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Silver 
streak 

for 
Dani

Danielle Aitchison sprints her way to a silver medal in 
the Women’s 100m final at the Paralympics in Paris.  

Photo: GETTY IMAGES

The legacy Danielle Aitchison hopes to 
leave behind one day is that despite her 

disability, “I can work hard and do any-
thing I put my mind to”.

The New Zealand para-athlete from Pa-
tetonga lives with two uncommon types of 
cerebral palsy - Ataxia and Athetoid, and 
has cochlear implants due to deafness in 
both ears.

But her journey with cerebral palsy has 

not been an obstacle but a stepping stone 
to her aspirations.

The 23-year-old athlete competed at 
the 2024 Paralympics in Paris last month, 
claiming silver medals in the Women’s 
200m T36 and the Women’s 100m T36 
disciplines.

The former Hauraki Plains College stu-
dent told The Profile she had mixed feel-
ings during those moments. 

“I was a bit disappointed in myself as I 

knew I had a real chance to get the gold 
medal,” she said.

Danielle worked really hard and “to be so 
close” was difficult, she said.

“At the same time, two silver medals is a 
huge accomplishment.”

Danielle, who now resides in Kirikiriroa, 
Hamilton, said she was really proud to 
have something that reflected all her hard 
work, dedication and sacrifice over the past 
three years.

In the 200m race, Danielle dashed across 
the finish line at 27.64 seconds, just behind 
gold medalist Shi Yiting, who crossed the 
line at 27.50 seconds.

“I gave it my all, but [I] was so tired.”
It was the second time Danielle had run 

the distance in 27 seconds, she said.
“Knowing that it is not a fluke and I can 

do it just makes me so happy.”
In her 100m race, Danielle flew over the 

CONTINUED ON P2

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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For total protection in any weather, year after year,  
turn to Wattyl Solagard. Wattyl Solagard has been 

providing exterior paint protection for decades,  
ensuring New Zealand homes look better for longer.

SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

“See us for a range of  
exterior and interior  
paints, brushes and  

painting accessories”.
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Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 

full namepostal address, and the business name 
and page number of the ad by the following 
Monday to go in the draw to win a Lotto ticket. 
Last issue it was in the Lynne’s ad.

FIND US 
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www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 
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For out of town independent 
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Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town
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finish line with a time of 13.43 seconds, be-
hind Shi at 13.39 seconds.

“It was also a lot of fun to challenge myself 
and have a good race with Shi.”

When Danielle gets ready to “power out” 
of the blocks, “nothing goes through my 
mind”, she said.

“I am so focused on me and just running.”
After her race, Danielle’s first thought was 

to find her family so she could hug them, she 
said. Her partner created ‘Team Dani’ shirts 
“so it made it a lot easier to find them in the 
crowd”.

It was a “cool experience” to let her family 
“see a bit of my world and what I do”, Dan-
ielle said. “And also expose them to so many 
disabilities.”

Danielle’s second course of action was 
about “living in the moment” with her po-
dium competitors, and being proud to rep-
resent their countries, Danielle said.

Her silver medals resembled a “bit of 
hope” to know she can work even harder 
and “get that gold medal” in the future.

But it was clear that the path to the po-
dium was a shared one.

“My biggest support has been my mum.
“She continues to support me in all my 

decisions and all my successes and failures 
within my career.”

Danielle said that despite what is hap-
pening in her mum’s life - “she always flies 
around the world to be there at my interna-
tional competitions”.

Her mum contributed to Danielle’s suc-
cess with “unwavering support” and “the 
mindset she instilled in me”, she said.

Silver streak for sprinting star at Paralympics
CONTINUED FROM P1

Silver medalist 
Danielle 

Aitchison, 
left, with gold 

medalist Shi 
Yiting and 

bronze medalist 
Mali Lovell.
Photo: GETTY 

IMAGES

Athletics was a part of Danielle’s upbring-
ing in a sporty family.

But in high school, she found it difficult to 
play mainstream sports due to her disabili-
ties “so I decided to stop”, she said.

Danielle was reunited with athletics when 
she went to the 2017 Halberg Disability 
Games, she said.

“I have been doing it ever since and love 
it. I feel like I found a place where I feel nor-
mal.”

Danielle’s advice for young athletes with 
disabilities who aspired to compete at the 
Paralympics was to enjoy the journey.

It can be a hard and long road to get there, 
Danielle said. “Sometimes the Paralympics 
isn’t everything you hoped it to be or you 
don’t achieve your goals.”

But Danielle said to enjoy the journey of 
training and pushing yourself and to relish 
travelling for sports and seeing the world.

“Being an athlete can be tiring but also 
very rewarding.”

Her reason for being in the Paralympics 
was to “just be the best I can be, and have 
fun”, she said. “It is also a chance to show-
case to the world what people with disabili-
ties can achieve. We are not a minority.”

Danielle said life was all about having fun 
and enjoying the moments. 

“I love to run fast and that brings me joy. 
“The fact I can do it for a job is even cool-

er.”
DETAILS: To keep up with Danielle’s journey, 
follow her on Facebook: Dani Aitchison - Para-
lympian.
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa

ENQUIRE TODAY!

New business association to revitalise Paeroa
Businesses in Paeroa have a 

new avenue for advocacy, 
support and networking with 
the formation of a town busi-
ness association.

The new Paeroa Business As-
sociation (PBA) is a rebranding 
of the existing organisation, 
Positive Paeroa, a long-stand-
ing society focused on promot-
ing the town and its events. 
The change was announced 
at the society’s September 26 
AGM, held at The Refinery. 

Committee member Tim 
Watts said the new business as-
sociation structure was about 
clarifying the society’s aims.

“[Positive Paeroa’s] been a 
little bit rudderless in recent 
years, and struggled around its 
purpose,” he said. 

“What we’ve wanted to do 
is reignite what we’re doing 
from a business point of view. 
Get people back together, get 
people sharing ideas, learning 
from each other.”

The PBA’s new constitution 
outlined two aims: assisting 
in the promotion and devel-
opment of business activity in 
Paeroa; and advocating for the 
development of the commu-
nity.

“One of the key areas we’re 
looking at here is around advo-
cacy… how, as businesses, we 
can pick up what the common 
issues are, and then have those 
conversations with council,” 
Tim said. 

“I think having a voice for 

business in town is incredibly 
important. We’re redeveloping 
our website, redeveloping what 
we’re doing from a social media 
point of view, and becom[ing] 
that key contact point.” 

In recent years, Positive 

Paeroa has been responsible 
for the annual Santa Parade, 
local shop and win competi-
tions, and Business After 5 and 
Women’s Breakfast meetings.

The committee said becoming 
a business association would 

allow it to do much more. 
“We’re still going to do com-

munity stuff, we’re still going to 
have community members and 
we’ll still advertise events that 
are happening,” Rosie Scott 
said. 

Paeroa Business Association’s committee, from left: Rhys Carmichael, Tim Watts, Rosie Scott, Barbara Berry, Linley 
Rose, and Grant Bowen. Not pictured: Kylie Hedges.       Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“[Positive Paeroa] sat idle 
for a while doing the basics 
of what it’s done and now it’s 
reinvigorated,” Rhys Charmi-
chael added. 

The PBA will also introduce 
membership fees from April, 
2025, granting members ac-
cess to advertising, networking 
events and advocacy support.

The fees will supplement the 
funding it receives from Hau-
raki District Council, currently 
the only stream of revenue the 
society has. In 2023, its council 
grant was $12,000. 

“We spend all of that money 
that we get back out into the 
community in terms of sup-
porting the events that we do, 
the big one obviously being the 
Christmas parade,” Tim said. 

“It’s not a large member-
ship fee but it’s still going to be 
very helpful for us to be able to 
do more activities back to the 
community.”

The AGM was attended 
by around 50 people, most 
of them business owners in 
Paeroa and the surrounding 
areas. The response to the re-
branding was largely positive, 
with many people signing up 
as members on the spot. 

The PBA also announced 
the first of its new projects 
at the AGM: enhancing the 
main street atmosphere with 
improved lighting, a reestab-
lished main street radio sys-
tem, and new business and 
Matariki flags. 
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Hauraki District Council P 0800 734 834 or 07 862 8609 E info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Download the
free app today!

Tell us your thoughts!

Join us for an unforgettable evening celebrating the
incredible achievements of our local businesses at the

Richardsons Hauraki Coromandel BusinessAwardsGala
Wednesday, 23October 2024, at the
ThamesWar Memorial Civic Centre.

“There are some very innovative, brave and creative
businesses across the Hauraki Coromandel”

Don’t miss out - tickets can be purchased online at
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/business-awards

Gambling policy
Council is required to have policies in place around where and how venues can
host electronic gamingmachines (pokies), and standaloneTAB venues.We have
combined these two policies into one policy document, theGambling Policy
(Class 4 andTAB venues), which is required to be reviewed every three years.To
find out more about the proposed changes to the policy, please go online and fill
out the survey at https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/gambling-policy-review

Smokefree andVapefree policy
We’d like your feedback on our policy and whether you support having public
spaces in our district that are smoke and vape free. Please take our quick survey
to ensure that the community views are reflected when we review the policy.
To take our survey or find out more visit https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
smokefree-and-vapefree-policy

LocalAlcohol policy
Whether or not you drink alcohol, we want to know your views about when and
where it’s available to purchase and any impact it has in your neighbourhood.
Please complete our survey to ensure that the community views are reflected
when we review the Local Alcohol Policy. Find out more at https://letstalk.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/lap

We’re excited to announce that we have adopted Placemaking plans for Paeroa,
Kerepēhi, and Ngātea, funded by the government’s BetterOff Funding package.

Led by design company Isthmus, these plans reflect the aspirations of our Iwi
partners and community to improve public spaces.

We’re ready to begin the mahi (work), bringing these exciting ideas to life by
showcasing local history, values, and community wairua (spirit) while fostering
aroha (love) and connection to these towns. You’ll see some projects take place
over the next year, while others will take longer as we work with partners to
secure additional funding.

View the plans on our Kōrero Mai page https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
placemaking-plans, or at our libraries and service centres.

To get involved, email us at info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz or phone
07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (freecall within the district).

The 2024-2034 LongTerm Plan has been adopted, and the
average rates increase is 17.4 per cent.To save costs and
increase efficiency, property rates bills will nooww change
from quarterly to bi-annual instalments..

Changes to the frequency
of your rates bill

Receive your rates and water bills by email

Another great option to save money and receive
timely rates invoices is to sign up to get your rates
or water bill by email. If you have any questions, just
reach out to our friendly team!
Sign up online at My Hauraki - https://my.hauraki-
dc.govt.nz/do-it-online

You’ll receive your first bill inOctobeer 2024,
followed by the second in April 20225.

Did you know...
If you’re on a low income and you live
in your own home, youmay be eligible
for the rates rebate up to $790 off your
rates bill.

Find out more online at https://www.
hauraki-dc.govt.nz/property-rates/
rates-rebates-scheme or speak to
one of our customer services advisors
on 0800 734 834 (freecall within the
district).

Applications close 30 June 2025.

We know that’s a long time between
bills, so if you’re not already payiing by
direct debit, we highly encouragee it!
It’s the best way to stay on top off your
payments and avoid late fees. If yoou
want to knowmore about direct deebbit,
please contact our friendly customer
service team.

We’re seeking your input on three of our policies from
27 September to 29October 2024.You can provide your feedback by visiting
our online Kōrero Mai page or by collecting feedback forms and supporting
documents at any of our council service centres.

Kōrero mai Let’s talk https://letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
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COZY COMFORT POP UP SET

TRANQUIL COMFORT $1399

$1199

QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement.

36 months interest free is available for purchases on $999 and over using Purple Visa Card. Purple
Visa Card Terms and Conditions, credit criteria and Rates and Fees (including a $55 establishment
fee and a $55 annual fee) apply. Prevailing interest rate (currently 26.65% p.a., as at 1 April 2024)
will apply to any outstanding balance at the expiry of the interest free period. Visit purplevisa.co.nz
for more information.

OLD BED REMOVAL
AND SET UP WITH
SUPERGOLD CARD

iACTIVE 20 ADJUSTABLE BED COMBO

LONG SINGLE $2837
ADJUSTABLE BASE AMBIENT MATTRESS FIRM/MEDIUM

Thames filmmakers explore ‘unschooling’
A desire to explore and learn 

from “unseen worlds and 
communities” was the motivation 
behind Miriam Smith and Chris 
Pryor’s documentary work.

The Thames-based filmmakers 
were in the middle of research-
ing for a project when they came 
across families taking an “un-
schooling” approach to education.

Unschooling is one approach to 
home education, where instead of 
following a set curriculum, learn-
ing is directed by following the 
child’s interests or passions.

Miriam Smith told The Profile 
they found it to be both surprising 
and fascinating.

They were amazed that the ho-
meschool community had been 
so little documented on screen, 
Miriam said.

“We got to thinking it would be 
great to explore the usually ‘hid-
den’ world of homeschooling in 
an intimate and personal docu-
mentary series.”

On October 8, viewers will be 
able to see the launch and episode 
one of the six-part documentary 
series called Home Education, 
which will be available on You-
Tube via The Spinoff website and 
also on Facebook and Instagram. 

The series, made with the sup-
port of NZ On Air, observes six 
families across Aotearoa who en-
gage in different forms of home 
education.

“This series took us from Kai-
kohe to Cromwell,” Miriam said.

The filmmakers, who were also 
known for their award-winning 
films How Far is Heaven and The 

Ground We Won, made the series 
as “curious outsiders” - and to 
date, Miriam said they had always 
been outsiders in relation to all the 
communities they had filmed.

The “discovery-led” documenta-
ry process of learning from people 
was something they enjoyed, she 
said. “We often say we make our 
documentaries ‘with’ our subjects, 
as opposed to being ‘about’ them.”

Even though they were not look-
ing to advocate for home educa-
tion, Miriam said they wanted to 
“share our findings and observa-
tions” so audiences could make 
their own conclusions from the 
stories.

But their “main joy” was getting 
to know the families they filmed.

During production, two of the 
families welcomed new babies 
into the world, which Miriam said 
“brought even more joy and cute-
ness” to the whole experience.

Chris also enjoyed it when the 
kids took an interest in the film-
ing process. One of the young stars 
they filmed was really involved 
with the behind the scenes cam-
era operations and earned himself 
a number one camera assistant 
credit.

However, the documentary 
process didn’t come without its 
hurdles. The biggest challenge for 

Miriam and Chris was “capturing 
the material as it happens in the 
moment”, Miriam said.

“If you miss a moment, it’s gone 
forever.”

But there was another challenge 
that turned into something spe-
cial. Miriam said she normally ac-
companied Chris when he filmed, 
but now the couple had a young 
child of their own - Chris directed, 
ran the cameras and sound on his 
own.

While technically it was “quite a 
stretch”, Miriam said Chris being 
on his own created a much more 
“intimate shooting environment” 
for the families.

Matamatagi Baker stars in episode six of the new web series Home Education.       Photo: CHRIS PRYOR AND MIRIAM SMITH

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

As parents who were not plan-
ning to homeschool, Miriam said 
they learnt a lot from the families 
that could be incorporated into 
their own child’s learning journey.

Things like following the child’s 
interest and “building learning 
around that”, she said.

“There’s a lot of stigma around 
home education”, and Miriam 
said attitude “gets in the way” of 
what could be learned from the 
homeschool community’s ap-
proach to education.

Miriam and Chris’ hope for 
viewers was that they would 
watch the series with the “mindset 
of openness”.

Although plans for a second se-
ries were not confirmed, Miriam 
said they were hoping this one 
would get lots of views and inter-
est to “help show there’s [an] ap-
petite”.

Miriam said it would be in-
teresting to further explore the 
diverse range of approaches to 
home education.

“This is only the tip of the ice-
berg”.
DETAILS: Visit www.thespinoff.co.nz 
on October 8 at 12pm to view the 
first episode of Home Education. 

Chris Pryor and Miriam Smith. 
Photo: ALISTAIR GUTHRIE
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Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

* Offers are valid until 31/10/24. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

NEW CO-LOCATED STORE NOW OPEN!
Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

50%
OFF

Selected
Flooring*

10%to
A ELAS

Massive
Madness
flooring

Hardfloor*

35%
OFF

STOREWIDE
SALE

OFF50%
Making & Lining

on All Studio Custom
Lined Curtains*

OFF50%
All Studio

Custom Blinds*

There have been 68 reports of 
dog attacks in the Hauraki 

District over the past year, ac-
cording to a report presented at 
the council’s September 25 meet-
ing. 

The report, outlining the 
council’s dog control activities 
over the 2023-24 year, showed 
a decrease in barking dog com-
plaints, down to 113 from last 
year’s 141. However, the num-
ber of reported dog attacks - 68 
- had risen significantly from last 
year’s figure of 37. Dog attacks on 
people accounted for 18 of those 
reports, with the others involving 
dogs attacking other animals. 

Reports of lost and roaming 
dogs also increased from 269 to 
328. 

There are currently 4434 reg-
istered dogs in the Hauraki Dis-
trict. Fourteen of those are classi-
fied as dangerous by the council, 
and 102 as menacing. 

Meanwhile, the meeting also 
saw the council commit to beau-
tifying its public spaces, with 
the adoption of its Placemaking 
Plans for Kerepēhi, Ngatea and 
Paeroa. 

The plans, funded by a Better 
Off funding package from the 
government, used feedback from 
Hauraki iwi and public work-
shops held in February to devel-

op a series of proposed projects 
in the regional centres. 

In Kerepēhi, the plans outlined 
a public playground upgrade, 
walking and cycling links to the 
nearby Piako River, and a wharf 
upgrade as priorities. 

In Ngatea, projects focused 
on improving Tilsbury Reserve 
and the nearby bridge and stop-
banks, and developing spaces to 
rest and socialise. 

Paeroa’s plans looked at de-
veloping Wharf St into a con-
nection between the Ohine-
muri River and the town centre, 
along with revitalising areas like 
TeTūīkairangi Primrose Hill, the 
domain, and the shopping area 
along Belmont St.

All the townships would also 
receive enhanced signage, plant-
ing and street furniture. 

Funding for some of the pro-
jects was already accounted 
for in the council’s long term 
plan, but the report said addi-
tional funding would need to be 
sourced from external agencies 
and institutions.

Meanwhile, the council also 
agreed to review its local alcohol, 
smoke- and vape-free, and gam-
bling policies. Public consulta-
tion for these will begin on Sep-
tember 27. 

Dog attacks on the 
rise in Hauraki

The Waihī Lions Club is calling 
for volunteers to help them 

continue the work they do in the 
community.

The club, which aims to con-
nect with and help locals by rais-
ing money, has donated more 
than $300,000 to local groups in 
the past eight years.

Club spokesperson Jose Webb 
said donations included $15,000 
sent to New Zealand from Lions 
International when Cyclone Ga-
brielle struck last year. 

“Times do seem tough at the 
moment but nothing makes us 
more human than connecting 
with others,” she said.

“At Waihi Lions Club, we aim 
to connect with and help our lo-
cal community by raising money 
to donate to a variety of local 
groups.”

However, the service group 
needed more members to contin-

ue its community work, she said.
A lot of the club’s members are 

in their 70s or 80s and “what we 
can do is becoming limited”, Jose 
said. 

“We’d like some younger peo-
ple to volunteer, but I know eve-
rybody who wants volunteers is 
finding it difficult to get volun-
teers.”

When people join the Lions 
Club, they become part of an in-
ternational family, as well as a lo-
cal group, she said.

Waihī Lions raise money 
through many events such as The 
Book Fair, Garden Ramble and 
the Trade and Community Direc-
tory.

“It’s very rewarding helping 
with these events.

“By volunteering, you meet 
people, have a lot of fun and do 
some good in the process,” she 
said.

Waihī Lions Club runs the 
market in the Waihī Memorial 
Hall, every third Sunday of the 
month.

“This provides a sales-outlet 
for local craftspeople.”

The club also runs or partici-
pates in the Waihī Lions Art and 
Street Festival, the warm up par-
ty for the Beach Hop, and Christ-
mas in the park.

“We also provide person power 
for a range of other local activi-
ties.”
DETAILS: To find out more informa-
tion about Waihī Lions and join-
ing as a member, please contact 
Jose Jebb on jebbjose2@gmail.
com or Waihī Lions president Dun-
can Smeaton on waihī.president@
lionsclub.org.nz, or call in and visit 
the Lions table at the next Saturday 
market on the third Saturday of the 
month at the Waihī Memorial Hall 
from 9am to 1pm.

Lions raise $300k for community
Waihī Lions Club needs new members to join to help with their fundraising efforts.                              Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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RT HONWINSTON PETERS
PUBLIC MEETING
2:00pm
Sunday
13 October

Distinction Hotel
100 Garnett Avenue
Hamilton

FFFuuunnndddeeeddd bbbbbyyy ttthhheee PPPaaarrrllliiiaaammmeeennntttaaarrryyy SSSeeerrrvvviiiccceee. AAAuuuttthhhooorrriiissseeeddd bbbyyy WWW. PPPeeettteeerrrsss, PPPaaarrrllliiiaaament Buildings, Wellington

Best under pressure

• Hydraulic hose & fittings
• Breakdown services 24/7
• Industrial hoses
• Lubricants & Oils
• Ram repairs & servicing
• General Engineering

Ph 07 868 5435
0274 990 924

14C Kopu Road
Kopu, Thames

See us for all your hose repairs

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

Harley Nathan, Natilie O’Neil and Kourtney Luke at the black tie event for Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga.      Photos: SUPPLIED

Kelly Te Moananui, Colleen Renata and Melba Pakinga.

Tineka Rhind and Gaelene Hetaraka.

Kaine Shultz and artist Peter Thomas.

Thames fundraising 
events kick off
A two-day fundraising event 

for Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga 
Thames South School recently was 
the first of a series of events sup-
ported by Te Whāriki Manawāhine 
o Hauraki Women’s Refuge. 

The inaugural event for the kura 
(school) officially began on Sep-
tember 20 at Goldfields Shopping 
Centre with cultural performances 
by whānau and people from the 
Hauraki community. 

On September 21, Ngakau o Te 
Rakau exhibited art, including 
paintings, carvings and weaving, 
which was auctioned at a black tie 
dinner at the Thames Civic Centre. 
The total amount raised for the 
kura is yet to be finalised, howev-
er, bids for each work of art ranged 
from $40 to $1300 with 40 of 55 
pieces sold on the night.

The event was supported by Te 
Whāriki Manawāhine o Hauraki 

Women’s Refuge, which will host 
two more events at the Thames 
Civic Centre in the coming months. 

The first will kick off on October 
19 with Ngā Mana o Motuhake 
- Fashion Parade and Wearable 
Expressions, featuring fashion ac-
tivist Jeanine Clarkin. Tickets are 
$90 or $150 per couple, available 
from Te Whāriki Manawāhine o 
Hauraki reception@hauraki.ref-
uge.co.nz or 07 868 8475. 

The second event on November 
23 is Tāne Whakapiripiri - White 
Tie Dinner, recognising men 
against violence. 

During the morning there will 
be an ‘on the couch’ panel discus-
sion on trauma, followed by the 
dinner event, which will feature 
live entertainment from the Māori 
Side Steps. 

All proceeds will go to Pātaka 
Kai Hauraki Social Supermarket.

Paora Moyle & Dr Alexander Stevens II.
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www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Having trouble getting your
youth back to school?

Would they prefer to be in the
adult learning environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.

Come along and see us

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Snowden’s is proud to
welcome British label
Superdry to our store.
Top quality streetwear
with a vintage feel.

See in-store for details.

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Proposed business hub of Pipiroa fails to launch

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

The embryo town of Pip-
iroa, which was anticipated to 

be the business centre of the Hau-
raki Plains, was thrown open for 
selection. 

The Farmers’ Auctioneering 
Company of Hamilton had built 
stockyards in the vicinity, and a 
number of business people had 
visited the site of the proposed 
township.  Sixty-eight town and 
suburban sections were offered 
for sale by the government but 
did not attract many bidders. The 
prices were considered ridiculous-
ly high and the sale was a failure.

Purchasers could not be found 
at the prices fixed, and only five 
suburban and two town sections 
sold.

Meanwhile, two train passen-
gers complaining of extremely un-
edifying behaviour by school pu-
pils during a journey from Paeroa 
to Thames led to some debate be-
tween the headmasters of Thames 
High School and the Paeroa Dis-
trict High School. 

The reports appeared to reflect 
on the pupils attending Thames 
High. The headmaster, Mr Rud-

A hot artesian flow discovered at 
Pipiroa, the future capital of the 
Hauraki Plains.      Photo: SUPPLIEDVintage Valley News

man, made a thorough inquiry 
into the matter. 

The stationmaster at Thames 
obtained reports from various rail-
way officials which showed that 
no complaints had been made to 
him either by the public or railway 
officials, and the guards’ reports 
spoke favourably of the conduct of 
the pupils travelling.

Mr Murphy, Paeroa High head-
master, acknowledged that no par-
ticular school was mentioned by 
the passengers. Mr Rudman trust-
ed that in future any passengers 
having complaints would address 
these to the railway officials or the 
headmaster most concerned. 

He would refuse to issue train 
certificates to pupils who miscon-
ducted themselves on the train. 
The pupils were not guilty of any-

thing worse than the natural bois-
terousness of schoolboys, which 
was bound to come out whenever 
several of them gathered together.

At Karangahake, the band ro-
tunda was in a state of darkness 
and the Karangahake Band re-
quested the Ohinemuri County 
Council have gas installed there as 
soon as possible. 

It was the intention of the band 
to play in the rotunda at frequent 
intervals, and in the past they had 
found it very annoying using anti-
quated torch lights with half a gale 
blowing. Councilor Lloyd said that 
they had a good boys’ band in Ka-
rangahake, and a good rotunda. 
It was a pity to spoil it with the 
smoky torches. The work should 
be done at once.

A journey to Hikutaia by a Ka-

rangahake resident, and the sub-
sequent purchase by him of five 
gallons of beer, landed him in the 
Paeroa Police Court. Sergeant Mc-
Kinnon said the defendant went 
to Hikutaia and purchased five 
gallons of beer from Julia Corbett. 
He put the beer barrel in a sack. It 
was not labelled properly, and he 
did not notify the vendor that he 
was bringing it into a no-license 
district. He got his beer safely as 
far as Paeroa, but Constable Henry 
happened to be on the Paeroa rail-
way station platform and the pack-
age not being properly labelled he 
seized it. 

Similar breaches of the law had 
been very frequent in this district 
and the rules had been well noti-
fied, said the Magistrate before fin-
ing the man.

1910

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. The only four ringed planets 
in our solar system are Neptune, 
Uranus, Jupiter and what other 
planet?
2. Which direction does the sun 
rise from?
3. The United Kingdom is made 
up of four countries: England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and 
what?
4. The New Zealand song Poi e was 
released by the Pātea Māori Club 
in 1987. In which New Zealand 
region is Patea?
5. What is an angle called if it 
is greater than 90 degrees? a) 
obtuse, b) acute or c) straight?
6. According to an Old English 
rhyme, what four “somethings” 
should a bride wear for good luck?
7. Genovese, Italian Large Leaf, 
Thai, Lemon and Holy are all types 
of which herb?
8. Borborygmi is the medical term 
used to refer to: a) hiccups, b) 
tummy rumbles, or c) shivers?
9. Who was the first player to be 
red-carded in a men’s Rugby World 
Cup final?
10. What is the national flower of 
Japan and also the name of their 
rugby team?

ANSWERS: 1. Saturn; 2. the east; 
3. Wales; 4. Taranaki; 5. a) obtuse; 
6. something old, something new, 
something borrowed, something blue.; 7. 
basil; 8. b) tummy rumbles; 9. Sam Cane, 
in 2023’s final against South Africa; 10. 
the Cherry Blossom(s).
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Professional , Honest and Reliable Home Kill
Processing Available

call now to make a booking
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch
ROASTS

(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte
available

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

SEE THE
DIFFERENCE
WITH

THAMES,

Local, trusted eye care for the whole family.

www.patersonburn.co.nz

Volunteers needed for driver programme
Thames Community Centre 

is calling for volunteers to 
help people get their driver li-
cences.

Centre manager Jeff Whit-
field said mentors gave one 
hour of their time twice a week 
to help and guide students to 
become safer drivers and to get 
their restricted driver licence.

“Word of the success of our 
work is out there and we have 
got more applications for men-
tored practice than mentors 
so we need more mentors,” he 
said.

The programme was reward-
ing for those who volunteered, 
he said. “Some of the mentors 
have been drivers in their work 
and know they still have a lot to 
offer,” he said.

“Others like the idea of help-
ing people out and getting to 
know others. Some are really 
keen on improving road safety.

“All of them want to give 
back to their community and 
really like that those receiving 
the driving practice give back 
as well.”

The Thames Community 
Centre will pay for driver’s li-
cence test fees, lessons, cours-
es and mentored driving prac-
tice for people who are willing 
to give some volunteer hours 
back to the community.

The mentor and learner 
practise their driving in the 
Valley Toyota Car usually over 
a 12-week period, with the stu-

dent sitting their restricted at 
the end of that time. 

“Realising 12 weeks is quite a 
chunk of time we do have men-
tors that can come off the bench 
to cover practices for other 
mentors as required,” Jeff said.

Drive and Volunteer co-or-
dinator Cath said: “A big part 
of our programme is our men-
tored practice which takes the 
learner from the theory to the 
practical driving they’ll need to 

pass their restricted tests and 
to be safe drivers.

“We practise in the Valley 
Toyota car with each learner 
being matched to a volunteer 
driving mentor who supports 
the practice with twice-weekly 
drives.”

Colleen, who is a mentor in 
the programme said she was 
looking for something else to 
make life meaningful, to give 
back to the community and 

meet some new people. 
“It’s very rewarding and only 

a couple of hours a week. It’s a 
way of contributing to the com-
munity as having a driver’s li-
cence removes barriers to work 
and gives independence.”

Another mentor, Jan, said 
it was good to see change and 
skills being implemented. 

“Knowing you are helping 
to set up independence and 
jobs, it is so wonderful to be in-

volved.”
Pete said he became a mentor 

to “be able to give something 
back to the wonderful Thames 
community that has been so 
welcoming to my wife and me 
since we moved here”.
DETAILS: Volunteers need to have 
a full licence and be happy to 
pass a Police check. To find out 
know more, please get in touch 
with the centre: Ph 027 868 9797 
or email: tcrc@xtra.co.nz.

Volunteers and students in the Thames Community Centre programme, clockwise from above: Colleen and Libee, Harpreet and Rob, and Jan.    Photos: SUPPLIED
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ
PH | 027 2850349

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA
3503 NEW ZEALAND

PROVEN
RELIABILITY

STARTING FROM

69,995.00$

+GST

QVX36 FEL FITTED

Dairy Rearing Heavy winners receive their ribbons from judge Katrina Silvester.

Beef Rearing champion Paige Hunt, right, and reserve 
champion Beau Brown receive their ribbons. 

Leading champions in the kid goat ring, 
Junior Aranui and Chloe Scott. 

Taking a well earned rest with their 
lambs, Khaleesi and Sienna Madoc. 

Group 
day fun
Children and their calves, kid 
goats and lambs had a fun day 
out at the Ohinemuri Group 
Day on September 28. 
Puriri School hosted students 
and their animals and sup-
porters from schools through-
out the district, who battled it 
out for ribbons and trophies in 
the show ring. TERESA RAMSEY 
captured the annual event.

Mahalia Thompson, 10, and her lamb Cookie get the red ribbon for first place in Calling.

Jesse Thompson and Nibbles are Most Obvious Pet champions.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

$31,450 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

$34,690 +GST

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER

$32,000 +GST

Record fine for dairy effluent a ‘wake-up call’
A Waikato farming company, a company 

director and a farm manager have been 
convicted and fined a combined $305,900 
for unlawful discharges of dairy effluent 
into the environment and contravention of 
abatement notices on numerous occasions 
between August, 2022, and June, 2023. 

Flint Farms Limited farm owner Barry 
Flint and farm manager Gavin Flint were 
sentenced by Hamilton District Court Judge 
Melinda Dickey last week on 14 charges un-
der the Resource Management Act as a re-
sult of a prosecution taken by Waikato Re-
gional Council.

This is the largest fine for discharging con-
taminants into the environment in the Wai-
kato region since the Resource Management 
Act was introduced more than 30 years ago.

In addition to the fines, Judge Dickey is-
sued an Enforcement Order against Flint 
Farms Limited, requiring them to upgrade 
the farm effluent system and implement an 
effluent management plan to avoid further 
adverse effects on the environment.

In August, 2022, council officers conduct-
ed an inspection at the dairy farm owned by 
the defendant at Ngatea.

 They found numerous breaches of envi-
ronmental regulation, related to the dis-
charge of dairy effluent from two effluent 
ponds, a sump and a stock underpass.

Two abatement notices were issued to the 
defendants by the council to prevent further 
discharges into the environment. 

However, during follow up inspections 
over the next 10 months, additional breach-
es were identified.

“It’s 2024. There simply can be no toler-
ance for not having adequate infrastructure 
on farm to manage animal effluent,” Wai-
kato Regional compliance manager Patrick 
Lynch said.

“This fine should be a sharp wake-up call 

A Waikato Regional Council officer samples 
contamination, above, and inspects a stock 
underpass, right.                    Photos: SUPPLIED/WRC

for those farming operations who still have 
shoddy systems, or are not managing efflu-
ent systems properly.

“This region has had clear rules in place 
for the last 30 years prohibiting this kind 
of activity. It is very concerning that we still 
find contamination like this, even after put-
ting a farm formally on notice. 

“To need a court order to ensure appropri-
ate infrastructure is installed, that should 
have been in place decades ago, is incred-
ibly disappointing. But those are the lengths 
we are having to go to in situations such as 
this to get some farming operations to do the 
right thing.”  
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan Qashqai Ti
Auto, 2WD, 42Kms, NZ New

Immaculate Condition

NOW
$23,990

2010 Nissan Serena
2.0Ltr Auto, 7 Seater

NOW
$11,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Economical SUV

NOW
$12,990

2011 Holden Barina
1.6Ltr Auto, Low 64 Kms

VALUE
$8,990

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage
Auto, Leather, NZ New

$8,990
NOW

2011 Kia Cerato LX
Auto, Turbo, Top Spec with leather

$11,990
2011 Mazda Atenza
2.5Ltr Auto, Body Kit, Alloys,

BEST EXAMPLE

$11,990

2011 Kia Cerato SX
2.0Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys

Top Condition

$10,990

Cook Island group visits Matatoki School
A special link connected one Tamaki 

Makaurau/Auckland kura (school) and 
one Hauraki kura recently.

A Cook Island drum and dance group 
from Fruitvale School in West Auckland 
called Tamariki Pasifika visited Matatoki 
School on September 20. It was the first 
time the group had performed outside of 
Auckland in 12 years.

But there was a unique tie between the 
two kura. Matatoki School principal Hine 
Viskovich told The Profile it was important 
for her learners to “build connections with 
our Pasifika whānau”.

Before taking the helm at Matatoki School 
in 2022, Mrs Viskovich was deputy principal 
at Fruitvale School for 14 years. She always 
sought ways to “continue my connection” 
and share learning experiences between the 
schools, she said.

The Cook Island group played a big part 
in her farewell from Fruitvale School, and 
wanted to “do me the honour” of visiting 
and performing at Matatoki School, she 
said.

“I was so honoured and warmed to have 
students and whanau from my previous 
school come and continue their connection 
with me and share their culture and talents 
which I enjoyed so much for so many years.”

Matatoki students learnt how to do a 
drum dance and were able to perform it for 
their parents, she said. 

“Our Kapahaka group performed for 
them as well. It was beautiful seeing the two 
groups of students working together and 
learning from each other.”

The group also performed at Thames 
High School and at the Thames Markets on 
September 21, Mrs Viskovich said.

Tamariki Pasifika teacher Ricky Teariki 
had been a Cook Island drum and dance 
teacher for many years, Mrs Viskovich said.

He also worked in the mental health space 

Matatoki School gets a visit from Cook Island group Tamariki Pasifika. BELOW: The Cook Island group ready to perform in Thames.    Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

with people who struggled with addiction, 
teaching them drumming and dancing to 
help improve their fitness and self esteem, 
she said.

“Ricky is keen to bring a larger group next 
time and offer dance workshops and per-
form for more schools in the area.”

One thing Mrs Viskovich said she was in-
spired to do was “grow student connections” 
with schools in her area. Every school has 
their own strengths, she said. 

“Sharing these with each other builds 
stronger and richer communities of learn-
ing.”
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HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Empowering
whānau to

take chargeof
their journey.
Utilising

wwwhhhāāānnnaaauuuvvvoooiiiccceee,,,
whānauchoice
fora thriving
future for

generations to
come

Empowering
whānau to

take chargeof
their journey.
Utilising

whānauvoice,
whānauchoice
fora thriving
future for

generations to
come

FindusatWhānauDayOut!

Thurs 3Oct, 10am- 1.30pm,ThamesCivicCentre

0508835676 (extn. 852)
whanau.navigators@korowai.co.nz
korowai.co.nz

What isWhānauOra?
Afree service forwhānau fromall walks of life,

WhānauOra support thewellbeing ofwhānau to help
build and growwhānau aspirations.

Howcanwhānaube referred?
Self-refer, Social ServiceAgencies, GP, Nurse,

Schools and Police.

NavigationService
WhānauOra

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing

Every report card my 
parents opened would 

say something along the 
lines of “Mike has great po-
tential, but needs to learn 
to apply himself”. 

I am sure lots of you were 
similar. I could have tried harder, and done 
more, it’s true. But when I was surrounded 
by my peers who would rather party and 
smoke, it was easier go along with them. I 
didn’t want to be like my intense friend who 
got ridiculed for trying too hard. Although 
she is now a neuroscientist making discov-
eries in the hunt for a cure to Huntington’s 
disease. She did not settle for anything less 
than giving her best.

Our paths are all different in life, and our 
skills and abilities varied. But I think what 
truly sets us apart is not intelligence, not our 
skills, or our ability to learn. What sets us 
apart is consistency, tenacity, and a belief it 
can be achieved.

There is a scene in an old movie classic, 
Coach Carter. One of the students stands to 
quote a poem mistakenly attributed to Nel-
son Mandela. But actually written by Marri-
anne Williamson. The original quote goes…

“Our deepest fear is not that we are in-
adequate. Our deepest fear is that we are 
powerful beyond measure. It is our light, 
not our darkness that most frightens us. We 
ask ourselves, ‘Who am I to be brilliant, gor-
geous, talented, fabulous?’ Actually, who are 
you not to be? You are a child of God. 

“Your playing small does not serve the 
world. There is nothing enlightened about 
shrinking so that other people won’t feel 
insecure around you. We are all meant to 
shine, as children do. We were born to make 
manifest the glory of God that is within us.

“It’s not just in some of us; it’s in every-
one. And as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people permission 
to do the same. As we are liberated from our 
own fear, our presence automatically liber-
ates others.”

So as you step into a new day, what is that 
thing you have been putting off? Maybe it’s 
time to start.

Playing small does not serve
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. 
He and his team provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about 
supporting our young people to thrive. Much of this 
work is funded outside of schools and it becoming in-
creasingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their quar-
terly newsletter or to become a supporter.

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Tired of that blocked feeling?
The Ear Health head office is located at 

107 Sealey St Thames.
We offer ear care services including 

earwax and debris removal from the ear 
canal, advice with ear problems, eus-
tachian tube dysfunction education and 
the management of ear infections.

Our registered nurses undergo exten-
sive training and have been working in 
this field for many years.

This ensures you are provided with pro-
fessional and efficient ear care delivered 
to the highest standard, with top of the 
line equipment and technology

 So, if you have ear issues and not sure 
where to go, we are your first port of call.

We cater for all ages, including children.
If we find you have issues that need 

further medical care, we can provide you 
with a copy of your treatment notes for 
your GP.

You do not require a referral from a doc-
tor to make an appointment with us.

We are fully accredited with ACC, so if 
your hearing aids are funded by ACC, your 
micro suction treatment will be subsi-
dised.

We are also a registered provider with 
veteran affairs so if your hearing loss is

due to military service your ear services 
are free.

We have been servicing the Coroman-
del for more than 25 years, and pride 
ourselves on the professional reputation 
we have built during this time and value 
the many relationships formed with our 
clients. We take pride in our commitment 
to aural health and wellbeing of the com-

munities we work and live in.
We are now back operating in Whi-

tianga, Tairua, Whangamatā, Waihī and 
Katikati.

Our office in Thames is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 8:30am 
to 4pm, with a satellite clinic fortnightly 
in Paeroa located at the Medical Centre.

To book at any of the above locations 
phone us on 07 868 3250 or go online to 
www.earhealth.co.nz.

- Supplied by Ear Health

Ear Health’s head office is located in 
Sealey St, Thames.    Photo: SUPPLIED

NEW SERVICES AT HEALTH NGATEA
We are pleased to offer the opportunity of new 
and additional services, now available at Health 
Ngatea. These include Ear, Skin, Sexual Health 
(FREE for under 25 years) and LARC services. 
Check out our website www.healthngatea.co.nz 
for details and more information on our LARCS 
(long-acting reversible contraception) Clinics.  
A LARC is a free service for women between 
the ages of 15 and 44 years old and is the most 

reliable form of 
contraception. 
These clinics will be 
run weekly, and you 
will find them on 
the website under “Services, Ear Clinic, LARCs 
& More” on our Homepage. Click the tab, open 
the service component to complete a form and 
return to us at the listed email address.

- Supplied by Health Ngatea

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

FULL HYBRID RANGE

Toyota
Aqua

Toyota
Corolla Cross

Toyota
RAV 4

Toyota
Vitz

Toyota
Yaris

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Toyota
Prius Alpha

Toyota
Corolla Sport

Toyota
Latest Prius

Toyota
Auris

Toyota
Aqua Cross

Toyota
C-HR

Hey Toyota,
line me up a deal
on a used car?

Offer available between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 on Toyota Certified Vehicles purchased from an Authorised Toyota Dealer. Total Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty
cover is for 4 years/160,000km from vehicle purchase date, whichever occurs first. Total Toyota Certified Hybrid Battery Warranty cover is for 5 years from vehicle purchase date
or until the odometer reaches 160,000km, whichever occurs first. Both warranties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roadside Assistance and WOF terms, conditions and
exclusions apply. See Toyota.co.nz for further information.

Toyota Certified

How’s this offer we’ve lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

+ + +
Warranty

4 YEARS
AA Roadservice
4 YEARS

FreeWOF checks
4 YEARS

Hybrid BatteryWarranty
5 YEARS

(as standard)

Valley Toyota
Tony Richards Toyota

Thames
Paeroa
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bayleys.co.nz

Mangatangi 420MangatangiRoad

5,000sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Theultimate familyescapetothecountryside
Welcometoyourdreamrural escape– abeautifullypresented 1950sbrickhomeon5,000sqm(moreor less),offering
moderncomfortandcountryside tranquillity.Anepic familyhome,generouslyproportionedwitha largeopen living
area featuringstunningpolishednativewooden floors leading to thekitchen&dining.Themasterbedroomincludesa
walk-inwardrobeandensuite,with threeadditional largebedroomsandanoffice.Outdoors, enjoy theexpansive
deck,doublegarage,high-studshed,andstunningpark-likegrounds.FormerlyaMontanaVineyard, the fertile soil,
fruit trees, andveggiegardenofferaself-sufficient lifestyle.

bayleys.co.nz/2315826

Boundary linesare indicativeonly Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatangi 50MontanaRoad

1.59ha 4 2 6
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1.15-2pmSun6Oct& 12.15-1pmSun 13Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Family-friendly lifestylepropertywithsleepout
Tuckedaway inMangatangi's tranquil landscapes, this 1.5-hectare (moreor less) lifestylepropertyoffers space,
serenity, andscenicbeauty.The three-bedroomhome, sleepout, and large four-bay implementshedmake itperfect
for family livingandoutdoorentertaining.Theopen-plan livingarea,modernkitchenwithvibrant splashback, and
spaciousbedroomsprovidecomfortandstyle.Avegetablegarden, citrus trees, chickencoop,andpaddock for
horsesembrace rural living.Electricgates frametheprivatedriveway. Just 16kmfromtheFirthofThames,with
nearbyschools, thisproperty isyour rural escape.Auctiondayawaits!

bayleys.co.nz/2316026
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Buy tickets at www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz, phone 07 868 3142, or at the cinema

Robot Dreams (102 mins, 2023) G Wed & Thurs 10.30am; Sun 1pm: The adventures and
misfortunes of friends Dog and Robot in New York City during the 1980s. 98% rating on Rotten Tomatoes.
Autumn and the Black Jaguar (100mins, 2024) PG Violence, course language, some scenes
may scare very young children Wed 1.30pm; Sun 10.30am: After years in New York City, 14-year-
old Autumn returns to the Amazon rainforest to save her childhood village and beloved jaguar friend.
It Must Be Heaven (97 mins, 2019) PG Offensive languageWed 7pm: Subtitled. Palestinian film-
maker Elia Suleiman travels to different cities and finds unexpected parallels to his homeland of Palestine.
Runt (91mins, 2024) PG Course language Thurs 1.30pm; Sat 1pm: Follows 10y.o. Annie and her
stray dog as they attempt to win at agility at the Krumpets Dog Show in London in order to save their family’s farm.
We Were Dangerous (82 mins, 2024) M Offensive Language NZ Sun 4.30pm
A fiery trio of delinquent schoolgirls railing against the colonial system.
Harold & the Purple Crayon (89 mins, 2024) G Fri 1pm; Sat 4pm: Harold draws himself into the world
The Mountain (89 mins, 2024) PG Fri 4pm: Drama about three children on a mission to find
healing under the watchful eye of Taranaki Maunga.
Drive My Car (179 mins, 2021) M Nudity & sex scenes Fri 7pm: Subtitled. An actor & director meets
a young woman in Hiroshima assigned to chauffeur him in his beloved Saab. Academy Award Winner
Wicked Little Letters (100mins, 2023) M Offensive language & nudity Thurs & Sat 7pm:When
people in Littlehampton begin receiving letters full of hilarious profanities, the rowdy Rose is
charged with the crime. Suspecting something is amiss, the town’s women investigate.

Movies for week starting Wed 2 Oct
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

SPORTS REPORTS
Kerepehi Bowling Club’s last two win-
ter bowls tournaments were played 
with bad weather adding to the chal-
lenges. 
Winners of the O’Hagan/Harvey Meats 
sponsored optional fours: 1st 4 Wins 
30 points 21 ends (Kerepehi) Selwyn, 
Lee, Shaun, Adam; 2nd 4 Wins 21 
points 24 ends (Thames) Ken Last-Har-
ris, Bruce Graham, Brian, Heather; 3rd 
3.5 Wins 36 points 22 ends (Kerepehi) 
Doug Topine, Earle White, Dave Brew-
er, Jenny L; 4th 3 Wins 37 points 21 
ends (Tui Park) Ken Paul, Alyson Hon-
eyfield, John Pullan, Merry Craddock.
Winners of the twice postponed Lion 
Breweries 4s: 1st 4 wins 46 points 22  
ends (Tui Park) Ken Paul, Alison Hon-
eyfield, E Hayes, Merry Craddock; 2nd 
3.5 wins 16 points 18 ends (Tui Park) 
St John team; 3rd 3.5 wins 24 points 
27 ends (Thames) Bruce Graham, Ken 

Last-Harris, Heather; 4th 3 wins 31 
points, 20 ends, - Loz, Ricky, Ann, Sian.
A good turn out of 19 teams on the 
Carpet Green played for the Suther-
land Family/Colin Wilson sponsored 
Summer Opening Day. 
Club colours were the order, usual 
cheese and onion morning tea and 
ham and veges lunch provided for all 
teams. Life member Ian Sara put up 
kitty (into ditch, ouch) and Patron/Life 
Member Robin Povey rolled up the 
first bowl. 
Prize winners were: 1st 4 wins 44 
points 26 ends (Thames) Del Graham, 
T Ryan, G Lendon, R Blackborough; 
2nd 4 wins 62 points 25 ends (Thames) 
Warren Tritt, Butcher, Delwyn, Suzie; 3 
rd 3.5 wins 42 points 22 ends (Thames 
Coast) Ross Marshall, Sarge, Jason, 
Aaron.
Next tournament coming up is Sunday   
October 20, (Hudson Families) Opt 4s. 
Good bowling.                - Terry King

BOWLS

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Tamariki test out the new play space at Ngatea Playcentre.      Photos: SUPPLIED

New playground for 
Ngatea tamariki
Years of planning, fundraising, 

and working bees have paid 
off for Ngatea Playcentre with the 
installation of their brand-new 
playground in March.

Playcentre treasurer Tara Cart-
er said the original playground 
was almost 20 years old and was 
no longer safe for the tamariki 
(children) to use.

“Ngatea Playcentre is lucky to 
have a committed group of hard-
working families who rose to the 
challenge of coming up with the 
$40,000 required for a new play-
ground,” she said. 

“We were fortunate enough to 
receive grants from Thrifters, W.E 
Care Community Trust, Grass-
roots Trust and Waikato Farmers 
Trust, which got us started. We 
were also the chosen organisation 
for the Lion’s golf day fundraiser 

earlier this year and with their 
support we hosted a very success-
ful golf day. A huge thank you to 
Bayleys Real Estate, Williams En-
gineering, KTL Transport, Rich-
ardsons Real Estate, Nick Hoo-
geveen’s and Associates, Charly 
the Sparky, WE Hale, Valley 
Fencing, H.G. Leach and Purnell 
Jenkinsons, who sponsored holes 
and to the countless other awe-
some businesses in our commu-
nity who donated prizes to allow 
us to raise $11,000 on the day.

“It is heartwarming to see the 
tamariki testing their abilities 
and learning new skills on the 
playground and we hope Ngatea 
Playcentre is able to continue to 
provide the space for whānau in 
our community to connect, learn 
and grow together for many more 
years to come.” 

The September meeting of the 
Goldfields Women’s Institute com-
menced with the Aspirations and 
Prayer and thoughts were given to 
any member who has not been well.
The Motto for the month – “Experi-
ence the wonderful knowledge that 
enables you to recognise a mistake 
when you make it” was read by Val 
Bowen.
The Roll Call – An interesting place 
you have visited, was extremely in-
teresting, with one member telling 
us about visiting Charles Dickens’ 
beautiful three-storey home in Eng-
land and also the home where he 
wrote all his books. 
The Good Deed – a tin or packet of 
cat food or bedding for the SPCA.  
Raffles were won by Bev Schenkel 
and Helen Udy. Four members at-
tended the recent 80th Bi Annual 
Federation meeting in Kerepehi and 
a report was given on a successful 
day. 
A thank you card was received from 
the Cancer Society thanking us for 
manning the kitchen on Daffodil day, 
and a verbal thank you was given 
from the Thames Food Bank for 
items donated. A short poem titled A 
little poem for seniors was read and 
then members related funny things 
that have happened to them during 
the month. Lunch was a very relaxed 
time before our meeting was closed.   
COMPETITIONS: Bloom: Val Bowen 
1, Helen Udy 2 Sue Fah 3.  Cluster: 
Sue Fah 1, Val Bowen 2, Helen Udy 
3.  Shrub: Sue Fah 1, 2nd= Val Bowen 
& Helen Udy.  Orchid: Sue Fah 1, Val 
Bowen 2, Helen Udy 3.  Competition 
– A baby’s toy (any medium): Sue 
Fah 1.

Pet food donated

CROQUET
The Thames Croquet Club held its first 
tournament for the 2024-2025 season 
on September 11. 
Teams from Mt Maunganui/Rotorua, 
Whangamata, Katikati, Hamilton East, 
Claudelands, Paeroa, Te Aroha, Mor-
rinsville and Thames competed in 
three divisions.
The first-division winners were Va-
nessa Hanna from Hamilton East who 
teamed up with Neil Constance from 
Katikati. Runners-up were Alan and 
Cath Wilkie from Te Aroha.
In the second division, the winners 
were Pauline Nicholson and Steve 
Southall from Te Aroha, with runners-
up Felix O’Carroll and Hilary Taylor 
from Thames Club.
The third-division winners were Re-
becca Moey and Lorraine Kavanagh 
from Claudelands, with Lin Parsons 
and Wendy Wilson from Thames in 

runner-up position.
“It was a highly successful day for our 
club, 40 players enjoying competition 
and friendship on all our lawns,” club 

president Sheryl McConnell said. 
“Our grateful thanks to our sponsor 
Richmond Villas.”

- Supplied by Thames Croquet Club

Division One winners, from left: Neil Constable and Vanessa Hanna, with 
Thames Club president Sheryl McConnell and captain Dennis Karl. 
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Chess, 4 Cool as a cucumber, 14 Tough, 15 Grave, 16 Strawberry, 17 Nasty, 19 Lap, 20
Mirrors, 21 Paramount, 22 Ignite, 25 Committee, 27 Prepay, 28 Banned, 33 Confidence, 35 Had, 36 Acting,
37 Bung, 39 Law, 41 Opening, 42 Grotto, 43 Chihuahua, 44 Clubs, 45 Baseball, 50 OK, 51 Cockeyed, 55
Usurp, 58 Camembert, 59 Images, 60 Torpedo, 61 Can, 63 Noon, 64 Launch, 65 Ice, 66 Oppressing, 68
Muscle, 69 Zircon, 71 Anarchism, 76 Memoir, 77 Raspberry, 79 Evening, 81 Hue, 84 Exact, 85 Eradicated,
86 Argon, 87 Taunt, 88 Get your skates on, 89 Thief.

DOWN: 2 Heroin, 3 Sever, 5 Oath, 6 Leakage, 7 Subway, 8 Cargo, 9 Cayenne, 10 Mend, 11 Ensign, 12
Guile, 13 Shipped, 14 Typical, 18 Prima donna, 23 Stunt, 24 Tactics, 26 Offence, 27 Padlock, 29 Naughty,
30 Hoopla, 31 Chats, 32 Indigo, 34 Ears, 36 Awful, 38 Grand, 40 Junk, 45 Bacon, 46 Summons, 47 Bump,
48 Leeway, 49 Hunch, 50 Opinion, 52 Close shave, 53 Exposes, 54 Ending, 55 Utensil, 56 Valet, 57 Zero,
62 Spurn, 67 Plummet, 68 Machete, 70 Chateau, 72 Narrate, 73 Mirage, 74 Retina, 75 Income, 76 Menus,
78 Plans, 80 North, 82 Stay, 83 Veto.

ACROSS
1 Damages (5)
4 Fruit sugar (8)
9 Import or export duty
(6)
14 Leg bone (5)
15 Absolutely honest
and fair (2,8,2,1,3)
17 Light wood (5)
18 Snooze (3)
19 Miserly person (7)
20 Speedway circuit
(9)
21 Funny play (6)
24 Cobbler (9)
25 Shelled insect (6)
26 Dangerous (6)
29 Note (10)
31 Reduce (3)
32 Provide (6)
33 Caprice (4)
35 Spun toy (3)
37 Reserve (4)
39 Paris attraction
(5-4)
40 Gear (9)
41 Navigation aid (5)
42 Honeymooner (8)
47 Barefoot (8)
51 Ecstasy (5)
55 Russian instrument
(9)
56 Abducted (9)
58 Matured (4)
59 Amazement (3)
60 Wicked (4)
61 Tobacco user (6)
62 Beverage (3)
63 Remove kinks (10)
66 Street bandit (6)

67 Russian beetroot
soup (6)
69 London square (9)
72 Speed the progress
of (6)
73 From Oslo (9)
75 Rock (7)
77 Perish (3)
80 European river (5)
81 Repent and make a
fresh start (4,4,1,3,4)
82 Courage (5)
83 Diminish (6)
84 Depict in words (8)
85 Threaded fastener
(5)

DOWN
2 Colleague (9)
3 Slogan (5)
5 Fury (4)
6 Model’s platform (7)
7 Childbirth doctor (12)
8 Duck for down (5)
9 Dark syrup (7)
10 Chest bones (4)
11 Come after (6)
12 Dark wood (5)
13 Frog larva (7)
14 Servant (anag)(7)
16 Completely
reconditioned (2,4,2,3)
22 In the middle of (6)
23 Fast sailing ship (7)
24 Diver’s tube (7)
25 Improved (6)
27 Accomplish (7)
28 Detective (6)
30 Timid (4)
32 Garden tool (5)

34 Legends (5)
36 Fencing sword (4)
38 Lyric poem (3)
42 Titled peer (5)
43 Compliant,
agreeable (7)
44 Egg centre (4)
45 Mystery (6)
46 Clergyman (5)
48 Merry old soul in a
poem (3,4,4)
49 Treated hide (7)
50 Realise (3)
51 Work build-up (7)
52 Draw (6)
53 Of benefit,
assistance (12)
54 Girl (4)
57 Social outcast (6)
64 Absolve of blame
(9)
65 Formally reprove
(7)
66 Riles (7)
68 Abbreviate (7)
70 Nonprofessional (7)
71 Cook’s guide (6)
72 Finds out about (5)
74 Planet (5)
76 Fragrant shrub (5)
78 Tidings (4)
79 Thorn (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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2024
BUNNINGS
WAREHOUSE
HEARTLAND

CHAMPIONSHIP
Saturday 5th October at Whitianga

Thames ValleyThames Valley
SwampfoxesSwampfoxes

vsvs
Horowhenua KapitiHorowhenua Kapiti

T O G E T H E R A S O N ET O G E T H E R A S O N E

E

12.00pm
Thames Valley U16 Boys

vs
Waikato U16 Boys

2.30ppm

Tiickket priice - $$5.00 • Undder 18 years = ffree • No EFTPOS

W

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90 per cube
Gum $135 per cube
FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE

Ends December 20

Ph: 00800 7754 6827
002222 4277 166118

ssppliinnttassfifirreewwoooodd

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

SPORTS REPORTS
Poverty Bay crushed as Ranga hits 50
By Tighthead Ted
Blimmin’ heck me old abacus has 
been getting a workout over the last 
three weeks. As the Valley has been 
racking up cricket scores - 60, 84 and 
now 71, the old beads are getting 
worn out. Anyway, I’m pretty sure the 
Kiwi cricketers getting slaughtered in 
Sri Lanka at the moment would be 
happy with some scores like that. I 
reckon the heat was about the same 
too.  But I digress, a trip to Gisborne, 
a sunburn, and another cracking win 
- this time 71-17.
The match started with a hiss and a 
roar, but for Poverty Bay Weka, as 
they were the first to trouble the 
scoreboard attendants with an early 
try, thanks to a wayward pass from 
none other than the man of the mo-
ment, Brett Ranga!  
This stung the Swampies and Ranga, 
and this potential banana skin match 
soon started to look a lot like the 
Buller match of a week ago. A try to 
winger Alex Thrupp at the seven-min-
ute mark levelled up the scores at five 
apiece. Then the piano movers rolled 
their sleeves up and put hooker Josh 
Tye over from an attacking lineout to 
take the lead at 14 minutes. 
The flood gates then opened, the pi-
ano players started to find gaps and 
holes, with Fletch Morgan conduct-
ing the show, and in quick succes-
sion, tries were added from Laulea 
Mau, Toddy Doolan, Brett Ranga, 
Jake O’Connor and Quinn Collard. In 
a 20-minute burst the match was put 
to bed. The halftime score of 47-5 al-
most mirrored the 49-0 of the week 
previous.
The second half started like the first, 
with Poverty Bay dotting down for 
their second try of the match then 
holding out the visitors for the first 

Another cracking win for the Swamp Foxes against Poverty Bay.       Photo: TVRFU/KS SPORTS MEDIA

HEARTLAND RUGBY

Send your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

bomb squad and who starts, more 
of a WASGIJ than a regular puzzle, as 
you just don’t know what the picture 
will be until all 1000 pieces are on the 
table.
Regular bomb squad member Jake 
O’Connor started the match this 
week and continued his rich vein of 
form. This is another huge part of the 
WASGIJ puzzle, as you have Charlie 
Marsh in devastating form, and Leroy 
Neels champing at the bit to get back 
on the field after injury.  
A great problem for the Boffins, three 
halves that are all in great form.  Who 
to start, who to lead the bomb squad, 
and who to leave out, or do you carry 
all three in a match day squad? The 
Boffins will certainly be earning their 
beer vouchers this week.
Fletcher Morgan took over the kick-
ing this week, and with horrible cross 
winds did well, landing six. Also look-
ing more and more comfortable in 
the midfield roll, his big frame and 
pace of the mark proving hard for de-
fenders to handle over last fortnight.  
He’s setting up his outsides like a mid-
field veteran of ten seasons, not five 
games. Alex Thrupp had another top 
match, busy on both sides of the ball, 
always dangerous with the pill, and 
two tries to his name after the final 
whistle.
Next week sees, probably, unless 
King Country can tip up Whanganui, 
the final home fixture of the season.  
So, get on the bus to Whitianga as 
our mighty Swamp Foxes lock horns 
with Horowhenua Kapiti at Lyon Park, 
one of the best venues in the Valley.  
Those Mercury Bay buggers know 
how to put on a show.
Poverty Bay 17 (3 tries; conversion) 
lost to Thames Valley 71 (A Thrupp 2, 
L Mau 2, B Ranga 2, J Tye, T Doolan, 
Q Collard, J O’Connor, S Etoni tries; F 
Morgan 6, T Doolan, B Ranga conver-
sions).

10 minutes. Normal transmission 
resumed soon after, with first Mau, 
then Thrupp adding to their try tallies 
for the match. Scoring dried up for a 
while as both sides started to roll on 
their ‘bomb squads’, before a flurry of 
tries in the final 10 minutes. Poverty 
Bay got their third and two final tries 
to the Swampies, a second to Ranga 
and a final full stop to the match see-
ing Sione Etoni dot down under the 
posts. In a fitting finale to his 50th, 
Ranga pulled out his best Bob Scott 
(look him up kids, a genuine legend 
of the game) impersonation and toe-
poked a conversion to take the final 
score to 71-17.
Without looking at the record books, 
as one, ole Tighthead is a lazy bugger, 
and two, he doesn’t have one, this 
would have to be the first time that 

the Valley has racked up three 50-plus 
wins on the trot - massive effort from 
a team that is making history with 
every match at the moment - where’s 
me old mate Mitch, he’ll let us know.
Like last week, the fatties up front 
were in fine form doing the hard 
yards and then asking for more. The 
scrum again in control throughout, 
and the lineout ticking over like a 
freshly tuned V8 at the Whangamata 
Beach Hop parade. Leading the way 
was Brett Ranga, the veteran revel-
ling in the tight exchanges, and hitting 
match fitness after an injury-plagued 
start to the Valley season. Two tries 
and a conversion, a just reward and a 
worthy welcome back to the field.
Loose forward and Michelin star-
rated chief Kenan Gillson once again 
utilised his cooking skills, chopping 

down tacklers faster than he dices 
carrots. He put in a performance 
that puts pressure on the back room 
Boffins selecting the team with one 
match to go before the semi-finals - a 
home, or more likely, an away match 
against Whanganui (book that leave 
pass with the Mrs now, or even better, 
a romantic weekend in Whanganui 
looking at water towers and rugby 
might be just the thing you need to 
rekindle the romance, I know Mrs 
THT would be over the moon).
Platypus farmer Cam Droomgol, was 
employed in the bomb squad this 
week, along with regular starting lock 
Connor McVerry. Another couple of 
puzzle pieces to put together for the 
Boffins - are they better starting as 
opposed to coming off the bench? 
A hell of a puzzle deciding who is 
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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At Professional Trade Services New Zea-
land (PTSNZ), we pride ourselves on 

being a one-stop solution for building and 
maintenance services.

From construction and electrical to 
plumbing and more, our expert team deliv-
ers results every time.

We’re thrilled to announce that PTSNZ 
has been nominated for a Business Resil-
ience Award, recognizing our ability to adapt 
and thrive through recent challenges.

This nomination is a testament to our 
hard work, forward-thinking strategies, and 
commitment during tough times. Our com-
mitment to excellence, adaptability, and 

customer satisfaction has helped us remain 
a strong force in the Hauraki region.

Specializing in residential, rural, com-
mercial, and insurance projects, we handle 
everything from renovations to repairs and 
maintenance.

We believe in building lasting relation-
ships with our clients, supporting local sup-
pliers, and listening to your needs.

PTSNZ works within your budget, deliver-
ing on time and without stress.

From quick fixes to full renovations, trust 
PTSNZ - local experts who care.

Call us at 0800 088 001 and experience 
the PTSNZ difference.

Quality and excellence at PTSNZ
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For LeaseDeath Notice

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Last month’s winner of  the lotto ticket 

was Lex Parker, who found Pete in the 

September 25th edition in the 

Lynne’s advert. 

Go to page 2 for details on how to enter.

Gardening

Grazing

Anniversary

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Acknowledgement

Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

Situations Vacant

Pets
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������������������
�����
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����������������
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waste removal

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Boarding Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer
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plumber

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

LOWE, Thomas Henry:
We wish to sincerely 
thank everyone for the 
messages, baking and 
flowers received after 
the recent loss of Dad. 
Special thank you to his 
amazing  neighbours, 
Te Korowai O Hauraki 
caregivers, Dr Radford 
and staff, Hospice 
and St John for your 
compassionate support.
Please accept our 
heartfelt thanks.
Lynette, Annette, John, 
Nina and Family

An opportunity exists for 
a part-time permanent 
bar person to work at 
the Ohinemuri Club in 
Paeroa. Approximately 

20 hours per week 
and must be able 

to work Saturdays. 
No experience needed, 
training will be given. 

Please email CV 
to the Manager

ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 
or drop it into the club.  

Paeroa Farm Services Limited specialize 
in providing services to milking plant 

systems, water pumping systems, water 
filtration systems, wastewater systems, water 

reticulation systems, swimming pools and spas.

We are seeking immediate interest for a 
permanent full time Fitter – Milking Machine & 

Water Pump to join our team.

This role includes:
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs  
   of milking machine systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs   
  of water pumps and filtration systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of effluent and irrigation systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of swimming pool and spa pool systems
• Light fabrication and welding including 
  stainless steel welding
• Plant & Equipment set up and maintenance 
  as required

Key Skills and Attributes Include:
• Physically Fit
• Good hand eye coordination
• Able to distinguish between different coloured 
  electrical wires when required
• Mechanical Aptitude and practical mindset 
• Excellent communication with fluent English
• High standard of workmanship
• Work well both independently and as part of 
  a team
• Great sense of humour
 If you are looking for a change and want to be 

part of a great team then apply today
A full job description is available upon request

Please apply with your CV and include a 
cover letter to the following email address:

gordy@paeroafs.co.nz

YARDMAN WANTED | FULL 
TIME, PERMANENT POSITION

Whyteline are seeking a reliable individual 
to join our team as a Yardman. 

Must be physically fit as the role involves 
loading and delivering motorcycles and 
ATVs, and general housekeeping tasks. 

Learn more on TradeMe or 
at whyteline.co.nz. 

Email marketing@whyteline.co.nz to apply 
No cover letter required.

EDLIN - WILSON
Vera (nee Wilson) and 
George Edlin were 
married on 2nd October 1954 
at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Huntly.  Congratulations 
on your 70th anniversary.  
Much love from Sharon, 
Lance, Bruce, Frances, 
Rosemary and partners and 
all their families.  Formerly of 
Waitakaruru and now living in 
Tauranga. 

Available for yearlings or 
calves. Long term, until 
31st May 25. Ex dairy 
farm on Hauraki Plains. 
For more info ph 027 354 
3432 

VAN DE VEN, 
Cory Allan:
Sadly passed away 
after a short illness, on 
Friday 27th September 
2024 aged 46 years.  
Adored partner of Clair 
and father of Josh, 
Taya and Daimon.  
Beloved son of Sue, 
Allan and Mama DiDi. 
Big brother to Mandy 
(deceased), Stace, 
Bubbles, Samantha, 
Aidan, Jamie, Sarah, 
Erin, Jason, and Matty. 
The fun loving uncle 
to all his nieces and 
nephews.
‘Gone but will never be 
forgotten’
A celebration of 
Cory’s life will be held 
at the Turua Hall, 
Hauraki Road, Turua 
on Saturday the 5th 
of October, at 11am, 
followed by a private 
cremation. In lieu of 
flowers, donations 
to Cancer Research 
Trust NZ would be 
appreciated.

CLUB MANAGER
Hauraki Golf Club is looking for a club 
manager to welcome and look after 
patrons, and to promote the club. This 
is a sole charge position.
Key responsibilities
● Greet everyone in a friendly 
   courteous welcoming manner.
● Have sufficient computer skills to be 
   able to use the Dot Golf software, 
   word, excel, publisher and the club 
   screen and associated software.
● Obtain and maintain a current Bar 
   Managers Licence.
We are looking for a positive person 
who is organised, able to multitask, 
and communicate effectively. The ideal 
candidate will have a good knowledge 
of golf, is able to work at least one day 
on a weekend and wants to be part of 
the community.

To apply please contact Geoff on 
gmpriority@gmail.com 

Note : All applications are confidential
Applications close Friday October 18.
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
District Licensing Committee Member

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

The Hauraki District Council is seeking expressions of interest 
from people interested in being members of the District 
Licensing Committee (DLC). As a member of the DLC you will be 
responsible for making decisions on contested alcohol licensing 
applications throughout the Hauraki District (applications that 
go to a Hearing).
Where meetings of the full DLC are required the committee 
members will be appointed from the list of members, as 
is deemed most appropriate by the Council. Therefore, no 
guarantee of regular hours can be given to list members of the 
Committee.
The Council is looking for people in the community who have a 
wide range of expertise and skills including:
• An understanding of the community and its expectations 

around alcohol licensing.
• Highly developed investigative skills and decision making 

ability.
• Understanding and the application of legislation.
• Knowledge and understanding of hearings procedure; e.g. 

Resource Management Act hearings.
• Strong communication skills.
• Relevant alcohol licensing experience in previous roles.
• Knowledge of the Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 and 

alcohol related harm.
To be eligible you cannot:
• Have an involvement, or the appearance of involvement with 

the alcohol industry.
• Be a member of the Police, a Medical Officer of Health, an 

inspector or an employee of Council.
More information on the role and skills required is available in 
the Competency Guidance for District Licensing Committee 
Members available at https://resources.alcohol.org.nz/
alcohol-management-laws/administering-alcohol-law/
district-licensing-committees-dlcs.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the DLC please 
email at info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz – Attention: Regulatory 
Services Team Leader or phone (07) 862 8609 or 0800 734 
834 (freecall  within the district) for a copy of the position 
description and application form. Alternatively go to our 
website www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz. List members will be 
contracted to the Council under a contract for services and will 
not be employees of the Council.
Successful applicants will be provided technical guidance and 
training. Expressions of Interest open on 1 October 2024 and 
close on 31 October 2024.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Public Notices Public Notices

CLOSURE OF STREETS TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road Closure) 
Regulations 1965, notice is hereby given that the Thames-
Coromandel District Council, for the purpose of the Steampunk 
the Thames 2024 event, to close the following streets to ordinary 
vehicular traffic for the period indicated hereunder.  

Road closures will be carried out on Pollen Street, Willoughby 
Street and Pahau Street on 9 November 2024.

• Pahau Street between MacKay Street and Pollen Street 
between 7am and 3pm 

• Willoughby Street and Cochrane Street located between 
Pollen Street and MacKay Street will be closed between 
9am and 1.30pm 

• Pollen Street will be closed between 9am and 1.30pm.

An approved copy of the Traffic Management Plan including road 
closure maps may be viewed at Council’s Thames District Office.  

During the period of the road closure, use the alternative routes of 
Mackay Street, Campbell Street, Bella Street and SH25. 

Aileen Lawrie 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE   

STEPPING OUT HAURAKI INC 

AGM  
  

 

You are cordially invited to attend the 
Annual General Meeting  

 

New committee/members welcomed 
 

To be held on Monday 14th October 2024 
at 11am 

 

@ Stepping Out Hauraki 
100 Sealey Street, Thames 

 

The meeting will conclude with a light 
lunch 

 

 

 

PAEROA COLLEGE
Mahi Tahi Kia Kaha

Parents and Whānau are invited 
to attend the Paeroa College 

End of Year Prizegivings for 2024
Sports Awards Assembly  
Tuesday 22nd October 1.00pm – 3.00pm
Senior Prizegiving 
Wednesday 30th October 6.00pm – 8.00pm
Junior Prizegiving 
Wednesday 11th December 11.00am – 12.30pm

Storage Storage

Storage

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nzThames Valley 

Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just 

cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they 

are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol 
Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 
Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, 
Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, 
Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings – October 2024

Due to time constraints, this notice is published later than usual.
Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during October 2024.
Council meetings
Council Meeting 
Tuesday 15 October 2024, 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames
Council Meeting – Adoption of the Annual Report  
Tuesday 31 October 2024, 9.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 515 
Mackay Street, Thamess
Committee Meetings
Risk and Assurance Committee Meeting 
Thursday 24 October 2024 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames
Community Board Meetings
Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board 
Monday 21 October 2024, 10:00am, St Francis House, 248 Main 
Road, Tairua.

Whangamatā Community Board 
Tuesday 22 October 2024 10:00am, Whangamatā Service Centre, 
620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board 
Wednesday 23 October 2024 10:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Coromandel-Colville Community Board 
Tuesday 29 October 2024, 9:00 am, Coromandel Service Centre, 
355 Kapanga Road, Coromandel

Mercury Bay Community Board 
Wednesday 30 October 2024, 9:00 am, Mercury Bay Service Centre, 
10 Monk Street, Whitianga

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order papers.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Handyman 
Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, weld-
ing, waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will not 
attempt to work outside of 
my skills. Insured. Dennis 
Schuler 022 129 0169

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. E - 
waihi105@gmail.com THAMES HANDYMAN 

& BUILDING SERVICES
Building, 

home maintenance & 
general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Trades & Services
DIGGER SERVICES
*  Post hole drilling
*  Small earthworks
*  Tipper trailer
*  Metal delivery
*  Stormwater 
    remediation

Thames based 
Call Kevin 027 286 9288

Builder
Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

Painter
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler
Public Notice

Public Notices

Story Telling 
Afternoon
DO YOU

WANT TO
HEAR A
STORY?

Paeroa Little Theatre
2pm Sunday 6 October
Refreshment Provided

Gold Coin Entry 

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Church Notice
Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
October 6, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speaker: Heather 
McKelvie  

Church Notice

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 

Baker St, Waihi
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Kaihere 249BStateHighway27

13.19ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Wed30Oct2024
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Yourperfect rural retreatwith townconvenience
Cravingcountryside tranquilitywith townnearby?This 13-hectare (moreor less)blockonStateHighway27offers the
perfectblendof rural charmandaccessibility toHamilton,Auckland,andTauranga.With fivepaddocksandmultiple
buildingsites, it's ideal forcreatingyourdreamhome,whilealso leavingspace forhorses, crops,orcattle.Enjoyall-day
sun,expansivemountainviews, androomforapool,gardens,or lawns.Located just71kmfromManukau, it's close to
quality schoolsandoutdooractivities likehikingKarangahakeGorge.Don’tmiss this rareopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2316002

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 162RotokohuRoad

132ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Tue29Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue8Oct&Tue 15Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Dairy farmwithscale
Here’syouropportunity toacquireaproductive 132-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm in theheartof theHauraki
District, currently leasinganadditional65hectares (moreor less). Infrastructure includesa40-asideherringbone
dairyshed,calf shed,andhaybarn.Stockwatercomes fromtwoboresonanotherproperty,with theoption to
connect toa reliablecouncil supply.Effluent ismanagedviaaKliptanksystemwitha 1.5million-litrecapacityandtwo
travelling irrigatorscovering40hectares (moreor less).Withprovenproductionandmotivatedvendors,don’tmiss
out– call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316048
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 181DThorpRoad

87ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.30-1.30pmTue8Oct&Tue 15Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Dairy farmproventoperform
Here’syourchance toacquireahighlyproductive87-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm in theheartof theHauraki
District. Ideal asa first farmoranaddition toyourportfolio, itoffers simplicityandpotentialwithaneasy-to-manage
system.Divided intowell-maintainedpaddockswithacentral race, infrastructure includesa28-asideherringbone
dairyshed,calf shed,andtwo implementsheds.Water is sourced fromtwobores,withaccess toacouncil connection.
Effluent ismanagedviaa900,000-litreKliptank.Asolid 1960shomecompletes thispackage.Don’tmissout—call us
today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316040

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 57CKentCrescent

1ha
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.15-10.45amSun6Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Land, lifestyleand location
Escapetheurbanhustleandembrace theserenityof rural lifewith thischarming 1.07-hectare (moreor less)property.
Nestledonaquiet, sought-after road, this section features flatandgently sloping terrainwithnorestrictivebuilding
covenants.North-facing, it enjoysall-daysunlight, andthenutrient-richvolcanic soil isperfect forcropsor livestock.
Buildyourdreamhomewithspace for shedsorapool. Just2kmfromWaihi’s towncentre, schools, andamenities, this
propertycombines rural tranquilitywith townconvenience.Witheasyaccess toAuckland,Tauranga,andHamilton,
don’tmiss thisopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2316064
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

HPC chess team bound for nationals
A group of Hauraki chess stu-

dents is set to ‘check’ out the 
competition with their recent na-
tional final qualification.

Hauraki Plains College A chess 
team won the Checkmate Chal-
lenge in August, which has gained 
them entry for five players into the 
Chess Power Nationals event this 
month. 

On top of this, the college took 
out the Checkmate Challenge on 
September 5, which secured them 
another spot for a sixth player to 
join the team for nationals.

HPC chess club organiser 
Amanda Fiztpatrick said the stu-
dents wouldn’t have to worry 
about travel and accommodation 
expenses as they would attend the 
competition online from Hauraki 
Plains College.

Mrs Fitzpatrick said she had no-
ticed students who wanted to play 
chess, help each other out, and 
who were interested in getting to 
the nationals.

The school Hub has held a fun-
draiser led by Mrs Fitzpatrick, for 
the entry fee for students to attend 
the chess tournaments. In return, 
students bring in grocery dona-
tions for the local food bank.

The six Hauraki Plains students 
who will put their skills to the 
test are: Prajwal Parajuli, Selwin 
de Haast, Leon Spilsbury, Ujwal 
Parajuli, Adelle Johnson and Kim 
Endino.

HPC chess champion at the re-
cent Checkmate Challenge Selwin 
de Haast told The Profile it was 

a “pretty great feeling” when he 
found out the team had qualified.

Selwin, who has played chess 
since he was five, planned to pre-
pare for nationals by learning 
more openings and “fixing the 
gaps” in the ones he already knew, 
he said. It was really beneficial to 
get a good start in a game, Selwin 
said. “I am also going to play a lot 
of practice games against high lev-
el computers.”

Selwin, who’s biggest inspira-
tion in chess was his dad, said had 

never been involved in a chess 
tournament before but looked for-
ward to learning and facing some 
really good players.

He was trying to slow down dur-
ing games and “not get cocky” as 
that often led him to blunder a lot 
of pieces, he said.

If he could create a new chess 
piece, Selwin said it would be 
called the priest and would replace 
the queen.

“[The priest] moves like a king, 
but can convert any enemy piece 

into your own piece by being next 
to them.”

Meanwhile, year 9 student 
Adelle Johnson said she would 
create an upgraded pawn.

“It’s like a normal pawn, but it 
can move two squares forward and 
can move diagonally.”

When Adelle heard the team 
qualified for nationals, she said it 
felt like heaven had opened up its 
gates to “let us through”.

To handle the pressure of com-
petitive play, Adelle said she would 

just focus on what’s happening 
in the game instead of worrying 
about the person she was playing.

The reason she got into chess 
was because she watched her dad 
play a game and asked if he could 
teach her how to play, she said.

Her biggest inspirations in chess 
were her dad and little brother, she 
said. “Some of my moves are kind 
of [dad’s] and my brother’s.

“I didn’t steal their moves,” she 
said. “I had improved [them] with 
my own.”

Chess players from Hauraki Plains are ready to compete at the nationals.                                                Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA


