
ISSUE 196  November 13, 2024

626 Pollen Street 07 868 6124

1OO% LOCALLY
OWNED & OPERATED

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

New chief aims to put ‘local’ back into local government, P3

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Down the Down the 
rabbit rabbit 

holehole
Pollen St transformed into Pollen St transformed into 
Wonderland for the annual Wonderland for the annual 

Steampunk the Thames parade Steampunk the Thames parade 
on Saturday, which took many on Saturday, which took many 

on a journey down the rabbit on a journey down the rabbit 
hole. More photos, P2hole. More photos, P2
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Carpet Court 
Thames ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz
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Down the rabbit hole
Thames came alive with colourful costumes 
and activities during four days of events at the 
annual Steampunk the Thames Festival, which 
had a theme of down the rabbit hole. TERESA 
RAMSEY captured the parade along Pollen St 
on Saturday.

There’s some confusion about which way to go.    Photos: TERESA RAMSEY Megan Thomas, left, Craig Ki and Sue Chalk, of Auckland.

Plenty of rabbit ears are on display.

Thames’ Karin Verryt with 
her dog, Jade, and Deborah 
Newman with Vann. There were many sights and sounds at this year’s parade.

Tangata Ora Trust
for

• Mobility Equipment
• Daily Living Aides

• Information Support
• Advocacy

10am-1pmMon-Thur
607 Mackay St,Thames

868 7723
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www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Having trouble getting your
youth back to school?

Would they prefer to be in the
adult learning environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.

Come along and see us

clear vision
in thames

We’ve relocated! Find us at our new spot
in Thames for the same exceptional eye
care you know and love. Same team, same
dedication – now in a fresh space.

www.patersonburn.co.nz

457 Pollen Street, Thames (07) 869 0420

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

Elegant Daniel Hechter Jonas

unstructured jacket in poly/

viscose and elastane, so cool

and comfortable! $375.00.

Teamed with Mechmoto stretch

cotton S/S shirt $135.00.

Come and check out our wide

selection of dressy

and casual stock.

crystals, fairies, dragons and more...
A little bit of something for everyone.

11 Belmont Rd, Paeroa
027 486 5680

Aim to put ‘local’ back into local government
Just a few days into his new role 

as chief executive at Hauraki 
District Council (HDC), David 
Speirs has already hit the ground 
running. 

The former Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency director of 
regional relationships was wel-
comed into the council with a for-
mal pōwhiri last week, following 
the retirement of Langley Cavers 
after 23 years in the top seat.

Since then, David has been 
on a tight schedule, meeting his 
staff and getting his head around 
the council’s current work pro-
gramme. 

David brings with him a ca-
reer’s worth of experience in lo-
cal government, operations man-
agement, and natural resource 
management in fields such as 
flood protection, river ecology and 
roading. And with former roles 
at Waikato Regional Council, the 
Department of Conservation and 
NIWA, David said he understands 
the needs of farmers and the local 
environment. 

“I understand the challenges 
that go with trying to farm on flat 
land that floods and doesn’t drain 
well, and the challenges around 
managing nutrients... I under-
stand the challenges that go with 
a large gold mine and all of the is-
sues that go with that and the in-
teraction that has with the conser-
vation estate… I get the role of the 
flood protection scheme,” he said. 

“I understand the value that the 
services that council provides can 
make for those communities.”

David said he was focused on 
what he could offer HDC, and the 
people of Hauraki. 

“My career’s been about public 
service and I really value that. One 
of the reasons I wanted to come 
back to local government in this 
kind of a context is I really like the 
fact that you are close to your com-
munity,” he said. 

“I think the role of local govern-
ment is an enabling role. It’s about 
making communities thrive. It’s 
about enabling people to live their 
best lives.”

One of David’s goals is to en-
sure people feel they have a voice 
with the council. And he’s an open 
book, he said; happy to have a yarn 
with anyone who’s got something 
to say. “Things you do that are 
positive and work well, you get 
real-time feedback. 

“The things that aren’t going so 
well, you get real-time feedback. 
And the fact that I can literally 
walk across the road to buy a cof-
fee and those are the people that 
are paying me to do my job - that’s 
really important to me.”

He’s already looking ahead to 
next year’s local government elec-
tions, and planning on getting the 
community as engaged as possi-
ble with the process. But for now, 
there was little that needed to 
change, he said. 

“I don’t think that this is a coun-
cil that’s broken. I think this is a 
council that’s actually doing really, 
really good work. It’s a really high 
performer in the context of local 
government around New Zea-
land,” David said. 

“So I’m not intending to rock the 

David Speirs is the new chief executive at Hauraki District Council.                Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

boat next week, but I’m also re-
ally conscious that there’s always 
room for improvement.”

One of the ways David said he 
could encourage improvements 
was through having a different 
perspective. 

“How do we make Hauraki Dis-
trict the best district in the coun-
try, how do we bring development 
while we manage that?” he said. 

How do we make this a place 
that people want to come and be 
for a day and spend their money, 
or be for the rest of their lives and 
bring their family? And how do we 
balance that while we still main-
tain the character that this district 
has? I’ll see opportunities, I think, 
that are unique because of where 
I’ve come from and it’s about us-
ing those opportunities to better 
the council and better the district.”

In the meantime, David is just 
happy to be settling in. While he 
and his family currently live near 
Morrinsville - his youngest child 
still has a few years of schooling 
to go - he’s spent a lot of time in 
and around East Waikato and is 
looking forward to getting reac-
quainted with the area. 

“We are a very active family. We 
do a lot of tramping, camping, we 
have a holiday home in Coroman-
del at Whitianga, So, we do spend 
a lot of time out and about, and 
we’ll be doing a fair bit of that in 
and around Hauraki in the sum-
mer. 

“I’m really keen to meet lots 
of people, so I will be wandering 
around the streets and saying hi.”
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Education
Victory lap for HPC Team of the Year
Celebrating students and 

their sporting achieve-
ments is a big part of Hauraki 
Plains College culture.

The school hosted its 2024 
Sports Prizegiving on October 
24 which celebrated sports in-
dividuals as well as teams.

But it was a team of rugby 
players who snapped up the 
special group award.

The Hauraki Plains Boys 
First XV Rugby Team were 
awarded the Team of the Year 
award - the Mahurangi Col-
lege Cup, which was donated 
by Mahurangi College in hon-
our of the 50 years of sports 
exchanges between the two 
schools.

A team of the year is selected 
for their regional or national 
success, the team culture they 
demonstrate in representing 
their school with pride, with 
overcoming challenges and 
demonstrating a positive team 
spirit.

First XV coach Herman 
Harmzen said he was over-
whelmed with joy and pride 
when the team won the award.

“I think we were fortunate 
to have a group of young men 
that were all friends, and they 
love spending time together on 
and off the rugby field.”

Captain Chris Lourens told 
The Profile it was great to fin-
ish his college rugby on “such 
a high”.

“A lot of us started together 
back in year 9.”

The year-13 student said af-
ter they finished second on the 

table for the last two seasons, 
it was amazing to have won the 
Coulter Cup earlier in the year, 
and then the Team of the year 
trophy. 

“The boys were all stoked.”
The 18-year-old student also 

won the James McDuff and 

Stella Clayton-Greene trophy 
for outstanding leadership in 
sport.

“It was nice to be acknowl-
edged for being the captain for 
the First XV Rugby team for 
the last couple of years.”

The coaches and his team 

Some of the HPC First XV rugby team players, with captain Chris Lourens, centre.          Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA “definitely contributed” to his 
achievement, he said.

“We are a great team and 
that made it easy to lead a 
group of great players.”

One thing that helped the 
team mates gel together as a 
unit was the fact most of them 
were mates and hung out so-
cially outside of rugby, Chris 
said.

They played junior rugby 
together and have just “contin-
ued to grow together”, he said.

“And when new boys would 
join they just became part of 
us and the team. We have fun 
on and off the field. We just 
work so well as a team.”

One way Chris managed to 
keep motivated throughout 
the season was “to lead by ex-
ample”.

“I give it my all at trainings 
and on game days and - the 
boys just follow my example.”

“I love the game so it was 
pretty easy to stay motivated.

“Our coaches also guided me 
and their input into our game 
and game plans was essential 
for me to lead the team prop-
erly.”

For others who wanted to be 
a team captain one day, Chris 
said to work hard. “Show up 
and give it your all. You gain 
respect by respecting others.”

ADVERTORIAL
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ROCK BOTTOM PRICE!

2597$
ONLY

795$
ONLY

SLEEPMAX ECON
QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

EUROPAEDIC
QUEEN MATTRESS AND BASE

OF THE YEAR
OF THE YEAR

LOWEST
PRICESLOWEST
PRICES

ONE PRICE ANY SIZE

1499$
ONLY

Zzz TIME ULTRA
MATTRESS AND BASE

LIMITED TIME ONLY

Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within this advertisement. Price subject to
single size mattress and base only.

FREE OLD BED REMOVAL AND SET UP WITH SUPERGOLD CARD

In search of ‘Good Bitches’ who like to bake
A charitable baking group 

with a memorable name is 
in search of new members in 
Thames. 

Good Bitches Baking is a 
movement which sees more 
than 3000 volunteers nation-
wide prepare baked goods on 
a regular basis, for community 
groups helping those going 
through tough times. 

The Thames chapter is cur-
rently the smallest in the coun-
try at only 15 members, but 
“Head Bitch” Stacey Dunlop is 
keen to recruit. 

“‘Bitches’ come across like it 
has to be females...  Anyone’s 
welcome. We’ve got a big age 
range, it’s a large range of peo-
ple that do it. [But] it’s dwin-
dled a bit lately - no one has 
heard about it,” Stacey said. 

“I feel like there’s more of a 
need, and I think we could be 
utilised a bit more, if people 
knew about this. I like that it’s 
Thames people giving straight 
to Thames people. That’s quite 
cool. I’d like to make it grow.”

The premise for the group is 
simple. Members sign up to a 
roster where they commit to 
baking once or twice a month, 
or whatever suits their sched-
ule. They fill up a baking box 
with a batch or two of what-
ever they feel like whipping up, 
and then deliver the goodies to 
their rostered recipient.

Recipients meanwhile, are 
simply people who are doing 
it tough - whatever that means 

to them. Currently the Thames 
chapter has five recipients on 
its books: the Waikato Cancer 
Society, Hospice Waikato, Te 
Whāriki Manawāhine O Haura-
ki – Hauraki Women’s Refuge, 
the Living Well Trust Food-
bank, and the Thames Hospital 
chemotherapy room. 

Stacey, who took over man-
agement of the Thames chapter 
just three months ago, is also 

keen to expand the recipient 
list. She said the ideal candi-
dates would be organisations 
servicing those who were strug-
gling and needed something 
to brighten their day - a group 
with regular scheduled meet-
ings or deliveries was ideal. 

“Like Hospice: they’ve got 
meetings on a particular day, 
they’ve got their bereavement 
group. And I’ve been a nurse in 

Thames for probably the last 12 
years or so, so it’s kind of how I 
got the chemo room involved,” 
Stacey said. 

“The food bank just love us, 
they think it’s great. They get 
excited when they see the white 
boxes coming, which was cool 
to hear. And the chemo room, 
we just started, but they’ve 
been really happy as well with 
how it’s worked out and it’s 

Stacey Dunlop’s involvement in a charitable baking group is all about kindness.             Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

been a smooth process to bring 
them on.”

And potential bakers need 
not be put off by the group 
name. 

“Anyone can be a Good Bitch 
– it’s a very admiring and gen-
der-inclusive term,” the web-
site said. 

“Good Bitches are people 
who want to help and like to 
just get stuff done. You don’t 
have to be a master baker, be-
cause it’s your kindness that 
matters the most.”

Stacy agreed, saying it was 
all about giving back to others. 
She got into baking herself as 
a hobby during lockdown, and 
now that she has small chil-
dren she said it’s something 
that she can do for others that 
fits her lifestyle. 

“I like baking but I also like 
giving it away for people who 
are having a rough time. It’s 
nice to be able to give them 
something,” Stacey said.

“And the kids [are] trying to 
get involved too, which is quite 
fun for my four-year-old. He’s 
quite good at baking, he likes 
to crack the eggs in and stuff.

“So that’s fun for the both of 
us. And he knows what I’m do-
ing as well, which is nice. He 
brings it with me [on deliver-
ies] and sometimes hands it 
over.”
DETAILS: To find out more or to 
register as a baker or recipient, 
visit www.gbb.org.nz and click 
“get involved”. 
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

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong
Korando Ltd

2.0 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms

ONLY
$12,990

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Top Spec with Leather

$8,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990

2001 Suzuki Grand Vitara
V6 Auto 4WD, Can be Towed

ONLY
$5,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai
Low Kms, NZ New, TOP SPEC

$21,990
SPECIAL

2005 Jaguar XJ8
Auto, NZ New, Only 89kms,

2 Owners, Superb Car & Condition

$21,990
2012 Ford Territory TS
Auto, AWD, V6 Diesel, Top Tow SUV

$10,990

2010 Toyota SAI Hybrid
Auto, Reliability Proven, Eco Plus

$8,990

£15,000 kauri log drive contributes to deforestation

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

At Pūriri, splendid drives of 
logs from the operations 

of the Kauri Timber Company 
in Pūriri Valley Rd were for-
warded to the Auckland mills 
in rafts towed by the Waitangi 
and the Pelican. 

About £15,000 worth of tim-
ber had been released at Pūriri, 
while the total for the peninsu-
la would run into considerably 
over £100,000. 

The deforestation of the Hau-
raki Peninsula was noted with 
satisfaction to be proceeding 
apace.

At Paeroa, a mystery regard-
ing a crate of chickens ended 
in the Magistrate’s Court. Mrs 
Tanner, Waihī Hotel propri-
etress, came in to Paeroa and 
purchased some fowls from Mr 
Whitten, paying half-a-crown 
each for them. Mrs Tanner 
told Mr Whitten to send out as 
many more as he liked at the 
same price up to Christmas 
time. 

Shortly afterwards Mr Whit-
ten sent out a crate of ducks, 
but ducks not being fowls, they 

Besieged by logs - the office of the Kauri Timber Company at Pūriri, after the 
bursting of a timber boom.                         SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

were promptly returned. Later 
he sent out a crate of fowls, but 
in the meantime Mrs Tanner 
had left Waihī, and the fowls 
disappeared. Still later Mr 
Whitten sent out another crate 
of fowls, and these were deliv-
ered to Mr Samuel Tanner. 

This gentleman, not having 
ordered any fowls, declined to 
take delivery, and after having 
a conversation with Mr Whitten 
over the phone, was told to send 
them to the auctioneer.

This was done and the fowls 
were sold, but afterwards Mr 
Whitten sued Samuel Tanner 
for their value without suc-
cess. The address on the crate 
of fowls that found its way to 
Samuel Tanner’s shop was not 
too distinct - Mr Tanner said it 
was certainly not addressed to 
the Waihī Hotel. The amount 

Mr Whitten claimed from Mrs 
Tanner was £1 6s but the Mag-
istrate decided against the 
plaintiff and ordered him to pay 
costs £4 1s.

Meanwhile, the matter of a 
crossing over the Waihōu River 
at a point near Thames to con-
nect the Hauraki Plains by road 
with Thames was occupying the 
attention of the Thames Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

They sent the Minister of 
Public Works a resolution 
that communication between 
Thames and the Plains should 
be opened up by a bridge. 

The most suitable site was in 
a line as near as possible with 
the continuation of the road 
leading from Pipiroa to a point 
on the Waihōu River, nearly op-
posite Kōpū. 

A road had been formed 

1911

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. Which of the following is the 
name of a player in the 2024 
Australian Super Rugby team 
Western Force? a) Draco Malfoy, b) 
Harry Potter or c) Ron Weasley?
2. Which American pro-wrestler 
turned actor made his official 
debut in WWE as the ‘Doctor of 
Thuganomics’? a) Dwayne Johnson, 
b) Hulk Hogan or c) John Cena?
3. In Poland, how many points is the 
letter Z worth in a game of Polish 
Scrabble? a) 1, b) 2 or c) 10?
4. Kiwikiwi in te reo Māori translates 
to which colour in English? a) 
Brown,b)  gold or c) grey?
5. Roma, Brandywine, Cherry and 
Moneymaker are all types of which 
fruit?
6. Which is New Zealand’s largest 
enclosed harbour? a) Kaipara, b) 
Kawhia or c) Waitemata?
7. Which is the most populated 
Australian state?
8. Who was the first female Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom? 
9. What is the chemical symbol for 
the element gold? a) Au, b) Ag or 
c) Go?
10. Who wrote the novel 1984? 
a) Aldous Huxley, b) Ray Bradbury, 
c) George Orwell or d) F. Scott 
Fitzgerald?

ANSWERS: 1. b) Harry Potter; 2. c) John 
Cena; 3. a) 1; 4. c) Grey; 5. Tomato; 6. a) 
Kaipara; 7. New South Wales; 8. Margaret 
Thatcher; 9. a) Au; 10. c) George Orwell.

from Pipiroa to Turua to enable 
settlers to cross the Waihōu 
River at Turua. They then trav-
elled three miles of road to the 
Matatoki train station and on 
to Thames by rail. 

A continuation of the Pipiroa 
to Kōpū road and a crossing 
over the river at Kōpū would 
shorten the journey from Pip-
iroa to Thames by over six 
miles.

At Thames a man who re-
fused £8000 cash for 16,000 
shares in a mining proposition 
was afterwards reduced to pov-
erty. His fluctuating fortunes 
continued over the years but 
when the Thames Star came 
across him they found him 
as hopeful and courageous as 
ever. “They got it all - at least I 
lost it all,” he explained, almost 
apologetically. 

“I should have accepted the 
offer made me in Auckland 
years ago - at the time of the 
1906 boom. But I didn’t, and 
it’s no use crying over spilt 
milk. I worked hard at the 
Klondike, and afterwards came 
back to New Zealand, and went 
packing, fossicking, and gum-
digging, and, again got a little 
put by.

“But I started farming and 
storekeeping up the Kauaeran-
ga and lost my little all and 
now I have a little claim down 
the coast and I hope that before 
long I will be all right again. I 
have good prospects and I think 
I will make a success of it.” 

And with a confident smile 
and a hearty shake of the hand, 
he was off to purchase his 
weekly supply of stores.
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Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90 per cube
Gum $135 per cube
FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE

Ends December 20

Ph: 00800 7754 6827
002222 4277 166118

ssppliinnttassfifirreewwoooodd

SPORTS

Mayor Toby Adams and Lorraine Hayward cut the ribbon.                       Photos: LUKE MITCHELL/CHILLED EDGE PHOTOGRAPHY

Tension rises for Josh Toone, left, and Ursula Carstens.

Stacey Clarke plays a tough game.

Former English international player 
Steve Smith, left, and Ashton Carter, 32.

Hockey hoorah
 

The grand opening of the Thames 
Valley Hockey Turf in Ngatea 
kicked off on October 19. 

The Thames Valley Hockey Turf 
Society and Thames Valley Hock-
ey Association upgraded its facility 
from a sand turf to a specialised 
water-based synthetic turf in De-
cember, 2023.

While financial funding for the 
project came to $855,000, the 
upgrade itself was $820,000 with 
the surplus covering associated 
expenses.

Although the turf had been in 
use since last December, hockey 
hobbyists, friends, family and the 
community showed up for the of-
ficial opening celebration to offer 

support for the town’s new blue 
turf.

Thames Valley Hockey Turf So-
ciety chair Julie Stephenson told 
The Profile it was an awesome day.

A special ribbon-cutting cer-
emony was conducted by Hauraki 
district Mayor Toby Adams and 
former New Zealand representa-
tive hockey player and life mem-
ber of the Thames Valley Hockey 
Association Lorraine Hayward. 

The Thames Valley Hockey 
Association said they wanted to 
thank the funders, volunteers, 
supporters, VIPs, players and um-
pires who helped to celebrate the 
installation of the new water turf, 
and memorial unveiling for the 
Black Sticks shirts.

Former Black Stick Lloyd Stevenson, of Hauraki.

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Valley Toyota Thames
www.valley.toyota.co.nz • 07 868 8950
Contact - Karl Richards 0274 084 564

Christo Carstens 021 025 30264
Finance - Terry Boswell 0210 445 929

Tony Richards Toyota Paeroa
www.richards.toyota.co.nz • 07 862 7674

Contact - Kent Ravenhill • 027 878 0642

Finance - Kent Ravenhill 027 878 0642

FULL HYBRID RANGE

Toyota
Aqua

Toyota
Corolla Cross

Toyota
RAV 4

Toyota
Vitz

Toyota
Yaris

Toyota
Yaris Cross

Toyota
Prius Alpha

Toyota
Corolla Sport

Toyota
Latest Prius

Toyota
Auris

Toyota
Aqua Cross

Toyota
C-HR

Hey Toyota,
line me up a deal
on a used car?

Offer available between 1 July 2024 and 31 December 2024 on Toyota Certified Vehicles purchased from an Authorised Toyota Dealer. Total Toyota Certified Vehicle Warranty
cover is for 4 years/160,000km from vehicle purchase date, whichever occurs first. Total Toyota Certified Hybrid Battery Warranty cover is for 5 years from vehicle purchase date
or until the odometer reaches 160,000km, whichever occurs first. Both warranties exclude High Use vehicles. Warranty, Roadside Assistance and WOF terms, conditions and
exclusions apply. See Toyota.co.nz for further information.

Toyota Certified

How’s this offer we’ve lined up?

Buy any Toyota Certified and get

+ + +
Warranty

4 YEARS
AA Roadservice
4 YEARS

FreeWOF checks
4 YEARS

Hybrid BatteryWarranty
5 YEARS

(as standard)

Valley Toyota
Tony Richards Toyota

Thames
Paeroa
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Contact the team for a FREE measure and quote

Order NowOrder Now
to have your

Roller Blinds installed
for Christmas

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Waihī man takes action against diabetes

One reason David Parish feels so 
strongly about diabetes aware-
ness is his long history of active 

involvement in advocacy efforts.
While David said he wasn’t an expert 

on the disease, he had his own journey 
with type 2 diabetes and by taking ac-
tion - “I’ve got no worse”. 

And now he’s planning a special event 
in Waihī to raise awareness. 

According to Diabetes New Zealand, 
pre-diabetes is also known as impaired 
glucose intolerance which occurs when 
the glucose (sugar) in blood is higher 
than normal, but not high enough to be 
called diabetes.

The 83-year-old told The Profile he 
was advised a long time ago that he 
was pre-diabetic, but he ignored it, and 
about a year ago - David was diagnosed 
with type 2 diabetes. But he was moti-
vated to make lifestyle changes to im-
prove his situation. 

“If you take the appropriate steps, 
you can actually fight it back.”

He met with a diabetes nurse who 
offered him a Diabetes New Zealand 
pamphlet with a brief outline of what 
steps to take, he said. “They’re quite ex-
plicit about what you can and can’t eat, 
or you should and shouldn’t eat.”

There were also guidelines for meal 
sizes and a recommendation to exer-
cise, which David said he took seri-
ously. He avoided sugar at all costs, he 
said. “I used to eat a lot of honey, I was 
a beekeeper. I love my honey.”

David said he also used to eat biscuits 
like they were “going out of fashion”, 
but “I don’t eat biscuits at all now”.

He signed up with his local gym and 
got set up with a 30 minute exercise 
regime. Over the following six months, 
David said he lost 10kg. 

“I’m not a big person, but I had a pot 

David Parish.                            Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

tummy.”
When people would point out to Da-

vid he’d lost weight, he would tell them: 
“yeah, I’ve done it on purpose”.

David said he got his blood sugar lev-
els tested regularly. His blood pressure 
is normal and “I’m enjoying the exer-
cise that I do”, which includes time on 
the rowing machine.

He heard the best way to lose weight 
was to go on the rowing machine be-
cause it exercised almost every muscle 
with no impact, he said. “If you go run-
ning, there’s an impact.”

While biking was another low impact 
exercise, he said it didn’t work all the 
muscles. “I’m trying to better my time 
[on the rowing machine]. So I try and 
go a bit harder each time.”

But David’s big motivation was 
knowledge. “It’s knowing that very fact 
that... If I manage this properly, I can 
live a perfectly normal life.”

David said the other side of it was 
that if he didn’t manage it - “the conse-
quences are dire and the consequences 
of type two diabetes are terrible”.

“You know, lower limb amputation, 
loss of eyesight, kidney failure - the list 

is not good.”
David said if he had done the kinds 

of things he was now doing, he might 
never have tipped over into the type 
2 diabetes range. He said he was now 
out of what he called a holding pat-
tern, which meant he was only just 
over the threshold of being pre-dia-
betic and being diagnosed as having 
type 2 diabetes.

“I am hoping that my current life-
style balance of regular exercise and 
sensible eating will keep me in that 
situation.”

David’s involvement with diabe-
tes awareness goes back more than 
30 years, and it’s always been in 
conjunction with the Lions Club, of 
which he is also a member.

In November, which is National 
Diabetes Awareness month, Waihī, 
Paeroa, Katikati and Omokoroa Li-
ons Clubs will hold a special event in 
Waihī to help get the word out there. 

Project leader David said the plan 
was for people in the community to 
join Lions in the Lap The Map for Di-
abetes Awareness event which would 
be a fun walk around the Waihī Mar-
tha Mine pit rim. “The distance is ap-
proximately five kilometres.”

People are invited to meet at the 
Pump House at the top of Seddon St, 
Waihī on November 17, anytime be-
tween 8am and 12pm and it is a gold 
coin donation.

Diabetes awareness was always a 
very important part of the Lions Club 
philosophy, he said, which David 
also shared.
DETAILS: Lap the Map event on Novem-
ber 17, gold coin donation, meet at the 
Waihī Pump House anytime between 
8am and 12pm to walk the Waihī Mar-
tha Mine pit rim. To find out more in-
formation about Diabetes visit www.
diabetes.org.nz.
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

New flood protection New flood protection 
asset a bird sanctuaryasset a bird sanctuary

The sun was shining for the of-
ficial opening of a new $8 

million flood protection asset on 
Shelly Beach Rd in Pipiroa on Oc-
tober 21, and the local shorebirds 
were already making use of the en-
vironmentally-friendly structure. 

The project, officially known as 
the Piako River Mouth Right Stop-
bank Asset Rationalisation pro-
ject, is one of the Waikato Region-
al Council’s (WRC) “shovel-ready” 
environmental projects funded 
by the government in the wake of 
Covid-19. 

Its construction saw three age-
ing floodgates replaced by one 
single structure, with the aim of 
reducing replacement and ongo-
ing operation and maintenance 
costs, while still protecting around 
850 hectares of communities and 
agricultural land in the area. 

However, flood protection was 
not the sole consideration for the 
project. The new floodgate is locat-

ed in an area of significance due to 
its proximity to two Ramsar wet-
lands, one in the Firth of Thames, 
and the other at the Kopuatai Peat 
Dome. So along with the floodgate, 
the project also includes a 10ha 
wetland habitat with a large is-
land, suitable for the wading birds 
and shorebirds of the area to seek 
refuge during flood events. The is-
land is surrounded by a tide-con-
trolled flood overflow area, and 
there is an inlet drain which allows 
fish to seek refuge in the pond dur-
ing drought conditions. 

The wetland sits alongside the 
Hauraki Rail Trail, and the inclu-
sion of a purpose-built bird hide 
looking over the island means the 
site is now also an asset for the 
public to enjoy and explore. 

Council chair Pamela Story said 
the project, which has taken three 
years to complete, was an exam-
ple of council’s move towards a 
more environment-conscious and 
future-proofed approach to flood 
protection infrastructure. 

“I think it’s a great way to inte-
grate meeting the service stand-
ards that are expected around 
flood and drainage, but also recog-
nising that we can provide a really 
positive impact and habitat for our 
native species as well,” she said.

“Importantly, this project speaks 
to the approach our council is tak-
ing to climate change, delivering 
solutions that ensure we are more 
easily able to accommodate the 
predicted changes in sea level and 
rainfall… Collectively, we are ad-
dressing critical flood infrastruc-
ture replacement, we’re enhancing 
and protecting important habitats 
for nationally and internationally 
significant bird life, we’re creating 
a refuge for fish during drought 
conditions, and we’re supporting 
jobs for local people.” 

Project manager Grant Ock-
leston said the new island would 
eventually be surrounded by mud 
as the tides pushed sediment into 
the flood overflow pool, creating 
an ideal shelter for the feathered 

Attendees of the opening ceremony and 
blessing gather beside the new bird hide.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

inhabitants of the nearby firth. 
“We built a roost habitat for al-

most twice the number of birds 
that are in the Firth of Thames - 
we needed about 3000 square me-
tres of roost island, and we’ve built 
5000 square metres. 

“We hope that the species that 

are in decline or threatened can 
thrive in an environment like 
this,” he said. 

“It’ll have water around it, so that 
they’re free from predators. Be-
cause there’s no vegetation, that’s 
exactly what the shorebirds want

Grant Ockleston, Pamela Storey and Adrian de Laborde plant trees to mark 
the occasion.                 Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

CONTINUED ON P11



because that’s where they feel safe. We 
hope that it gets crowded after a while, be-
cause if it does, it means we’ve done our 
job.”

The Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird 
Centre was also delighted by the project 
outcome, centre manager Keith Woodley 
said. “The council commissioned us to de-
sign and build a hide and to do the signage 
for it, and of course we were delighted to 
do that because anything advocating for 
shorebirds in their habitats, that’s right up 
our alley,” he said. 

“We’re delighted with this. And it still 
needs further work to make it a good 
shorebird roost, we need to be able to get 

all this vegetation controlled. 
“But we hope in the next year or two that 

we’ll manage to achieve that. And it’ll be 
just fantastic.”

The regional council received $2.6 mil-
lion from the Ministry of Business, In-
novation and Employment’s climate re-
silience programme; $250,000 from the 
New Zealand Lottery Commission’s envi-
ronment and heritage fund; and $35,000 
from Hauraki District Council towards the 
project. The remaining funding was con-
tributed by ratepayers of the Piako River 
scheme, and wider Waikato region.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEW GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer

c/w steel tail door, auto gate latch, LED lights

$29,000 +GST

NEW Duncan Eco Seeder
Trailed 18 run complete with disc openers

DUNCAN ECO SEEDER

$31,450 +GST

$34,690 +GST$32,000 +GST

CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ
PH | 027 2850349

60 ORCHARD RD, NGATEA
3503 NEW ZEALAND

PROVEN
RELIABILITY

STARTING FROM

69,995.00$

+GST

QVX36 FEL FITTED

ABOVE: The new floodgate replaces three ageing gates at the mouth of the Piako River. BELOW: 
The wetland habitat surrounds a man-made island, which is overlooked by the bird hide.

CONTINUED FROM P10
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Last Friday night,Waihi College held its annual SeniorAcademicPrizeGiving, a fantastic celebration of achievement and community.
The hall was filled with excitement as students, whanau and staff came together to honour the hard work and dedication of Waihi’s
senior students. Congratulations to Hayaat Dass, who took home Dux; a testament to her dedication and outstanding academic
performance. Hamish McKinnon received Proxime accessit (runner up to Dux) award, and Maggie Gerbich-Burroughs placed third
in Year 13, showing the depth of talent and commitment across the senior cohort. These students were separated by such a fine
margin and have all been exemplary students throughout their time at Waihi College.

We farewell Tuihana Jack-Ainsley, Jennifer Cochrane, Jay McKechnie and Matty Matich this year after decades of care, knowledge
and nurture showered on the students and staff in their care. They will be extremely missed amongst students and staff alike and
leave huge shoes to fill. We also farewell Brian Hennessy who has been away on sabbatical for 2024 but has decided to take
permanent retirement. Lastly, Jess Michalchuk who was with us for a year in a temporary position while enjoying a short break
from life in Canada. They are much loved by the students and staff and 2025 won’t be the same without them – we wish you all
well for your next adventures.

Ahighlight of the evening was the awarding of various scholarships. Waihi College students who are preparing to embark on tertiary
studies received generous scholarships
totalling just over $83,000, providing them
with vital support as they transition into
the next chapter of their education and
careers. Thank you to all our sponsors for
their continued support of our students,
school and community. The Year 13’s
received their graduation certificates with
pride, and our new leaders for 2025 were
also announced:

WITH THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

WAIHI COLLEGE
ACADEMIC

PRIZEGIVINGwww.waiiihhhiiicolll.schhhoolll.nz

2025 STUDENT LEADERS

Leader of Arts & Culture:
Bayley Goddard

Leader of Te Ao Māori:
Mahana Magee

Leader of Environment:
Ruby Wilhelmi

Leader of Manaakitanga:
Brea Peka:

Leader of Sports:
Rylee Morgan

Leader of Service:
Maddie Oliver

Leader of Well Being:
Ben Jarvis

Leader of Community:
Zoe-Beth Naisby

Board of Trustees
Representative: Moana Magee

Leader of Learning:
Mãhe North

Alitech Waihi
Aries Publishing
Baker’s Joinery
D&J Smeaton
DLA Architect
Graduate Women’s Institute
Hauraki District Council
HELP (Waihi) Inc

J Baker (Sel Baker Family)
Maia Short Memorial (Brian Habberfield)
Martha Women’s Club
Mears Electrical
New Era
Owens Flooring
Photolife
Pioneer Fire and Security

Silcock Trust (Paterson/Silcock Family)
Supreme Cleaning - EBC Ltd
Waihi 100% Electrical
Waihi Family Dentist
Waihi International Academy
Waihi Lions Club
Waihi Paperplus/Toyworld
Waihi Agricultural Education Trust
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Particular congratulations go to the winners of the 2024 Special Prizes which recognise academic
success as well as leadership and community involvement.
The night’s key winners are:

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
2024 ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

SPECIAL PRIZE WINNERS

The Shepherd Cup &
Waihi Lions Scholarship
for DUX:
Top academic
achievement for Waihi
College
HAYAAT DASS

The O’Leary Cup for
Leadership:
For being an exceptional
role model and showing
leadership within the
school.
MAYA DODD

The Sel Baker Cup for
Humanities:
For the student who
has dedicated time and
passion to helping others
through community spirit
and tackling current
issues.
MAYA DODD

Toi Ohomai School Leavers Scholarship.
These awards are given to students who have high
achievement in school and demonstrate strong
potential to succeed in further education.
EMILY DAVISON, DAISY BURGESS

Waihi Agricultural Education Trust.
Formed for the purpose of fostering and supporting
education in the agricultural sector.
NEVAEH VAUTIER, HAMISH MUDFORD

University of Waikato Scholarships
HAMISH MUDFORD, HAMISH MCKINNON, MAYA DODD AND HAYAAT DASS.

David Johnstone Charitable
Trust Scholarship for
Tertiary Education. This
award is designed to
financially assist students
who are going to WINTEC
or Waikato University within
the fields of Science or
Technology.
HAMISH MCKINNON

The University of Otago
Vice-Chancellor’s
Scholarship
This scholarship was
established in 2015 to
recognise Excellence in its
undergraduate entrants.
MAGGIE GERBICH-
BURROUGHS

Te Paewai o te Rangi
scholarship from the
University of Waikato
This award is given to a
student who has shown
commitment to learning
and one who strives for
excellence and distinction.
It recognises students
who have achieved to a
particularly high standard
and those who show
outstanding potential.
HAYAAT DASS

Best All-Round Girl,
Board Chairman’s Award
& Martha Women’s Club
Award:
For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.
MAYA DODD

Best All-Round Boy and
Board Chairman’s Award:
For academic, cultural,
sporting and service.
HAMISH
MCKINNON

YEAR 11

YEAR 12

First
Zoe-Beth Naisby

First
Charlie Joyce

Second
Zara Clare

Second
Bella Paulsen

Third
Max Morley

Third
Mãhe North

Waihi Lions trades
Scholarship:
This significant
scholarship is to
financially assist a student
who is entering into a
Trades apprenticeship.
BRIONY
RICKWOOD

The Board Chairman’s
Award and the Waihi
Beach Lions Trophy for
Citizenship:
CAMPBELL
DOUGLAS

The Bronwyn Wightman
Memorial Trophy:
This award is for a student
who has enthusiastically
participated in school
activities, has a bubbly
personality and has a
great sense of community.
SABINE RUSH

Maia Short Memorial
Scholarship:
This is for a year 13 Girl
with a top academic
performance, who is a
good citizen, friendly
and helps others. Maia
Short was destined for
leadership and her Taha
Māori was incredibly
important to her.
MAYA DODD

The Kathleen Adams Memorial Award (also known as the
Jubilee Award):
This is awarded to a student who is hard working and has
a mature attitude and approach to their studies.
EMILY DAVISON & THALIA TREPELS

The Principal’s Award:
For someone who has worked hard all year and made a significant contribution to the
life of the school.
HAMISH MUDFORD, ZARA DAVIES-YOUNG, EMILY DAVISON

The Chandel Cup:
This is for the student
who has made the most
consistent effort during
the year.
HAMISH
MCKINNON

The Rogers Calculus Cup:
First in Calculus
HAMISH MUDFORD

The Golden Apple:
For Year 12 Art
ZARA
DAVIES-YOUNG

Grover Plate:
For Year 13 Art
SCARLETT
CHAMBERS

The John Combes
Memorial Cup for Science
and Mathematics:
This cup was presented
to the College by the
Combes family in memory
of John Combes who was
an outstanding student of
Maths and Science
HAYAAT DASS

Ara Poutama Award:
This award is presented
by Whaea Tuihana
Jack-Ainsley for someone
who shows leadership
qualities and is a positive
role model for our Maori
Students.
MOANA MAGEE

The Ryan Family Trophy:
This trophy is for Service
to school and community.
MAYA DODD

The Coombes Cup for
PROXIME ACCESSIT:
Runner up to Dux
HAMISH
MCKINNON

The Jack Silcock
Memorial Cup:
This cup is named in
memory of Jack Silcock
and recognises students
who have shown
tremendous strength and
resilience throughout
their schooling at Waihi
College. It recognises a
person who has put others
before themselves.
IAIN HARTLEY

The Kurt Hahn Award:
Kurt Hahn established
the Outward Bound
movement, and this award
is for a person who best
fits the Outward Bound
movement motto “to seek,
to strive and not to yield”.
HAYAAT DASS

The John van der Zwan
International Student
Award for outstanding
contribution
This trophy is awarded to
the international student
who has embraced
opportunities and
contributed to school life.
CEYLIN BEKTAS

Penny Bowden Trophy for
Performing Arts:
This award is in memory
of Penny Bowden who
was a former Head of
English. This award is
given to the student who
has been a mainstay
in the performing arts,
worked hard to achieve
their artistic talents while
helping others do the
same.
BAYLEY GODDARD

The Ethel Madgwick Cup
– Rural Women NZ:
This is awarded to a
student who wishes
to further their studies
outside of Waihi College.
MAGGIE GERBICH-
BURROUGHS
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On 29th October, Waihi College came alive with energy, talent, and celebration at the annual
Cultural Prize Giving. The event was a true cultural extravaganza, recognising the dedication and
talent of students across kapa haka, drama, art, media design, hall tech, culinary arts and music.
The winners for 2024 were:

Service is a huge part of Waihi College. The College proudly boasts many
students who serve either the school or community, or often both, in a
multitude of ways. This year, the following students were celebrated for all
they do to help make Waihi a great community.

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
Cultural Prizegiving 2024

Service Prizegiving 2024

Outstanding in Media
Design
Hamish
McKinnon

Most Outstanding
Musician
Jack Carpenter

Most
Outstanding
Performer
Cassidy
Shaw

Culinary Rising
Star
Zara
Davies-Young

Service to the Arts
Naelene
Donaldson

Culinary
Creative Flair
Logan
Brady

Culinary
Manaakitanga
Sam
Bjerring

Barista of the Year
Amy Harris

Culinary Student of
the Year
Hayaat Dass

Kapa Haka
Kaitataki
Wahine
Maya Dodd

Maori Performer
of the Year
Naelene
Donaldson

Kaiawhina
Moana
Magee

Commitment to
Culinary Arts
Bayley
Goddard
& Zenith
Gresley

Most Improved
Performer
Luke Brown

Most Improved
Performer
Luke Stephens
& Piper Dixon

Contribution
to Music
Hamish
McKinnon

Contribution to
Drama
Luke
Stephens

Dramatic
Performer of
the Year
Dylan
Purvis

Principal’s Certificate
for commitment and
dedication
Amy Harris &
Bella Paulsen

Outstanding in
Painting
Zara
Davies-Young

Outstanding in
Photography
Hamish
McKinnon

Composition
Award
Cade
Tucker

Music
Producer
Iain
Hartley

Musician of the
Year
Bayley
Goddard

Top Tech
Campbell
Douglas

ART & MEDIA DESIGN

MUSIC

DRAMA

CULINARY ARTS AWARDS

KAPA HAKA & MAORI AWARDS

SUPREME
CULTURAL
AWARD
Hamish McKinnon

HALL TECHNICIAN

Abi-Mae McHardy Student Council
Aidan Butler Surf Life Saving, Service to Sport, Waihi Lions Book Fair
Alexis Hughes Service to School
Aliya Smith Leo’s Club
Amy Harris Leo’s Club, Ball Committee
Ana Whatarau Board of Trustees Rep 2024, Service to Community
Ashley Samkin Leo’s Club, Service to Sport
Aysheia Domasing Service to Music
Bayley Goddard Service to Music
Beau Fitzgibbon Waihi Lions Book Fair
Ben Jarvis Leo’s Club
Ben Paulsen Waihi Lions Book Fair
Brea Peka Service to Sport, Service to School
Brooke Kelly Leader of Sport 2024, Leo’s Club, Service to Sport, Service to School
Cade Tucker Service to Music
Campbell Douglas Hall Tech Leader, Service to School, House Leader 2024
Cassidy Shaw Public Speaking for ADHD
Ceylin Bektas House Leader 2024
Chace Tawhiti Waihi Lions Book Fair
Cole Nidogma Waihi Lions Book Fair
Daisy Burgess House Leader 2024
Emily Davison House Leader 2024, Service to Sport, Ball Committee, Student Council, Service to School
Emma Beaumont-Simpson Student Council
Erana Telekolio Service to Music
Farish O’Flaherty Ball Committee, Service to Sports
Greta Spicer Leo’s Club Secretary, Public Speaking for ADHD, Service to Sport
Hamish McKinnon Arts & Cultural Leader 2024, Service to School, Service to Music, Ball Committee
Hamish Mudford Environmental Leader 2024, Service to School, Hall Tech
Hayaat Dass Learning Leader 2024, Service to School, Leo’s Club, Ball Committee
Hoani Pollock-Wilson Student Council
Iain Hartley Public Speaking for ADHD
Isla Menary Service to Community
Izzie Cannell Leo’s Club, Public Speaking for ADHD, House Leader 2024
Jackson Howard Waihi Lions Book Fair
Jaylah Rolleston Service to Sport
Jules Lovell Service to Music
Kate Townsend Leo’s Club
Kyle Sorley Ball Committee
Lachlan Hewlett Service to Sport
Leia Moritz Service to School
Lily Maslen Service to School
Logan Brady Service to Sport, Ball Committee

Louise Miller-Lonergan House Leader 2024
Luke Butler Surf Life Saving, Service to Sport, House Leader
Luke Stephens Service to Music
Lydia Pennell House Leader 2024
Mace Harries Service to Music
Maddie Davies Service to School
Maddie Oliver House Leader 2024, Leo’s Club, Service to School
Maggie Gerbich-Burrows Service to School, House Leader 2024
Malea Hutchins Service to Sport
Max Morley Service to School, Service to Sport, Surf LIfe Saving
May Kwast Service to School
Maya Dodd Service Leader 2024, Service to School, Ball Committee
Moana Magee Leader of Te Ao Maori 2024, Service to School
Naelene Donaldson Service to Music, House Leader 2024
Oliver Goddard House Leader 2024, Service to Sport
Paige Capper House Leader 2024
Palace O’Brien Service to Sport/Waihi Mini Ballers
Ra-Anthym Selwyn Service to Sport
Reese Neame Service to Sport
Romain Wiki Leo’s Club, House Leader 2024
Romain Wiki House Leader 2024, Ball Committee, Leo’s Club
Ruby Wilhelmi Leo’s Club
Rueben Snow House Leader 2024
Ryder Holtz-Taylor Service to Sport
Rylee Morgan Service to Sport, Waihi Mini Ballers, Service to School
Sabine Rush Community Leader 2024, Leo’s President
Saki Izutsu Service to Music
Sam Bjerring Service to Sport, Service to School
Sam Morrow Leo’s Club, Ball Committee
Scarlett Chambers Ball Committee
Shayla Roycroft Service to Sport
Stella Shave Service to School
Tapene Ropiha Waihi Lions Book Fair
Thalia Trepels Service to School
Toby van der Zwan House Leader 2024
Xandrex Manaoat Service to Sport
Zara Davies-Young Leader of Well Being 2024, Leo’s Club, Service to School
Zenith Gresley Waihi Lions Book Fair
Zoe-Beth Naisby Leo’s Club
Zoe Hug Service to School
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Congratulations to everyone who has represented Waihi College at sport in 2024. Special thanks
to all of the volunteers, including all of the coaches, managers and team supporters, as well as
to all of those that run the events. Thank you also the community which continues to support our
young athletes by sponsorship or by liking and commenting on our Facebook page.
Special congratulations to the following athletes what have worked extra hard this year and have
been rewarded for their efforts.

WAIHI COLLEGE CELEBRATES SUCCESS
SPORTS AWARDS 2024

TEAMOFTHEYEAR COACHOFTHEYEAR

YEAR 7
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

MULTI
DISCIPLINE
CUP

YEAR 11
Highly
Commended
Sportsman

YEAR 9
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

EQUESTRIAN

BOAT
RACING

SURFING

GOLF

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - ATHLETICS

SCHOOL CHAMPIONS - ATHLETICS

CROSS COUNTRY

SWIMMING

SWIMMING TRIATHALON

TENNIS

SQUASH

TRIATHALON

TRIATHALON TEAMS

BADMINTON

BADMINTON CROSS COUNTRY

YEAR 10
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

SPORTSWOMAN
OF THE YEAR

SPORTSMAN OF
THE YEAR

SERVICE
TO SPORT

LORRIS NOBILIS
AWARD

FAIR PLAYER
OF THE YEAR

SUPREME
AWARD

YEAR 8
SPORTSPERSON
OF THE YEAR

Winner Winner Winner

Winner Winner

WinnerRunner Up Runner Up Runner Up

Runner Up Runner Up

Runner Up

Nominees:
UNISS College A Netball
1st X1 Football - Boys
Senior Girls Development- Netball

Nominees:
Chantelle Archer
Jess O’Brien
Shannon Hargreaves

Winners:
UNISS College A Netball

Winner:
Jess O’Brien

Sportmanship/
Spirit Award

Boat Racer of
the Year

Surfer of the
Year

Rider of the
Future

Golfer of the
Year

Year 7
Elementary
Girl

Junior
Boys

Junior
Girls

Year 7
Girls

Year 7&8
Girls

Junior
Girl

Year 7&8
Boys

Senior
Girls

Junior
Boys

Senior
Boys

Junior
Boy

Junior
Girls

Senior
Boys

Intermediate
Boys

Senior
Girls

Intermediate
Girl

Junior
Boys

Year 7&8
Boys

Senior
Girls

Year 7
Girls

Senior
Girls

Year 8
Elementary
Girls

Senior
Boys

Year 8
Boys

Senior
Boys

Year 8
Elementary
Boys

Year 7 girls - Gia Sharfe, Sonny Fitzgibbon
Year 7 boys -
Beau Wilson, Xavier Hope, Noah McNeil
Year 8 girls -
Zoe Shave, Sophia Pillai, Tegan Clare
Year 8 boys -
Harrison Muir, Reuben Carey, Marlo Nopper
Junior boys -
Blake Smith, Tate Randell, Truman Alexander

Intermediate girls - Celeste Rush, Aliya Smith, Asha Davies-Young
Intermediate boys - Josh Smith, Conner Peters, Brody Orchard
Senior girls - Sabine Rush, Brooke Kelly, Zara Davies-Young
Senior boys - Cameron Lamont, Arashjot Sunner, Mãhe North
Senior Mixed - Romain Wiki, Hayatt Dass, Kate Pooley

Junior
Girls

Intermediate
Boys
First Equal

Year 7
Elementary
Girls

Junior
Girls

Senior
Boys

Year 7
Elementary
Boys

Junior
Boys

Junior
Girls

Year 7
Boys

Year 8
Girls

Year 8
Elementary
Girl

Intermediate
Boys

Intermediate
Girls

Year 8
Girls

Junior
Boys

Year 7
Elementary
Boy

Intermediate
Girls

Junior
Boys

Year 7
Boys

Year 7&8
Boys

Year 8
Elementary
Boy

Senior
Boys

Intermediate
Boys

Year 8
Boys

Junior
Girls

Lachlan
Hewlett

Stanley
Anderson

Lachlan
Osbourne-Sole

Hunter
Pert

Jack
Kayes

Leah
Kelly

Jazmine
Jones

Thierry
Smith

Tamsin
Douglas

Kendall
Tacon

Beau
FitzGibbon

Isabelle
Carey

Kobe
Phillips

Salvador
Lovelock

Stanley
Anderson

Leah
Kelly

Emma
Clarke

Jenny
Yeh

Leah
Kelly

Lachlan
Hewlett

Zara
Davies-Young

Myles
van der Zwan

Ra Anthem
Selwyn

Leah
Kelly

Ben
Jarvis

Stanley
Anderson

Aidan
Butler

Emily
Davison

Ben
Jarvis

Shaniah
Manawat

Nevaeh
Vautier

Dominic
Bismark

Thierry
Smith

Emma
Clarke

Brooke
Kelly

Lexie
Davies-Young

Nivek
Smith

Lortress
Thompson

Toby
van der Zwan

Callum
Morgan

Rylee
Kuizinas

Mãhe
North

Olive
Kelly

Leah
Kelly

Lachlan
Hewlett

Trent
Ewing

Lachlan
Hewlett

Dominic
Bizmark

Leah
Kelly

Brielle
Michalchuk

Nicita
van de Merwe

Aiden
Butler

Zoe
Walton

Lexie
Davies-Young

Thomas
Carson

Lachlan
Hewlett

Charlie
Joyce

Blake
Smith

Jack
Kayes

Jimi
Randell

MJ Verkite

Cassidy
Shaw

Aidan
Butler

Thierry
Smith

Jessica
Yeh

Emily
Davison

Emily
Davison

Declan
Coxon

TEAM AWARDS
Basketball - Year 7&8 Girls
Most Potential Anahera Osbourne
Fair Player Brielle

Michalchuk
Most Improved Sophia Pillai
Most Valuable Brielle

Michalchuk &
Rikki Morgan

Basketball - College A Girls
Contribution Emily Davison
Fair Player Jaylah Rolleston
Most Improved Brea Peka
Most Valuable Player Emily Davison

Football - Year 7&8
Contribution Bradley Crowe,

Elijah Capper
Fair Player Jonah James,

Daniel Carson
Most Improved Emma Clark,

Chirawat Upex
Most Valuable Callum Morgan,

Nicita van de Merwe
Motocross
Contribution Blake Smith,

Mace Harries,
Max Walton,
Lewis Hutchins

Most Improved Layla Hannah
Most Valuable Alex Maitland

Netball - Year 7&8 Piwakawaka
Contribution Xavier Motley
Fair Player Kimiora King
Most Improved Jade Jennett
Most Valuable Skylar Lloyed

Netball - Year 10/11
Contribution Hannah Bismark
Fair Player Kylia Muir
Most Improved Piper Elmsley
Most Valuable Savarna Brightwell

Netball - Senior Girls Development
Contribution Palace O’Brien,

Brea Peka
Fair Player Reese Neame
Most Improved Asha Davies-Young
Most Valuable Rylee Morgan

Netball - Year 7&8 Develpment
Fair Player Natalie Connolly
Most Improved Scarlett Holtz-Taylor
Most Potential Zoe Shave
Most Valuable Brielle Michalchuk,

Jorja Watson

Netball - Year 9 Develpment
Fair Player Zariah Brewerton
Most Improved Paige Hermond
Most Valuable Zoe Fisher-Peet

Netball - Year 7&8 Kea
Contribution Aleesha Leaf
Fair Player Poppy Bolderston
Most Improved Holly Orchard
Most Valuable Aleesha Leaf

Netball - Year 7&8 Kereru
Contribution Kate Goodwin
Fair Player Poppy Shave
Most Improved Breeze Clothier
Most Valuable Olive Kelly

Netball - Year 7&8 A
Contribution Tegan Clare
Fair Player Lexie

Davies-Young
Most Improved Tia Brightwell
Most Valuable Aaliyah Houston

Netball - Year 9 A
Contribution Daria Galey
Fair Player Leah Kelly,

Eveana Watson
Most Improved Narisa Cox
Most Valuable Indie Pickard,

Donna-Bella Paul

Netball - College A Girls
Contribution Sabine Rush
Fair Player Nevaeh Vautier
Most Improved Celeste Rush
Most Valuable Evah Carey

Rugby - U15 Girls
Contribution Isabelle Carey
Fair Player Leah Kelly
Most Improved Genevieve

Unsworth
Most Valuable Isabelle Carey

Volleyball - Year 7&8
Contribution Tegan Clare
Fair Player Lexie Davies-Young
Most Improved Zoe Shave
Most Valuable Brielle Michalchuk

Volleyball - Junior Girls
Most Improved Whole Team

Volleyball - Junior A Boys
Contribution Dominic Bismark
Fair Player Eli Townsend
Most Improved Tate Randell
Most Valuable Blake Smith

Volleyball - Senior A Girls
Contribution Zoe-Beth Naisby
Fair Player Ruby Wilhemi
Most Improved Hannah Bismark,

Greta Spicer
Most Valuable Zoe-Beth Naisby

Volleyball - Senior A Boys
Contribution Trent Ewing
Fair Player Rian Morgan,

Alex Maitland
Most Improved Stuart Hartley
Most Valuable Tapene Ropiha

Volleyball - Senior Girls Development
Contribution Moana Magee,

Palace O’Brien
Fair Player Whole Team
Most Improved Stella Shave
Most Valuable Rylee Morgan

Waka Ama
Contribution Lockie Patea
Fairest Paddler Jacob Adams
Most Improved Hale Nand
Most Valuable Isaac Honey

Rugby - 1st XV Girls Composite Team
Most Improved Gracie Tempelmeyer,

Palace O’Brien
Most Valuable Rylee Morgan

Basketball - College A Boys
Contribution Logan Brady
Fair Player Tapene Ropiha
Most Improved Lachlan

Osborne-Sole
Highest Point Scorer Cassidy Shaw
Most Valuable Logan Brady

Equestrian
Contribution Evah Carey
Fairest Competitor Tayah Lysaght
Most Improved Tasmin Douglas
Most Valuable Isabelle Carey

Football - 1st X1 Girls
Contribution Brooke Kelly
Fair Player Celeste Rush
Most Improved Indie FitzGibbon
Most Valuable Charlie Joyce,

Madison Muir

Football - 1st X1 Boys
Contribution Farish O’Flaherty
Fair Player Oliver Goddard
Most Improved Alex Maitland
Most Valuable Max Morely

Basketball - Year 7&8 Boys Development
Contribution Logan Cooper
Fair Player Sam Davidson
Most Improved Xavier Hope
Most Valuable Jordan Holmes

Basketball - Year 7&8 A Boys
Contribution Jayce Phillips
Fair Player Paitoa Peka
Most Improved Marlo Nopper
Most Valuable Mitchell Paynter

Basketball - Junior Boys Development
Most Potential Ra-Selwyn Anthym
Fair Player Max Walton
Most Improved Reef Frewin,

Blake Silk
Most Valuable Player Dominic Bismark

Basketball - Senior Boys Development
Contribution Sam Bjerring
Fair Player Callan Dodd,

Brooklyn Frewin
Most Improved Mahsiah Stockman
Most Valuable Chace Tawhiti,

Peke-Tupaea Ropiha
Highest Point Scorer Chace Tawhiti

Basketball - Thames Valley Junior Boys
Fair Player Levi Morton
Most Potential Brooklyn Frewin,

Kevin Ainsley
Most Valuable Lachlan

Osborne-Sole

Basketball - Thames Valley Senior Boys
Contribution Logan Brady
Fair Player Toby van der Zwan
Most Improved Lincoln Alexander
Highest Point Scorer Logan Brady
Most Valuable Logan Brady,

Cassidy Shaw

Basketball Junior A Boys
Contribution Callan Dodd
Fair Player Kevin Ainsley
Most Improved Lincoln

Alexander
Most Valuable Lachlan

Osborne-Sole

Palace
O’Brien

Alex
Maitland

Oliver
Goddard

Sabine
Rush

Brooke
Kelly

Lachlan
Osborne-Sole
SIGNIFICANT SERVICE TO SPORT

STUDENT COMMUNITY
MEMBERLogan

Brady Susie
Leau

Rylee
Morgan

Max
Morely

NZREPRESENTATIVES -BLUESAWARDS
Gymnastics Surfing Surf Rescue Surf Rescue

In Line Hockey In Line Hockey Hockey Surfing Surf Resue Tennis

U16 Representative
Netball Team

Neo
Morais

Jack
Kayes

Aidan
Butler

Luke
Butler

Declan
Coxon

Jazmine
Jones

Hunter
Pert

Beau
FitzGibbon

Max
Morley

Thierry
Smith



The Christmas tradition contin-
ues for Tauranga-based Schol-

ar’s Baroque, as the choral ensem-
ble brings its annual concert, The 
Messiah, back to Waihī. 

And this year, featured soloist 
Jonathan Eyers is returning to the 
choir for the first time since 2019. 

The baritone, who sang with 
Scholar’s Baroque for its first Mes-
siah performance in 2015, said he 
was excited to be returning to the 
group for this year’s concert series. 

Jonathan has since embarked on 
a successful career overseas, with 
opera credits across England and 
Europe. 

Most recently, he placed third 
at the prestigious 2024 Wigmore 
Hall/Bollinger International Song 
Competition in London. 

Soprano Gina Sanders, alto 
Charlotte McDonald, and tenor 
Iain Tetley will join Jonathan as 
featured soloists. 

Scholar’s Baroque said it was 
looking forward to bringing the 
performance back to Waihī. 

The performance was very 
popular last year, it said, with one 
audience member calling it an 
“exceptionally good, world-class 
performance”.

The choir will be joined by the 
NZ Barok orchestra, and conduct-
ed by musical director Chalium 
Poppy. 
DETAILS: Handel’s Messiah, Novem-
ber 24, 2.30pm at Waihī Memorial 
Hall. See scholarsbaroque.com for 
more information.
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$111000
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte available

GBD is running a weekly quiz

Every Tuesday from 6.30pm

Quartet (98 mins) M. Thu & Wed 10.30am: Billy Connolly, Maggie Smith and Michael Gambon star in this
comedy about a retired group of opera singers who put on a fund-raising concert to keep their home running.
Memoir of a Snail (94mins, 2024) M. Thu 4pm; Wed 1.30pm: Beautiful animated film for grown ups.
Memoir of a melancholic woman - a hoarder of snails, romance novels, and guinea-pigs.
Thelma (98 mins) M. Fri 10.30am; Wed 5.15pm: Encore screenings. 93-year-old Thelma gets duped
by a phone scammer and sets out on a quest across the city to reclaim what was taken from her.
The Critic (101 mins) M. Fri 1.30pm & 4pm: Sir Ian McKellen (The Lord of the Rings) stars as a powerful
London theatre critic who lures a struggling actress into a blackmail scheme with deadly consequences.
Bookworm (103 mins) PG. Sat 1pm; Sun 10.30am: 11-year-old Mildred’s world is turned upside down
when her estranged father takes her camping to find a mythological beast known as the Canterbury Panther.
Lee (117 mins, 2023) M. Sun 1.30pm; Tue 4.30pm: Story of photographer & model Lee Miller who
became a war correspondent. Includes a photo of Miller herself posing defiantly in Hitler’s private bathtub.
British & Irish Film Festival films 7.15pm sessions: Chuck Chuck Baby (Thu) A film of love, loss
and music set in a chicken factory; Tarrac (Fri) Drama set on the coastlines of Kerry in the tough
world of Naomhóg racing; The Return (Sat) Gritty retelling of Odysseus’ return home from war;
Lies We Tell (Tue) A chilling and atmospheric gothic tour de force; Merchant Ivory (Wed) First
definitive doco about the producer & director of Howards End and The Remains of the Day.
4pm sessions: Howards End (Sat) Dazzling adaptation of E.M. Forster’s novel. Starring:
Anthony Hopkins, Vanessa Redgrave, Helena Bonham Carter, Emma Thompson; Remains of the
Day (Sun) Follows head butler Stevens (Anthony Hopkins), whose world of manners & decorum
is tested by the arrival of housekeeper Miss Kenton (Emma Thompson)

Movies from Thursday 14 November to Wednesday 20 November
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
The Messiah to return for annual Christmas concert
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Baritone Jonathan Eyers will perform with Scholar’s Baroque in 
this year’s performance of The Messiah.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

Adrienne Lockwood with her winning mixed media piece of Coffey’s Creek.         Photos: SUPPLIED

ARTWaikino showcase
The ARTWaikino art exhibition was 
held in Waikino’s Victoria Hall on La-
bour Weekend, and organisers said it 
was a great success. 

More than $6000 was raised and 37 
artworks sold at the three-day event, 
which saw artists from across the dis-
trict and further afield compete for 
prizes in several categories, including 
painting, mixed media, sculpture, craft 
and photography. There were also 
special awards for young artists, best 
use of recycled material, and people’s 
choice. The funds raised will go to-
wards the upkeep of the hall. 

“It’s the highest number of art pieces 
we’ve sold since pre-Covid - we only 
have sales records from 2018,” com-
mittee member Sarah Holmes said

“The level of skill involved in the 
entries this year was great, and many 
people commented how wonderful the 
event was.

“It was awesome to have so much 
support from local businesses, espe-
cially when business is hard at the mo-
ment. We’re proud to have put on this 
event for the benefit of artists and the 
community and hope to have a great 
25th year next year.”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: First prize in the painting category went to Heather Stuart with 
her untitled oil painting. The winning sculpture, Hawk, was constructed by Les Hughes. The 
people’s choice winner, Storm brewing lake - Wakatipu by Gavin Smith. Wendy Henderson won 
the reuse category with Tea in a pinstripe suit.
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Block, 4 Come down to earth, 14 Droop, 15 Extra, 16 Dermatitis17 Drive, 19 New, 20 Prudent,
21 Islanders, 22 Rising, 25 Sightseer, 27 Tiered, 28 Biting, 33 Proficient, 35 Ebb, 36 Moscow, 37 Scum,
39 Ape, 41 Macabre, 42 Picnic, 43 Sharpened, 44 Cadet, 45 Deceased, 50 Po, 51 Farewell, 55 Tango,
58 Racehorse, 59 Origin, 60 Sultana, 61 End, 63 Exit, 64 Thorax, 65 Let, 66 Knighthood, 68 Theory, 69
Campus, 71 Sorcerers, 76 Chilly, 77 Stammered, 79 Affront, 81 Tar, 84 Aroma, 85 Incredible, 86 Opium, 87
Creel, 88 Stick to one’s guns, 89 Adder.

DOWN: 2 Luxury, 3 Cured, 5 Open, 6 En masse, 7 Outlay, 8 Noted, 9 Observe, 10 Aide, 11 Trivia, 12 Young,
13 Upswing, 14 Deficit, 18 On the cards, 23 Ashes, 24 Persist, 26 Inflate, 27 Tobacco, 29 Incense, 30
Grease, 31 Jeans, 32 Sonata, 34 Twin, 36 Mends, 38 Medal, 40 Apse, 45 Dirge, 46 Cocaine, 47 Ache, 48
Earthy, 49 Index, 50 Poodles, 52 Rough draft, 53 Watcher, 54 London, 55 Tear gas, 56 Ditty, 57 Link, 62
Circa, 67 Arrival, 68 Tactics, 70 Patriot, 72 Opening, 73 Almost, 74 Delete, 75 Endure, 76 Cruel, 78 Macho,
80 Rapid, 82 Talc, 83 Plan.

ACROSS
1 Time-teller (5)
4 Enjoyable (8)
9 In arrears (6)
14 Slightly drunk (5)
15 Wildly improbable
yarn (4,3,4,5)
17 Smoked roll (5)
18 Slice (3)
19 Exceptionally large
(7)
20 Fight initiator (9)
21 Be killed (6)
24 City in Spain (9)
25 Send back (6)
26 Inform (6)
29 Brewer’s craft (4-6)
31 Tree (3)
32 Educate (6)
33 Chew on (4)
35 Watch (3)
37 Garden lake (4)
39 Knocked loose (9)
40 Tiredness (anag)(9)
41 Capitulate (5)
42 Mountaineers (8)
47 US state (8)
51 Freight (5)
55 Baton waver (9)
56 WWII leader (9)
58 Match (4)
59 Go hard (3)
60 Consumes (4)
61 Loud explosive
sound (6)
62 Donkey (3)
63 Burdened (10)
66 Up-to-date (6)
67 Middle (6)

69 15th-century Dutch
painter (9)
72 Fitted with glass (6)
73 Flame-resistant (9)
75 Young tree (7)
77 Small piercing tool
(3)
80 Vegetable (5)
81 Mean, cruel person
(5,5,2,4)
82 Discover (5)
83 Be at (6)
84 Coming into view
(8)
85 Upright (5)

DOWN
2 Dead ringer (9)
3 Baked items (5)
5 Ear part (4)
6 Briskly (mus) (7)
7 Absolutely certain
(2,4,2,4)
8 Implements (5)
9 Refuse to do
business with (7)
10 Chop at (4)
11 Lump of gold (6)
12 Era (5)
13 Baffle (7)
14 Double-crosser (7)
16 Don’t ever give up
(5,3,3)
22 Mental giant (6)
23 Fruit farm (7)
24 Tedium (7)
25 Cure (6)
27 Batting spell (7)
28 Water-diviner (6)

30 Praiseworthy (4)
32 Waste drain (5)
34 Stinging insects (5)
36 Thought (4)
38 Night bird (3)
42 Revolution (5)
43 Set alight (7)
44 Boxing match (4)
45 Decayed (6)
46 Faith (5)
48 Mountain in
Tanzania (11)
49 Lack of due care
and attention (7)
50 Intention (3)
51 Bent (7)
52 Eight-note interval
(6)
53 Childhood verse
(7,5)
54 Throb painfully (4)
57 Brings upon oneself
(6)
64 Oddball (9)
65 Senator (anag)(7)
66 Handcuff (7)
68 Diluted (7)
70 Anchorage (7)
71 Fight against (6)
72 Shine (5)
74 Happen afterwards
(5)
76 Let down (5)
78 Long ago (4)
79 Religious image (4)

 SUDOKU               176

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                196

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Avoca: nutrients 
for soil health

Owner Bryce Manderson.            Photo: SUPPLIED

Avoca Lime owner Bryce Manderson has 
spent 40 years in the lime business 

and has unfortunately witnessed a decline 
in lime application over the past 20 years.

Coupled with the use of ‘acidifying’ ni-
trogen products, many farms are now lime 
deficient.

He outlines 10 reasons why you need to 
apply lime to your soils. 1: Increases pH 
and decreases soil acidity. 2: Increases 
nutrient availability maximizing return on 
your fertiliser spend. 3: Improves soil bio-
logical activity further releasing nutrients. 
4: Improves soil structure providing in-
creased resilience to drought and floods. 5: 
Reduces aluminium toxicity and increases 
root growth and root depth. 6: Reduces P 
fixation and improves P availability. 7: Re-
duces need for N-fertiliser by stimulating 
clover growth. 8: Improved pasture produc-
tion and palatability. 9: Improved pasture 
production = Improved animal perfor-
mance. 10: Provides calcium, an essential 
element for both animal and plant growth 
and health.

As we move into the spring, no doubt 
farmers are thinking about their soil health 
and fertility. Understanding the benefits of 
putting lime on their land is becoming criti-
cal to farming, Bryce believes.

Lack of liming has major detrimental ef-
fects on soil structure, soil biology and the 
availability of soil nutrients to the plant.

Contrary to what farmers may have 
been told, the ideal pH is 6.2-6.3. At this 
pH we are getting the release of those 
much needed nutrients that have been 
locked up at lower levels. 

Spring is the time to Lime and Avoca 
can provide you with high quality North-
land Lime.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Church Notice

Death Notices For Lease

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

 CLASSIFIEDS 

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying 
lengths, $10 ea
Available at the 

Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to 

everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , 
Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council 
offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information 
Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/
Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi 
Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 
Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper 
Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Monument
Services

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Storage

Storage

Storage
Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.Handyman 

Pets
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waste removal

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

For Sale

Public Notice

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Painter
plumber

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

HEADSTONE 
DETAILING 
SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed 
please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

- Deadline 12noon Monday

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

ROOF Painting, 
35 years experience

Make your Roof 
last Years more, 

all the latest 
solutions for all 
types of roofing.
Contact Peter for 

free quote
info@hotsy.nz 
021 618 384

WE PAINT NZ

“Old school service”
We turn up on time – Do a great Job 

Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments. 

Gutter cleaning. 
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing. 

Fences + Balustrades. 
Solar Panel cleaning

Residential – Commercial – Industrial
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021 618 384

HOTSY WATER BLASTING

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp build-
ing trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

HARROD, 
Aileen Desma:
Passed away peacefully 
on 4th November, 2024; 
aged 89 years. 
Dearly loved wife and 
best friend of the late 
Brick. Much loved Mum 
of Maree and Brett, Ian 
and Deb. Cherished 
Nan of John, Tiana, 
Mereana, Courtney, Ben 
and Brittany, and great-
grandmother of John, 
Blake, Jai and Leah.
A celebration of 
Desma’s life will be held 
in the Grahamstown 
Chapel, 102 Kirkwood 
Street, Thames on 
Friday 15th November 
at 11am, followed by 
interment at Totara 
Memorial Park 
Cemetery.
Messages to: 72 
Mountain Road, 
Western Heights, 
Rotorua 3015.

Saturday the 16th. 
Signs out at 9am. 
Estate sale. Around 
the Thames Sailing 
Club area. Bedroom 
furniture, double bed, 
kitchen equipment, lazy 
boy lounge suite, coffee 
tables, cabinets and 
other indoor goodies. 
Garden equipment etc.

Kauri gum. Good qual-
ity. Any amount. Cash 
buyer. Ph: 027 238 
8009 or 09 409 4839

Wanted To Buy

Livestock wanted 
to buy. 1-3 yr old fr/x 
steers. Any weight, any
cond. Payment on 
collection. Ph 027 238 
8009.

NICHOLLS, 
Mary Ellen:
Peacefully in Thames 
on Saturday 9th 
November; aged 92 
years.  
Loved mother of Cheryl, 
David (deceased), 
Lindsay and Christine.  
Honouring Mary’s 
wishes a private 
cremation has been 
held

ROBINSON, 
Lois Rae:
Passed away peacefully 
on November 10th 
surrounded by her 
loving family.
Muched loved Mum of 
Graham and mother-in-
law to Geraldine. Best 
grandmother to Lenita, 
Andrew, Kate and 
husband Buzz. Great 
grandmother to Riley, 
Tahliah, Mia and Korra.
A life well lived. She will 
leave a huge gap in the 
lives of so many who 
loved her.
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- Deadline 12noon Monday
CLASSIFIEDS

Public Notices Public Notices

CAPS HAURAKI INC.
The Annual General Meeting of 

CAPS Hauraki Inc.
Will be held on:

Tuesday, 17th December 2024
at 7.00 pm,

At the CAPS Hauraki Office, 
301 Pollen Street, Thames.

Please RSVP by the 10th December 2024 to:
Phone: 07 868 8644 or 

reception@capshauraki.co.nz

2023-2024
OHINEMURI CLUB INC

AGM AGENDA
Notice is hereby given that the 106th 

Annual General Meeting of the Members 
of the Ohinemuri Club (Inc) will be held at 

the Club premises on 
Sunday November 24th 2024 at 1pm.

Please contact the club ph: 07 8627987 
e: ohinemuriclub@xtra.co.nz 

for further information

Thames Museum Society Inc
Special General Meeting

To ratify our revised 
Constitution as required by 

current Incorporated Society 
regulations.

Thames Museum
 Te Whare Taonga o te 

Kauaeranga
 1.30 pm Saturday 23rd 

November
 Enquiries 07 868 8509

2024 A.G.M
Monday 18th November 

6pm
Rhodes Park Clubrooms

All current members 
welcome

Annual Reports 
Election of Officers & 

Committee
General Business

New members needed
Enquiries to 

Secretary.thamesrugby@
gmail.com

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac 
Sprint event, the following road will be 
closed to ordinary vehicular traffic for 
the period indicated below. During the 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 17 November 
2024, 8.00am to 6.00pm.
Road to be closed: Golden Cross Road, 
WAIKINO (RP 5.345 – 5.524).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure.
David Speirs
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Hui ā-Tau 
Annual General Meeting

Friday 6th December 2024, 
10:00am Whare Āwhina, 

Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki, 
210 Richmond Street, Thames

Agenda
• Whakatau | Welcome
• Ngā Whakapahā | Apologies
• Ngā Miniti hei Whakaāe | Minutes   
 of the Last Meeting
• Ngā Rīmiti | Standing Items
  - Te Rīpoata o te Tiamana | 
     Chairperson’s Report
  - Te Rīpoata o te Manukura Hauora |  
      CEO Report
  -  Ngā Rīpoata Pūtea | 
     Financial Report 
• Te Pōtitanga o Nga Kaitiaki | 
 Appointment of Executive 
 Committee Members 
 (elected roles)
  - Confirmation of Scrutineers
  - Nominee Presentations
  - Nomination and Election of 
             Executive Committee Members
  - Election Results
• Ko Ngā Kaupapa Tūmatawhānui |   
 General Business
• Whakakapi te Hui | Close of AGM

Refreshments will be served 
after the meeting.

For rules of Te Korowai Hauora o Hauraki 
Incorporated, please go to our website 

www.korowai.co.nz or contact Fiona Wasiolek 
0508 835 676 or 021 902 461. 

Nō reira koutou mā, nau mai haere mai.
Harry Mikaere  CNZM
Tiamana

HAURAKI VINTAGE MACHINEY CLUB
HAURAKI

VINTAGE MACHINERY

GOLD
COIN
ENTRY

Tea, Coffee, Cans
of Drink, Cakes
& Sausages
for Sale

CLUB
GROUNDS

Kaihere Domain
1559 Kaihere Rd

• Tractors
• Stationery
Engines

• Motorbikes
• Classic
Cars etc

Further enquiries
Neil Fitzgerald
0274 973 865

or
Robin Hill

0272 494 600

A free introductory meditation workshop is being 
held at the Grahamstown Community Centre on 
November 22. Meditation instructor and author 
Prachar Stegemann from Canberra is the guest 
speaker. Stegemann spent many years developing 
his own practice under the tutelage of the late In-
dian master Sri Chinmoy. 
The inspirational one evening workshop will include 
guided meditations, the use of mantra, an overview 
of the different paths of yoga, lifestyle recommen-
dations supporting meditation, and essential steps 
needed in developing a successful practice. Simply 
turn up on the evening, or register by text to: 022 
188 7432. November 22, 7pm at 760 Pollen St, 
Thames. All welcome, admission free. Prachar Stegemann

Free meditation workshop to be held

Tapu Hall was alight with laughter, 
music and conversation last month 

when the community gathered for a 
Country and Western Social. 

Reminiscent of years past when danc-
es and socials were a common event, 
old friends, neighbours and acquaint-
ances from up and down the Thames 
Coast gathered to enjoy each others’ 
company in an “old-fashioned” fun 
evening. 

At least one Dolly Parton and a Fre-
isen cow gallivanted on the dance floor 
amidst the cowboys and cowgirls (the 
$2 shops in town must have done a 
roaring business selling cowboy hats). 

Jeans and boots were the order of the 
day for more than 150 people who at-
tended the hugely successful event.

“I remember the summer dances as 
a teenager”, “This is where I had my 
21st”, “I met my husband here”, were 
some of the comments from the oldies. 

From those who could not remember 
the days when Tapu Hall was the centre 
of social fun, the comments were: “We 
should do this more often”.

The live music provided by musicians 
who travelled up from Te Awamutu and 
Otorohanga was easy to dance to and  
even easier to sing along with as it was 
mostly familiar tunes and old favour-
ites. 

Everyone soon forgot their shyness 
and the dance floor was filled the whole 
night. 

The spacious hall easily accommodat-
ed everyone, and when a breath of fresh 
air was needed, tables were set out in 
the big landscaped garden out the back.

And it wouldn’t be a community 
social without a “please bring a plate” 
supper and raffle. 

The tables laden with food stretched 
the entire length of the hall – sausage 
rolls, pizza, club sandwiches, savoury 
eggs, chicken wings, lamingtons, pecan 
pie, chocolate cake, lemon slice and 
more. 

When the balloon dropped from the 
ceiling it was as if everyone once again 
was at a child’s birthday party with 37 
prize tickets to be found once they were 
all popped. 

The organising team, led by Colleen 
Flavell – who has lived on the Thames 
Coast her whole life – did a solid job of 
promoting the event, with tickets virtu-
ally sold out immediately, decorating 
the hall and making sure everyone had 
an enjoyable night. 

The tickets were priced to cover 
expenses with anything leftover go-
ing to the Community Response (Civil 
Defence) Group, which has its hub at 
Tapu Hall and is organised by Tapu 
Hall Board Chair, Barrie Russek (who 
happens also to be Colleen’s younger 
brother) and the Thames Coast Sports 
group. 

The final accounting after expenses, 
which included donations from peo-
ple who could not attend, came in at 
$2000. This is an unexpectedly high 
total and the organisers want to say 
a big thank you to the community for 
their support.

The organising team for the Country 
Western Social was mostly made up of 
Thames Coast Sport pickleballers who 
play every Wednesday alternatively at 

Tapu Hall and Te Puru Hall, and hope 
to use their share of the funds to buy 
new nets and paddles. 

Anyone who would like to join this 
friendly group is encouraged to come 
along on a Wednesday at 1pm.

- By Kathryn Reed

Social fundraiser held at Tapu community hall

Tables were laden with food. BELOW: The hall 
was packed for the Country Western social 
fundraiser.         Photos: SUPPLIED
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BOOK YOUR FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION TODAY

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

25% OFF
LUXURY VINYL PLANKING

until 30/11/2024

BOOK YOUR FREE IN-HOME
CONSULTATION TODAY

90 Kopu Road THAMES
07 868 7608

quotes.thames@flooringxtra.co.nz

KOPU

25% OFF
LUXURY VINYL PLANKING

until 30/11/2024 Make every day beautiful with
Flowers on Pollen’s curated collection
of giftware, homeware, seasonal cut
flowers, arrangements and plants.

512 Pollen Street, Thames Ph: 07-8689891
E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

The appeal and success of 
Flooring Xtra can be attributed 

to the philosophy that lies at the 
heart of the brand.

Based around a co-operative 
model, each store is owned and 
operated by a local with experience 
in the flooring industry.

So when you step into a Flooring 
Xtra store anywhere around New 
Zealand, you’re likely to be greeted 
by the store owner or one of their 
expertly trained sales consultants.

Until the end of November, 2024, 
Flooring Xtra is offering 25 per 

cent  off Moduleo Luxury Vinyl 
Planking.

LVT or LVP mimic the look of 
natural materials with stunning 
realism.

Crafted to withstand busy family 
living, these vinyl floors are easy 
to clean, provide durability and are 
extremely pocket friendly without 
compromising on style.

LVT allows you to experience the 
beauty of natural looking flooring 
with the practicality of vinyl in 
every part of your home.

Explore our large collection 

of stylish and affordable LVT by 
heading to our website, or popping 
in to speak with our consultants 
at our Flooring Xtra Kōpū store 
between 8.30am to 4.30pm from 
Monday to Friday, or 9am to 12pm 
on Saturdays.

If you choose to shop with 
Flooring Xtra, your flooring project 
is in the safe hands of a flooring 
expert from your local community.
DETAILS: Visit Flooring Xtra at 90 
Kōpū Road, Kōpū, or phone 07 868 
7608, or visit www.flooringxtra.
co.nz for more information.

Top expertise at Flooring Xtra Kōpū
Until the end of November, 2024, Flooring Xtra is offering 25% off Moduleo Luxury Vinyl Planking.           Photo: SUPPLIED

My dad was 
generally a 

good bloke—gen-
tle, generous, and 
full of heart. 

He loved a good 
adventure, rough 
and tumble, and 

was always up for some fun. 
My formative years with him were 

pretty special. But everything changed 
when I was 13. 

He got hit by a car that didn’t see him 
coming. He broke three limbs and suf-

fered a head injury that turned our lives 
upside down. From that day, he lived in 
a cloud of frustration. 

The fitter-turner engineer I knew 
struggled with the simplest of tasks, and 
his personality shifted overnight. 

The kind and gentle man I adored be-
came a short-tempered bloke who felt 
everyone was out to take advantage of 
him. At 13, I didn’t grasp the full picture. 

I just knew my dad was different, and 
I didn’t like this new version one bit. 

I fought and argued, snuck out of the 
house, made life difficult for my siblings, 
and dealt with bouts of depression. 

I blamed my dad for everything and 
harboured a lot of resentment.

Funny enough, even as I grew up and 
learned the value of helping and serv-
ing others, my feelings towards my dad 
didn’t change. 

Then one day, everything flipped.
I was at a prep camp for a church mis-

sion trip, where we helped struggling 
communities overseas. My dad came to 
help with the cooking, and as I looked at 
him, I tried to put myself in his shoes. In 
that moment, my childhood perspective 
shifted. 

I started to weep and went to my dad, 
both to forgive him and to seek forgive-
ness myself.

From that day on, I was able to cel-
ebrate the traits in me that reflected my 

dad and support him as he battled deep-
er struggles due to his condition. 

It serves as a reminder: sometimes, 
confronting those deep hurts is worth it. 

Step back into the past as an adult, 
and maybe, just maybe, you’ll see things 
from a different angle that frees you 
from some pain.

When the child follows us into adulthood
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames and 
Paeroa to more than 300 students a year. They 
are passionate about supporting our young 
people to thrive. Much of this work is funded 
outside of schools and it becoming increas-
ingly challenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up to their 
quarterly newsletter or to become a supporter.

we ve got youwe’ve got
Thames,

ve got you
covered

FLOORING URTAINS LINDSC BL

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

flooringdesign.co.nz

DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all!

Until 30/11/24
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Thames 57TotaraValleyRoad

3 1 1 3
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu28Nov2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Motivatedsellers– ownersmustsell!
Thevendorsareeager tosell, having foundanotherproperty,offeringyouaprimeopportunity tosecure this fantastic
home.Spanning5,079sqm(moreor less), thispropertyprovidesamplespaceandprivacy, ideal foraserene rural
lifestyle. Largedeckingcreatesaperfect spot foroutdoorentertainingorenjoyingpicturesquevalleyviews.Excellent
garagingoffers roomforvehicles, storage,oraworkshop.Theestablishedgardensand fruit treesprovide tranquility
and freshproduce fromyourownbackyard.Awell-maintaineddrivewayensureseasyaccess, enhancing the
property’sappeal.Acoupleofpaddocksoffer space for livestock,making itperfect forhobby farmers.Contactus
today!

bayleys.co.nz/2180739

Turua 32-34WaihouStreet

2,418sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu5Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3.15-3.45pmSun 17Nov
&11-11.30amSun24Novorbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Oneor two, itsuptoyou
• Twotitles
• Residential home&commercial zoned land
• 2,418sqm(moreor less) landarea

32-34WaihouStreet,Turuapresentsa four-bedroom, two-bathroomfamilyhomeandswimmingpoolcoupledwitha
vacantcommercial section.The2,418sqm(moreor less)of landcombined is spreadacross twotitles. Ideal forawork
fromhomescenarioorpurchasedseparately tosuit requirements.Motivatedvendorsare relocating theirbusiness
andrequireaction tomove forward.Contactus today todiscussyour future requirements.

bayleys.co.nz/2316235
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 55Puhunga IslandRoadSouth

85.96ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed20Nov&Wed27Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Primedairy in thePlains
Discovera rareopportunity toownaprofitable85.9-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm,on themarket for the first time
since 1919.Set in the fertileHaurakiPlains, this farmsuitsboth first-timebuyersandseasoned investorswith its simple
operationandhighlyproductive land. It features65paddocks, a20ASHBshed, feedpad,andamplestorage,with
year-roundwaterviaameteredcouncil connection.The flat landoffersprizedAlluvial clay loam.There’sa three-
bedroommainhome,a two-bedroomseconddwelling, andasleepout. Justminutes fromNgatea,witheasyaccess to
AucklandandHamilton, thisprime location isnot tobemissed!

bayleys.co.nz/2316195

Karangahake 113AorangiRoad

2,634sqm 3 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View5-5.45pmSun 10Nov
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Tranquil country livingawaitsyou
Escapeto thecountrysideandembrace the tranquillityof rural livingwith this stunning lifestyleproperty in theheart
of theHaurakiDistrict. Locatedupanoexit roadwithviewsoverlookingPaeroaandtheHunuas, thisproperty
combinescomfortandspacewithserenesurroundings.The residenceoffersgenerous livingspaces,perfect for
entertainingorsimply relaxingwith family.Theopen-plan layout flowsseamlessly,providinganabundanceofnatural
light thatenhances thewarmthandcharacterof thehome.Accommodation includes threespaciousbedrooms+an
office,withamp

bayleys.co.nz/2316242
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
A hop, jump and skip to the world stage
One thing that motivates Sacha Willetts 

in her jump-rope skipping is to watch 
athletes who are at “the top of the game”.

But the 40-year-old jump roper is on the 
brink of her own significant journey, prepar-
ing for the chance at an international title at 
the World Jump Rope Championships next 
year in Japan.

The Thames woman told The Profile 
she always pushed herself to do things she 
shouldn’t be able to do after joining the 
sport “so late” and “being the age I am”.

“And I think that has helped me get better 
because I’ve always tried to do stuff that is 
out of my league.”

However, the Thames athlete’s recent 
competition results proved she was doing 
something right. Sacha competed at the 
Australian Rope Skipping Championships 
in Canberra from September 27 to 30 and 
medalled in five out of seven events. But 
that’s not all. The jump roper also managed 
to clinch the win and claim gold in the Mas-
ters Freestyle category, which Sacha said 
was “my specialty”.

“It’s the thing I feel most comfortable in.”
The Masters Freestyle category consists of 

a 75 second routine, put to music, with all 
the best tricks the skipper can dish out.

Sacha said she made a “fairly big mistake” 
because her rope got caught and took a few 
seconds to recover from it. “I lost the time 
there where I had to kind of adjust in my 
head.”

There were certain skills that needed to 
be executed in the routine so Sacha said she 
had to think quickly to make sure she cov-
ered all of the elements. While it didn’t stop 
her from sweeping up the win, “I felt like I 
could have done better”, she said. “But I am 
very hard on myself.”

Something Sacha believed set her apart 

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

from the others was her multiples or tri-
ples skills, which is when the rope is rotat-
ed around the body three times in a single 
jump, she said.

But something else happened during the 
final day of the competition.

Sacha, who is also the president of Skip-
ping New Zealand, said New Zealand 

gained membership into the International 
Jump Rope Union (IJRU) and was officially 
welcomed by one of the Board of Directors 
and the Executive Vice President.

The IJRU was the global body for the 
sport and now New Zealand was a member, 
“it opened doors to the World Champs”, she 
said.  

It meant Sacha’s first place victory in the 
Masters Freestyle event secured her a spot 
to compete and “make history” as the first 
New Zealand competitor at the World Jump 
Rope Championships in Japan in 2025.

She also placed second in the endurance 
speed and 30 second speed sprint catego-
ries, which meant she could compete in 
those events too, she said. “I just want to go 
out there and have fun, really, and not sort 
of worry about how well I do.”

Even though the Thames jump roper 
achieved a gold medal and a spot on the 
2025 world stage - she was hesitant at first 
to take part. “I didn’t want to compete and I 
was terrified to be honest.”

But Sacha said she could see what the 
sport could be for New Zealand kids.

“I had to go into competitions to learn 
more so that I can bring it home and, you 
know, introduce it to more kids.”

Sacha was helping to grow the sport in 
New Zealand by running skipping classes 
for kids in Thames at the Jack McLean Cen-
tre during the school terms.

And thanks to the Rotary Club of Thames, 
which gave Sacha a $1000 grant towards 
the classes - not only would kids be provided 
with new equipment, the hall hireage would 
also be covered so classes could be free for 
local tamariki, she said. 

But the “number one” thing in the sport, 
according to Sacha, was fun.

“That should always be the number one, 
right? That should be the focus, first of all.”

And secondly, “just give it a go”, she said.
Sacha’s classes for kids were very casual 

and fun - “there’s no pressure”, she said.
“You just don’t know what you’re capable 

of until you give it a go.”
DETAILS: For more information about Sacha’s 
skipping classes, visit www.sachaskips.com 
and to follow Sacha’s skipping journey, follow 
her on instagram: @sachaskips.

Sacha Willetts skips 
her way to gold at the 
Australian Rope Skip-
ping Championships.                
Photo: SUPPLIED


