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November 7-10 will see Caroline Thomas embracing 
her whimsy, as this year’s Steampunk Festival rolls 

into town. 
The Steampunk The Thames committee chair has 

been involved in the festival for several years. But this 
year’s theme, Down the Rabbit Hole, is an amalgama-
tion of everything she loves about the genre. “The 
theme can be interpreted in many ways,” she said. 

“I mean, the basic way is Alice in Wonderland. But 
of course, we talk about people having conspiracy 
theories and going down a rabbit hole. So it’s entering 
a world of fantasy, I guess - anything goes.”

This theme in particular offered Caroline the chance 
to lean into her favourite aspects of steampunk.

“Many, many years ago when I was a student, I had 
a lecturer who told me I wrote like a Victorian. And it’s 
the Victorian side of things which appeals to me, as 
opposed to the more avant-garde, Mad Max themes 
that people are into.” 

Caroline, like many others in the steampunk scene, 
plans to slip into her alter-ego persona over the festival 
weekend. As well as Victoriana, Lady-Break-A-Nail was 
heavily influenced by Caroline’s love of Oscar Wilde. 

“I based it on Lady Bracknell… Very proper, a bit of a 
social climber,” she said. 

“[She] was a fairly common person who married 
well and became a bit of a social snob. So I based my 
persona on her, which is partly me. 

“It gives you the opportunity to express yourself in 
ways that in conventional society might be considered 
quite rude, you can call a spade a spade without of-
fending people.”

Caroline never intended to fall quite so far into the 
steampunk rabbit hole. “I sort of fell into steampunk 

almost by accident. They were looking for a treasurer 
some years ago... My husband had passed away and 
I was at a bit of a loose end with what to do with my-
self,” she said. “I thought, ‘oh, well, it won’t hurt to do 
this, it would be something that I could do from home. 
It wouldn’t involve a lot.’ At that stage, I had no inten-
tion of joining in.”

Of course, the society members quickly encouraged 
her to give it a try, and she said she hasn’t looked back 
since. The appeal, Caroline said, was that it’s such a 
welcoming, inclusive and permissive space. 

“Steampunk gives people, I think, an opportunity to 
step outside the ordinary and become someone that 
they would like to be but social convention prevents 
them from living that sort of life full time,” she said. 

This year’s festival will include all the favourites - 
high tea, teapot racing, the Strut and the parade. But 
the committee has also planned a few surprises.

“This year a number of events are actually being 
held in the Civic Centre - we’ve brought them all to-
gether under one roof,” she said. “And we are planning 
on having an illuminated structure outside.”

Caroline wouldn’t be drawn on the specifics of the 
sculpture, other than its name, Full Spectrum. But she 
tempered the mystery by offering up a hint of another 
new event, to take place on November 10 at Victoria 
Park. “For the first time, we are having hobby-hors-
ing… We encourage people to make their own hobby 
horse and bring it along,” Caroline said. “[It’s] a very, 
very big thing overseas, they have international com-
petitions and they adhere to the equestrian rules… 
They have to learn how to walk like a horse, to trot like 
a horse. And yes, it’s a bit of frivolous fun as far as I’m 
concerned, but overseas, they take it very seriously.”
DETAILS: The Steampunk Parade is on November 9, 
11am on Pollen St, www.steampunkthethames.co.nz.

Whimsy and Whimsy and 
wonderlandwonderland

Steampunk 
The Thames 

chair Caroline 
Thomas. Photo: 

ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Incorporating the latest in Plasma Cutters, MIG,
ARC and TIG technology - Weldtech products
offer professional welding results and simple

setup for all welding requirements and skill levels.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Central Mo-
tors ad.

FIND US 
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valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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A wildfire with a 19-kilometre perim-
eter burned through 1039 hectares 

of swampland near Meremere last week, 
threatening homes and clouding skies 
with smoke as far as the Thames Valley 
and Coromandel Peninsula.

Much of the fire was based in a De-
partment of Conservation area of envi-
ronmental significance, the Whangama-
rino Wetland. 

The fire began near Island Block Rd 
on October 21, threatening homes in the 
area and burning for several days before 
it could be brought under control.

More than 50 Fire and Emergency 
New Zealand (FENZ) staff fought the 
blaze, with the assistance of helicopters 
and light aircraft.

Smoke and ash could be seen in the 
air and nearby residents were advised 
to close their windows and disconnect 
their roof water collection supplies. 

FENZ incident controller Mark Tin-
worth said on Thursday that people near 
the fire should contact the Environmen-
tal Health Officer for advice before using 
food, feed or water from storage tanks 
for drinking as these might have been 
impacted by smoke and ash from the 
fire.

“We acknowledge people will be im-
pacted by this fire and have worked hard 
to limit those impacts,” he said.

“Our crews gave it their all to bring 

Massive wildfire tears through wetland

The wetland fire had a 19km perimeter.                           Photo: SUPPLIED/FENZ

this fire under control as quickly as they 
did, and I want to thank them for that.”

The fire’s spread was exacerbated by 
the peat in the wetlands. “Peat fires are 
particularly challenging, as they can 
continue to burn underground and can 
be hard to find and extinguish.”

On Friday, Fire and Emergency drone 
crews identified 16 hotspots overnight, 
with crews focused on dampening them 

down with three helicopters and 22 
personnel on the ground in operation.

“The fire remains contained, and has 
not grown in size overnight,” he said.

“A big thank you to our crews and 
helicopter pilots who will be working 
hard again [Friday] as we continue ef-
forts to extinguish this fire.”

The cause of the blaze is not yet 
known. 
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SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90/cube - Gum $135/cube

FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Ends December 20

Ph: 0800 7754 6827 / 022 427 1618
splintasfirewood

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Don’t let a lack
of a driver’s licence

make you

miss out on that job.

Learner Licence Course

Driving Lessons to help you move from

learners to a full licence

Defensive Driving Course

Advanced Driving Assessments

Don’t wait - call or text 027 314 1577

now to book your space

DRIVING ACADEMY

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Coromandel business The 
Waterworks was awarded 

the supreme prize at the Rich-
ardsons Hauraki Coroman-
del Business Awards 2024 in 
Thames on October 23.

The water-themed activity 
park was one of more than 30 
finalists in 12 categories. The 
judges noted The Waterworks’ 
strong commitment to environ-
mental sustainability and their 
strong support of the local com-
munity.

“Their innovative, fun ap-
proach is reflected in the water 
park itself, and their bold pivot 
to diversify their offerings has 
already shown success, posi-
tioning them for future growth. 
Though a well-established busi-
ness, The Waterworks has an 
impressive forward-thinking 
mindset, and core business acu-
men to match,” judges said.

Judges said The Waterworks, 
which also won the Contribu-
tion to Tourism and Hospital-
ity award, embodied the Hau-
raki and Coromandel essence 
through its vision, values, and 
culture which made a clear con-
tribution to the region, particu-
larly tourism.

Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Len Salt said the awards and 
finalist placings were well de-
served.

“Our businesses are integral 
members of our community, of-
ten making a huge contribution 
to all of those around them…
I’m proud of what they have 
achieved and their contribution 
towards making the Coroman-
del a place where people want 
to live, work and play.”

Hauraki Coro businesses shine at awards evening

Hauraki Mayor Toby Adams 
said the awards were a great way 
to showcase the local business 
community and he was thrilled 
with the calibre of businesses in 
the finals.

“Congratulations to all the 
finalists, a brilliant representa-
tion of the unique innovative, 
resilient, and high performing 
[businesses] across the Hauraki 
and Coromandel districts.”

The awards are jointly hosted 

by Thames-Coromandel and 
Hauraki district councils every 
two years.
AWARD WINNERS 
Supreme winner: The Water-
works. 

Category excellence awards: 
Community Contribution, Dive 
Zone Whitianga and EPL Con-
struction (joint winners); Busi-
ness Resilience, Hello World 
Travel Thames; Digital Strategy 
and e-Commerce, Flowers on 

Pollen; Waste Minimisation, 
Wāhi Tukurua; Contribution to 
Tourism and Hospitality, The 
Waterworks; People’s Choice 
for Hauraki, Woof Woof Ranch; 
People’s Choice for Thames-Co-
romandel, Dive Zone Whitianga.

Sector excellence awards: New 
and Emerging Business, Ōpito 
Bay Salt; Consumer Services, 
Coromandel Shelly Beach Top10 
Holiday Park; Professional Ser-
vices, Bayleys Coromandel; 

Trades, Manufacturing and 
Primary Industries, Major Oak 
Safety Training; Pahiki Māori/
Māori Business, Evolution Fit-
ness. 

Service to Business Recipients: 
Barbara Berry, Positive Paeroa; 
Jennifer Ashman, Coromandel-
Colville Business Association; 
Monika Lange, Thames/Coro-
mandel Newsfeed; Sue Lewis-
O’Halloran, Thames Business 
Association. 

Major Oak Safety Training. Monika Lange. The People’s Choice winners: Woof Woof Ranch & Dive Zone Whitianga. 

Barbara Berry. Flowers on Pollen.

Supreme award winner: The Waterworks.      Photos: SUPPLIED
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Bupa
Tararu
Retirement
Village

Enquiries from $350,000^

A retirement village that still feels like a village, not a
retirement city.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village is a warm and welcoming community of like-minded
people. With apartments and villas nestled between the bush and the sea, and views out
to the Firth of Thames, our residents enjoy maintenance-free living and village life that’s
as active or relaxing as they like.

• Fixed weekly fees
• Well designed, modern kitchen

• 24/7 emergency call system
• Care Home located on site (subject to availability).

Contact Desna on 07 245 1748 or visit bupa.co.nz/tararu for more information.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village | 109Wilson Street, Thames

^Price is for a licence to occupy under an Occupation Right Agreement for an apartment.
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CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ
PH | 027 2850349

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA
3503 NEW ZEALAND

PROVEN
RELIABILITY

STARTING FROM

69,995.00$

+GST

QVX36 FEL FITTED

SEE THE
DIFFERENCE
WITH

THAMES,

Local, trusted eye care for the whole family.

www.patersonburn.co.nz

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Thomas Cook.
For that urban cowboy in your life.

From rugged outer gear to sharp

classics including chinos, jeans,

polos, pure cotton luxury shirts and

accessories. Ask about this new and

exciting Australian label instore.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Fashion models get ready for the runway walk.                 Photos: SUPPLIED

Colleen Renata’s three mokopuna models. Models wear the Tino Rangatiratanga flag.

Fashion fundraiser
People from across the motu ral-
lied together in Hauraki recently 
to raise funds for a social super-
market in the area. 

A “vibrant, diversity-inspired” 
fashion fundraiser held at the 
Thames Civic Centre on Oc-
tober 19 was a runway hit and 
buttoned up $10,000 for the 
Pātaka Kai social supermarket in 
Paeroa - which needs to raise at 
least $50,000 annually to cover 
its monthly operational costs of 
$12,000. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine o 
Hauraki (Hauraki Women’s 
Refuge) and Waste Management 
New Zealand, supported by Here-
forNZ, organised the event with a 
shared goal to support all diverse 
communities in Hauraki to ensure 
food reached those who needed 
it most. 

Te Whāriki Manawāhine o 
Hauraki chief executive Denise 
Messiter said there was a really 

good cross section of the commu-
nity who supported the kaupapa 
and had a fun night. 

“Even Hauraki whānau from 
Christchurch turned up.” But the 
main attraction - the fashion pa-
rade, was curated by internation-
ally renowned Māori fashion de-
signer Jeanine Clarkin of Paeroa.

A trio of independent designers, 
Sandra Taipari, Hohepa Barlow, 
and Colleen Renata created 30 
handmade garments showcased 
on the night. One of the collec-
tions by Sandra was sourced from 
recycled strapping and reflective 
paper, she said. “I’ve called it 
‘from trash to treasure’, because it 
was all heading for landfill.” 

Meanwhile, Colleen said she’d 
gone “really hard out” for the past 
few weeks with her pieces made 
from harakeke (flax). 

Another ‘white tie dinner’ fund-
raiser for the Pātaka Kai is set for 
November 19.

Ready to go on show. Fashion curator Jeanine Clarkin, right.
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KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

TGIF night out
with the
Thames

Harness Racing
Club

Bus Trip to
Harness
Races at
ALEXANDRA
PARK
AUCKLAND
FRIDAY 6
DECEMBER 2024

Bus Trip to
Harness
Races at
CAMBRIDGE
RACEWAY
FRIDAY 15
NOVEMBER
2024

Phone 868-6436 or email office@hdas.co.nz
to reserve your seats on the bus

The Thames Harness Racing
Club will be running a bus to

these meetings:

Departing from
Thames High School

at 3.45pm.

Members travel FREE, Non-members only $15

Duck dash to raise cash
It’s almost time for friends and family 

of the Thames Coast Community Kin-
dergarten to get all their ducks in a row.

The annual “world-famous-in-
Thames” Te Puru Duck Race fundraiser 
event is set to make a splash on Novem-
ber 2 from 11am.

Kindy spokesperson and volunteer 
parent Kirstie Battson told The Profile 
the event was a much anticipated date 
in the calendar for the tamariki.

“It’s just like a coming together of the 
community really.”

People could expect to see lots of kids 
activities, opportunities to win prizes, 
food and beverages, and of course, the 
main attraction - the duck race.

Kirstie said community members 
could purchase a plastic duck at the 
event for $5, or bring along a novelty 
boat for the separate boat race.

Event-goers walk from the kindy 
through the Te Puru campsite to the 
stream, she said, where children would 

sit along the bank, while a few parents 
tipped the bags of ducks into the water 
to begin the races.

The aim of the event was to raise 
funds for maintenance around the kin-
dergarten, such as the garden beds, she 
said.

They also hoped to put some money 
toward a new mud kitchen because 
at the moment she said the area “just 
needs a bit of love and TLC”.

The Thames Fire Brigade was set 
to make an appearance with their 
fire truck, as well as volunteers from 
Thames Rotary Club on sausage sizzle 
duties, and Thames High School student 
helpers, she said.

Kirstie wanted people to head along 
and support the kindy, but mostly: “it’s 
just a good day for children really”.
DETAILS: Cash only event, Te Puru Duck 
Race on November 2, 11am to 2pm at 
Thames Coast Community Kindergarten, 
4 West Crescent, Te Puru. Follow the kindy 
on Facebook to find out more.

Bags of ducks are set to make a splash for Thames Coast Kindy.           File Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong
Korando Ltd

2.0 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms

ONLY
$12,990

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Top Spec with Leather

$8,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990
2013 Ford Fiesta Trend

1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New

$10,990

2010 Toyota Wish
2.0Ltr Auto, 6 Seater, White Pearl

$6,990
ONLY

2006 Mazda MPV
2.3Ltr Auto, 6 Seat, Alloys, Tow Bar

ONLY
$6,990

2000 Mercedes Benz E300
20” Alloys, IMMAC CONDITION

NOW
$11,990

2011 Kia Cerato SX
2.0Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys

Top Condition

$10,990

Floods devastate homes in Paeroa, Netherton

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Floods in the Paeroa - Nether-
ton district transformed the 

whole area into a wide-spreading 
sea. Roads and fields vanished, 
and the tops of fences and hedges 
were all that could be seen of farm 
boundaries.

In some cases the water was 
right up to the window sills of 
farm houses. In others it had 
reached the level of the doors. A 
dray carried an entire family into 
Paeroa, their home having been 
flooded out.

There were a great many deep 
ditches in the district, and the wa-
ter rushed down these in torrents.

Children were having the time 
of their lives, rowing about in 
boats or roughly-made rafts, but 
their mothers were much more 
concerned, standing in doorways 
calling to the youngsters to come 
back. Every house was isolated 
and the whole scene was that 
of some vast Venetian lake. The 
houses and trees were pictur-
esquely reflected in the great sheet 
of water. Apart from the spectacu-
lar aspect, there were numerous 
pitiful scenes - a young pig swim-

At Netherton - a perilous journey with the bread.             SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

ming along the main street, a kit-
ten marooned in the branches of a 
tree and a terrier barking from the 
top of a fence. Calves and sheep 
had been hoisted up into a hay-loft 
and half-a-dozen turkeys stood on 
a roof. Farmers did all they could 
to get the cattle away - one wading 
knee-deep through the flood, car-
rying his bicycle on his shoulder, 
so as to ride after them when he 
got to dry land. A deserted cream 
wagon, still piled with cans, lay 
half submerged at the side of the 
road, telling of another farmer’s 
difficulties. “When you see things 
like this, and then remember how 
city people grumble if they get 
their feet wet or have to stand for 
five minutes in the rain, it makes 
one feel we townsfolk do not know 
how much we have to be thankful 

for,” a reporter said.
Slips on the Thames Coast Rd 

were left uncleared for a month 
and only with great difficulty could 
vehicles get through. As all goods 
had to come from Thames, it 
meant running short for many 
residents.

One morning the populace of 
Te Puru and surrounding districts 
were awakened by the roaring and 
humming of what sounded like 
aeroplane engines, perhaps bring-
ing supplies, and all hands were on 
a sharp look-out to sight the plane, 
but they were horribly disappoint-
ed as the hoped for plane hove in 
sight round one of the road bends 
and proved to be nothing more 
than a common road grader.

Meanwhile, the prospects of 
the mining industry and farming 

in and about Waihī were encour-
aging, but some townsmen, in-
stead of looking on the bright side 
of things, constantly ran Waihī 
down. Not only did they do it lo-
cally but when they are away as 
well and as a result the wrong im-
pression of the town and its out-
look was given. A Waihī trader, 
when in Auckland, had a merchant 
tell him he was sorry to hear that 
the town was on its last legs, and 
when asked where his information 
came from he stated that he had 
it in a letter from a businessman 
in Waihī. Nothing was to be gained 
by criticising one’s home town, 
and if Waihī was not good enough 
for these pessimists to live in then 
there was plenty of room for them 
in other parts of the Dominion, or 
perhaps better still, outside it.

1924

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. The hyoid bone is the only bone 
in the human body that is not 
connected to any other bones. 
Where is it found?
2. The te reo Māori term 
Kirikiriroa, translating to ‘long 
stretch of river alluvial soils’, refers 
to which New Zealand city?
3. ‘Macaroni’ was a term used in 
18th-century Britain to refer to 
someone who was exceedingly a) 
hungry, b) fierce, c) italian or d) 
fashionable?
4. Which is the only US state 
whose name contains the letter Z?
5. In 1871, Louisa May Allcott 
released a novel sequel to Little 
Women, named a) Little Friends, b) 
Little Children, or c) Little Men?
6. The Hindu deity known as 
Ganesha has the head of which 
creature?
7. Radiata, Ponderosa and 
Monterey are all species of which 
type of tree?
8. True or False? Jennifer Coolidge 
is an eighth cousin twice removed 
of the 30th President of the United 
States, Calvin Coolidge?
9. The next Summer Olympic 
Games will be held in which city?
10. The term rust usually refers to 
the oxide of what metal element?

ANSWERS: 1. Between the neck and chin; 
2. Hamilton; 3. d) fashionable; 4. Arizona; 
5. c) Little Men; 6. Elephant; 7. Pine; 8. 
True; 9. Los Angeles, USA; 10. Iron. 
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

FULL HYBRID RANGE

Toyota
Aqua

Toyota
Corolla Cross

Toyota
RAV 4

Toyota
Vitz

Toyota
Yaris

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Toyota
Prius Alpha

Toyota
Corolla Sport

Toyota
Latest Prius

Toyota
Auris

Toyota
Aqua Cross

Toyota
C-HR

Hey Toyota,
line me up a deal
on a used car?

Offer available between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 on Toyota Certified Vehicles purchased from an Authorised Toyota Dealer. Total Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty
cover is for 4 years/160,000km from vehicle purchase date, whichever occurs first. Total Toyota Certified Hybrid Battery Warranty cover is for 5 years from vehicle purchase date
or until the odometer reaches 160,000km, whichever occurs first. Both warranties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roadside Assistance and WOF terms, conditions and
exclusions apply. See Toyota.co.nz for further information.

Toyota Certified

How’s this offer we’ve lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

+ + +
Warranty

4 YEARS
AA Roadservice
4 YEARS

FreeWOF checks
4 YEARS

Hybrid BatteryWarranty
5 YEARS

(as standard)

Valley Toyota
Tony Richards Toyota

Thames
Paeroa
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Contact the team for a FREE measure and quote

Order NowOrder Now
to have your

Roller Blinds installed
for Christmas

Competition judge Angela Westerby McKellar, left, poses with the senior variation winners. 

Blake Gifford-Hill, 7, Indaria Bainbridge Davies, 18, and Paige Thackray, 11.
En Pointe Studios’ Lucy Thackray, 12, 
performs her jazz piece.

Dancers En Pointe
Dancers decked the Paeroa War 

Memorial Hall on October 4 for 
three days of rhythm, choreography 
and expression. The En Pointe Dance 
Competition, run by En Pointe Dance 
Studio Whitianga, hosted dancers 
from across the North Island compet-
ing in jazz, tap, and ballet.

Competition organiser and En 
Pointe Dance Studio owner Lisa 
Gifford told The Profile there were 
around 140 dancers aged four to 18 
years. The competition judge was 
Angela Westerby McKellar from Wel-
lington, who choreographed the We 
Will Rock You musical held in Welling-
ton in August and September.

On day one of the competition, 

jazz dancers 10 years old and over 
competed. Day two consisted of the 
under 10 year old jazz, and all the tap 
dance categories.

The champs were also held in the 
evening for both sections, she said, 
while Sunday was filled with ballet 
competitors and ended with ballet 
variations instead of champs.

Lisa said the weekend had run 
very smoothly with “very happy” 
competitors. To top it all off, En 
Pointe Dance Studio dancers walked 
away with a few senior awards. Most 
Promising award went to Tahlia Os-
bourne in the jazz section, and third 
place in the senior ballet variation 
section was snapped up by Indaria 
Bainbridge-Davies.

A group of senior tap dance champs pose proudly with their awards.

The senior jazz champs prop up their peers.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

travelled, he said.
But it wasn’t just the number 

one spot Dave’s birds managed 
to clinch. Of 17 birds he had in 
the competition, he scored the 
top nine positions for the overall 

race, which he said had never been 
achieved before. When the pigeons 
arrive back to the loft after a race, 
they cross over a boundary line on 
the property which is synchronised 
with an electronic chip in a small 

aluminium ring around the bird’s 
leg called a life ring.

While Dave said it wasn’t a com-
mon thing for a group of racing pi-
geons to land back together, “it is 
for me”. “A lot of guys, they’re hap-

Racing pigeons home in on victory
It doesn’t matter how far Dave 

Driver’s birds soar - when they 
arrive back home “they look like 
they haven’t been anywhere”.

No matter the flight, they always 
come home looking sharp.

The 70-year-old Ōrongo pigeon 
breeder and racer is part of the 
Hamilton Invitational Racing Pi-
geon Group, which is part of the 
Waikato Racing Pigeon Federa-
tion alongside four other clubs.

However, Dave said the biggest 
group in the North Island was the 
Auckland Racing Pigeon Federa-
tion.

Every two years the Auckland 
federation holds a young bird race 
from Raumati, Wellington, called 
the Auckland Young Bird Nation-
al, and this year the Waikato Fed-
eration was invited to compete.

Not only did the Waikato fanci-
ers get a shot at racing against the 
Auckland league at the competi-
tion in May - but Dave also took 
out the top spot and title of Auck-
land Young Bird National winner 
for 2024.

Dave told The Profile his birds 
“did me proud”.

His top pigeon snapped up 
first place for its 414 km flight 
from Raumati, back to its loft in 
Ōrongo, with a time of five hours, 
43 minutes and two seconds, and 
a top speed of of 1207 metres per 
minute. The speed is determined 
by dividing the time taken for the 
birds to fly home by the distance 

Dave Driver with his 
number one racing 

pigeon.
LEFT: The loft 

where Dave Driver’s 
pigeons live. 

Photos: SUPPLIED

py just to get one home,” he said.
Dave said he enjoyed all the 

birds being in good condition be-
cause “that’s the major part of it”.

Training the pigeons to race be-
gan about three weeks after they 
hatched, when he started putting 
the pigeons outside on a landing 
board in front of the loft, he said.

“And then what they do is they 
home themselves into that place, 
so they know that that’s home.”

Dave said it was also a “food 
thing” to start with so he needed to 
“keep them a little bit hungry”, and 
would let them out everyday at a 
reasonable time, and made sure 
there were no strong winds.

Once the pigeons had done this 
five times they would start to find 
their wings, he said, and they’d fly 
around in half circles then land 
back on the landing board.

Around six weeks old, Dave said 
his pigeons would start “taking 
off” and flying around the neigh-
bourhood, and once they got to 12 
weeks old - “they’re all flying in a 
group”.

Dave said the pigeons would 
take off north and then come back 
from the south, or they’d take off 
out west and head back from the 
east direction. 

And sometimes, depending on 
how fit they were, they’d stay away 
from the loft up to an hour and a 
half, he said.

“[They’re] just exercising, find-
ing their way home.”

The process of getting them used

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

CONTINUED ON P11
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

MECHANIC WANTED
We have a position for a full-time

motorbike technician
for our Honda franchise.

Some experience is preferred with
a possible apprenticeship

for the right person.
Email or Phone Miles.

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

 
to being in a carrier box would begin, and 
after five times he would leave them in it 
overnight so they knew it was a safe place, 
he said.

From there, Dave said he would take 
them down the road to Ngatea a couple of 
times to fly home.

After that, he introduced them to “tosses”, 
which was another term for training flights 
up to 15 kilometres away from the loft. 

“I make sure that there’s no headwinds or 
sidewinds - I make sure that the wind’s go-
ing to be blowing them towards home,” he 
said.

But once they got the idea, “once the pen-
ny’s dropped” he would increase the dis-
tance and start taking them to Morrinsville, 
which is 42 kilometres, Tauwhare which is 
65 kilometres, and then through to Kara-
piro, which is 85 kilometres, he said.

He would take them to Karapiro three 
times, and once they’ve done that - “they’ll 

find their way home, no problem at all”.
For those interested in getting into pigeon 

racing, Dave said it required plenty of time.
“It takes years and years and years to 

build a team, you might get a bit of success 
to start with.”

But Dave said it was important to read 
and learn as much as possible, and “don’t 
get too passionate” to start with because 
things didn’t always go to plan. 

Dave believed pigeon racing was a minor-
ity sport in New Zealand which many kiwis 
had never heard of. One common attitude 
around the birds was that they scrounged 
for food and made messes on window ledg-
es and bridges, he said. But that didn’t hap-
pen in the world of pigeon racing. 

After decades of selective breeding by 
passionate fanciers, Dave said there was 
nothing else anywhere that can do what rac-
ing pigeons do - the birds were capable of 
speeds up to 2000 meters per minute.

“These are athletes of the highest quality.”

Young Bird National winner for 2024, Dave Driver, holds his award, with Chris Altimirano.       

CONTINUED FROM P10
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700 Pollen St, Thames
Phone 868 6008
GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours: Closed Monday
Tues-Fri: 12pm to 8pm

Sat: 9am - 8pm • Sun: 12pm to 8pm

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhis side
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

++
ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch
ROASTS

(bookings essential)
plus full a la carte

available

GBD is starting a
weekly quiz again,

from October 29th and
each Tuesday onwardsy

The Hundred Foot Journey (122 mins, 2014) PG. Coarse language.Wed 10.30am; Fri 7pm: Comedy. A
family leaves India for France where they open a restaurant across the road from a Michelin-starred eatery.
The Miracle Club (90mins, 2023) PG. Coarse language.Wed 1.30pm; Thu 11am; Wed 6/11 11am: Maggie
Smith. There’s one dream for the women of Ballygar: to win a pilgrimage to the French town of Lourdes.
Six Inches of Soil (96mins, 2024) Exempt.Wed 5.15pm; Sun 4pm; Wed 6/11 7pm. Story of UK farmers
standing up to the industrial food system & transforming the way they produce food for the good of the planet.
Thelma (98 mins, 2024) M. Offensive language.Wed 7.15pm; Fri 11am: 93-year-old Thelma gets duped by
a phone scammer and sets out on a quest across the city to reclaim what was taken from her.
Let The Dance Begin (99 mins, 2023) R13. Offensive language. Thu 1pm; Thu 7pm; Wed 6/11 1.30pm:
The reunion of three friends, and a trip down memory lane across the roads of Argentina.
Brimstone & Glory (67 mins, 2017) PG. Some scenes may disturb. Thu 5.15pm; Sat 4.30pm; Tue 7pm:
Documentary about Mexican fireworks festival. Ecstatic ritual, danger and the beauty of fireworks.
Transformers One (104 mins, 2024) PG. Violence & scary scenes. Sat & Sun 1pm: The story of Optimus
Prime and Megatron, known as sworn enemies, but were friends bonded like brothers & changed the fate
of Cybertron. American science fiction action film based on the Transformers toy line.
The Nightmare Before Christmas PG. Fri 3.30pm; Sun 11am: Special Halloween re-release. A stunningly
original and visually delightful work of stop-motion animation. Better than neighbourhood trick or treating.
Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome (107 mins, 1985) PG. Violence. Sat 7pm: Get ready for the Steampunk
festival. After being exiled from the most advanced town in post-apocalyptic Australia, a drifter travels with
a group of abandoned children to rebel against the town’s queen.

Movies for week starting Wed 30 October
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Mixed media, pottery on display
Versatile artist Joanne Mahoney 
is the first of November’s fea-
tured artists at the Thames Art 
Gallery. She recalls the first time 
she ever held a paint brush - Sin-
gapore, during a two-year stint in 
the 1980s, at a Chinese brushing 
painting class, and she was imme-
diately smitten.

On her return to New Zealand, 
Joanne wanted to continue this 
new found passion so took advan-
tage of watercolour classes. Her 
move to the Coromandel saw the 
beginning of her Beachcombing 
watercolour series, which contin-
ued until she met Paula McNeill, 
a renowned Coromandel area art-
ist who introduced her to mixed 
media using acrylics, oils, pastels, 
collage and so much more. 

Through Paula, several classes 
with Dr Carole Shepheard, from 
Kawhia, were arranged in Hikuai 
where she introduced Joanne to 
printmaking in various forms. 
A press was purchased and the 
learning continued.

Joanne’s contemporary mixed 
media work has evolved over the 
years to become what she de-
scribes as interdisciplinary mixed 
media - using water colour, acryl-
ics, oils, cold wax medium, collage 
and the many different processes 
used in printmaking to create a 
unique individual piece, often 
seen in her intimate and intrigu-
ing collage pieces.

When Joanne is looking for 
inspiration, she often begins by  
making handprinted collage pa-
per, using random colours on a 
gelli printing plate and anything 
she can find to make the imprints. 

.                   Photo: SUPPLIED

She considers it almost addictive 
and very therapeutic. She also gets 
immense satisfaction from repur-
posing some of her art, reworking 
pieces that have been lying around 
in her studio awaiting further in-
spiration.

The second featured artist for 
November is Elise Belovic, who 
will be displaying her work at the 
north end of the gallery.

Elise is a local potter from the 
Thames coast and has won many 
awards over the past 10 years for 
her unique glazing and sculpture 
work. Her exhibition will include 
handmade Christmas decora-
tions, bright garden pieces, ce-
ramic wall hangings and a new 
homeware collection.

All Elises’s pottery is hand built, 
as opposed to wheel-thrown, and 

NZ Chamber soloists to perform
The NZ Chamber Soloists will per-
form at St George’s Church at 2pm 
on November 3.

The concert will be Thames Mu-
sic Group’s last one for the year, 
and feature Katherine Austin, 
James Tennant, Lara Hall and 
Dimitri Atanasov.

Since 2006, the New Zealand 
Chamber Soloists have under-
taken a diverse spectrum of work 
across the fields of performance 
and recording, undertaking na-
tional tours under the auspices 
of Chamber Music New Zealand, 
several tours in Europe and the 
United States as well as perform-
ing in China, Singapore, South 
America and Australia.

In 2012, the ensemble gave the 
world premiere of two works writ-
ten for them by John Psathas, 
Corybas and Aegean, and the Eu-
ropean premieres of a number of 
compositions written for them by 
New Zealand composers Gareth 
Farr, Martin Lodge, Mike Wil-

liams and David Griffiths, in the 
Casa dei Mezzo summer music 
festival in Crete. The New Zealand 
Chamber Soloists have released 
two CDs of New Zealand works, 
Ahi (2008), and Corybas (2014), 
and a CD of trios by Rachmani-
noff, Babajanian and Shostako-
vich entitled Elegy (2010), to in-
ternational critical acclaim. 

Joining the NZCS for this con-
cert is Bulgarian-born and New 
Zealand-based violinist, Dimitri 
Atanasov, has served as a concert-
master of the Auckland Philhar-
monia and taught at the University 
of Waikato. Dimitri is a renowned 
violin maker, selling his instru-
ments throughout the world.

Programme: Mozart - Quartet 
No.2 in Eb major K.493; Anthony 
Ritchie - Oppositions for Piano 
Quartet Op.116; and Brahms - 
Quartet No.1 in C minor Op.60. 
DETAILS: Tickets: $20, TMG members 
$15, under 18yrs free. Cash only at 
the door on the day. 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

are one-off pieces inspired by
the latest trends. She uses glaze 

that she has made herself and her 
pieces are fired using gas.

Artist Joanne 
Mahoney. 
Photos: SUPPLIED

Pottery by Elise Belovic.
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Fill the grid so every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Scold, 4 Too good to be true, 14 Recur, 15 Solve, 16 Magnifying, 17 Probe, 19 Rat, 20 Therapy,
21 Liberated, 22 Vision, 25 Impounded, 27 Futile, 28 Summit, 33 Balloonist, 35 Car, 36 Nectar, 37 Idea,
39 Tie, 41 Tension, 42 Safari, 43 Ballerina, 44 Forgo, 45 Consider, 50 My, 51 Acrobats, 55 Juice, 58
Nostalgia, 59 Supple, 60 Updated, 61 Gas, 63 Lair, 64 Pliers, 65 Ask, 66 Eventually, 68 Figure, 69 Liable,
71 Objection, 76 Settee, 77 Ultimatum, 79 Oversee, 81 Tip, 84 Extra, 85 Imprisoned, 86 Queue, 87 Rotor,
88 Annie Get Your Gun, 89 Added.

DOWN: 2 Clothe, 3 Lover, 5 Okay, 6 Gunfire, 7 Off-key, 8 Taiga, 9 Biggest, 10 Taps, 11 Utopia, 12 Scorn,
13 Protect, 14 Retinue, 18 Up to no good, 23 Undid, 24 Placebo, 26 Molests, 27 Fortify, 29 Madeira, 30
Gazebo, 31 Ocean, 32 Garlic, 34 Tear, 36 Nears, 38 Amass, 40 Hero, 45 Canal, 46 Nesting, 47 Ivan, 48
Engulf, 49 Wings, 50 Message, 52 Repetitive, 53 Bravado, 54 Treble, 55 Javelin, 56 Spoke, 57 Flue, 62
Fewer, 67 Brother, 68 Factors, 70 Balding, 72 Boudoir, 73 Beaten, 74 Casino, 75 Reduce, 76 Spots, 78
Input, 80 Round, 82 Taxi, 83 Peru.

ACROSS
1 Incident (5)
4 Very healthy or in
very good condition
(2,5,2,1,4)
11 Metal mixture (5)
14 Law-breaking (5)
15 Seller of vegetables
(11)
16 Empty (8)
19 Monotonous (7)
20 Supplement (4,2)
21 Water’s edge (9)
24 Backer (9)
26 Be emphatic (6)
27 Steered (6)
31 Pass on (5)
32 Opening music (8)
34 Liking for sugary
food (5,5)
38 Fish-woman (7)
39 Sheen (6)
40 Improvement (6)
41 Doorway side post
(4)
42 Learner (7)
45 Wind-up music
player (10)
50 Distinguished (7)
54 Repeat (4)
55 Stringed figure (6)
56 Natural aptitude (6)
57 Errant (7)
60 Bullet’s path (10)
61 Repairing
temporarily (8)
62 Intestine part (5)
65 Hungered for (6)
66 Drinks to (6)

67 Soapstone (anag)
(9)
72 Law vehicle (6,3)
73 Vaulted (5)
74 Museum keeper (7)
79 Troops in fort (8)
80 Conjuror’s cry (11)
81 Make happen (5)
82 Distend (5)
83 Inherited looks (6,8)
84 Sloping channel (5)

DOWN
2 Against (6)
3 Wanderer (5)
5 Certain (4)
6 Late (7)
7 Nullify (6)
8 Tiny particle (4)
9 Purplish gemstone
(8)
10 Full of spirit (6)
11 Emphasise (10)
12 Rich soil (4)
13 Gave way (7)
17 Young dog (5)
18 Timepiece (10)
22 Meat sauce (5)
23 Recommend
publicly (8)
25 Without weapons
(7)
26 Frozen mass (7)
28 Pick (6)
29 Sheep meat (6)
30 Extent (6)
33 Coarse (5)
35 Established
practice (5)

36 Potter’s oven (4)
37 Food fish (4)
42 Paid out (5)
43 Violent disturbance
(8)
44 Reliable (6)
45 Notes (5,5)
46 Pledge (4)
47 Sea creature (7)
48 Tell (6)
49 Squeeze sharply
(5)
51 Castle ditch (4)
52 Young baby (7)
53 Lacking breadth (6)
58 Ritual (10)
59 Acute, unspecific
sense of anxiety (5)
63 Was Constantinople
(8)
64 Fashion (5)
65 Alterations (7)
68 Say why (7)
69 Grossly overpriced
article (3-3)
70 Comment (6)
71 Girdle (6)
75 Flooded (5)
76 Impulse (4)
77 Formal dance (4)
78 Makes a mistake
(4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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NOVEMBER GARDENING AT AEROVIEW
382 Ngati Maru Highway 

Totara, Thames

Ph  868 7960  
Open 7 days a week 

8.30am to5pm

LANDSCAPE 
SUPPLIES. 

Get your gardens 
and outdoor 

areas ready for 
summer. Mulches. 
Soils. Aggregates. 
Pebbles. Sleepers. 

Plus lots more

LARGEST 
SELECTION 

OF VEGE 
PLANTS 
ON THE 

PENINSULA. 
KUMARA 

PLANTS IN 
STOCK NOW. 

GIFTS
A GREAT 

RANGE WITH 
NEW STOCK 

ARRIVING 
DAILY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

1

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

2

NewMoon

3

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

4

Non planting
Day

5

Non planting
Day

6

Plant above
ground crops

7

Plant above
ground crops

8

Non planting
Day

9

Non planting
Day

10

Non planting
Day

11

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

12

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

13

Non planting
Day

14

Non planting
Day

15

Plant above
ground crops

16

Full Moon

17

Non planting
Day

18

Non planting
Day

19

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

20

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Non planting
Day

24

Non planting
Day

25

Non planting
Day

26

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

27

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

28

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

29

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

30

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

November 2024NNNovemberrr 202444 MoonMMMoon
Planting CalendarPPPlanting Calendarrr

Calendar
Supplied by
Gilmer Farms

Thames Music And Drama 

Auditions for ages 13+
Thames Elim Church 

Register online www.thamesmad.co

Auditions
Sat November 9 9:30am-4pm

Sun November 10 2-6pm

GardeningGardening
The garden at this time of year is a riot of 

colour with new season’s growth on fruit 
trees, ornamental trees, summer flowering 
shrubs, bulbs roses and dahlia to name a 
few. With rapid spring growth under way it is 
important to maintain plant health in all sec-
tions of the garden.

Cultivate vegetables regularly and irrigate 
if soil is dry. Successive sowings of summer 
vegetables will extend summer and autumn 
harvests.

Planning ahead is important to ensure you 
get the most out of your spring garden. When 
deciding what to plant in your garden, consid-
er what you like to eat, how much room you 
have and creating colour in your backyard. 
Feed, feed, feed.

Popular crops to grow for Christmas – Mi-
crogreens grown on a sunny windowsill, Rad-
ish seeds are quick to grow, Lettuces, lots of 
varieties. If you want a choice buy the mixed 
punnets these give you a good variety. Peas, 
Beetroot, Zucchini, Carrots, Potatoes and Cu-
cumber.

Importantly, grow what you will eat. If you 
don’t have much space, remember you can 
grow vegetables in pots and containers. 

Get the grandies in the garden to help. If 
they get involved in the planting and harvest, 
they are perhaps more likely to want to eat 
them. Try a tepee in pot for growing some 
peas or sugar snaps. Then it becomes their 
project. Plant seeds about 2cm deep and 
about 10cm apart under the tepee. Water 
to keep the soil moist but not too wet. Feed 
with liquid feed once they are 5-10 cm high. 
Cover the soil with mulch or pea straw. Happy 
gardening kids.

Start tomatoes, peppers and eggplants as 
the soil warms. Seedlings you have grown 
indoors need to be “hardened off” before 
they are planted in the garden. Gradually ac-

Enjoy a ‘riot of colour’ this spring

GOLDFIELDS WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The October meeting of the Goldfields 
Women’s Institute commenced with the 
Aspirations and Prayer.

The Motto for the month – “The best 
thing about getting old is that all those 
things you couldn’t have when you were 
young, you no longer want” was read 
by Jeannine Oliver. The Roll Call – A 
shopping purchase disaster, had some 
members having some very interesting 
purchases, especially clothes and also a 
sewing machine experience. 

The Good Deed was toothbrushes, 
combs, tissues, razors, pads and pens to 
help with our supplies for our emergen-
cy toilet bags for Thames Hospital.

The birthday girl this month was Jean 
Brady. Raffles were won by Helen Udy 
and Sue Fah.    

We had a good amount of knitting 
and sewing which will be boxed up at a 
later date. Arrangement was discussed 

regarding the upcoming 80th birthday 
celebrations of the Thames Hauraki 
Plains District Federation of WI, which 
is being held in November at Waihi 
Beach. A discussion was held on where 
we will go for our Christmas meeting as 
we always enjoy going out to lunch. 

Before we had lunch a poem was read 
– Do you remember. Several of the Do 
you Remember were ones that England 
had, but there were a lot of them that we 
remembered from here in New Zealand.
What a great time we had remembering 
them.  

The meeting closed with the Institute 
Grace before sitting down to an enjoy-
able lunch.    
COMPETITION RESULTS – Bloom: Helen Udy 
1, Val Bowen 2, Sue Fah 3.  Cluster: Helen 
Udy 1, Val Bowen 2, Sue Fah 3. Shrub: Sue 
Fah 1, Helen Udy 2, Val Bowen 3. Orchid: 
Helen Udy 1, Sue Fah 2, Val Bowen 3.   COM-
PETITION – Adult Beanie Hat – Sue Fah 1.

climatise seedlings before planting by mov-
ing them outside in their containers during 
the day.

Filling your piece of paradise with vibrant 
floral displays will bring joy on a daily basis 
for both you and the BEES. Examples are Bor-
age, Echinacea, Sage, Marigold, Chamomile, 
Purple Tansy and Nasturtium. 

It is an exciting time in the garden with 
the blossoms bursting into life on the fruit 
trees followed by the transformation into 
tiny fruit. Don’t be alarmed by some early 
fruit drop, it is normal with young trees ex-
periencing vigorous growth. A side dressing 
of sulphate of potash can stimulate hardier 
growth and improve fruiting habits.

Nature is such a wonderful thing and 
brings so much pleasure into people’s life.

Watering times in the garden are impor-
tant to gain the most benefit from your pre-
cious water. Early morning just after sunrise 
is best so the warmth of the day will prevent 
fungal growth on the soil.

A well fed strong growing lawn will pose 
minimal weed problems. Apply a balanced 
lawn fertiliser to support main growth spurts 
in spring and again in autumn. Don’t mow 
too low and try not to mow when the ground 
is wet. Enjoy your garden.

- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Scrappy Verns is the local expert for all 
things scrap metal collection in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel area. Owner Vern 
Harding says, “anything metal, we take”.

“We’re scrap metal collectors. We can 
do farm clean ups and car pick-ups, any 
scrap metal we buy, copper, brass, bat-
teries, steel etc.”

With an extensive list of services includ-
ing the collection, clearing, removal, 
and recycling of metals, Scrappy Vern’s 
leaves no leaf unturned, or in this case, 
metal.

Scrap vehicles, old vehicles, tractors, 
machinery, anything metal they can take 
at “top prices.”

Vern celebrated a wonderful milestone 
this year as it has been 20 years since 
he opened the door to his business and 
started providing services across Coro-
mandel, Thames, Ngātea, Paeroa, Waihī 
and Te Aroha.
CONTACT Vern on: 021 621 437, or pop 
in at 48 Coronation St, Paeroa. Open 
Hours: Monday - Friday 8am-5pm, Satur-
day 9am-12pm.

Scrap metal master looks after regions
Vern Harding of Scrappy Verns celebrates a mighty 20 years.                            File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU



CALL THE EXPERTS

Church Notice

Church Notice

Birth Notice Birthday

For Lease

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

 CLASSIFIEDS 

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who does not receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council 
Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Monument
Services

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Trades & Services

Storage

Death Notices

Wanted To Buy
Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Handyman 

Pets

�������������
������������
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waste removal

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Home Maintenance

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Handyman Services. 
Waihi and surrounding 
areas. Building 
maintenance and 
repairs. Mobile - Grant 
027 333 8331. E - 
waihi105@gmail.com

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Public Notice

Situation Vacant

Painter

plumber

Burrows Roof Cleaning
EST 1971. For moss, 
mold etc removal. 
Industrial chems. 
Gutters cleaned, paths, 
drives, fences etc. Ph 
Murray 0800 287 7697

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

Roof painting, Dulux 
products. Free quotes. 
Ph 021 204 4495

HEADSTONE 
DETAILING 
SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed 
please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

Kauri gum. Good qual-
ity. Any amount. Cash 
buyer. Ph: 027 238 
8009 or 09 409 4839

Waihi Home Maintenance 
Services

Lawn mowing, tree pruning, 
chainsawing, water blasting

Building maintenance. 
General handyman jobs

Text or call Mark  021502460
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- Deadline 12noon Monday

signs

100 yr celebration for
ELSA HUGHES

Saturday 2nd Nov 
@ 11am

Pop in and say hello
Paeroa Co-op Parish

Mackay St Paeroa

13 Taylor Avenue, 
Paeroa from 8 am 
Saturday 2 November
Downsizing stuff

NEWLAND, 
Maddison Ann:
Born 18-10-24, 
8lbs 4oz. 
Congratulations to 
Perrin and Natasha. A 
gorgeous little sister for 
Beau.
Love from all the family.

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
November 3rd, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speakers: Margaret & Eric.   

Finance Manager / 
Kaiwhakahaere Ahumoni 

Are you an experienced financial leader looking for 
an opportunity to make a meaningful impact within 
a local council? We are seeking a skilled Finance 
Manager to join our team and contribute to the 
strategic direction of the Council.

To be successful in this role you will need: Proven 
experience in financial management, Strong 
leadership skills, Expertise in financial planning, 
reporting, and risk management. Knowledge of 
procurement processes and systems. Excellent 
communication and interpersonal skills, a strong 
understanding of New Zealand's local government 
financial legislation and rating systems.

Apply today and help shape the financial future 
of our local council!

To apply for this job go to: 
https://haurakidc.recruitmenthub.co.nz 
Applications close 25 November 2024

“At Hauraki District Council ...
it’s more than just a job!”

AGM
THE MANGATARATA

COMMUNITY 
RECREATIONAL 

RECERVE 
INCORPORATED

Monday 
11th November 2024

7.30pm 
AT 

MANGATARATA 
COMMUNITY HALL / 

BOWLING CLUB
ODETTE HARRIS

SECRETARY 
PH 027 495 4946

LOUDEN, 
Allan James:
1.1.44 - 25.10.24
It is with heavy hearts 
we announce the sad 
passing of our beloved 
husband, Dad and 
Poppy. Allan was the 
loving and much loved 
husband of Lynn for 
over 57 years.  Devoted 
and amazing Dad of 
Eve, Paul and Teena.  
Dearest Poppy of 
Reuben and Matthew, 
Ethan and Olivia, 
Riley, Reece and 
Jess and Jodie.  The 
eldest son of Alva and 
Amelia Louden (both 
deceased), brother 
of Esma (deceased), 
Colin, and Neville.  
He was a long-standing 
and respected engineer 
at Toyota NZ, Thames 
assembly plant (over 34 
years), an accomplished 
rugby player, swimmer, 
diver, hunter, fisherman, 
and tennis player.  He 
will be missed by his 
tennis family of Te Puru, 
and by friends he has 
had for many years, not 
to mention his beloved 
Fluffy and Sadie.  He 
will be remembered 
also for his quick wit 
and smart mind.
Thank you to all who 
gave love and support 
in the past months of 
Allan’s illness.
In accordance with 
Allan’s wishes, a private 
family service will take 
place, followed by 
cremation.
Messages to: The 
Louden family, 40 West 
Crescent, Te Puru, RD5, 
Thames.

THOMSON, 
David Alexander:
Peacefully (surrounded 
by his family) at his 
home in Thames, on 
27th October, 2024; 
aged 71 years.  
Dearly beloved husband 
of Mary, adored father 
of Kelly and Nigel, and 
precious Granddad 
Grumps of Charlotte.
‘Taking one last ride in 
his Model T, leaving no 
oil spots as he goes.’
A celebration of David’s 
life will be held in the 
Grahamstown Chapel, 
102 Kirkwood Street, 
Thames, on Thursday 
31st October, at 1pm, 
followed by private 
cremation.
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 CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12noon Monday

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings – November 2024

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during November 2024.
Committee Meeting
Sustainability and Community Resilience Committee Meeting
Wednesday 6 November 2024 09:00 am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings
Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board 
Monday 25 November 2024, 10:00 am, St Francis House, 248 Main 
Road, Tairua

Whangamatā Community Board 
Tuesday 26 November 2024 10:00am, Whangāmata Service Centre, 
620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board 
Wednesday 27 November 2024 10:00 am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order papers.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings - 
November 2024

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be held 
during the month of November 2024 in the 
Council Chamber, Hauraki House, 1 William 
Street, Paeroa unless otherwise stated.

Planning Committee
Monday, 11 November 2024, 9.00am  
(if required)

Adaptive Planning and Emergency 
Management Committee
Monday, 11 November 2024, 1.00pm

Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 18 November 2024, 9.00am  
(if required)

Citizenship Ceremony 
Wednesday, 27 November 2024, 8.30am

Council
Wednesday, 27 November 2024, 9.30am

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of the Ngatea Santa Parade 
event organised by Connecting the Plains 
Committee it is intended to close the 
following road to ordinary vehicular traffic 
for the period indicated hereunder. During 
the proposed period of closure provision 
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic, 
which would otherwise use the road, to 
use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Thursday 12 December 
2024, 5:45pm to 6:45pm.
Roads to be closed: SH2 (Orchard East Rd) 
from Kaihere Rd to Darlington St, Ngatea.
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 13 November 
2024.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

Have you ever noticed that every 
motivational speaker, every story 

that captivates us, every person of great 
success would seem to have at least one 
moment where things get hard.

The billionaire who was bankrupt 
multiple times, the inspirational speak-

er who freed himself from a life of gangs and drugs, the 
mum with parenting tips forged from the hard grind 
of raising three kids who are doing well in life. Almost 
every story of inspiration full of lifes wisdom is forged 
in life’s hard knocks.

I was recently in a conversation with a mentor at a 
discipleship school who discussed personal growth 
through biblical characters facing trials. When a stu-
dent asked if we could learn lessons without challeng-
es, my friend simply said, “No.” 

Our character is refined in adversity, and wisdom 
stems from depth of experience.

This resonates with my generation—we want growth 
and wisdom without the hardship. Yet, I’ve learned 
through my own journey that reflection on our strug-
gles leads to insight. 

When I was 13, my father suffered a life-changing 
head injury. For years, I blamed him, until I realized in 
my late teens that it wasn’t his fault. The journey with 
my dad over the years taught me many things. Seeking 
to make amends taught me the power of forgiveness 
and the importance of empathy. The journey was pain-
fully hard, but it shaped my character.

Recently, I heard a speaker say, “Life is hard. We 
can either choose to do hard things to improve our life 
or face the hard consequences.” Avoiding challenges 
might seem easier, but it can ultimately hinder our 
growth. So today as I write this, I consider the hard 
things we face. If we shy away from it all, it may well be 
at our detriment.

Forged in fire: How 
challenges shape 
our character

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. He and his team provide 
mentoring and resilience programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more 
than 300 students a year. They are passionate about supporting our young 
people to thrive. Much of this work is funded outside of schools and it becom-
ing increasingly challenging in the current climate. Email michael@living-
well.org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newsletter or to become a supporter.

As summer 
approaches, 

the joys of longer 
days and out-
door adventures 
await both pets 
and their own-
ers. However, 
with the warmth 

and sunshine comes the inevitable rise 
in flea activity. Proactive flea treatment 
during this season is crucial to ensuring 
the health and happiness of our furry 
friends.

Fleas thrive in summer because of the 
warmer temperatures and increased 
humidity, which  create an ideal envi-

ronment for flea populations to thrive. 
Fleas reproduce rapidly, with a single fe-
male capable of laying up to 50 eggs per 
day. This can lead to infestations that es-
calate quickly, especially in homes with 
multiple pets.

Health risks associated with fleas in-
clude: Flea Allergy Dermatitis (FAD): 
Many pets develop allergies to flea sa-
liva, leading to intense itching, inflam-
mation, and skin infections; Anaemia: 
In severe infestations fleas can cause 
blood loss, leading to anaemia, which in 
young and elderly pets can become life-
threatening; Transmission of diseases: 
Fleas can transmit various bacterial and 
parasitic diseases, including tapeworms.

Essential tips for preventing out-
breaks include: Regular treatment: Use 

good quality flea treatments consist-
ently throughout the summer; Treat the 
home environment: Fleas can hide in 
carpets, bedding, and furniture. Regu-
larly vacuum your home and wash pet 
bedding to reduce environmental build-
up. Grooming: Regular brushing helps 
reduce the number of fleas and allows 
you to spot any signs of flea activity 
early. Lastly, garden maintenance: Fleas 
thrive in tall grass and shady areas. Mow 
lawns regularly and treat outdoor areas 
if flea populations become problematic.

Every pet is different, so talk to your 
local vet clinic about the best option for 
your pet’s lifestyle to ensure you and 
your pets can enjoy a happy, itch-free 
summer.

- Dr Annalise Riley is a pet vet in Waihi

Keep pets flea-free this summer
By Dr Annalise 
Riley, BVSc (Dist.)

Hauraki Plains Probus marks 50 years
The Hauraki Plains Probus Club cel-

ebrated the golden anniversary of Pro-
bus in New Zealand  with a special morn-
ing tea meeting on Wednesday, October 16. 

Members from the Thames and Paeroa 
clubs were also invited to attend, and 85 
people were there to celebrate the day. 

The guest speaker was Probus district 
chair Ian Young. 

He spoke about the history of Probus 
and the future direction of the organisa-
tion. 

Probus is a social network of clubs with 
over 10,000 retirees across New Zealand, 
participating in meetings, activities and 
trips. Probus is a non-sectarian, non-
political organisation with a focus on fun, 
friendship and fellowship. 

Hauraki Plains Probus members mark 50 years with the cutting of the golden anniversary cake.           Photos: SUPPLIED
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Whakatiwai 1181BEastCoastRoad

2,054sqm 5 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View9-9.30amMon28Oct
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Peaceful retreatwithmodern flair
Nestled in theserenecountryside, thischarmingSalvationArmyhomefromMissionBaywasbargedontosite in in the
1950s,providesawarmand invitingatmosphere featuringwooden flooring throughout.Thespaciouskitchencomes
completewitha large islandbenchandpantry, seamlesslyconnecting to theopen-plandiningand loungeareas–
perfect for familygatheringsandentertaining.Boasting fivewell-appointedbedrooms, thishome is ideal forgrowing
families.Situated in thebeautifulHaurakiDistrict,Kaiaua isasought-after locationknownfor its stunningscenery,
quiet lifestyle, andproximity to fishingspots.This isyourchance tosecureasliceof ruralparadise.Act fast!

bayleys.co.nz/2316078

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Miranda 326FrontMirandaRoad

23ha 2 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View4.45-5.30pmSun3Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Coastal lifestylemeetsmodern living
This stunning23-hectare (moreor less) lifestyleblock insought-afterMirandaoffers rural charmandmoderncomfort.
The flat, fertile land, currently leased, complements the renovatedtwo-bedroomhome.AsleekkitchenwithSmeg
stove, largewindows,andacosy livingareamake itperfect for relaxation.Polishedwooden floorsandamodern
bathroomwitha free-standing tubaddwarmthandstyle.Witha reliablemeteredcouncilwater supply toall
paddocks, excellent fencing, andprotectedwaterways, it's ideal foroutdoorenthusiasts.Zoned forquality schools,
andclose to fishing,birdwatching, andbushwalks.Overseasvendorsaremotivatedtosell.

bayleys.co.nz/2316049
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Netherton 1216HaurakiRoad

4.8ha 3 2 6
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11.15am-12pmSun3Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Countrysideescape
Escapeto theserenecountrysidewith this4.87hectare (moreor less) lifestyleproperty in theheartof theHauraki
Plains.Featuringbeautifully landscapedgardens,mature trees, andrusticcharm, itoffersapeaceful retreat.The
spacious three-bedroomhome includesamasterwithawalk-inwardrobeandensuite,plus twomorebedroomsanda
familybathroom.Theopen-plan livinganddiningarea flows intoa rimu-cabinetkitchenandoutdoordeck.Witha
winteringbarn,disusedcowshed,andwell-fencedpaddocks, thisproperty isconveniently locatednearNgatea,
Thames, andPaeroa.Don’tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2316061

Thames 57TotaraValleyRoad

3 1 1 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu28Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Motivatedsellers– ownersmustsell!
Thevendorsareeager tosell, having foundanotherproperty,offeringyouaprimeopportunity tosecure this fantastic
home.Spanning5,079sqm(moreor less), thispropertyprovidesamplespaceandprivacy, ideal foraserene rural
lifestyle. Largedeckingcreatesaperfect spot foroutdoorentertainingorenjoyingpicturesquevalleyviews.Excellent
garagingoffers roomforvehicles, storage,oraworkshop.Theestablishedgardensand fruit treesprovide tranquility
and freshproduce fromyourownbackyard.Awell-maintaineddrivewayensureseasyaccess, enhancing the
property’sappeal.Acoupleofpaddocksoffer space for livestock,making itperfect forhobby farmers.Contactus
today!

bayleys.co.nz/2180739
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS

Cartwheel king entertains millions
When it comes to cartwheels, 

Harper Sandford’s mum said 
it was very much “a Harper thing to 
do”. But cartwheeling across a rugby 
field and becoming an internet sen-
sation overnight was not something 
they expected. 

Harper, 18, of Waihī, who was a 
big supporter of the Thames Valley 
Swamp Foxes rugby team, was re-
sponsible for running the ball on to 
the field for the second-half kickoff at 
the team’s game at Lyon Park, Whi-
tianga, earlier this month.

After Harper passed the ball to 
one of the Swamp Foxes, he turned, 
struck a World Wrestling Entertain-
ment (WWE) pose, and cartwheeled 
back across the grass before he made 
a few more WWE gestures as he ex-
ited the field in his gumboots.

Harper’s Mum, Natasha Sandford 
said she wondered if he would do 
some cartwheels. “And the next min-
ute... he did some cartwheels,” she 
said. Natasha said they cracked up 
laughing because it was very much a 
“Harper thing to do - he just thought 
about it and just did it”.

Natasha shared the video to her 
Facebook page for her friends and 
family, and shortly afterwards her 
phone “started going off the hook”. 
Not only did friends and family get to 
see Harper’s half-time performance, 
but the video of Harper was also 
shared on The Legend of Marty Banks 
Facebook page which has now racked 
up more than three million views.

The video also made its way to 
Natasha’s family in America, she said.

Even though it was “a bit danger-

ous” to go into the comments section, 
Natasha said, what she discovered 
was “100 per cent positivity” from 
everyone. The most common note 
Natasha saw was that people “really 
needed to see this today”, she said.

“And it actually got me quite emo-
tional. I just thought, man there’s a 
lot of people out there hurting at the 
moment and finding things hard.”

Harper liked to make people smile 
with his cartwheels, she said.

But Harper’s cartwheels weren’t 
just for the field. WWE and cartwheel 
enthusiast Harper told The Profile he 
also liked to do cartwheels while out

shopping, in the carpark and at the 
supermarket. When Harper found out 
millions of people had seen his cart-
wheel video, he said it felt good.

He told his friends and teachers at 
Goldfields School about it, and said 
his friends like the video too. The pop-
ularity of the video also landed him 
interviews on TVNZ’s One News and 
Seven Sharp. But it wasn’t Harper’s 
first time running the ball out for the 
Thames Valley Swamp Foxes.

Harper had the opportunity to run 
out with team mascot, Swampy, for 
his debut ball hand-over. However, 
Harper thought he was there for a dif-

ferent reason. “You thought you were 
playing, and I started yelling at you to 
get off the field,” Natasha said.

“Well, the reserves on the sideline 
were laughing at me, and they were 
like, ‘run on Mum, get on there and 
get him - he’s not coming off’.”

It was just a testament to the rela-
tionship Harper had with the Swamp 
Foxes because he thought he was 
running on to go and play with them, 
Natasha said. “That’s what they do 
when they go to Goldfields [School].

“They’re all mates, and they all play 
rugby together and touch, and all 
those types of things,” she said.

Internet sensation and 
proud Swamp Foxes fan, 
Harper Sandford.                        
Photo: JASON BARTLEY/BART’S 
RUGBY PHOTOGRAPHY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA The Swamp Foxes’ friendship 
with Goldfields School meant the 
rugby players visited the kids, shar-
ing their skills with the kids, running 
workshops, making and fixing things, 
Natasha said. Every year the Swamp 
Foxes auction off rugby jerseys to 
raise funds for the school, and this 
year’s auction raised $20,000.

In addition, Harper was invited to 
sign two special charity jerseys, rais-
ing a further $3000 for the school.

Natasha said generations of Swamp 
Foxes and supporters who came from 
such a small province meant “we’re 
all tied to someone”. In Harper’s case, 
his grandfather, Murray Butterworth, 
was a Swamp Fox from 1978 to 1980, 
Natasha said.

But aside from his interest in the 
Swamp Foxes, hanging out with 
friends and family, and playing bas-
ketball - Harper said one day he want-
ed to go to Las Vegas to see WWE.

Some of the moves Harper shared 
during the halftime video were from 
his favorite wrestling stars - Braun 
Strowman, Brock Lesnar, Hulk Hogan, 
and his crush, Rhea Ripley.

But Harper was also involved in 
another sport: Special Olympics pow-
erlifting, which he trains for once 
a week and has competed in a few 
tournaments. He’s currently training 
for the Special Olympics in Christch-
urch next year. 

Harper and his mum wanted to do 
was thank everyone who had sup-
ported Harper in giving him his five 
minutes of fame, they said. 

“We’ve really enjoyed it.”
DETAILS: To view the video, go to: 
Thames Valley Rugby Union on Face-
book and search: Harper Sandford.


