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Ram raid, theft at supermarket, P3
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Tasty Tasty 
TuesdaysTuesdays

Joseph Kaa, volunteer and chef prepares kai for Tasty 
Tuesday at the 305 Drop In Centre in Thames.  

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

This is Tasty Tuesday, a weekly com-
munity lunch hosted by the Living 

Well Trust. Several churches, including 
Equippers, the Baptist Church, the Catho-
lic Church and the Brethren Church, take 
turns cooking, serving and cleaning. To-
day the kitchen is staffed by the “305ers” 
- regular guests from the 305 Drop In Cen-
tre and adjacent food bank at at 305 Mary 
St, Thames. When I arrive, it’s already 
bustling, as people sign in and grab a glass 

of cordial. Kids play in the corner; others 
catch up at the tables. 

I tuck myself into a sofa next to Bubsy, 
who’s here with her four-year-old daugh-
ter. She’s a former meth user, she tells me, 
and she comes to the 305 because she feels 
comfortable here. 

“[Meth] kept me calm, but then I started 
realising that I was abusing it. So I came 
here. And a lot of the people that I seen 
here, they were people that I knew growing 

up as a kid,” she says. 
“No one’s judging no one.”
More than just a meal, Bubsy says it’s the 

community that keeps her coming back. 
“The biggest part of it is being around 

people that have hit rock bottom, and 
they’ve been through so many struggles. 
But for me, I can learn off those people. 
Just to help me be a better person because 
geez, I’m still growing.”

The benefits aren’t just for her. Bubsy’s 

daughter is gaining valuable social interac-
tion as well. 

“That’s the thing that I like about the 
old people,” Bubsy says, gesturing at Pat, a 
guest sitting at the tables. 

“They talk to us like we’re normal peo-
ple, you know? They don’t pity us. [And] 
my kids have got no grandparents alive.

“So they interact with these ones like with 
grandparents and I love it. It’s something

CONTINUED ON P2

At lunchtime on a Tuesday in September, At lunchtime on a Tuesday in September, 
reporter ALICE PARMINTER joins around reporter ALICE PARMINTER joins around 

40 people at the 305 Drop In Centre. 40 people at the 305 Drop In Centre. 
It’s a diverse group of locals: some are It’s a diverse group of locals: some are 

homeless, some are elderly, others have homeless, some are elderly, others have 
come with family. They’re all here for come with family. They’re all here for 

a warm meal and companionship, and a warm meal and companionship, and 
spirits are high. spirits are high. 
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12
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my baby’s missed out on. Yeah, they’re re-
ally cool, these people.”

For her part, Pat is happy to oblige. 
“If I didn’t come in, some days I wouldn’t 

see anyone,” she says.
“I rang my daughter one time, she said, 

‘What do you want, mum? I’m busy’.”
Across the room, people line up for food. 

Today’s menu includes devilled sausages 
with mashed potatoes, garlic bread, salad, 
and chocolate pudding. The kitchen is over-
seen by Joseph Kaa, a former chef at the 
Workingman’s Club and the Royal Oak Ho-
tel in Tapu, who is channelling his passion 
for food into volunteer work. 

Mel is one of the servers today; she’s also 
on the regular cooking roster. She’s been off 
meth and off the streets for five years now. 

“Everyone here has come from either 
rough sleeping or we’ve had times in our 
lives where we’ve struggled - it’s nice to give 
back,” she says.

Amanda Goldfinch from the Living Well 
Trust says Mel and several other regular 
guests are finding a purpose in the kitchen. 

“It was my idea actually to include the 305 
regular people to do the Tasty Tuesday be-
cause I just feel that there’s no reason why 
they can’t give back to the community,” she 
says. “That’s been really awesome, to see 
them contributing to stuff. It’s like there’s 
this little light bulb moment… They’re like, 
oh, well, we have a responsibility, and we 
have to take care of that and do it well.”

It’s a full house now, as the leftovers are 
bagged up and passed out. Numbers have 
grown at Tasty Tuesday in recent months, 
the trust says. And the number of distribut-
ed food parcels has nearly doubled this year 
- where the monthly average used to be 40, 
now the trust is handing out between 70 and 
90 parcels each month. 

The extra need coincides with a height-
ened public awareness of rough sleepers. 
Two meetings in June and July, hosted by 
Thames Coromandel District Council, dis-
cussed “issues surrounding rough sleeping 
in Thames”. The meetings were attended 
by various community and social service 
groups, along with council, community 
board and business association members 
and representatives from the Police, the 
Ministry of Social Development and Kainga 
Ora Thames. 

Several gaps were identified in support for 
rough sleepers, including a lack of accom-
modation, overnight shelter, work opportu-
nities, and facilities such as showers.

However, little has come from the meet-
ings so far. “Addressing the issues will 
require more funding and stronger co-

operation between government agencies, 
community organisations, and support 
services,” council community partnerships 
co-ordinator Helen Flynn says. 

“The meetings raised awareness about 
available support and strengthened rela-
tionships between agencies. A resource list 
with agency roles and contact details was 
also shared with those who attended.”

Thames Coromandel district councillor 
Martin Rodley says there’s also a balance 
council needs to strike, between providing 
services for those who need it and avoid-
ing making the district attractive for other 
rough sleepers to move here. 

“[And] as much as there are elected 
members who feel that yes, that is the role 
for council to be in that space, I think we’re 
just being mindful of financial constraints 
and what our new government actually 
thinks we should be doing.”

Some of Thames’ rough sleepers aren’t 
interested in help either, Martin says, not-
ing that several agencies are aware of some 
vulnerable people who don’t want support 
or housing. 

“There is a degree of people choosing a 
different lifestyle to what you and I would 
consider normal… and sometimes it was 
choices that they hadn’t made, around 
abuse [or] state care - there was just a 
whole range of factors going on.”

The Living Well Trust’s 2024 survey esti-

mates there are as many as 60 rough sleep-
ers in Thames, mostly aged in their 20s to 
50s. While three quarters of them are male, 
there’s an even split between Pākehā and 
Māori. 

But the trust says only 10 per cent of Tasty 
Tuesday’s guests are homeless. The rest are 
simply “people who are doing it tough”.

Back at the 305, things are winding up. I 
talk to Graeme as he runs the vacuum past 
my feet. “I want the public to know that 
it’s not just for people that are homeless 
and that are struggling. Anybody can come 
here,” he says. “[People] sort of look down 
at everybody here, whereas they should be 
looking up. Everybody’s getting fed, every-
body’s happy.”

“There’s such a diverse age group and liv-
ing circumstances,” Amanda adds. 

“We all just, you know, commune to-
gether.”
DETAILS: In addition to Tasty Tuesdays, the 
305 Drop In Centre is open Monday-Thursday, 
9am-12pm for free breakfast, tea and coffee. 
It’s a relaxing space to connect, relax and seek 
spiritual guidance. The centre also operates 
a food bank, open Monday-Thursday, 9am-
1:30pm. Contact The Living Well Trust, Ph 07 
868 6274, or visit livingwell.org.nz for more 
information or to donate. 

Tasty Tuesdays fill bellies and lift spirits
CONTINUED FROM P1

Tasty Tuesday is held at the Baptist Church in Thames.            File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU
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Ram raid, theft at Paeroa supermarket
A ram raid in the early hours 

of October 3 left a window 
shattered at Woolworths su-
permarket on Belmont Rd in 
Paeroa. 

The attack took place around 
2.25am, as a car crashed 
through a plate glass window 
between the Lotto counter and 
the checkouts. 

Police said they were making 
enquiries following the activa-

tion of the store alarm. 
“At around 2.25am, police 

were notified of a vehicle gain-
ing access to a store… 

“The alleged offenders then 
took a number of items from 
inside the store. It is not known 
what was exactly taken at this 
stage,” a police statement read. 

“The offenders then fled the 
area in two vehicles.”

Woolworths’ head office con-
firmed the break-in, and said 
the store would be open for 

business as usual. 
“We can confirm our Paeroa 

store was the target of a ram 
raid early this morning. 

“The store is open as usual 
today, with isolated damage to 
the front of the store which we 
are working to repair promptly. 

“Importantly, our team is 
safe and we are offering them 
support.”

By 9am on October 3, the 
window had been boarded up 
and cordoned off, and the su-

permarket was operating nor-
mally. Staff declined to com-
ment, but did confirm that no 
one was in the store or hurt 
during the incident. 
DETAILS: To report information 
relating to the ram raid, please 
contact police at 105.police.govt.
nz, or phone 105 or Crime Stop-
pers on 0800 555 111. Reference 
number P060162242.

A glass window is boarded up after an overnight ram raid at Woolworths in Paeroa on October 3.                                       Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

In Brief
EMBROIDERY EXHIBITION
The Thames Valley Embroiderers’ 
Guild will be holding its annual 
exhibition, The Art of Stitch, on 
October 31 - November 2, 10am-
3pm, and November 3 10am-
2pm at the Katikati Centre, 21 
Main Rd, Katikati. The exhibition 
will feature a gallery of needle-
work in a variety of traditional, 
modern and contemporary 
styles. Admittance by gold coin 
donation. 

PARKING AND TOILETS
The Thames Community Board 
approved a plan to create safer 
parking at Porritt Park at its 
September meeting. Accessible 
parallel car parking spaces are 
being planned alongside the 
playground’s public toilets. The 
board approved plans to build 
new public toilets at the Kōpū 
and Waikawau boat ramps. Work 
has begun and should be com-
pleted by June, 2025.

PINK RIBBON VOLUNTEERS
Breast Cancer Foundation NZ is 
seeking more volunteers for its 
Pink Ribbon Street Appeal. Thou-
sands of collectors will hit the 
streets on October 18-19 to raise 
funds for breast cancer research, 
education and patient support 
programmes. Chief executive 
Ah-Leen Rayner said funds raised 
through the appeal were vital to 
continue the charity’s work: “We 
don’t receive any government 
funding, so we rely entirely on 
the generosity of our incredible 
volunteers and donors to keep 
our life-saving programmes go-
ing.” To sign up for a two-hour 
collection shift, visit pinkribbon-
volunteer.org.nz.
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Students buckle up with new initiative
After seeing successful driv-

er training programmes 
throughout the district, a Hau-
raki School has developed a 
similar approach.

Hauraki Plains College has 
shifted into gear with the 
launch of a new driving initia-
tive called the Restricted Ready 
Programme.

Principal Sharon Moller 
said they first got the ball roll-
ing with the help of Julie Ste-
phensen at Gr8 Job Hauraki 
“connecting us” with a car to 
use from Valley Toyota.

“And then we were off.”
The school has eight students 

who are going through the pro-
gramme, and two on the wait-
ing list.

The driving sessions take 
place in Kōpū, Thames and 
around the Ngatea district.

“We are always on the look-
out for new volunteer coaches 
and are hoping to continue 
growing our numbers,” Mrs 
Moller said.

Driving instructor Corina 
Simpson said it was very re-
warding to help students with 
their training.

“Although I have taught my 
own two sons to drive, this has 
been a new experience for me 
to help other young drivers.

“I am only a few lessons in 
but it feels great to know you 
are helping young people be-

come safe drivers.”
Anyone who was a good driv-

er and felt they would be able 
to guide others to learn should 
“give it a go”, Corina said.

And for students who felt like 
they might need some extra 
guidance and more time driv-
ing, Corina said “definitely get 

involved”.
Sixteen-year-old student 

Amelia Austin was part of the 
driving programme and told 
The Profile it made her feel 
“more confident and prepared”.

Amelia was motivated to not 
only gain her restricted licence, 
but also develop her driving 

skills, she said.
She was doing “more prac-

tice” in areas like parallel park-
ing and three point turns with 
the support of her driving in-
structor, Corina.

The driving sessions were 
enjoyable because “we work to-
gether as a team”, she said.

HPC student Amelia Austin learns in the Restricted Ready driving programme.          Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA “Corina is so supportive, pa-
tient and has always provided 
more than enough resources 
and instructions for me to 
learn how I can drive to the 
best of my ability.”

When she was behind the 
wheel, Amelia liked to focus 
on a phrase that Corina taught 
her: Men In Black - Mirrors, 
Indicator, Brake. 

She said it was used to sym-
bolise checking the mirrors, 
using the indicator and then 
braking.

It’s easy to “go with the 
crowd”, follow friends and ap-
ply for your restricted licence 
on your own, she said.

“But if you are unsure about 
your driving skills or are nerv-
ous about certain aspects 
within the test, the Restricted 
Ready Programme can provide 
you with all the support you 
could possibly need.”

Turning up to the driving 
sessions with the right attitude 
and a willingness to learn “re-
ally goes a long way”, she said.

“The driving instructors that 
take time out of their own day 
to come and help you are lovely 
people that will go above and 
beyond to see you succeed.”

Mrs Moller wanted to say 
a huge thank you to Valley 
Toyota, Haurakian Charitable 
Trust, Townshend Thomas 
Charitable Community Trust, 
Gr8 Jobs Hauraki and the 
community volunteer coaches.

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Lil Henry puts on a new hat for charity
After capturing the attention 

of households across the 
motu with his first ever flatting 
experience, Henry Stilwell has 
set his sights on another crea-
tive venture.

Henry, who has delivered 
the Valley Profile in Ngatea for 
more than four years, was re-
cently  involved in a television 
series that’s currently stream-
ing on TVNZ+ called Four Go 
Flatting.

The series follows the lives 
of four young New Zealanders 
with intellectual disabilities as 
they experience a real-life tem-
porary flatting situation.

Twenty-two-year-old Henry, 
who has Williams Syndrome, 
said he felt like people didn’t 
understand the genetic disor-
der.

However, there was a par-
ticular part of the show that 
could offer insight into the ex-
periences of people with Wil-
liams Syndrome living with 
others, he said.

With five episodes currently 
out in the world, Henry told 
The Profile it felt awesome to 
see himself on TV.

So far Henry said he’d re-
ceived feedback from people 
telling him he was their favour-
ite, and the TV show was good.

Even a family friend of Hen-
ry’s, Amanda Fitzpatrick, said 
she absolutely loved the pro-

gramme. But the young televi-
sion star was interested in try-
ing on a new entrepreneurial 
hat with help from Amanda.

Henry, who also shares his 
life experiences with a fol-
lowing of around 40,000 on 
TikTok, has started selling Lil 
Henry caps and t-shirts.

A cartoon sketch of Henry 
features on the t-shirts and was 
created by Amanda’s brother, 
Pete McClelland.

Printed by Pete from Xper-
teez Total Image, the shirts 
are available in white, black or 
ecru (cream) and caps in navy/
green or pink. And for every t-

shirt sold, $1 will be donated 
to: www.williams-syndrome.
org.nz.

When asked about the fund-
raiser, Henry said: “I have been 
wanting to do it for a while”.

To support Henry and those 
affected by Williams Syn-
drome, contact Henry to pur-

chase Lil Henry merchandise.
And to catch Henry in the next 
episode of Four Go Flatting, 
tune in to TVNZ 1 next Monday 
at 7.30pm, or later on TVNZ+.
DETAILS: To order a Lil Henry t-
shirt or cap, email: stilly05@live.
com or text Henry on 022 171 
6537.

Henry delivers the Valley Profile in his Lil Henry t-shirt.                         Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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My name is Izzy and I am one of the 

Arts and Culture Student Leaders at 
Thames High School. I moved to Thames 
from Wellington at the beginning of last 
year. I was initially nervous and I wasn’t sure 
what to expect.

However, it wasn’t long before I found 
just how great this school can be. Coming 
from the city, I was apprehensive about how 
many opportunities there would be in such 
a relatively small school and town. 

On the contrary, I soon found that in a 
smaller pond, it is much easier to be no-
ticed, staff are much more personal and 
the school as a whole can focus on students 
as individuals much more than I’ve seen in 
larger schools. The school has pushed me to 
pursue what I enjoy and find a way to ex-
cel in those areas. In Wellington, I was too 
afraid to put myself out there musically but 
it’s thanks to Thames High School that music 
is now one of my NCEA subjects.

I sing in a band called Hazy and the Jays 
which is made up of other students here at 
Kura. The support that the band gets from 
the Music HoD Dr Voice is invaluable.

We are offered so many opportunities to 
perform. To date we have performed at the 
opening of Porritt Park, the school’s Matari-
ki Celebration, we visited CFM a few times 
to perform live on air which was organised 
by our teacher and on August 23, we per-
formed at the beautiful St George’s Church 
as part of the music department’s showcase. 
The event was hosted by MC Pyper Liddell, 
with occasional help from her brother, Head 
Student Koen Liddell. Everyone did so well.

It was great that we had some male vocal-
ists join our singing ensemble this year and I 

Band to raise funds for foodbank
ADVERTISING FEATURE

A highlight for me this year was 
when my geography class took a 

school trip to Rotorua to study the 
geothermal activity, volcanic land-
scapes, and cultural significance of 
the region, including its hot springs, 
geysers, and Māori heritage.

Our trip to Rotorua was packed 
with fun and adventure. We experi-
enced a variety of activities, includ-
ing Duck tours, a walk among the 
towering redwoods, a fascinating 
talk about the museum, five thrilling 
rides on the luge, and a tour of the 
Whakarewarewa Village where we 
witnessed the geysers in action. 

We also enjoyed a scenic ride on 
the gondola. When we arrived at the 
hotel, we were treated to private 

cave spas with waterfalls and jets and 
access to an outdoor heated pool, 
which we all made the most of. 

After a delicious pizza dinner, we 
took a shopping trip to Kmart that 
may have left our wallets a bit lighter.

We started our day with a luxuri-
ous all-you-can-eat buffet breakfast 
the next morning.

This trip was not only a chance to 
have fun but also an opportunity to 
explore and learn more about Roto-
rua and its rich history. 

I had an amazing time and would 
highly recommend taking geography 
next year so you can experience this 
trip too.

By Kaiarataki Taiao-a-kura/Envi-
ronment Student Leader Caitlin Jones

Ngā mihi o Matariki, te tau hou Māori. Matariki is 
a time to remember the past; to celebrate with 

loved ones; honouring those who have passed and 
look to the future.

Including Matariki themes in our school curricu-
lum has been a feature since 2022, and this year was 
no exception, with learning areas having topics in 
the lead-up to Matariki.

It was brilliant that this year we were able to rec-
ognise Matariki with a hāngi feast, evening perfor-
mances and fire sculpture.

A big thank you to everyone involved – planning, 
contributing time, donating, preparing and cooking 
kai (food), and to whānau and members of our com-
munity who were able to join us on June 27.

Special thanks to the team of taiohi who dug the 
hāngi pit, and to Wayne Whitney, Charles Corey, 
Shannon Paki, Triff, John and the Rev’d Brendan 
Wilkinson who joined from 3.30am on Thursday to 
start the fire and prepare the umu (earth oven) to 
cook our kai. 

Another special thanks to Te Kura Tuatahi o Te 
Kauaeranga (Thames South School) for their gener-
ous lending of the irons, sacking and sheets for the 
umu.

The iron food baskets for the hāngi were made 
possible by a grant from The Seagull Centre in 2023.

We will look to build further on these events as we 
honour Mātauranga Māori (Māori knowledge and 
understanding).

Manukura Maori Student Leaders Waimaarie 

By Thames High School Principal/Tumuaki Michael Hart

Mānawatia a Matariki

Geography trip to Rotorua

Reynolds-Kokiri and Harris Elliot-Hogg were helping 
on the day and said this of their experience: “It was 
an early start that’s for sure but it was so awesome 
to see how the kura got together to get the mahi 
done”.

Harris said: “the best part of the day (after eating 
the kai) was when everyone was practicing their fire 
juggling in the dark while we waited for the kai to 
cook”.

“I also had fun on stage with my band performing 
for the families that came along during the evening.”

think that will show younger male students 
who may be interested in joining that it’s 
cool to sing. Together we sang Hallelujah 
and I think we sounded awesome.

I performed a solo and also sang with the 
band. It was a fun afternoon.

I think everyone did really well consider-
ing a lot of us were sick with the cold.

I would also like to thank the Thames Mu-
sic Group for hosting us. Our music Kaiako, 
Dr. Voice, expressed her immense pride in 
us and thanked her amazing team of music 
teachers but I would like to thank them also.

A big highlight for me was competing with 
the band in the Waikato Regional Smokefree 
Rockquest earlier this year, we got to the fi-
nal heat and won the APRA lyric award and 
we were delighted to be featured in an arti-
cle in the Valley Profile about it.

What the band is looking forward to now, 
is that we will be playing at the Thames Bap-
tist Church to raise funds for the Thames 
Community Food Bank on Friday, October 
11 at 7 pm. Tickets are door sale only $15 
with doors opening at 6:15 pm. See you 
there. 

- By Arts and Culture Student Leader/Kai-
arataki Tikanga-ā-iwi Izzy Fitzsimmons

The Anzac Parade was one of the first 
official events that the group of 2024 
Student Leaders were involved with.

As one of the Head Students, I was 
proud to represent our Kura.

On the day I noticed that Thames 
High School students were repre-
senting lots of different clubs from 
Thames. I saw students representing 
the St John Volunteers and the Air 
Cadets.

Year 11 student Joe Hayward 
represented the Air Cadets and was 
selected to lower the flag. This is an 
excerpt from the speech that I pre-
sented on the day.

“It is a great honour to speak 
and stand here today on behalf of 
Thames High School to commemo-
rate the many male and female vet-

erans, Māori Battalions and animals, 
who fought and defended our coun-
try and gave their lives to protect 
ours and the future ones to come.

“We reflect on the ageless values 
of duty, honour, and comradeship 
that define us.

“The ANZAC heritage has been 
written into the fabric of our identity 
throughout history, reminding us 
of how much we owe to those who 
fought for our freedoms selflessly.

“As we stand here today, let us 
honour their memory and settle to 
uphold the principles for which they 
fought, ensuring that the candle of 
remembrance burns brightly for fu-
ture generations.”

- By Head Student/Manuarataki-a-
kura Cassandra Williams

On Wednesday May 1, I was hon-
oured to visit the Devonport Naval 

Base in Auckland with other students 
from Rototuna, Bream Bay, and sur-
rounding schools. 

The experience was both eye-open-
ing and inspiring. We were greeted 
by recruiters who guided us around 
the base. We saw the impressive HM-
NZS Aotearoa, Te Mana, and Te Kaha 
docked in the harbour and witnessed 
HMNZS Manawanui departing for 
Antarctica. Touring the Officer Train-
ing Grounds and Parade Deck gave us 
insight into the rigorous training Navy 
officers undergo. Listening to role co-
ordinators was a highlight.

We learned about mine clearance 
divers and hydrographic surveyors, 
whose work is crucial for safe naviga-
tion. Their stories were both informa-
tive and inspiring.

The day concluded with a fun game 
of dodgeball in the Navy gymnasium, 
followed by an end talk where we could 
ask questions about Navy life. Overall, 
the visit was incredible. It opened my 
eyes to the opportunities in the Navy 
and sparked a potential interest in a fu-
ture career there.

- By Arts and Culture Student Lead-
er/Kaiarataki Tikanga-ā-iwi TJ Judd

Students represent kura on Anzac Day
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RT HONWINSTON PETERS
PUBLIC MEETING
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Distinction Hotel
100 Garnett Avenue
Hamilton
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Scott Simpson
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Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Summer isSSSuuummmmmmeeerrr iiisss
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• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art
• MASKS• Handbags & Accessories

• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads
• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

Bringing the past to life at museum open day
Thames Museum patrons may 

feel like they’ve stepped back 
in time on October 12, as the 
museum society hosts a military-
themed open day. 

Museum staff will be joined by 
members of the WWII Historical 
Reenactment Society for an in-
teractive display featuring people 
in American, German and Kiwi 
military outfits, displays of origi-
nal and replica war memorabilia, 
and a historical vehicle or two. In-
side the museum visitors will find 
World War I-era nurses, and dis-
plays on animals at war and con-
scientious objectors. 

There will be a sausage sizzle, 
raffles, and of course plenty of his-
tory and local knowledge to soak 
in. 

Reenactment society president 
Philip Hobbs, or Hobbsy as he 
prefers to be known, said the club 
was thrilled to be involved with 
the event. 

“I saw an article about the 
Thames Museum post-Covid 
struggling to pay the power bill, 
and it struck a chord,” he said. 

“Museums like Thames are vi-
tal for New Zealand’s story, really. 
They carry a lot of information. So 
I thought we can probably help 
these guys.”

Hobbsy said the club’s aim was 
to keep the stories of war in the 
public’s mind; not to glamorise 
them, but to ensure the memories 
of the past were not forgotten. 

“We need to learn from it, but 
remember the people that sacri-
ficed a lot for it as well,” he said. 

“And I was impressed with what 
they’ve got. So to me, it would be 
a shame to see something like that 
lost.”

The club’s members will be rep-
resenting four different units: a 
German unit based on elite para-
troopers from the Battle of Crete; 
American soldiers from the 82nd 
Airborne unit; Kiwi fighters from 

the 21st Battalion, a troop which 
fought throughout Egypt, Greece 
and Italy; and a Home Front unit 
portraying the home guard and 
medical side of New Zealand’s war 
effort. 

Hobbsy will be there too, with 
the Home Guard. 

“I grew up with a family connec-
tion with World War II and World 

War I. I’d come home from school 
and go and play war outside. So I 
grew up with an interest in the mil-
itary. [Now] when I put a uniform 
on… I’ve got a different persona,” 
he said. 

We encourage people to bring 
along stories of their family con-
nection or any item they might 
have or whatever. And I like talk-

Military reenactors will be bringing the past to life at Thames museum’s open day.         Photos: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ing to kids and encouraging them 
to go home and find their own 
family history.”

Museum society chair Carolyn 
McKenzie said the fundraising 
open day was a chance to com-
memorate and learn about the 
past, as well as supporting the 
work the museum does.

“Everything that we make on 
the day will be reinvested in the 
museum,” she said. 

“We hope that a lot of people 
will come along, especially as it’s 
school holidays. And of course, 
we’re very, very grateful to every-
body who has helped - the reenac-
tors themselves and Pak n Save, 
the Valley Profile and the radio 
stations. Everybody has been very 
supportive.”
DETAILS: Thames Museum Military 
Open Day, October 12, 9am-2pm on 
the corner of Pollen St and Cochrane 
St. Entry by donation. 
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Missing Dog - Lucy - Horrell Road - Morrinsville
10:30am Saturday 28 Sept 2024

Missing elderly dog called Lucy. She’s deaf and can’t see
very well. She needs medication.

Went missing from her home around 10:30am Saturday 28
Sept 2024 in Horrell Road, Morrinsville, Waikato.

She might have been picked up by a concerned passerby.
She was wearing a grey dog jacket (as per middle photo)

when she went missing.
Registered and microchipped.

Please call 0278789606 or 02041717634 --- 24/7
If you have any information.
Please help us find her.

We cannot do it alone and need your help!

***REWARD***
FOR INFORMATION

LEADING TO HER RETURN
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For more information
powerco.co.nz/helicopter

Do you have livestock
or animals?
In October we’ll be using a low-flying helicopter in the Coromandel, Hauraki,
and Matamata-Piako areas to inspect our power poles. This allows us to find
and fix any problems and help keep your lights on.

If you’re worried the helicopteeeerrrr mmmmmmmmiiiiigggggghhhhhtttt ddddddiiiiisssssstttttuuuuuuurrrrbbbbbbbbbb yyyyyyyooooooouuuuurrrr lllliiiivvvveeeesssstoooooccccckkkkkk, aaaaannnnnnnnniiiiimmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaalllllsssss ooooor aaaaannnnnnnn
upcoming event, please visit ppppppoooooowwwwwwwwweeeeeeerrrrrrrrccccccoooooo....ccccccoooooo.nnnnnnnzzzzzzzz//////////hhhhhhheeeeeeeeeelllllliiiiiiccccccoooooooppppppppttttttteeeeerrrrrrr oooooorrrrrr ssssssscccccaaaaaaaannnnnn tttthhhhhheeeee QQQQQRRRRRRR cccccccooooooooddddddddddddeeeeeeeeee tttttttooooooo
see when we’ll be in your area...

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Community patrol screws with Thames thieves

The Thames Community Pa-
trol is holding a fundraising 

event aimed at preventing peo-
ple from becoming victims of 
licence plate theft.

The “Safer Plates” event, tak-
ing place on October 12, will 
see patrol members replacing 
regular licence plate screws 
with specialty screws, which re-
quire a special tool to remove.

“An ordinary screwdriver or 
battery screwdriver won’t un-
screw it. It won’t guarantee that 
they don’t get stolen but it’s a 
deterrent,” patrol member Di-
anne Leather said. 

“Stolen number plates is big - 
[thieves] use them to put them 
on cars and swap them around 
so it makes it a lot harder to 
track them down.”

Anyone with a vehicle can get 
their screws replaced, Dianne 
said, and for only $10, it will 
provide peace of mind - while 
also offering financial support 
to the patrol.

The licence plate event is a 
first for the Thames patrol. 

Dianne said the money raised 
will go towards running costs 
for the patrol, including petrol. 
They will also be holding regu-
lar sausage sizzles outside Pak 
n Save as summer approaches. 

“We have to raise our own 
funds. And that’s the hardest 
thing.”

The Thames Community Pa-
trol is made up of around 14 
members, who spend several 
nights a week driving around 
business and residential areas 
between Tararu and Kōpū. 

In their official car and armed 
with a police radio, they act as 
an extra set of eyes and ears for 

local officers. 
“We want to do something for 

the community, and help keep 
it safe. [But] we’re not police 
so you stay safe in your car and 
just report anything back to the 
police to follow up.”

Dianne said the patrol was al-
ways looking for new members.

It was a minimal time com-
mitment, she said, with mem-
bers only needing to take on 
one or two shifts a month. 

Shifts are around 3-4 hours, 
and times vary but there are 
usually around three patrols a 
week. 
DETAILS: Safer Plates, October 

12, 10am-2pm, Goldfields Mall 
carpark. $10 per vehicle. Anyone 
interested in joining the Thames 
Community Patrol, contact Grae-
me Wood 027 417 8224 or Dianne 
Leather 027 234 5845. 

The Thames Community Patrol are making it harder for thieves to target licence plates with their fundraiser event.                       Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ
PH | 027 2850349

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA
3503 NEW ZEALAND

PROVEN
RELIABILITY

STARTING FROM

69,995.00$

+GST

QVX36 FEL FITTED

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

45 Reta Crescent, Kerepehi

forecast sitting at $8.09 per kg/
MS, while the forecast average 
payout received has increased to 
$8.84 per kg/MS.

“We have seen farm working ex-
penses increase slightly, driven by 
increases in key operational areas 
such as electricity, irrigation, wag-
es, and repair and maintenance 
costs. Although the reduction in 

interest and increase in farmgate 
milk price significantly outweigh 
these minor increases, improving 
the overall financial position of 
most farmers,” Mark said.

With a lot of attention around 
the interest rate changes in recent 
months, the September quarterly 
update of the Econ Tracker pro-
vides a deeper analysis into what 

interest rate changes and timings 
could mean for dairy farmers this 
season.

“The alternative scenarios we 
explore show how the timing of 
interest rate reductions can influ-
ence the discretionary cash posi-
tion of farmers. We see clearly that 
earlier rate cuts would result in 
greater cost savings and a stronger 

DairyNZ tracker: Farms nearly back in black
The outlook for dairy farms this 

season is better than anticipat-
ed, according to the latest Dair-
yNZ Econ Tracker update.

DairyNZ head of economics 
Mark Storey said in the previous 
June, 2024, Econ Tracker forecast 
update, DairyNZ predicted a rela-
tively challenging season ahead 
due to high expenses, however, 
conditions seem to be improving.  

“In the past few weeks, we have 
seen the combination of declining 
interest rates, and improved farm-
gate milk prices, which creates a 
more favourable outlook for New 
Zealand dairy farmers,” he said.

“These changes are likely to 
provide dairy farmers with greater 
financial flexibility than initially 
projected for the 2024-25 season.”

Prior to these announcements, 
DairyNZ’s latest Farmer Percep-
tions survey already showed most 
farmers feel confident in the fi-
nancial sustainability of their 
business, with 60 per cent feeling 
very confident, while only 10 per 
cent feel less confident.

“Many farmers will continue to 
feel relief following these recent 
announcements on the farmgate 
milk price and interest rates, hav-
ing experienced several seasons 
with tight profit margins. Al-
though, there is still a slight cash 
deficit on average for dairy farms 
which reflects that interest costs 
are still high.”

When considering these chang-
es, DairyNZ’s latest farm finan-
cial forecast on the Econ Tracker 
shows the national breakeven 

cash position, compared to reduc-
tions made later in the season,” 
says Mark.

“For example, if the interest rate 
drops from 8.25 per cent to 7.50 
per cent by December, 2024, com-
pared to dropping to 7.50 per cent 
by March, 2025, it would improve 
the cash position of the average 
farmer by $5675 for the current 
season, relative to the alternative 
(three months later) scenario.”

This scenario analysis provides 
some insight into what interest 
rate cuts could mean for the re-
mainder of the 2024-25 season 
but were not to be relied on, he 
said. 

“The improved liquidity from 
improved interest rates and ex-
pected farmgate milk prices can 
be used to address deferred pay-
ments from the previous season, 
such as repair and maintenance 
costs, or to pay down short-term 
debts, ultimately contributing to 
a more stable and sustainable fi-
nancial outlook.”

The Econ Tracker uses the most 
recent DairyBase and other sector 
data to form the forecasts which 
are updated quarterly. It is used to 
support farmers and the sector to 
progress a positive future, includ-
ing supporting DairyNZ’s science, 
research and development work 
alongside farmers.

Farmers and rural professionals 
can use this tool to help with fi-
nancial planning, forecasting, and 
budgeting.
DETAILS: The Econ Tracker can be ac-
cessed at dairynz.co.nz/econtracker.
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reason given by landowners to 
delaying work relates to lower 
discretionary farm income, result-
ing from a combination of poor 
returns, high ‘farm gate’ inflation 
and increases in debt-servicing 
costs. In addition, there is now 
regulatory uncertainty for land-
owners relating to freshwater and 
greenhouse gas emission require-
ments and the functioning of the 
emissions trading scheme.”

Hauraki Coromandel catch-

ments manager Emily O’Donnell 
said she encouraged landowners 
and land managers to take advan-
tage of current funding opportuni-
ties available. 

“We have skilled catchment 
management officers covering 
all of our region who can provide 
advice and information specific to 
your property,” O’Donnell said.

“In many cases, the funding to 
support this work is only avail-
able within a certain time frame, 

so don’t miss out: give one of our 
team a call today and see if your 
project qualifies for funding.”

Waikato Regional Council un-
dertakes river and catchment 
planning and management activi-
ties within zones based on catch-
ment boundaries.

The council’s catchment pro-
grammes deliver restoration 
works, including soil erosion con-
trol and prevention, river manage-
ment work, riparian protection 

Landowners retire 940ha, plant 450k trees
Despite rising farm expenses 

and reduced profit margins, 
landowners still worked with 
Waikato Regional Council to un-
dertake voluntary environmental 
action on a total of 296 properties 
across the region in 2023-24.

At the council’s Integrated 
Catchment Management Com-
mittee meeting recently, Waikato 
West Coast catchments manager 
Grant Blackie told councillors 
that landowners had collectively 
completed nearly 150 kilome-
tres of fencing, planted nearly 
450,000 plants and retired nearly 
940 hectares of land.

This included 21km of new 
fencing in the Coromandel area, 
protecting 18km of streambank, 
with 35,638 native plants planted 
on 57ha of retired land.

“That’s a pretty significant 
amount of work in these trying 
circumstances,” said Blackie, 
whose report to the commit-
tee noted a marked reduction in 
landowner uptake of incentivised 
catchment work compared to pre-
vious years, even with high levels 
of funding on offer by the council, 
Waikato River Authority and the 
Ministry for Primary Industries.

In comparison, but with higher 
levels of funding, in 2022-23 the 
council worked with 341 land-
owners in 2022-23 to retire 1726 
hectares of land, plant 950,000 
native trees and protect 137 kilo-
metres of waterways.  

The report to the committee 
says: “Despite an excellent grass 
growing year, the most common 

The has been 21km of new fencing in the Coromandel area, protecting 18km of streambank, with 35,638 
native plants planted on 57ha of retired land.                           File Photo: SUPPLIED

through fencing and planting, 
lake and wetland protection and 
enhancement and bush fragment 
protection.

This voluntary catchment and 
river restoration work is funded 
in different ways throughout the 
region, with funding coming from 
rates and/or by the council apply-
ing for funding for various work 
programmes from other organi-
sations.

In 2023-24, the council also 
received significant co-funding 
for river management work from 
the government in response to the 
impact of Cyclone Gabrielle and 
other widespread North Island 
weather events.

The amount of funding avail-
able to landowners depends on 
whether landowners are in an 
identified priority catchment and 
whether the council has secured 
additional funding for work pro-
grammes outside business as 
usual.

Funding ranges from 35 per 
cent of costs to 80 per cent, de-
pending on the location, type of 
work and funding available, and 
landowners are able to use their 
labour and materials contribu-
tions as work in kind.

A seven-year summary of 
catchment restoration activities 
has shown the council has worked 
with landowners and iwi to com-
plete almost 1600 kilometres of 
fencing, retiring 8442 hectares 
of riparian or erosion prone land 
and planting over 4.5 million 
plants.
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SAVE 
$750

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS142TXD
42” cut, V-Twin Kawasaki engine, pedal operated
hydrostatic transmission, auto locking differential.

Offers valid while
stocks last.

$7,990 RRP

$6,990

TS142T
42” Deck, Hydrostatic
Transmission, 25hp Husqvarna
Series V-Twin Engine

$6,990 RRP

$6,240

SAVE
$1000

Limited numbers
SPRING SPECIAL

*24 months interest free is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) for in-store
purchases only until 31/12/2024. Min spend $3,490. Lending criteria, $50 annual
Account Fee, fees Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF
transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments
of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required
throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not
fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Q Mastercard or Q
Card Standard Interest Rate (28.95% p.a.) applies at the end of LTF Interest Free
Period. Rates and fees subject to change. Columbus Financial Services Limited and
Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer
and these T&Cs at any time without notice. Valid 01/09/2024 - 31/12/2024.

Q CARD
24 MONTHS
INTEREST
FREE* Industrial supply

specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Death highlights need for doctor on Plains
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

When Mary Ann Glasgow fell 
over one of her children’s 

bicycles at her Kaihere home in 
late July, 1918, it seemed a minor 
matter. But two weeks later the 
41-year-old suddenly took ill and 
her condition seemed connected 
to the fall.

Her husband of 13 years, James, 
a farmer, asked their neighbour 
Mrs Wallace to look after her. 
During the day Mary Ann deterio-
rated and Mrs Wallace said they 
should consult a doctor.

James telephoned Dr Derrick 
who asked if it were possible to 
bring Mary Ann to Thames but 
James said it was not. The doc-
tor went up to Kaihere the next 
morning by launch, arriving at 
about 1:30pm. 

He found it necessary to per-
form an operation. Mary Ann was 
anaesthetised with chloroform 
and the surgery carried out but 
as she came out of the anaesthetic 
Mary Ann collapsed.

Dr Derrick applied artificial res-
piration but her heart failed. She 
left motherless two children aged 
12 and six. At the inquest, held at 
the Magistrate’s Court, Thames, 
Doctors Derrick and Lapraik said 
death was due to collapse and fail-

River boats at the Kaihere Landing, 1922.                                      Photo: SUPPLIED

ure of respiration.
The tragedy highlighted the 

need for a resident doctor on 
the Hauraki Plains. Paeroa and 
Thames were the nearest places 
where medical aid could be se-
cured from. Thames Hospital 
could not be reached in less than 
two or three hours at least, either 
by launch or car. In urgent cases 
the anxiety of relatives could well 
be imagined. 

Finding a doctor for the Plains 
required an organisation or num-
ber of people who could guarantee 
his remuneration. Where a resi-
dent doctor should live was also 
an issue. Some said Ngatea, oth-
ers Turua, and others Kerepēhi. 
Ngātea was considered the most 
central, as the Patetonga and 
Kaihere districts needed cater-
ing for, and were in a worse posi-
tion than Turua or Ngātea, being 
further away from Paeroa and 

Thames. Turua, with its deep wa-
ter, closeness to Thames and the 
railway, was the favoured location. 
From there a doctor could easily 
get supplies and assistance.

By March, 1922, a number of 
guarantors were finally able to se-
cure a doctor for the Plains. 

Dr David Bathgate, in accept-
ing the position, said as Turua 
was the most populated portion 
of the Plains, and had the best 
telephone service, it was there he 
would reside. 

He did not wish to blow his own 
trumpet but asked to give an out-
line of his experience he said he 
had practiced in the South Island.

He had since been relieving doc-
tor at the Otorohanga and Waihī 
Hospitals, and was to do a short 
stint of a fortnight at Thames 
Hospital before commencing his 
Plains practice. 

He would do his best to meet 

the requirements of the whole of 
the Hauraki Plains. Asked if he 
would take maternity cases, Dr 
Bathgate replied that he had had 
to attend those cases in Denniston 
as the nearest other doctor there 
was 61 miles away. He would, 
therefore, handle such cases on 
the Plains. 

The guarantors were of the 
opinion that if the doctor was 
good enough to take charge of 
the Thames Hospital he was good 
enough for Turua. He had been 
the only applicant, and proved to 
be ambitious and capable.

With the arrival of a doctor the 
challenges of Plains medical care 
were somewhat relieved but diffi-
culties and tragedies still occurred.

Mary Ann was buried at Short-
land cemetery, Thames, where 
eight years later her husband 
James, 50, joined her, having died 
in Thames Hospital.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. The deepest human-made 
hole on earth, known as Kola 
Superdeep, is in which country? 
a) USA, b) Russia or c) Egypt?
2. Who painted the famous 
painting known as The Scream?
3. Which country has won the 
most FIFA World Cup titles since 
the competition began in 1930?
4. What does ELO stand for when 
referring to the English rock 
band? 
5. Since 1988, the US state of 
New York has voted for which 
political party? Republican or 
Democrat?
6. Gala, fuji and braeburn are all 
varieties of which fruit?
7. Singultus is the medical term 
used to refer to: a) hiccups, b) 
tummy rumbles, or c) shivers?
8. Musician and singer Jack 
White, began in the band The 
Upholsterers, before forming 
which rock duo?
9. Francis, Reese, Malcolm, 
Dewey, and Jamie are the names 
of the brothers in which US TV 
comedy series?
10. Does the term inflammable 
mean something that is easily set 
on fire, or difficult to set on fire?

Answers: 1. b) Russia; 2. Edvard Munch; 
3. Brazil (5); 4. Electric Light Orchestra; 5. 
Democrat; 6. Apple; 7. a) Hiccups; 8. The 
White Stripes; 9. Malcolm in the Middle; 
10. Easy to set on fire. 

Recently we 
had a young 

mum jump up at 
church to say a 
heart felt thanks 

to her church family. 
She had been through some 

major health complications and 
was feeling absolutely at the 
end of her rope. It was too hard; 
things were piling up and she 
was emotionally wrecked.

It may not be a health issue, but 
I am sure you know the feeling.

And yet on this particular 
Sunday, while still nursing the 
wounds of recent operations, 
she jumped up to celebrate those 
who had supported her, both 
those who knew of her struggle, 
and those who simply reached 
out because she was on their 
‘heart’, completely unaware of 
her situation.

And it got me thinking about 
community and the power of 
it when done well. I have seen 
people absolutely transformed. I 
remember a lady who was strug-
gling with addictions and a fam-
ily that was falling apart. 

She showed up out of a sense of 
desperation for support. 

What she discovered instead 
was a family. One that she could 
turn to whenever things got bad.

Within a matter of months she 
was working, healthier, fitter, 
and glowing with fresh hope for 
her future.

See, the people we surround 
ourselves with are often a direct 
reflection of who we are becom-
ing. We begin to talk like them, 
act like them, and think like 
them. It’s part of how we are 
wired.

In our Res-Kids programme, 

we ask students to consider this 
very thing. As we have explored 
resilience and wellbeing, we in-
vite them to think about how 
they can build on and grow their 
learning. 

Maybe it looks like joining 
St John Youth (first aid), the 
Scouts, a sports team, a local 
youth group, or volunteering at 
KVCC. The idea is simple, find a 
group of people that reflects the 
kind of person you want to be, 
and join them.

And so, as we face an epidemic 
of loneliness, where we connect 
online, and yet feel more alone 

than ever, maybe it is time to look 
in and look out. If you are feeling 
isolated, as a family or an indi-
vidual, maybe its time to explore 
the groups in your community 
and join one that reflects the kind 
of person you want to be.

We are a reflection of what surrounds us
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.
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Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.crystals, fairies, dragons and more...

A little bit of something for everyone.
11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa

027 486 5680

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Student builds connections in Shanghai
Sean Todd’s recent exchange 

trip to the Jiading district 
of Shanghai was about build-
ing connections and learning 
about different cultures.

The Waihī College year 12 
student attended the 2024 
Jiading International Youth 
Friendship Camp in July. 

He told The Profile the most 
significant part of his trip was 
“just seeing how different life 
was for other people”.

“It was incredible to see their 
way of life and how it com-
pared to what we do here in 
New Zealand,” he said.

Sean wasn’t expecting to go 
to China until a week before his 
departure date.

Sean’s trip was funded by the 
Hauraki District Council Sister 
Cities fund.

The camp is part of the Sis-
ter City relationship between 
Hauraki District Council and 
the Jiading District.

“It is because of them that I 
got this opportunity to go.”

Sean said he was able to learn 
some basic greetings before he 
left the country.

“Being there gave me an op-
portunity to learn some new 
words and phrases that I could 
use while over there.”

He said that learning about 
other cultures “helps us under-
stand” and connect with others 
better.

“It opens our minds to new 
ideas, and improves how we 
communicate with different 
people.”

It “helps us see the world” 
from different perspectives, he 
said.

Sean was part of a group of 
students from Germany, Ja-

pan, Korea and New Zealand.
“On the first day, we had an 

introduction ceremony where 
we all came up and spoke about 
ourselves and where we were 
from.”

Sean said it was cool be-
ing able to tell everyone about 
Waihī, the history of the town, 

the gold mining, and also things 
he liked to do for fun.

He “stayed connected” to 
friends he made on the trip as 
they ended up creating a group 
chat to keep up with one anoth-
er, he said.

One important thing Sean 
said he learnt in Jiading was 

Waihī College student Sean Todd, centre, on exchange in China.                  Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

“being open to trying new 
things”.

“Every single day I had to 
push my boundaries, common-
ly in the form [of] new foods 
such as jellyfish or liver with a 
jelly coating.”

If Sean had the opportunity 
to go back again, he said he 
would be interested in learning 
more of the traditional crafts 
and activities.

“I really enjoyed learning 
about the traditional metal-
working and also the grass 
weaving.”

Sean said he would tell any 
students who wanted to be in-
volved in the exchange to “real-
ly look around” and appreciate 
everything you see or try.

“It really is a unique experi-
ence that you may never get to 
have again.”

Sean Todd, with Suhyeon Park.

SPORTS REPORTS
Kerepehi Bowls’ second summer 
tournament on September 29 saw 
a full muster, until one last-minute 
cancellation, reducing the num-
ber of teams to 17 and requiring 
a bye again.
There were quite a few closely 
contested games with the odd 
thrashing, but all played with quite 
a happy attitude as is usual, with 
Kopu Engineering sponsoring the 
day and several teams supplied 
by them. Winners: 1st 4 wins 10 
points 24 ends (Kerepehi) Colin, 
Jason, Gilbert, Henri; 2nd 3.5 wins 
23 points 29 ends (Kerepehi) Ar-
chie, Jill, Dave, John; 3rd 3.5 wins 
23 points 22 ends (Thames) War-
ren Tritt, Butcher, Suzie, Delwyn.
Coming up on October 20, Hud-

son families Opt 4s; November 
17, Murray Fisher Memorial In-
vitation Opt 4s (1 non bowler), 
December  15, Christmas Hams 
(Pak n Save/Linn Motors). Busi-
ness House bowls starts again 
October 3 to early December, 
well done Andy. The club is tri-
aling  fortnightly Friday Rollup 
and meal nights on the following 
dates: October 11, 25, November 
8, 22,  December 6. A nominal $2 
entry, 1st game 3-4pm; 2nd game 
4.30-6pm, meals available off 
menu $10. Coaching available and 
bowls also. Come and meet some 
of the other new members of the 
Kerepehi community at the same 
time. Club 07 867 6897, Pres Lor-
raine 021 255 4527. Club champs 
get under way during November. 
Good Bowling to all.     - Terry King

BOWLS

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Kerepehi Bowling Club’s September 29 winners, left, with second and third placegetters.    Photos: SUPPLIED
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we ve got youwe’ve got
Thames,

ve got you
covered

FLOORING URTAINS LINDSC BL

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891

E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com
w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

Make every day beautiful with
Flowers on Pollen’s curated

collection of giftware,
homeware, seasonal cut
flowers, arrangements

and plants.

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

flooringdesign.co.nz

DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all!

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space

Styling your space for spring and 
summer is a great way to bring 

freshness and vibrancy into your 
home.

Start by decluttering - clear out 
items that no longer serve you or 
bring joy.

This not only creates a sense 
of openness but also allows your 
favorite pieces to shine. Consider 
donating or recycling what you no 
longer need, making room for new 
possibilities.

Once your space is decluttered, 
focus on lightening up your decor.

Swap heavy blankets and dark 
pillows for lighter fabrics in cheerful 
colors.

Soft pastels, crisp whites, and 
bright accents can evoke the 
essence of spring and summer, 
creating an inviting atmosphere.

Incorporate natural elements, like 
fresh flowers or potted plants, to 
breathe life into your rooms. Their 
vibrant colors and textures add a 
touch of nature and help purify the 
air, enhancing the overall mood.

Rearranging furniture can also 

Create fresh spaces for spring
Soft pastels, crisp whites, and bright accents can evoke the essence of spring and summer.           File Photos

refresh your space.
Create cozy nooks for reading 

or relaxing, and consider bringing 
outdoor furniture inside to blur 
the lines between indoors and 
outdoors.

Accessorize with seasonal decor—
think airy textiles, colorful art, or 
beach-inspired items that remind 

you of sunny days.
Finally, let in as much natural 

light as possible; open windows 
and draw back curtains to invite the 
warmth of the sun.

With these simple changes, your 
home will feel renewed, ready to 
embrace the beauty of spring and 
the joys of summer.

Start by decluttering - clear out items that no longer serve you or bring joy.

Join our monthly 
Style Your Space 
page and receive 
a feature article 

about your business 
and a listing on the 

Coromandel App
Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

ADVERTISING FEATURE



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90/cube - Gum $135/cube

FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Ends December 20

Ph: 0800 7754 6827 / 022 427 1618
splintasfirewood

firewood

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician electrician

civil construction

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 9, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 15

Firstly, a big thank you to all the happy 
customers in Ngatea, Paeroa, Te Mata 

and Thames – the work was much appre-
ciated!

The moody weather is now presenting 
some challenges to completing exterior 
projects efficiently, so a logical shift to in-
terior painting is taking priority.

Call now if you have a room or two that 
needs sprucing up and to organise your 
free quote!

Contact Stan on 022 313 7911.
Here’s what some happy customers 

had to say: “We’ve been planning to get 

the painting work on the exterior and inte-
rior of our precious home for a while now, 
and Stan of That Painter Ltd, came highly 
recommended!

“We were immediately impressed with 
Stan’s personable and professional man-
ner. 

“His knowledge, skill and attention to 
detail, not to mention the overall finish 
of his work, was well worth the relatively 
small investment!

“Thanks Stan – although our home isn’t 
worth a million dollars – it certainly looks 
it now!” - Cilla and Troy, Thames

Get fresh with That Painter Ltd
Stan Reihana of That Painter Ltd says it’s time to spruce up indoor living spaces.        Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS
Church Notice

Church Notice

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday

Gardening

Grazing

Monument
Services

Farm Services

For Rent

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Public Notice

Public Notices

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Pets
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waste removal

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painters

Builder

DIGGER SERVICES
*  Post hole drilling
*  Small earthworks
*  Tipper trailer
*  Metal delivery
*  Stormwater 
    remediation

Thames based 
Call Kevin 027 286 9288
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plumber

Burrows Roof Cleaning
EST 1971. For moss, 
mold etc removal. 
Industrial chems. 
Gutters cleaned, paths, 
drives, fences etc. Ph 
Murray 0800 287 7697

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

STEPPING OUT HAURAKI INC 

AGM  
  

 

You are cordially invited to attend the 
Annual General Meeting  

 

New committee/members welcomed 
 

To be held on Monday 14th October 2024 
at 11am 

 

@ Stepping Out Hauraki 
100 Sealey Street, Thames 

 

The meeting will conclude with a light 
lunch 

 

 

 

Reno’s, decking, fenc-
ing. For free quote ph 
Phil 021 088 63559

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

Available for yearlings or 
calves. Long term, until 
31st May 25. Ex dairy 
farm on Hauraki Plains. 
For more info ph 027 354 
3432 

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

3 bedroom house, 
Paeroa, double 
garage. Large sec-
tion. $560 per week. 
Reference required. 
No animals. Phone 
027 815 2602

Roof painting, Dulux 
products. Free quotes. 
Ph 021 204 4495

HEADSTONE 
DETAILING 
SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed 
please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

Experienced 
independent 

AB technician available
PLEASE TEXT 

Richard 027 933 2015

Thames Valley Basketball 
Assn

Special General Meeting
Thursday 24 October 2024
6pm Thames High School
To fill Secretary, Funding 

Officer, TV Rep Coordinator 
positions
Contact:

R Ruka 021 121 1953

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF 
HAURAKI DISTRICT COUNCIL 

OFFICES AND LIBRARIES

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Hauraki District Council service centres  
and libraries will be temporarily closed 

to the public on 
Tuesday 22 October between  

9:30am and 11:30am 
to facilitate a staff meeting.

Online and telephone services will still be 
available during this time 
www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

Phone 0800 734 834 (freecall within 
district) or 07 862 8609

Offices and libraries will reopen at 11:30am.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused.

L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Proposed Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac 
Sprint event organised by Thames Valley 
Car Club, it is intended to close the 
following road to ordinary vehicular traffic 
for the period indicated hereunder. During 
the proposed period of closure provision 
will be made for ordinary vehicular traffic, 
which would otherwise use the road, to 
use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 17 November 
2024, 8.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: Golden Cross Road, 
WAIKINO (RP 5.345 – 5.524)
Alternative provision for ordinary 
vehicular traffic will be made with signs, 
cones and barriers to redirect traffic on 
detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the proposed period of closure.
Any objections should be directed to 
Transport Manager on 07 862 8609 or 
info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz by 23 October 
2024.
L D Cavers 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Hospice Remembrance Service  
If you have lost a loved one this past year.
St James Church, cnr Pollen & Pahau St, 

Thames, 2pm Sunday 26 November.
Please phone 07 859 1260 to register



Jenni Baines’ reason for creating was “I 
get so much joy” out of it.

Mackaytown-based artist Jenni Baines 
works with copper foil, pottery, and stained 
and fused glass to create her art pieces, 
which people can see on display this month.

For all of October, Jenni’s art will be ex-
hibited in the Crosby Gallery of the Paeroa 
Arts Centre daily from 10am to 3pm when 
the flags are out.

Jenni, who creates and works out of her 
studio at home, said she had her own glass 
kilns and pottery kilns.

But her studio had a unique history of its 
own.

When Jenni and her husband moved to 
the area from Hamilton, their place in Mac-
kaytown had an indoor swimming pool, 
which was previously used to teach scuba 
diving, she said.

“We filled it up eventually and it’s turned 

into my studio.”
Not only does she create there, she also 

teaches. 
Jenni had workbenches and tools set up 

to teach up to 12 people at a time, she said.
“I love it... [I] love making. And I get so 

much joy out of teaching people.”
One thing that drew Jenni to the area was 

the amount of creative people in the Coro-
mandel, she said.

“And I’ve found too, there’s a lot of people 
that don’t mind sharing.”

Jenni said creatives in the area were open 
and shared their techniques with others. 
But her passion for making was evident.

“It’s like I just keep going and keep going 
and keep going because I get so much joy 
out of creating,” she said.
DETAILS: To view Jenni’s art, visit the Paeroa 
Arts Centre at 109 Normanby Road, Paeroa or 
check out the Paeroa Society of Arts on Face-
book.
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CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12pm Monday
Situations Vacant Situations Vacant

Paeroa Farm Services Limited specialize 
in providing services to milking plant 

systems, water pumping systems, water 
filtration systems, wastewater systems, water 

reticulation systems, swimming pools and spas.

We are seeking immediate interest for a 
permanent full time Fitter – Milking Machine & 

Water Pump to join our team.

This role includes:
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs  
   of milking machine systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs   
  of water pumps and filtration systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of effluent and irrigation systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of swimming pool and spa pool systems
• Light fabrication and welding including 
  stainless steel welding
• Plant & Equipment set up and maintenance 
  as required

Key Skills and Attributes Include:
• Physically Fit
• Good hand eye coordination
• Able to distinguish between different coloured 
  electrical wires when required
• Mechanical Aptitude and practical mindset 
• Excellent communication with fluent English
• High standard of workmanship
• Work well both independently and as part of 
  a team
• Great sense of humour
 If you are looking for a change and want to be 

part of a great team then apply today
A full job description is available upon request

Please apply with your CV and include a 
cover letter to the following email address:

gordy@paeroafs.co.nz

CLUB MANAGER
Hauraki Golf Club is looking for a club 
manager to welcome and look after 
patrons, and to promote the club. This 
is a sole charge position.
Key responsibilities
● Greet everyone in a friendly 
   courteous welcoming manner.
● Have sufficient computer skills to be 
   able to use the Dot Golf software, 
   word, excel, publisher and the club 
   screen and associated software.
● Obtain and maintain a current Bar 
   Managers Licence.
We are looking for a positive person 
who is organised, able to multitask, 
and communicate effectively. The ideal 
candidate will have a good knowledge 
of golf, is able to work at least one day 
on a weekend and wants to be part of 
the community.

To apply please contact Geoff on 
gmpriority@gmail.com 

Note : All applications are confidential
Applications close Friday October 18.

YARDMAN WANTED | FULL 
TIME, PERMANENT POSITION

Whyteline are seeking a reliable individual 
to join our team as a Yardman. 

Must be physically fit as the role involves 
loading and delivering motorcycles and 
ATVs, and general housekeeping tasks. 

Learn more on TradeMe or 
at whyteline.co.nz. 

Email marketing@whyteline.co.nz to apply 
No cover letter required.

JOB VACANCIES
We are now looking to hire two fabulous 
new people to join our team. These are 
both full time roles with the hours being 
Monday to Friday 8am to 4pm.
Our current vacancies are:
• Administration Manager
• Mechanical Engineering Tutor
If you are passionate about 
working with people in a fast pace 
and rewarding environment and 
would like to know more about 
either of these roles please get in 
touch.

 Send your CV to Lizzie at 
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz 

or give us a call on 0273141577 
and have a chat.

Valley Education

Handyman Services

THAMES HANDYMAN & BUILDING SERVICES
Building, home maintenance & 

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Vocal Nosh set to nourish
There’s two things Roshan Gul is passion-

ate about: music and community.
The “perfect amalgamation” of the two, 

according to Roshan, was something called 
a Vocal Nosh.

The community of Thames is invited to 
experience what it’s all about starting this 
Saturday.

Music educator Roshan Gul is set to run 
a series of four Vocal Nosh sessions starting 
on October 12 at the St. Georges Anglican 
Church, Thames.

Roshan told The Profile a Vocal Nosh was 
a community event where people gathered 
to sing and eat together “for the sheer pleas-
ure of it”.

It’s for community, connection and the 
“joy of making music”, rather than observ-
ing others doing it, she said.

“Each session stands alone and people 
can come once or occasionally or every 
time.”

While the songs were strong, simple and 
taught by ear - Roshan said there would be 
no auditions, no solos and “no one is put on 
the spot”.

And she said there would be an afternoon 
tea break with “simple.. but nourishing” 
food.

“You just come when you need a good 
sing and want to tap in to community.”

Roshan used to run monthly sessions 
with two friends in her community of Ka-
rangahake “for the love of it”, she said.

“This year, I was lucky enough to get 
funding from the Thames District Council 
through the Creative Communities Scheme 
to run four sessions in Thames.”

For people who were thinking about at-
tending a session for the first time, Roshan 
said: “you won’t know if it is your cup of tea 
unless you give it a go”.

Her hope was that people would leave the 
sessions “feeling nourished and uplifted by 
song, kai and community”.

“As social interactions seem to be hap-
pening more often online, I believe the arts 
as expression and connection is so impor-
tant for the health of our communities,” she 
said.

“I think we all need to feel we belong, our 
contribution matters,we are contributing to 
something bigger and beyond ourselves.”
DETAILS: To find out more, contact Roshan on: 
singlovestrum@gmail.com. $15 per session, 
held at St. Georges Anglican Church, Thames 
from 3pm to 5.30pm on October 12, November 
9 and December 7. The fourth date is yet to be 
confirmed.

Roshan Gul’s Vocal Nosh sessions will kick off in Thames on October 12.           Photo: SARAH BEISLY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Karangahake artist finds joy in creating
By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Jenni Baines’ 
art is on display 
at the Paeroa 
Arts Centre 
for October.
Photo: DAVIDDA 
HIKATANGATA
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch
ROASTS

(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte
available

Robot Dreams (102 mins, 2023) G Wed 10.30am; Sun 1pm: The adventures and
misfortunes of friends Dog and Robot in New York City during the 1980s. 98% rating on Rotten Tomatoes.
Runt (91mins, 2024) PG Course languageWed 1pm; Sat 1pm: Follows 10y.o. Annie and her stray
dog as they attempt to win at agility at the Krumpets Dog Show in London in order to save their family’s farm.
It Must Be Heaven (97 mins, 2019) PG Offensive language. Subtitled.Wed 7pm: Palestinian film-
maker Elia Suleiman travels to different cities and finds unexpected parallels to his homeland of Palestine.
Harold & the Purple Crayon (89 mins, 2024) G Thu 10.30am; Fri 1pm: Harold can make anything
come to life just by drawing it. After he grows up, he draws himself off his book’s pages into the physical world.
Autumn and the Black Jaguar (100mins, 2024) PG Violence, course language, some scenes
may scare very young children Thu 1.30pm; Sun 10.30am: After years in New York City, 14-year-
old Autumn returns to the Amazon rainforest to save her childhood village and beloved jaguar friend.
Rosalie (115 mins, 2024) M Sex scenes & self-harm references. Subtitled. Thurs 7pm; Sun 4pm:
In 1870s France, Rosalie has concealed her hirsutism all her life until an indebted bar owner marries her
for her dowry. Inspired by historical figures and serves as a parable on intolerance toward body diversity.
Wicked Little Letters (100mins, 2023) M Offensive language & nudity Fri 4pm:When people
receive letters full of profanities, rowdy Rose is charged with the crime. The town’s women investigate.
Beats (101 mins, 2019) R16 Violence, offensive language & drug use. Fri & Sat 7pm: Friends in
Scotland go out for a night together. Going to an illegal rave, the boys journey into an underworld of anarchy.
We Were Dangerous (82 mins, 2024) M Offensive Language NZ Sat 4.30pm
A fiery trio of delinquent schoolgirls railing against the colonial system.

Movies for week starting Wed 9 Oct
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Author to inspire hope with new book
If there’s one thing Patti Clark 

wants people to take away 
from her new book: “it’s that 
feeling of hope”.

The Ngarimu Bay-based 
author is set to celebrate the 
launch of her new fictional book 
Recovery Road Trip at Carson’s 
Bookshop in Thames from 1pm 
on October 13.

Even though the book’s pub-
lication date was October 2, 
through her United States-
based publisher, the launch at 
Carson’s would be like an ex-
hibition opening, with nibbles, 
and a reading from the author.

Patti told The Profile she had 
“so many feelings”.

“It was eight years to get this 
done, a lot of research, a lot of 
interviews.”

“I feel really proud of myself,” 
she said.

The first half of the story is 
about a woman who drives 
across the United States while in 
recovery from addiction.

“And so she’s driving across 
country and she’s exploring a lot 
about herself.”

But the second half of the book 
was 12 weeks of journaling, she 
said, which followed a similar 
template from the author’s first 
book This Way Up.

“So what you’re doing is you’re 
following the protagonist’s jour-
ney.”

The 66-year-old writer said 
there was “so much shame” 

Author Patti Clark with her new book Recovery Road Trip.                                  Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

around addiction, recovery and 
relapse. “People don’t want to 
talk about it.”

Bringing the topic “into the 
light” was a “real motivation” for 
Patti.

Even though she was now re-
tired, Patti used to run work-
shops for women that encour-
aged using creativity as a tool for 
self exploration and expression.

While Recovery Road Trip 
was a fictional story, it was based 

on some of the women Patti had 
spoken to who said “they felt 
stuck in their journey”, she said.

“And so hopefully what this 
will do will bring some of that 
into the light.

“And then especially with the 
12-week workbook, people will 
find a way to do some of the 
practical work.”

Patti spoke to a lot of women in 
recovery, who said they felt small 
while in their addiction.

“They feel stuck. They’re in 
that small self,” she said.

The “secret ingredient”, ac-
cording to Patti, was creativity.

There was a whole chapter 
about creativity in the book, 
which Patti said was “one of the 
most important ingredients in 
anything we’re doing”.

“For me, that’s accessing an 
energy greater than myself.”

When she was in that “flow” or 
connected space, that was when 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

she practiced creativity, Patti 
said.

“And that’s when I write”.
But the things Patti wanted 

people to take from the story 
was hope and inspiration.

“If you’re in active addiction of 
any kind, it’s lonely. It’s shame-
filled. It’s scary.”

“And finding something that 
gives that feeling of hope, that 
feeling of, ‘oh, wait a minute, 
somebody else went through 
this’ is huge,” she said.

The journaling side in the sec-
ond part of the book was where 
Patti said people might find in-
spiration.

“It’s a very pragmatic and 
practical thing to do.”

There was a YouTube page 
linked to meditations and visu-
alisations that matched each 
chapter, she said.

For people who wanted to ex-
press themselves through writ-
ing, Patti said “just do it”.

“Write for yourself. Don’t 
write for others.”

And “check your motivation” 
and write regardless of anybody 
reading it, she said.

“Allow that flame to stay lit 
and just write for you, for no-
body else.

“If you’re feeling that calling 
- if you can feel it in your heart. 
Nurture that flame.”
DETAILS: Recovery Road Trip book 
launch at Carson’s Bookshop, 
Thames, on October 13 at 1pm. 
To stay up to date with Patti Clark,  
visit her website: patticlark.org.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

LOVE YOUR HOME

Take advantage of our special feature which will showcase a local home and connect home owners,
new home buyers & renovators/decorators with you and your products/services.

Publishing October 23rd - Booking deadline October 11th.
For more information, contact: Nikki on 022 130 3885 - E: nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

or Davidda on 022 174 3988 - E: davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Harms, 4 Fructose, 9 Tariff, 14 Tibia, 15 As straight as a die, 17 Balsa, 18 Nap, 19 Scrooge,
20 Racetrack, 21 Comedy, 24 Shoemaker, 25 Beetle, 26 Unsafe, 29 Memorandum, 31 Cut, 32 Supply, 33
Whim, 35 Top, 37 Book, 39 Notre-Dame, 40 Equipment, 41 Radar, 42 Newlywed, 47 Shoeless, 51 Bliss,
55 Balalaika, 56 Kidnapped, 58 Aged, 59 Awe, 60 Evil, 61 Smoker, 62 Tea, 63 Straighten, 66 Mugger, 67
Borsch, 69 Trafalgar, 72 Hasten, 73 Norwegian, 75 Boulder, 77 Die, 80 Rhine, 81 Turn over a new leaf, 82
Nerve, 83 Lessen, 84 Describe, 85 Screw.

DOWN: 2 Associate, 3 Motto, 5 Rage, 6 Catwalk, 7 Obstetrician, 8 Eider, 9 Treacle, 10 Ribs, 11 Fallow,
12 Ebony, 13 Tadpole, 14 Taverns, 16 As good as new, 22 Amidst, 23 Clipper, 24 Snorkel, 25 Better, 27
Achieve, 28 Sleuth, 30 Meek, 32 Spade, 34 Myths, 36 Epee, 38 Ode, 42 Noble, 43 Willing, 44 Yolk, 45
Enigma, 46 Vicar, 48 Old King Cole, 49 Leather, 50 See, 51 Backlog, 52 Sketch, 53 Advantageous, 54
Lass, 57 Pariah, 64 Exonerate, 65 Censure, 66 Maddens, 68 Shorten, 70 Amateur, 71 Recipe, 72 Hears, 74
World, 76 Lilac, 78 News, 79 Barb.

ACROSS
1 Malice (5)
4 Accidentally reveal
intentions (4,3,4,4)
14 Reflection (5)
15 Sardonic grin (5)
16 Face tone (10)
17 Senior group
member (5)
19 Solidify (3)
20 Fragile (7)
21 Chicken-
heartedness (9)
22 Hereafter (6)
25 Feeling of ill will (9)
27 Fume with anger
(6)
28 Double-cross (6)
33 Unmoving (10)
35 Toss (3)
36 Cotton fabric (6)
37 Bother (4)
39 Animal collection
(3)
41 Coal pit (anag)(7)
42 Zephyr (6)
43 Very complicated or
detailed (9)
44 Riding straps (5)
45 Cheer up (8)
50 Perform (2)
51 Letters of a writing
system (8)
55 Harsh light (5)
58 Apiarist (9)
59 Screen out (6)
60 Furtiveness (7)
61 Hearing organ (3)
63 Heinous (4)
64 Longed (anag) (6)

65 Tree (3)
66 Full-length, not
shortened (10)
68 Odds-on (6)
69 Goal (6)
71 Irritated by delay (9)
76 Idle talk (6)
77 Clued puzzle (9)
79 Mexican spirit (7)
81 Zilch (3)
84 Delete (5)
85 Voice disorder (10)
86 Vista (5)
87 On no account (5)
88 Ancient (2,3,2,3,5)
89 Postpone (5)
DOWN
2 Food store (6)
3 Stealing (5)
5 Religious picture (4)
6 Take unfair
advantage of (7)
7 African carrion-
eaters (6)
8 Reduce to powder
(5)
9 Handcuff (7)
10 Assistant (4)
11 Refuge (6)
12 Bring about (5)
13 Authorise officially
(7)
14 Hurt (7)
18 Conspicuously and
confidently exuberant
(10)
23 Written composition
(5)
24 Vehicle’s
substructure (7)

26 Meshed fabric (7)
27 Below freezing (7)
29 Dessert leafstalk (7)
30 Dazed state (6)
31 Foreign (5)
32 Handgun (6)
34 Tale (4)
36 Repeating design
(5)
38 Exhausted (5)
40 Plate (4)
45 Authoritative
handbook (5)
46 Skating venue (3-4)
47 Pay attention to (4)
48 Give a job to (6)
49 Heavily loaded (5)
50 Thaw (7)
52 Pickled pepper
picker (5,5)
53 Storybook lamp
rubber (7)
54 Meal course (6)
55 Proceeding in small
stages (7)
56 Lucky accident (5)
57 Boyfriend (4)
62 Waterway (5)
67 Bunch (7)
68 Bias (7)
70 Large ape (7)
72 Cocktail (7)
73 Last exams (6)
74 Darting pain (6)
75 Brief look (6)
76 Hand-warmer (5)
78 Swagger (5)
80 Male relation (5)
82 Sense (4)
83 Invoice (4)

 SUDOKU               171

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                191

www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 9, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 19



20 THE VALLEY PROFILE, October 9, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

SPORTS REPORTS
Waihī sweeps up at NZ Junior Rugby Festival
Three teams from the Waihī 

Junior Rugby Club re-
turned home from the New 
Zealand Junior Rugby Festival 
in Taupō with the ultimate 
prize.

A total of 134 teams com-
peted from 67 clubs, in 688 
games over two venues from 
September 19 to September 
22.

The festival celebrated jun-
iors from every provincial rug-
by union in the North Island, 
and teams from the South 
Island and Australia.

Waihī sent teams for Under 
10s 49kg grade, Under 11s 
49kg and Under 12s 57kg.

Waihī Rugby Club’s Judah 
Matauia volunteered as a ref-
eree for the entire weekend.

Judah won the Tournament 
Referee Award for his devo-
tion, working incredibly hard 
throughout the entire week-
end as the youngest referee at 
Taupo Tournament.

The Overall Best Team 
Award has not been given to 
a team in New Zealand since 
2017 and this year the Waihī 
Under 12s team took it home.

Whichever team has the 
most points across all the 
grades wins the ultimate prize. 

Sportsmanship, sideline be-
haviour, contributing to keep-

The Overall Best Team Award goes to the Waihī Under 12s team.        Photos: ANDY THOMPSON PHOTOGRAPHY NZ

RUGBY

ing the festival clean and litter 
free, along with strong results 
wins this award.

NZJRF said the Waihī Under 
12s team won this award “head 
and shoulders above the rest”.

Waihī Under 10s 49kg team 
also won the Team of the Festi-
val Award 2024.

Waihī Under 10s team fin-
ished with the most points 
overall in their grade.

Waihī Junior Rugby Club 
tournament organiser Jessica 
Crockett said “we are incred-
ibly proud of the sportsman-
ship our teams showed this 
weekend, representing our 

club with mana and strength”.
“It took a lot for our kids to 

get to the tournament - the 
dedicated coaches, managers, 
whānau help and sponsorship.

“All the teams supported 
each other with our club’s haka 
before games, our supporters 
were positive on the sidelines, 

some of our kids even led rub-
bish pick ups throughout the 
festival,” she said.

“The results show with the 
positive values our kids get out 
of coming together and playing 
rugby. 

“These will be memories for 
a lifetime for them.”

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Valley fumble home semi chance
By Tighthead Ted at Whiti City
One job boys, one job. A win against 
Horowhenua Kapiti, and you’ve got a 
chance of hosting a home semi final – 
if other results go your way. Well, our 
old mates from Colin Meads country 
did their bit, King Country belting 
Whanganui 34-17 at the river city. But 
it was not to be as from the first kick-
off, when Horowhenua claimed their 
own kick and stormed on to attack, 
Valley was always chasing the game.
Despite that slow start, a plethora 
of errors throughout, and giving 
Horowhenua a 14-38 lead with 20 to 
go, the Swampies never gave in, and 
with the bomb squad hitting the field 
and changing the game, they almost 
pulled it off – needing a converted try 
in the hectic final minutes to steal a 
win. It looked on too, with veteran 
Brett Ranga and Laulea Mau making 
inroads through the tiring Horowhen-
ua defence, but too many wrong op-
tions at the right times saw the game 
go begging.
Wrong options and basic errors were 
endemic throughout the match for 
the Valley. They were slow out of the 
blocks, and got slower before the 
frantic final quarter of the match. 
After conceding the kickoff, and an 
early try to the visitors, it looked like 
the Valley were getting back on track, 
with two tries to Alex Thrupp.
The first from a Horowhenua error, 
and the second when he weaved 
and stepped and slipped his way 
through half the Horowhenua team 
to dot down by the posts. Both tries 
turned into seven pointers by the reli-
able boot of Fletcher Morgan, and it 
looked like normal transmission had 
been resumed, a lead of 14-7.
But the errors kept coming, lack of 
ball security, usually reliable tacklers 
missing their man, wrong options, 
intercept passes - you name it the 
Valley boys tried to do it. The hard 
earned lead vanished in a puff of in-
tercepts and dropsies, and the lead 
became a seven point deficit at the 
half. A 10 point wind at their backs 
and seven points in arrears. Sounds 

Rodney Tongotea 
soars high to claim 
the second half 
kickoff.
Photo: SUPPLIED/TVRFU

HEARTLAND RUGBY like ole Tighthead Ted’s bank balance.
The second half started with promise, 
Valley taking the kick and centre Rod-
ney Tongotea soaring high to claim it, 
and the Valley storming on to attack.
However, the whoopsies hit again, 
and Horowhenua raced away 80 me-
tres to take the score to 14-28. Not 
deterred, Valley swung back on to at-
tack again, and were looking strong 
before a wayward pass was intercept-
ed and the hole Valley were digging 
was starting to look pretty deep, 14-
35. Then a long range penalty saw the 
score stretch out to 14-38, game over, 
or it should have been.
The arrival of the bench, and a bit of 
niggle through the middle stages of 
the half saw the Valley bar up and 
start to claw their way back into the 
match. First a Fletcher Morgan break 
and some great support line running 
from Alex Thrupp saw the peroxided 
winger score his third try, before a 
few minutes later Josh Tye crashed 
over after a series of rucks on the 
line as the forwards earned their af-
termatch mince and cheese pies. At 
28-38 with 18 minutes on the clock, 
the impossible was starting to look 
possible.
The errors kept creeping in though, 
the wrong options, the old, “don’t 
kick it, pass it” call was heard through 
the ground. When the Swampies held 
on to the ball, they were looking dan-
gerous, and it’s always much harder 
to score tries when you’re kicking the 
ball back to the opposition, even old 
Tighthead Ted knows that. Horow-
henua landed another mighty pen-
alty to sneak out to a 13 point lead as 
the match see-sawed. The continuing 
niggle finally led to punches thrown, 
and a red card was awarded to the 
winner – the Horowhenua reserve 
hooker.
With a man down, Horowhenua de-
fended gamely, and the Swampies 
managed to bomb a try with 10 to go, 
before Hendrix Beazley dotted down 
in the corner, five minutes left on the 
clock. Morgan landed a pearler of a 
conversion from wide out, into the 
wind, that gave the Swampies a final 
chance to sneak a win off the visitors. 
A frantic final period of play saw a few 

ton of work with some nice breaks, 
and landed the conversions to keep 
the Valley within sniffing distance 
of the win. Looking at home now in 
the 12 jumper, just needs a haircut. 
Winger Alex Thrupp was all action, as 
dangerous as a monkey with a razor 
blade with ball in hand, and rewarded 
with three tries. Some vital tackles 
too. Doesn’t need a haircut.
The bomb squad that hit the field 
did what they were meant to in best 
Bokke fashion. Prop Te Huia Kutia, 
who arrived at the 28th minute had a 
stormer of a match, scrummed to his 
usual high standard, and had some 
rampaging ball carries, was a treat 
to see for this old front ranker. Josh 
Tye at hooker came on, and with his 
first touch of the ball snaffled a text-
book turnover, and snuck over under 
a pile of bodies for five points. Brett 
Ranga was immense on his arrival, 
hard nosed carries, mixed with some 
deft soft handed offloads – some of 
the double digit boys could learn 
from those silky skills! Likewise Lau-
lea Mau, came on to the field and 
ran with intent, a couple of his runs 
just crashing on and on bouncing like 
a pinball, but always going forward. 
Tayne Tupaea also ran hard and didn’t 
make errors, which had been the 
theme of the day until then. These 
blokes added the impetus that saw 
victory almost snatched from the 
jaws of defeat. Haircut watch: Only 
Tupaea needs a trim.
So a bit of a bugger of a game – but as 
one of the wise old heads of the back-
room said, “at the start of the day we 
were heading to Whanganui for the 
semi final, and at the end of the day 
we still are”. A loss after those three 
big wins might not be a bad thing, any 
complacency will have to be washed 
out of the system as the Valley heads 
into the sudden death fixture in 
Whanganui. They’ll certainly want to 
turn the tables on last year’s hump-
ing, and if they turn up on the day 
with the right mindset, it’s all on like 
Donkey Kong.
Thames Valley 35 (A Thrupp 3, J Tye, 
H Beazley tries; F Morgan 5 conver-
sions), lost to Horowhenua Kapiti (5 
tries, 5 conversions, 2 penalties).

The Waihī Under 10s team wins Team of the Festival. 

Judah Matautia wins the Tournament Referee Award.

more wrong options, a missed drop 
goal attempt from Horowhenua (their 
10’s only miss of the day), and a full 
time whistle with the home side still 
six points short, 35-41.
Hard to pick out too many shining 
lights in this game, but one worth 
mentioning would certainly have to 
be the ball deliverer for the start of 

the second spell, Harper Sanford. A 
high-five for the kicker, followed by a 
front double biceps, a most muscular, 
and a bunch of cartwheels as he ex-
ited the field. Gold on all levels!
Of the players, jeez, there were a lot 
of errors, hard to single out any stand-
outs, but ole THT isn’t afraid of a chal-
lenge. Fletch Morgan got through a 



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     October 9, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 21

bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 248PuririValleyRoad

4.19ha 4 2 2
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Tue 12Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11.15am-12pmSun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Ruralcharm
Settle into this4.19ha(moreor less)propertywhere rural charmmeetsmoderncomfort. Theopen-plandining,
kitchen, and lounge leadtoaNorthwest-facingdeck, ideal for relaxing in thesun. It includes fourbedrooms,with the
master featuringanensuite, and iscurrentlyusedasa three-bedroomhomeplusanoffice.Aspacious lawn,gardens,
doublegarage, and7-bayhalf roundbarnofferamplestorage.With flat landandfourpaddocks, it'sgreat for
livestock.Convenientlyclose toThames,Paeroa, and local schools, and justashortdrive toCoromandelbeaches, this
property is theperfect lifestyle retreat!

bayleys.co.nz/2316052

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 250PuririValleyRoad

45.448ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 14Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-11amSun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Endlesspotential awaits
Looking for substantial landwithgreatpotential?Thisproperty inPuriri couldbetheone. Itoffersamixof flat, rolling,
andsteepcontourswithversatileWaihiAshsoils.Divided into26paddocks, it features7-wirepostandbattenand
5-wireelectric fencing.Thedisusedcowshedcurrently servesasstoragebutoffersmanypossibilities—reuseas
storage, aworkshop,oraprojectbase. Ideal fordairy,grazing,orother rural ventures, it's close toThamesandPaeroa
witheasyaccess toAucklandandHamilton, justoveranhouraway.Don’tmiss thisopportunity filledwithpotential!

bayleys.co.nz/2316051
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View5-5.45pmSun 13Oct&2.15-3pmSun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 57CKentCrescent

1ha
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View9-9.30amSun 13Oct&Sun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Land, lifestyleand location
Escapetheurbanhustleandembrace theserenityof rural lifewith thischarming 1.07-hectare (moreor less)property.
Nestledonaquiet, sought-after road, this section features flatandgently sloping terrainwithnorestrictivebuilding
covenants.North-facing, it enjoysall-daysunlight, andthenutrient-richvolcanic soil isperfect forcropsor livestock.
Buildyourdreamhomewithspace for shedsorapool. Just2kmfromWaihi’s towncentre, schools, andamenities, this
propertycombines rural tranquilitywith townconvenience.Witheasyaccess toAuckland,Tauranga,andHamilton,
don’tmiss thisopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2316064
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 729WaihiWhangamataRoad

77ha

AskingPrice $2,299,000+GST(if any)
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Entry leveldairy farminprime location
Here isanopportunity topurchasea77-hectare (moreor77ha less),dairy farmwithexcellent freedrainingsoils.
Whenconsideringall aspectsof theproperty this isan idealopportunity fora first farmorawelcomeaddition toany
farmportfoliogiven its simplenatureandrobust soils. The farm isdivided into66paddockswhichareeasilyaccessed
viaacentral racesystem.Key infrastructure includesa tidy 16ASHBshedwith inshed feedingsystem,aneffluent
solutionwithclay linedpondandtravelling irrigatorcomplyingwith regional council requirements,multiple shedding
optionscentrally located.Call toady!

bayleys.co.nz/2315232

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 162RotokohuRoad

132ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing3pm,Tue29Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue 15Oct
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Dairy farmwithscale
Here’syouropportunity toacquireaproductive 132-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm in theheartof theHauraki
District, currently leasinganadditional65hectares (moreor less). Infrastructure includesa40-asideherringbone
dairyshed,calf shed,andhaybarn.Stockwatercomes fromtwoboresonanotherproperty,with theoption to
connect toa reliablecouncil supply.Effluent ismanagedviaaKliptanksystemwitha 1.5million-litrecapacityandtwo
travelling irrigatorscovering40hectares (moreor less).Withprovenproductionandmotivatedvendors,don’tmiss
out– call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316048
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Paeroa 181DThorpRoad

87.7ha

Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.30-1.30pmTue 15Oct
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Dairy farmproventoperform
Here’syourchance toacquireahighlyproductive87-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm, located in theheartof the
HaurakiDistrict. This is ideal asa first farmpropertyorwelcomeadditional toexistingportfolio,offeringsimplicityand
potential in itseasy tomanagesystem.Divided intowell-maintainedpaddocks, the farmofferseasyaccesswitha
goodcentral racesystem. Infrastructure includesa28-asideherringbonedairyshed,calf shed&two implementsheds.
Stockwater iscurrently sourced fromtwoexistingbores, locatedontheproperty,with theability to tap intoa reliable
council connection.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316040

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Hikutaia 306FerryRoad

177.6ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty
3pm,Fri 29Nov2024
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

HighlyProfitableDairy
Rareopportunity tosecuresuchastrategic farming investment inasought-after location.This tidy 177hectares (more
or less)propertycontains 119-paddocks thatarespilt across four titlesandbothsidesofFerryRoad,witha21.8
hectares (moreor less)EnvironmentWaikato leaseavailable.Thecurrentvendorshaveadoptedaneffectivemilking
operationwith the last seasonsproductionbeing 193,465kgMSsupplyingFonterra.The tidy44ASHB iscomplete
withastandoffpadandrubbermatting.The racesystemhasbeenwellmaintainedensuringallweatheraccess to the
paddocks.Thesoil type isamixofpeat, clayandsilt loam.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2315185
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 272RiverRoad

1.003ha 4 2 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3-3.45pmSun 13Oct&Sun20Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Executive rural retreat
Experiencemodern rural livingonthis 1-hectare (moreor less)propertynearNgatea township.Thishigh-end lifestyle
blockoffersgenerousproportions, stylishdesign, andbeautifulgrounds.Thehomefeaturesamodernkitchenwith
premiumappliances, sleekcabinetry, a spacious island,andabutler’spantry.Anopen fireplacewith floor-to-ceiling
stoneworkaddswarmth.With fourbedrooms,amaster suite,office/5thbedroom,andguestpowder room, there's
amplespace.The landscapedgrounds includeacirculardrivewayandguestparking.Only3.5kmfromNgatea, ideal
forhobby farmingor relaxing.

bayleys.co.nz/2315811

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 403OrchardEastRoad

6.1ha 3 1 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3.30-4.15pmSun 13Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Alifestyleopportunitywithpotential
Nestled in thepeacefulHaurakiPlains, this6.14-hectare (moreor less)propertyoffersaunique rural livingopportunity.
The rustichomehas threebedrooms,open-plan living,exposedbeams,andacosywood-burning fireplace.Large
windows fill thespacewithnatural lightandofferbeautiful rural views.While liveable, thehomehaspotential for
modernupdates.Adoublegarageandworkshopprovideamplestorage.Fully fencedwithpaddocks, the landsuits
livestockorhobby farming.Locatednear schools, shops, andSH25, thisproperty isperfect for thoseseekinga rural
retreator renovationproject.

bayleys.co.nz/2316043
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Mangatangi 50MontanaRoad

1.59ha 4 2 6
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu31Oct2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.15-1pmSun 13Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Family-friendly lifestylepropertywithsleepout
Tuckedaway inMangatangi's tranquil landscapes, this 1.5-hectare (moreor less) lifestylepropertyoffers space,
serenity, andscenicbeauty.The three-bedroomhome, sleepout, and large four-bay implementshedmake itperfect
for family livingandoutdoorentertaining.Theopen-plan livingarea,modernkitchenwithvibrant splashback, and
spaciousbedroomsprovidecomfortandstyle.Avegetablegarden, citrus trees, chickencoop,andpaddock for
horsesembrace rural living.Electricgates frametheprivatedriveway. Just 16kmfromtheFirthofThames,with
nearbyschools, thisproperty isyour rural escape.Auctiondayawaits!

bayleys.co.nz/2316026

Mangatangi 1781MirandaRoad

108ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed9Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provendairyunitwith topnotch infrastructure
Spanning 108hectaresof fertiledairy land, this farmoffersa fantasticopportunity forbuyers.There’salsoanoption to
leaseanadditional62hectaresacross the roadviaanunderpass.Theproperty featuresa50-bale rotarydairyshed
withautomaticcupremovers, teat spray, andofficespace.Accommodation includesa five-bedroomhouse, a three-
bedroomhome,andatwo-bedroomcottage.Otherbuildings includesheds, ahaybarn, anda300-cowfeedpad.
Watercomes fromabore, andeffluentcovers30hectares.Close toAucklandandHamilton, this farmblends
productive farmingwith lifestylebenefits.Auctiondaysale—contactus today!

bayleys.co.nz/2315951
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Seth Roe
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 320 6937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz

Connor Davis
Residential & Lifestyle Sales
027 496 4622
connor.davis@bayleys.co.nz

The truth is in the stats – Bayleys in Ngatea
has sold more property in the Ngatea
residential market for over $1 million than
all other companies combined*

Call our residential specialists to see how
we can get you more for your property.

SUCCESS REALTY LTD, BAYLEYS,
LICENSEDUNDER THE REAACT 2008

*REINZ Stats November 2020 – June 2024

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waerenga 473FallsRoad

240.9ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu7Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 1-2pmWed9Oct,Wed16Oct&Wed23Oct
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Unique,DiverseFarmingOpportunity
This240-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm isanexcellentopportunity forownership,portfolioexpansion,orasupport
block.Sustainable farming includes40kmofwaterway fencing,60hectaresofnativeplanting, andregenerative
grazing.SupplyingSynlait (103,452KgMS, three-yearaverage)and localmarkets, it’sdesigned for long-termpasture
andsoil health. Infrastructure includesa40ASHBshedwith in-shed feeding, 100paddocks, anddeepborewater
supply.The2012-built, four-bedroomhome is family-ready,withasecondthree-bedroomcottage forworkers.
LocatednearTeKauwhata, itofferseasyaccess toAucklandandHamilton.

bayleys.co.nz/2315428
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2014 Nissan Qashqai 2.0ST
NZ New, 2WD, Auto

SPECIAL
$11,990

2004 Toyota 1st
Auto, Economic

VALUE
$5,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Economical SUV

NOW
$12,990

2012 Ford Territory
AWD, V6 Diesel, Top Tow Car

$10,990

2005 Mitsubishi Colt
Auto, Low 68km

$5,990
ONLY

2011 Kia Cerato LX
Auto, Turbo, Top Spec with leather

$11,990

2007 Mitsubishi Outlander
2.4Ltr Auto, AWD, BEST BUY

$6,990
2011 Kia Cerato SX

2.0Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys
Top Condition

$10,990

Waihī students take to the stage
Even though Kate Goodwin 

and Luke Brown were nerv-
ous and a “bit frightened” on 
opening night, the two cast 
members enjoyed being part of 
the Waihī College production.

The college recently held 
its school production called 
Wheelers Luck - a larrikin com-
edy set in rural New Zealand 
and written by Nigel Collins, 
Toby Leach and Damon An-
dres.

Directed by Ingrid Berry, the 
play is about a tight-knit com-
munity who experience division 
when a rich developer emerges 
on the scene.

Waihī year eight student and 
cast member Kate Goodwin 
told The Profile she was excited 
on both opening and closing 
nights of the production, but 
also “sad that it was going to be 
over so soon”.

It was her fourth time being 
in a play and she got involved 
because she could do it along-
side her friends, she said.

Kate played two different 
characters - one was an old lady 
and the other was a committee 
member, she said.

To prepare for opening night, 
Kate said she went over the 
lines and then “didn’t think 
about it”.

The cast of Wheelers Luck production recently held at Waihī College.                                Photo: SUPPLIED
But the best part about being 

involved was meeting new peo-
ple and performing in front of 
people, she said.

Meanwhile, fellow cast mem-
ber Luke Brown said the best 
part for him was “definitely per-
forming”.

“Especially on the closing 
night, we were a lot more com-
fortable on stage.”

Luke said once you’re on 
stage with the bright lights, “the 
audience isn’t even visible any-
more”.

The year 13 student said being 
in the production was a great 
experience “although we didn’t 
think we could pull it off”.

“We only had a limited time 
to practice, however the crew 
and teachers helped pull it all 

together and we had two great 
shows and it was lots of enjoy-
able fun,” he said.

It was the “first proper play” 
he’d been involved in, and he 
was drawn in because his whole 
drama class was part of it, Luke 
said.

He played a character called 
Perry De Winkel who was a 
“typical old Kiwi farmer” he 

said.
Even though Perry was 80 

years old, Luke said he felt Per-
ry was a “really easy character 
for me to play”.

His advice for students who 
wanted to be part of the next 
school play was “definitely get 
involved”.

“The more people, the better,” 
he said.

ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA


