House 
of Science’s Lauren Bartram, 
along with Paeroa College’s 
head of science Sheree Dunlop, 
head student of learning Milah 
McGahan and year 13 science 
enthusiast Justin Smith. 

Max and Jackson from Hikutaia School investigate sugar levels in sauces.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Affordable, original
art for sale

ART EXHIBITION

A M A Z I N G
P R I Z E S
T O B E W O N

GOLDEN ART TRAILGGOOLLDDEENN AARRTT TTRRAAIILLGOLDEN ART TRAIL
WAIKINO HALLWWAAIKKINNOO HHAALLLLWAIKINO HALL
WAIHI MUSEUMWWAAIHHI MMUUSSEEUUMMWAIHI MUSEUM
WAIHI BEACHWWAAIHHI BBEEAACCHHWAIHI BEACH

LABOUR WEEKEND
FRI, SAT, SUN

25–27TH OCTOBER
10AM – 4PM

WAIKINO HALL

Go l d c o i n k oha
w w w . w a i k i n o h a l l . o r g . n z / a r t w a i k i n o

Advert
sponsored by

SPORTS

Don’t try and tell Tighthead Ted he’s not happy! 
The romantic weekend away to Whanganui with 
Mrs THT resulted in a thumping win to the Swamp 
Foxes 38-15.
Payback for the horrible loss to the Butcher Boys 
a few weeks back. Looking back now, probably a 
good loss to wear as conditions were the same, a 
strong wind, again in the first spell, but this time 
the boys used it well, and the result came.
It was a very focused Valley side that hit the field at 
Cooks Gardens, a forward pack primed and ready 
for action, and Whanganui feeling the pressure of 
being firm favourites for this match. However, they 
shelled the first kickoff of the match, backpedalled 
in their first two scrums, and were on the receiv-
ing end of some ferocious offensive defence. They 
defended an early Valley attacking lineout, before 
those early scrums, and end result, four minutes 
in, Sione Etoni dotting down in the right hand cor-
ner after some good work from Laulea Mau. It was 
quick hands, then great strength that saw Etoni 
carry half the Whanganui backline over to score.
Quinn Collard missed the bonus points. Whan-
ganui failed to put the restart 10 metres, and more 
pressure mounted for the home side. Another 
strong Valley scrum saw the ball go to the right 
touchline, before swinging back to the left. Alex 
Thrupp hit the line hard in midfield, then threw a 
nice long pass to Oneone Faufou, who was lurking 
on the left wing, Faafou galloped along almost to 
the goalline before throwing a nice inside pass to 
Charlie Marsh, and the little maestro  dotted down.
Eight minutes in, and after the Collard conversion, 
Valley was ahead 12-0. Whanganui started to get 
their act together, holding the ball together and 
string phases together into the wind. But another 
error saw Valley enter their 22 again, and another 
penalty saw Collard extend the lead to 15-0. Finally 
though, on the back of a few penalties as the Valley 
defence tired, a five metre lineout saw Whanganui 
drive over for their first five pointer. Unconverted 
into the stiff breeze, but the home team was start-
ing to look the goods. A break up the middle of the 
ruck from their big arse flanker saw Toddy Doolan 
sin binned for loitering on the ball too long, and 
Whanganui took the gift three points. 
The score now at 15-8 with 10 to go in the half, 
a repeat of the Thames match was looking in the 
offing. The Valley veterans up front thought other-
wise, and after a big break from Connor McVerry 
saw Brett Ranga bundled out in the corner. From 
the ensuing defensive lineout, Mau charged the 
clearing kick down, and a five metre scrum saw 
Valley pile on the pressure.
Whanganui held strong though, but after conced-
ing a penalty, they then upgraded to a penalty and 
a yellow card following a Charlie Marsh quick tap. 
The first five was given the card, but it looked to 
ole Tighthead more like their 13 had put in a cheap 
no-arms shot to the back of Marsh’s head. 
Skipper Matty Axtens seemed a bit more upset 
than just a ‘not back five’ call. Regardless, a pen-
alty slotted by Collard, and the Whanganui come-
back was slowed. Then the highlight of the match, 
first McVerry stole a lineout that Axtens cleaned 
up nicely. Etoni came in off his blindside wing for 
a solid run before finding Faufou, who battled on. 
Quick ruck ball saw a text book short side quick 
hands putting Cam Dromgool into the clear. Drom-
gool timed an inside pass to the ever present 
Marsh for the heartbreaking five pointer, which 
became seven after the Collard conversion. 

The best part of the try though was the quick 
hands – Marsh to tighthead prop Te Huia Kutia to 
Axtens to Dromgool. It was training ground stuff, 
repeated a thousand times this season, and ex-
ecuted to perfection on the field. Brought a tear to 
the eye I can tell ya. The fact that it also blew the 
score out to 25-8, instead of 18-8 at the half must 
have screwed a few minds in the Whanganui camp 
too! The second half opened with Valley shelling 
the kickoff, but taking early control, Mau and Fau-
fou keeping the Valley pack rumbling forward with 
some powerful carries. Valley started to steal a bit 
of lineout pill through this early period too, but 
couldn’t capitalise. Axten’s was held up over the 
line after some more good work from Etoni, a sec-
ond yellow card to Whanganui after another high 
shot on Marsh, a try saving steal from Rodney Ton-
gotea saw the next 10 minutes filled with neither 
side having real ascendancy.
The deadlock was broken with 20 to go when 
the Valley, who were giving the ball plenty of air 
throughout the match, went wide after some phase 
play, and hooker Josh Tye put Etoni into space. The 
big unit stepped inside the final defender to regis-
ter his second try of the match. The regulation Col-
lard two points after saw the match put away 32-8. 
Whanganui came back into the match, winning 
some field position, and after a concerted period 
of pressure, one of their reserve fatties rolled over 
for a try, making it 32-15 with 12 minutes to go. But 
there was not going to be a fairy tale ending for the 
Butcher Boys. Valley poured back on to the attack, 
Tayne Tupaea leading the way with multiple car-
ries, and the match was closed out with two more 
penalties to the Swampies – Collard and then 
Fletch Morgan getting onto the score sheet with 
the final three pointer in the match. Final score 38-
15, and a spot booked in the final. Hard really to 
pick any standouts in the match, as pretty much 
every man played well. The pack really laid it on 
– tackled like trojans, if it wasn’t McVerry, it was 
Axtens, if not Axtens, Ranga, or Kutia, or Martin, 
or Faufou and Mau or any combination. The low 
number stepped up and made their tackles count.
Defence was super throughout, and not only the 
big boys, out wide the pretty boys were doing the 
damage too, led by the midfield pairing of Morgan 
(still needs that haircut) and Tongotea. Doolan 
kicked well into the wind after a couple of dusty 
early efforts, and as per usual, whoever was kick-
ing for goal, the points kept coming off the boot. 
But wait, there was more, ole THT had barely 
blown the froth of his fifth lemonade when Mid 
Canterbury came back from the dead against their 
neighbours South Canterbury. A penalty with time 
up on the clock saw the yellow and greens lead 
for the first time in the match, 17-16. I must say 
a handy time to lead too, when the ref blows the 
whistle for full time! So a HOME FINAL for the lads 
this coming weekend. What a difference a week 
makes. Last week we were lamenting losing a 
home semi final, and getting ready to head south 
for a final – if we won this week’s away semi. But 
colour me pink, the unbeaten, since Adam ate that 
apple, South Canterbury go down, and ‘wallah’, 
home ground advantage. And geez, the lemonade 
tastes sweet. 
Meads Cup Semi Final Results: Whanganui 15 (2 
tries; conversion; penalty) lost to Thames Valley 38 
(C Marsh 2, S Etoni 2 tries; Q Collard 3 conversions, 
3 penalties; F Morgan penalty). South Canterbury 
16 lost to Mid Canterbury 17.
Meads Cup final to be hosted by Thames Valley at 
Boyd Park, Te Aroha, October 19, at 2:05pm.

Thames Valley’s Tayne Tupaea breaks through.                      Photo: TVRFU

HEARTLAND RUGBY

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Finals bound: Veterans 
do the business
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz
PaeroaFarmServvrvices

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90 per cube
Gum $135 per cube
FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE

Ends December 20

Ph: 00800 7754 6827
002222 4277 166118

ssppliinnttassfifirreewwoooodd

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

business and shifted from Mata-
mata to Cooks beach, near Coro-
glen, to kick start their new jour-
ney as hereford farmers.

Bryce heard herefords were a 
“really quiet breed” and easy to 
handle, he said.

“It’s not a big herd, you know.”
Farming 35 cows wasn’t the 

same as taking in 300 cows twice 
a day to milk, Bryce said.

“You sort of shift them and you 
walk around them and give them 
the odd pat, check their water and 
wander off.”

Bryce and Sue bought another 
block of land last year in Mataran-
gi - which is where the herd and 
heifers lived, he said.

When the bulls were weaned in 
March, they were then shifted to 
Coroglen for the winter, he said, 

while the heifers stayed at Mata-
rangi.

Even though Bryce was “a lit-
tle bit hesitant” to begin with - it 
was evident the Hootons were 
passionate about their hereford 
journey.

“Both our hearts are right in it.”
The most important thing Bryce 

had learnt so far was “breeding 
something that you can sell”.

Sweet transition from honey to the herd
making silage when a bit of wire 
flew out of the harvester and “got 
me in the other eye”, he said.

But his loss of sight didn’t stop 
him.

He said the biggest thing was to 
take on little challenges, get good 
at them, and then move on to the 
next, rather than take on big chal-
lenges.

“Big ones will blow you away.”
One thing the Hootons poured 

30 years into before working with 
herefords was beekeeping.

The couple, who owned Golden 
Flow Honey in Matamata, bought 
a block of land in Coroglen in 2015 
with the intention of planting it all 
in Manuka for honey.

Manuka honey was “going bal-
listic” at the time, Bryce said.

“We ran 2000 hives and packed 
100 tonnes of honey for overseas 
markets.”

But by the time Bryce turned 
50, he’d “sort of had enough”, he 
said.

“The big boys were starting 
to buy little businesses up... so I 
found the opportunity to go.”

That’s when the Hootons came 
up with a new plan for the Coro-
glen land, “because you’ve got to 
do something”, Bryce said.

The couple turned their atten-
tion and efforts to a different sort 
of buzz: a cattle farm.

But Bryce said he didn’t want to 
run “just any old stock”.

“I wanted a bit of a challenge, a 
bit of meaning in it.”

The couple sold their honey 

Bryce and Sue Hooton with their pet cow Lucy.                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

“We’ve been pretty lucky,” he 
said. “We’ve sort of gone along 
with the AI [Artificial Insemina-
tion], so we import a lot of Aus-
tralian semen.”

He called it “top-notch sort of 
stuff”, which came from an Aus-
tralian hereford stud bull called 
Robert Redford.

“So the breeding’s worth some-
thing, that’s what I’ve sort of 
learnt.”

He said, just like dairy farm-
ers and other breeders - the thing 
to look for was low birth weight, 
high growth rates and easy calv-
ing.

Those are the things Bryce said 
they were “focussed on” with their 
breeding programme. 

“And it’s starting to show in our 
bull sales this year,” Bryce said.

“You know, you get $8000 for 
your top bull.”

Bryce said they had 10 bulls 
up for auction on August 31 and 
managed to sell them all.

“We average $4600, where a 
lot of other studs are sort of av-
eraging, you know, $2700 [to] 
$3000.”

But out of the 10 bulls, five were 
sold to stud farms. “We’re really 
wrapped with that.”

Bryce said they had to be “pret-
ty blooming good” to go to a stud 
farm. It was a real challenge for 
the Hootons, so they had a “really 
good bottle of wine” that night, he 
said.

Being able to sell yearling bulls 
is “a lot easier on us”, he said.

CONTINUED FROM P1

CONTINUED ON P13
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come & see us for ride on and push mowersCome & see us for ride on and push mowers

CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ
PH | 027 2850349

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA
3503 NEW ZEALAND

PROVEN
RELIABILITY

STARTING FROM

69,995.00$

+GST

QVX36 FEL FITTED

A lot of breeders kept their bulls for an ex-
tra year to sell as rising two-year-olds, he 
said. 

“The yearlings really suit us... we don’t 
have to deal with these real big fellas.”

Bryce said yearling bulls could get quite 
big.

“They’re like 500kg when they leave our 
place. But they’re cruisy.

“We haven’t been threatened by them at 
all.”

One of the biggest things Bryce said he’d 
been challenged with was fat marbling 
throughout the meat.

“It seems to have been missed out on 
with a lot of their breeding.”

Restaurants and markets all around 
the world wanted marbling in their steak, 
Bryce said.

“You’ve got to have what the market 
wants. And that really starts with people 
like us.”

Bryce said they were targeting bulls with 

a lot of fat in their muscles.
“It’s quite an important thing,” but, “I 

can’t do it on my own”.
Bryce said as time went on - more and 

more people were starting to realise and 
bring it into their breeding programmes.

“If you get the premium product with all 
the right muscles and rump muscles, and 
all the eye [fillet steak] muscles and stuff 
like that right- then you’ve got something 
to sell.”

And it was the same when the Hootons 
were doing honey, he said.

“The whole world was screaming out for 
manuka honey - so we packed up our bees 
and went to manuka places and produced 
manuka honey.”

Even though bees and herefords are dif-
ferent - the principle is still the same.

“You’ve got to produce something what 
the market wants.”
DETAILS: To find out more about the Hootons 
and their hereford journey, visit hoobeesher-
efords.com.

CONTINUED FROM P12

Australian hereford stud bull Robert Redford.       Photo: SUPPLIED
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Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

FoodiesFoodies
Recently, we had to change 

our adventure day chal-
lenge for the Res-Kids pro-

Pushing past limits: The power of the Stretch Zone

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION gramme. New adventure regu-
lations required a safety audit, 
and the cost of that audit was 
more than the entire pro-
gramme budget. 

Needless to say, we had to 
pivot.

After some searching, I found 
an alternative adventure op-
portunity that was permissible 
in today’s risk-averse climate. 

I booked a day to check it 
out, but when the day arrived, 
it was wet and cold, and I had 
a short window to get up and 
back. 

I would need to run if I want-
ed to finish on time.

Truth be told, I was tired and 
not feeling particularly moti-
vated. 

But then I reflected on a top-
ic we had just discussed with 
some students: the “stretch 
zone.” 

We all have things we’re 
comfortable with and things 
we declare we’ll never be able 
to do. 

The stretch zone is where 
we begin to push toward those 
“no-go” things.

As I looked at the weather 
and considered my energy, I 
realized I needed to step into 
the stretch zone. 

So, I loaded up, jumped in 
the car. I ran, huffed, puffed, 
and crawled up the hill.

When I finally reached the 
top, the breathtaking view 
made it all worthwhile—a pow-
erful reminder to “practice 
what I preach.”

So, whether for yourself or 
your child, I encourage you 
to consider your own stretch 
zone.

What are the challenges that 
seem a little daunting? 

Embrace them, because each 
time we step outside our com-
fort zones, our world grows a 
little bigger.

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well 
Trust Youth Worker. He and his 
team provide mentoring and 
resilience programmes across 
Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. 
They are passionate about sup-
porting our young people to 
thrive. 
Much of this work is funded out-
side of schools and it becoming 
increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. 
Email michael@livingwell.org.
nz to sign up to their quarterly 
newsletter or to become a sup-
porter.

The Cheese Barn is situated in 
a picturesque area between 

Thames and Paeroa, only 5km from 
Kopu, and is on the Hauraki Rail 
Trail, so they get plenty of cyclists 
calling in off the trail.

They use Coffee LaLa beans and 
organic milk processed in the fac-
tory, which makes for a good coffee.

It’s a popular stop to buy their 
award winning cheese and yoghurt 
sold in the shop.

They make their own Gelato and 
Sorbet Ice Creams using organic 
milk and cream that are only sold 
on site. They come in tubs or cones 

and also on Belgium Waffles, which 
are a real treat.

There is a breakfast menu served 
on weekends from 9am to midday.

Try The Big Barn Breakfast, which 
has bacon, eggs, mushrooms, 
breakfast sausages, hash browns, 
toast and The Cheese Barn Award 
winning halloumi. Eggs Benedict is 
also a popular choice, and there is a 
kids breakfast too. 

After many, many years of being 
open 7 days a week, The Cheese 
Barn is now shut on Mondays then 
open from 9am to 4pm every day 
from Tuesday to Sunday, (the kitch-

en closes at 3.30pm).
Visit Matatoki Cheese Barn on Fa-

cebook page to see if they are open 
on public holidays, which is only in 
the summer months.

They have a BYO licence so you 
can bring your favourite wine to en-
joy with your cheese board or pizza 
and sit outside under a shady tree.

The kids love the big outdoor area 
and can feed the animals like alpac-
as, goats, guinea pigs, rabbits, birds, 
and chickens.
DETAILS: The Cheese Barn, 4 Wainui 
Road, Matatoki, Ph 07 868 1284, 
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz.

Wine and dine in countryside peace

Try The Big Barn 
Breakfast, which has 
bacon, eggs, mushrooms, 
breakfast sausages, 
hash browns, toast and 
The Cheese Barn Award 
winning halloumi. 

ADVERTORIAL
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

FULL HYBRID RANGE

Toyota
Aqua

Toyota
Corolla Cross

Toyota
RAV 4

Toyota
Vitz

Toyota
Yaris

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Toyota
Prius Alpha

Toyota
Corolla Sport

Toyota
Latest Prius

Toyota
Auris

Toyota
Aqua Cross

Toyota
C-HR

Hey Toyota,
line me up a deal
on a used car?

Offer available between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 on Toyota Certified Vehicles purchased from an Authorised Toyota Dealer. Total Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty
cover is for 4 years/160,000km from vehicle purchase date, whichever occurs first. Total Toyota Certified Hybrid Battery Warranty cover is for 5 years from vehicle purchase date
or until the odometer reaches 160,000km, whichever occurs first. Both warranties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roadside Assistance and WOF terms, conditions and
exclusions apply. See Toyota.co.nz for further information.

Toyota Certified

How’s this offer we’ve lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

+ + +
Warranty

4 YEARS
AA Roadservice
4 YEARS

FreeWOF checks
4 YEARS

Hybrid BatteryWarranty
5 YEARS

(as standard)

Valley Toyota
Tony Richards Toyota

Thames
Paeroa
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch
ROASTS

(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte
available

Wicked Little Letters (100mins, 2023) M Offensive language & nudity.Wed 4.30pm; Thu 1.30pm:When
people receive letters full of profanities, rowdy Rose is charged with the crime. The town’s women investigate.
Bad Luck Banging or Loony Porn (106 mins, 2021) R18 Explicit sex scenes & offensive language.Wed
7pm; Thu 4.30pm:Winner at Berlin Festival, an outrageous Romanian comedy satirising modern culture.
Thelma (98 mins, 2024) M Offensive language. Thu 11am; Fri 11am; Sat 1pm: 93-year-old Thelma gets
duped by a phone scammer and sets out on a quest across the city to reclaim what was taken from her.
Megalopolis (138mins, 2024) R13 Violence, offensive language, drug use & sex scenes. Thu 7pm; Fri
7pm: 2024 American epic science fiction drama film. Set in an alternate, 21st-century New York City.
Rosalie (115 mins, 2024) M Sex scenes & self-harm references. Subtitled. Fri 1.30pm: 1870s France,
Rosalie concealed her hirsutism until a bar owner marries her for her dowry. Inspired by historical figures.
Beats (101 mins, 2019) R16 Violence, offensive language & drug use. Fri 4.30pm: Friends in
Scotland go out for a night together. Going to an illegal rave, the boys journey into an underworld of anarchy.
Show Me Shorts: Whanau-friendly (48 mins, 2024) PG. Sat 3pm: Space travellers delighted by our
world, charming robots and radio-active chickens… For children & families. Most popular.
Show Me Shorts: The Sampler (105 mins, 2024) M Offensive language, nudity & suicide references.
Sat 7pm; Sun 4pm: Highlights of the festival, including Joanna Lumley and local talent.
Runt (91mins, 2024) PG Course language Sun 11am: Follows 10y.o. Annie and her stray dog as
they attempt to win at agility at the Krumpets Dog Show in London in order to save their family’s farm.
Harold & the Purple Crayon (89 mins, 2024) G Sun 1pm: Harold can make anything come to life just by
drawing it. After he grows up, he draws himself off his book’s pages into the physical world.

Movies for week starting Wed 16 October
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Garden Ramble brings hidden surprises
The Waihī Lions Club Gar-

den Ramble Committee 
has been busy preparing 13 
interesting gardens for its up-
coming Garden Ramble fund-
raiser on November 9 and 10.

There will be a wide variety 
of gardens to view, from com-
pact, well-filled gardens to 
more extensive properties.

The Ramble will begin in cen-
tral Waihī and travel through 
the countryside, where people 
can explore Waitawheta, Wai-
kino and beyond, ending back 
in Waihī. 

People will be able to vis-
it The Waterlily Gardens in 
Waihī, but only on November 
10.

Waihī Lions Club Garden 
Ramble spokesperson Liz 
Hawker said the purpose of the 
Ramble was to raise money for 
the community.

“Our wonderful garden own-
ers are very kindly helping us 
fundraise money which will go 
back into the community.”

In addition to the Ramble, 
“this year we have a massive 
plant sale”, Liz said.

There will be a large variety 
of colour producing perenni-
als and other delights such as 
dahlia tubers, box hedge, ca-
mellias and much more.

Nothing over $15 and many 
plants under $5.

“So it’s a great opportunity 

to fill any garden spaces with 
these bargains and enjoy ex-
ploring the Ramble too.”

Art, refreshments and plants 
for purchase will be available at 
several gardens along the way. 

Proceeds will go toward new 
mattresses for Waitawheta 
Camp and recovery chairs for 
Hetherington House Commu-
nity Rest Home.

“So it’s really cool because 
people get to see the gardens 

and they also get to contribute.”
Come rain or shine, the Ram-

ble will go ahead regardless of 
the weather.

“Please wear comfortable 
walking shoes and bring a jack-
et.”

Tickets are available to pur-
chase from Garden centres in 
the area, or on November 8 and 
9 from New World Waihī, and 
cover both days from 9am to 
4pm.

“We want [people] to explore 
our area,” Liz said.

“I remember when I first 
came to Waihī, it wasn’t un-
til I went on a ramble that I 
went, ‘oh, my goodness, this is 
a different place than what I 
thought it was’.

“These people have got such 
pride in their gardens, and 
they’re so beautiful.

“I didn’t know that there were 
gardens like this in this area,” 

she said. “It gives you a differ-
ent feeling.”
DETAILS: Tickets cost $30 and 
are available at Mitre 10 Waihī, 
Beach Road Garden Centre, WB 
Home Hardware, Waihī HDC, 
Country Dog Paeroa and Aer-
oview Garden Centre Thames. 
New World Waihī will also have a 
ticket stand on November 8 and 
9. For more information, contact 
Jennifer on 027 2040 488 or Liz on 
021 023 17833.

The Waihī Lions Club Garden Ramble kicks off on November 9, including gardens around Waihī, Waitawheta, Waikino and beyond.        File Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

A local nurse is encouraging 
people in Waikato to sign 

up as a volunteer for Breast 
Cancer Foundation NZ’s Pink 
Ribbon Street Appeal this 
October.

Casey Nancarrow will be 
one of thousands of collectors 
hitting the streets all over New 
Zealand on 18 and 19 October 
to raise funds for breast cancer 
research, education and 
patient support programmes. 
The Foundation is still seeking 
more volunteers for the appeal.

Casey is volunteering 
with her mum, Robyn, who 
was diagnosed with breast 
cancer in 2017. The journey 
with breast cancer impacted 
the whole family and Casey 

specialised in breast care 
nursing following her Mum’s 
diagnosis. 

“It is amazing being able 
to help women when they 
are first diagnosed, and I can 
empathise as I know exactly 
how they are feeling.

“Breast Cancer Foundation 
does such good work. 
Hopefully  by volunteering 
in the street appeal, we can 
help to reach a few people and 
spread awareness.”

Breast Cancer Foundation 
NZ’s chief executive, Ah-Leen 
Rayner, says the funds raised 
through the Pink Ribbon Street 
Appeal are vital to continue 
the charity’s work: “We don’t 
receive any government 

funding, so we rely entirely on 
the generosity of our incredible 
volunteers and donors to keep 
our life-saving programmes 
going.

“Breast cancer affects one 
in nine New Zealand women, 
but the good news is it can be 
successfully treated if detected 
early. The money raised 
through the Pink Ribbon 
Street Appeal will help to 
support patients going through 
treatment and make sure 
more women can get an earlier 
diagnosis.”

Around 300 women are 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
across Waikato every year. The 
survival rate for breast cancer 
if diagnosed early is 92 per 

cent.
Breast Cancer Foundation 

NZ is urging all women to 
be ‘breast aware’ to give 
themselves the best chance of 
surviving breast cancer.

This means getting to know 
the normal look and feel 
of their breasts, regularly 
touching and looking for any 
changes, and getting changes 
checked by a GP as soon as 
possible. 

For women aged 45-69, free 
mammograms are available 
through BreastScreen Aotearoa 
every two years.
DETAILS: To sign up for a two-
hour collection shift for the 
Pink Ribbon Street Appeal, visit 
pinkribbonvolunteer.org.nz.

Plea for Pink Ribbon Street Appeal volunteers
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Spite, 4 Give the game away, 14 Image, 15 Sneer, 16 Complexion, 17 Doyen, 19 Set, 20
Brittle, 21 Cowardice, 22 Future, 25 Animosity, 27 Seethe, 28 Betray, 33 Stationary, 35 Lob, 36 Muslin, 37
Fuss, 39 Zoo, 41 Optical, 42 Breeze, 43 Intricate, 44 Reins, 45 Brighten, 50 Do, 51 Alphabet, 55 Glare, 58
Beekeeper, 59 Filter, 60 Stealth, 61 Ear, 63 Evil, 64 Golden, 65 Oak, 66 Unabridged, 68 Likely, 69 Target,
71 Impatient, 76 Gossip, 77 Crossword, 79 Tequila, 81 Nil, 84 Erase, 85 Laryngitis, 86 Scene, 87 Never, 88
As old as the hills, 89 Defer.

DOWN: 2 Pantry, 3 Theft, 5 Icon, 6 Exploit, 7 Hyenas, 8 Grind, 9 Manacle, 10 Aide, 11 Asylum, 12 Cause,
13 Certify, 14 Injured, 18 Flamboyant, 23 Essay, 24 Chassis, 26 Netting, 27 Subzero, 29 Rhubarb, 30
Stupor, 31 Alien, 32 Pistol, 34 Yarn, 36 Motif, 38 Spent, 40 Dish, 45 Bible, 46 Ice-rink, 47 Heed, 48 Employ,
49 Laden, 50 Defrost, 52 Peter Piper, 53 Aladdin, 54 Entrée, 55 Gradual, 56 Fluke, 57 Beau, 62 Canal, 67
Cluster, 68 Leaning, 70 Gorilla, 72 Martini, 73 Finals, 74 Twinge, 75 Glance, 76 Glove, 78 Strut, 80 Uncle,
82 Feel, 83 Bill.

ACROSS
1 Sung drama (5)
4 Is blatantly obvious
(6,3,1,4)
11 Snarl (5)
14 Heating device (5)
15 Component parts
(11)
16 Arithmetic operation
(8)
19 Aseptic (7)
20 Shed feathers (5)
21 Moral principles (9)
24 Pay back (9)
26 Religion founder (6)
27 Rises (6)
31 Hidden store (5)
32 Team game (8)
34 Daughter of a miner
‘49er, in a song (10)
38 Sudden strong
increase (7)
39 Wrench injury (6)
40 Competitors (6)
41 Gambler’s stake (4)
42 Enterprise (7)
45 Happening
unexpectedly; by
chance (10)
50 Tree-shaping art (7)
54 Headlice eggs (4)
55 Handwriting (6)
56 Elect (4,2)
57 Doubter (7)
60 Rich crumbly biscuit
(10)
61 Women’s
underwear (8)
62 Wasp’s weapon (5)
65 Cunning (6)

66 Recently (2,4)
67 Lacking truthfulness
(9)
72 Tidal river-mouths
(9)
73 Card game (5)
74 Fine glassware (7)
79 Go against, as of
rules and laws (8)
80 Slows (11)
81 Last (5)
82 Throwing sport (5)
83 Delicate issue (8,6)
84 Rot (5)
DOWN
2 Attractively small and
dainty (6)
3 Watercourse (5)
5 Melody (4)
6 Inquisitive (7)
7 Jockey’s seat (6)
8 Second-hand (4)
9 Inherent ability (8)
10 Make lovable (6)
11 Sharpening wheel
(10)
12 US state (4)
13 Leaves slowly and
reluctantly (7)
17 Economic
depression (5)
18 Honest, genuine
(2,3,5)
22 Praise and honour
(5)
23 Badges of office (8)
25 Deplete totally (7)
26 Equilibrium (7)
28 Black and white
bird (6)

29 Seasoned
preserved sausage (6)
30 Lucky charm (6)
33 Subject (5)
35 Foe (5)
36 Laboratory gel (4)
37 Obnoxious child (4)
42 Planet (5)
43 Country-wide (8)
44 Sector (anag)(6)
45 George Orwell
satire (6,4)
46 Give as example (4)
47 Make a secret
known (7)
48 Jotting down (6)
49 Similar (5)
51 Long ago (4)
52 Momentum (7)
53 Rules over (6)
58 Facts and figures
(10)
59 Correct (5)
63 Adieu (8)
64 Trap (5)
65 Transported (7)
68 Immediate (7)
69 Fiscal plan (6)
70 Expectorated
mucus (6)
71 Wide-brimmed hat
(6)
75 Bread piece (5)
76 At a distance (4)
77 Church seats (4)
78 Surrender (4)

 SUDOKU               172

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                192

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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With an eye for detail and more than 
12 years’ experience in the auto-

glass industry, Liam Gillbanks from Preci-
sion Windscreens provides mobile wind-
screen repair and windscreen replace-
ment services to drivers all over the Hau-
raki Plains district and beyond.

“Getting your windscreen replaced 
doesn’t need to be stressful,” Liam said.

“Clients are often stoked to hear I can 
come to their home or work and that 
they’ll be back on the road within a cou-
ple of hours.

“Being mobile, professional and having 
an eye for detail are some of the driving 
factors of our success.”

Waitakaruru to Whangamatā and every-
where in between - Precision Windscreens 
caters to all your auto-glass needs, with a 
workmanship guarantee and Driver Assis-
tance Camera calibration available.

For knowledgable, effective and effi-
cient service - book us for your windscreen 
repair or replacement today.
CONTACT: Call Liam on 027 212 7750 or 
email admin@precisionwindscreens.co.nz

Behind the Nozzle
Your first port of call for windscreen repairs and replacements - Precision Windscreens.      SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS

Church Notice

Church Notice

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Grazing

Monument
Services

Farm Services

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihiscrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
Public Notice

Public Notices

Trades & Services

StorageDeath Notice Public Notice

Wanted To Buy

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Pets
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waste removal

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painters

Builder

DIGGER SERVICES
*  Post hole drilling
*  Small earthworks
*  Tipper trailer
*  Metal delivery
*  Stormwater 
    remediation

Thames based 
Call Kevin 027 286 9288

plumber

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

Available for yearlings or 
calves. Long term, until 
31st May 25. Ex dairy 
farm on Hauraki Plains. 
For more info ph 027 354 
3432 

Roof painting, Dulux 
products. Free quotes. 
Ph 021 204 4495

HEADSTONE 
DETAILING 
SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed 
please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

Experienced 
independent 

AB technician available
PLEASE TEXT 

Richard 027 933 2015
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if you have lost a loved family member or friend 
– this past year or earlier.

 St James Church, cnr Pollen & Pahau St, 
Thames, 2pm on Sunday 20 October

(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
Please phone 07 859 1260 to register

 (for catering).

HOSPICE REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

if you have lost a loved family member or friend 
– this past year or earlier.

 St James Church, cnr Pollen & Pahau St, 
Thames, 2pm on Sunday 20 October

(PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
Please phone 07 859 1260 to register

 (for catering).

HOSPICE REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

Historical Maritime 
Park Inc.

AGM 
Sunday 20th October 3.30pm 

at Maritime Park

Kauri gum. Good qual-
ity. Any amount. Cash 
buyer. Ph: 027 238 
8009 or 09 409 4839

Electric mobility 
scooter for pensioner. 
Must be cheap. Ph: Ted 
021 167 6777

Thames and Districts RSA (2014) INC
AGM

Notice of Annual General Meeting.
The AGM of the Thames and Districts RSA 
will be held at The Thames Bowling Club on 

Sunday 10th November at 1200, Midday, 
following the Armistice Day Service 

at the WW1 memorial.
Financial Report, and election of officers, and 
any general business.
Following the AGM there will be a luncheon to 

celebrate the 10th Anniversary of 
The Thames & Districts RSA. 

The cost for this has yet to be finalised. 
Reservations are necessary and this may be 
done by signing on the Register at The RSA 

or writing to: Sec.thames.rsa@gmail.com
David Sinton-secretary
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

CLOSURE OF STREETS TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965, notice is hereby given that the Thames-
Coromandel District Council, for the purpose of an onsite event, to 
close the following streets in Thames to ordinary vehicular traffic for 
the period indicated hereunder.  

Road closures will be carried out on Pollen Street, Willoughby 
Street and Pahau Street on 9 November 2024.

• Beach Road, between Williamson and Burke Streets      
 19:00 21/11/24 to 00:00 23/11/24

• Owen Street between Haven and Burke Streets               
18:00 21/11/24 to 00:00 23/11/24

• Cochrane Steet between Queen Street SH25 and Brown Street 
18:00 21/11/24 to 20:00 22/11/24

An approved copy of the Traffic Management Plan including road 
closure maps may be viewed at Council’s Thames District Office.  

Aileen Lawrie 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE   

Ph: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

•  Traditional & Bespoke Funerals  
• Direct Cremation  
• Pre-Planning
• Eco Funerals / Natural Burial

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki  
& Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICES

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WILLIAMS, 
Megan Claire:
21st February 1975 to 
10th October 2024. 
The Williams Family are 
devastated to announce 
the unexpected passing 
of their much loved wife 
and mother, Megan.
The service for Megan 
will be held at 10:30am 
on Wednesday 16th 
October at the Paeroa 
War Memorial Hall.
Forever loved by Jason, 
Brady, Nick and the late 
Kyle. 
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2024
BUNNINGS
WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 19th October at Boyd Park Te Aroha

Thames ValleyThames Valley
SwampfoxesSwampfoxes

vsvs
Mid CanterburyMid Canterbury

T O G E T H E R A S O N ET O G E T H E R A S O N E

E

MEADS CUP
2.05ppm

Ticket priice - $$55.0000 • UUndder 1188 years = ffree • NNo EEFFTTPOS

W

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Retail Sales 
Industrial Supply Specialist

We are looking to add to our growing team 
and need someone with a passion for 
customer service and the industrial supply 
business.
Applicants must have excellent 
communication skills, be able to build long 
term customer relationships and enjoy the 
challenge of problem solving.
You’ll need to be comfortable working in a 
busy retail environment and have proven 
industry/trade knowledge.
Hours are Monday to Friday and rostered 
Saturday mornings.

Application packs and further information are 
available from Dave in-store at 

308 Pollen Street Thames, 
www.readbros.co.nz or can be requested by 

emailing: admin@readbros.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

YARDMAN WANTED | FULL 
TIME, PERMANENT POSITION

Whyteline are seeking a reliable individual 
to join our team as a Yardman. 

Must be physically fit as the role involves 
loading and delivering motorcycles and 
ATVs, and general housekeeping tasks. 

Learn more on TradeMe or 
at whyteline.co.nz. 

Email marketing@whyteline.co.nz to apply 
No cover letter required.

Handyman Services

Home Maintenance

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Waihi Home Maintenance 
Services

Lawn mowing, tree pruning, 
chainsawing, water blasting

Building maintenance. 
General handyman jobs

Text or call Mark  021502460

Handyman Handyman Situations Vacant
Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. E - 
waihi105@gmail.com

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to 

everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea 
Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council 
offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information 
Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/
Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi 
Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 
Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper 
Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Kim Couper demonstrates the art of weaving to seven-year-old Lucas at the Waihī 
Weavers and Spinners club recently. The exhibition was held at the Waihī Arts Centre 
and Museum between September 16 and October 6. Fibre arts of all kinds were on 
display, including knitted baby clothes, blankets, wall art, pincushions, and toys. 
There were also several have-a-go activities - kids and adults alike could try out 
spinning, weaving, felting, crocheting and knitting. The exhibition was a success, club 
members Kim Couper and Donna Ritchie said, with many people stopping in to view 
and try their hand at the various crafts. The club meets on Thursday mornings, 9am-
12pm in the building behind the museum.          Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Waitakaruru School kicked off their production called Ureia last month, with four 
shows in total across three days. Waitakaruru School Office Manager Elizabeth 
Remnant told The Profile the school’s performance of Ureia was based on the 
Pūrakau (story telling) of Ureia the Great Kaitiaki. “We had four shows and 
over 400 people came to see it, including tamariki from Moanataiari School, 
Kopuarahi School and Ngatea School.” Each class did a fantastic job of learning 
their dances, Elizabeth said, “but the loudest applause went to our teachers’ 
performance of Ten Guitars”. “The legend of Ureia is relevant for the whole of the 
Hauraki area, so we hope our audiences can continue to pass down the story.”

Waitakaruru kids perform Ureia
Ureia production at Waitakaruru School in full swing.           Photos: SUPPLIED
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2.15-3pmSun20Oct& 12.15-1pmMon28Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Mangatangi 420MangatangiRoad

5,000sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.15-11amSun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Theultimate familyescapetothecountryside
Welcometoyourdreamrural escape– abeautifullypresented 1950sbrickhomeon5,000sqm(moreor less),offering
moderncomfortandcountryside tranquillity.Anepic familyhome,generouslyproportionedwitha largeopen living
area featuringstunningpolishednativewooden floors leading to thekitchen&dining.Themasterbedroomincludesa
walk-inwardrobeandensuite,with threeadditional largebedroomsandanoffice.Outdoors, enjoy theexpansive
deck,doublegarage,high-studshed,andstunningpark-likegrounds.FormerlyaMontanaVineyard, the fertile soil,
fruit trees, andveggiegardenofferaself-sufficient lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/2315826
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bayleys.co.nz

Mangatangi 1781MirandaRoad

108ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed16Oct&Wed23Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provendairyunitwith topnotch infrastructure
Spanning 108hectaresof fertiledairy land, this farmoffersa fantasticopportunity forbuyers.There’salsoanoption to
leaseanadditional62hectaresacross the roadviaanunderpass.Theproperty featuresa50-bale rotarydairyshed
withautomaticcupremovers, teat spray, andofficespace.Accommodation includesa five-bedroomhouse, a three-
bedroomhome,andatwo-bedroomcottage.Otherbuildings includesheds, ahaybarn, anda300-cowfeedpad.
Watercomes fromabore, andeffluentcovers30hectares.Close toAucklandandHamilton, this farmblends
productive farmingwith lifestylebenefits.Auctiondaysale—contactus today!

bayleys.co.nz/2315951

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Hikutaia 306FerryRoad

177.6ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty
3pm,Fri 29Nov2024
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

HighlyProfitableDairy
Rareopportunity tosecuresuchastrategic farming investment inasought-after location.This tidy 177hectares (more
or less)propertycontains 119-paddocks thatarespilt across four titlesandbothsidesofFerryRoad,witha21.8
hectares (moreor less)EnvironmentWaikato leaseavailable.Thecurrentvendorshaveadoptedaneffectivemilking
operationwith the last seasonsproductionbeing 193,465kgMSsupplyingFonterra.The tidy44ASHB iscomplete
withastandoffpadandrubbermatting.The racesystemhasbeenwellmaintainedensuringallweatheraccess to the
paddocks.Thesoil type isamixofpeat, clayandsilt loam.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2315185
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatarata 249BStateHighway27

13.19ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Wed30Oct2024
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Yourperfect rural retreatwith townconvenience
Cravingcountryside tranquilitywith townnearby?This 13-hectare (moreor less)blockonStateHighway27offers the
perfectblendof rural charmandaccessibility toHamilton,Auckland,andTauranga.With fivepaddocksandmultiple
buildingsites, it's ideal forcreatingyourdreamhome,whilealso leavingspace forhorses, crops,orcattle.Enjoyall-day
sun,expansivemountainviews, androomforapool,gardens,or lawns.Located just71kmfromManukau, it's close to
quality schoolsandoutdooractivities likehikingKarangahakeGorge.Don’tmiss this rareopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2316002

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waerenga 473FallsRoad

240.9556ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-2pmWed16Oct&Wed23Oct
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
PeterKelly0274324278
peter.kelly@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Unique,DiverseFarmingOpportunity
This240-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm isanexcellentopportunity forownership,portfolioexpansion,orasupport
block.Sustainable farming includes40kmofwaterway fencing,60hectaresofnativeplanting, andregenerative
grazing.SupplyingSynlait (103,452KgMS, three-yearaverage)and localmarkets, it’sdesigned for long-termpasture
andsoil health. Infrastructure includesa40ASHBshedwith in-shed feeding, 100paddocks, anddeepborewater
supply.The2012-built, four-bedroomhome is family-ready,withasecondthree-bedroomcottage forworkers.
LocatednearTeKauwhata, itofferseasyaccess toAucklandandHamilton.

bayleys.co.nz/2315428
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
New blue hue for Thames Valley Hockey
An $820,000 upgrade to the  

Thames Valley hockey turf 
was made possible by financial 
support, teamwork and dedicated 
advocates.

The newly upgraded blue turf 
at the Thames Valley Hockey As-
sociation in Ngatea is set to cel-
ebrate its official opening on Oc-
tober 19.

The Thames Valley Hockey 
Turf Society and Thames Valley 
Hockey Association upgraded its 
facility in December last year due 
to safety issues.

Society chair Julie told The 
Profile underneath the old turf, it 
ruffled and just “wasn’t in a good 
state” - so they switched to a spe-
cialised water-based synthetic 
turf. “This has been a massive up-
grade,” she said.

Six water cannons are dotted 
around the turf on four corners 
and two sides, and after every one 
or two games “they literally spray 
the whole thing with water”, she 
said.

Even though the official open-
ing was set for this weekend, the 
turf has been used this season, 
and the most common piece of 
feedback was about how soft it 
was, Julie said.

If someone fell on the previous 
sand turf “it was very unforgiv-
ing”, she said.

It also had a few “lumps and 
bumps” but the new layout was 
flat.

“If you hit a ball straight, it runs 
straight.”

But the “key” thing for the entire 
project was the funding.

“Some people think that the 
funding space is hard, but if you 
have all the information that you 
need - we’ve actually found that 
it’s just been a pleasure dealing 
with some of the funding organi-
sations.”

Julie said $400,000 came from 
the Lottery Community Facilities 
Grant, $164,220 from Grassroots 
Trust, $156,700 from Hauraki 
District Council and $100,000 
from the Thames Valley Hockey 
Association. They also received 

an additional $35,000 from the 
Hockey Turf Society for associ-
ated costs. 

The project also required a dose 
of “typical grassroots” ingenuity.

It was going to cost somewhere 
between $30,000 and $40,000 
for a contractor to uplift and dis-
pose of the old sand turf, she said.

But in true grassroots fashion, 
Julie said some of the Thames Val-
ley hockey dads arrived with their 
tractors and “uplifted the turf”.

“There was a great team led by a 
local farmer.”

She said the Thames Valley 

hockey community was more like 
a “unique hockey whānau”.

For a smaller association that’s 
probably “punched above its 
weight a little bit”, Julie said peo-
ple liked being hosted by them.

They used to have a lot of people 
who would come from Auckland, 
Tauranga, Hamilton, “just every-
where” to play the sport.

However, because the condition 
of the previous sand hockey turf 
“wasn’t good” - they “missed” be-
ing able to bring those people to 
the area, she said.

But the newly upgraded facility 

Thames Valley Hockey Turf Society chair Julie Stephenson on the new hockey turf.                        Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA was drawing more attention and 
involvement to its grounds.

Julie said a new nationwide 
competition called Premier Hock-
ey League was about to kick off in 
November.

One of the franchises, Midland 
Mavericks, intended to send their 
teams to the Ngatea turf to prac-
tice, she said.

But there was a special connec-
tion. One of the team members, 
who also plays for the Black Sticks, 
was “one of our homegrown play-
ers”, Julie said.

Black Sticks midfielder Aidan 
Sarikaya grew up in the Thames 
Valley and would be heading to 
the Ngatea turf not only for his 
Mavericks training, but as a spe-
cial guest for the opening ceremo-
ny this Saturday.

People could expect to see a few 
primary and secondary school 
games, an invitational game fea-
turing past and present Black 
Sticks and local players, as well as 
the special ceremony and tributes 
to Thames Valley sports stars.

Julie said she wanted people to 
know anyone could go and use the 
turf if there were no games on. 

She said it wasn’t usual for turfs 
to be open like this one - normally 
they’d be locked or fenced off.

“And if they [people] wanted 
to play hockey - there is a sum-
mer league, which is a good way 
to start.”
DETAILS: To find out more or to get 
involved, visit valleyhockey.org.nz or 
find them on Facebook. The official 
opening is on October 19 from 11am 
at Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea.


