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07 868 7892

027 314 1577

DRIVING ACADEMY
Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

Call or
text us

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Wild Studio discovers art in nature, P3

We are proud to be partnering with Racing Te Aroha for the
Diprose Miller Christmas at the Races 2024.

Wednesday 27 November 2024.
Check out: https://racingtearoha.co.nz/diprose-miller-christmas-races for further info.

Alex Church is a typical 18-month-old boy in many ways - 
happy, chatty, and laser-focused on grabbing the car keys. 

But the toddler’s immune disorder means his life will always 
be a little bit different - and mum Lisa Church is calling on 
the public to help him, and others like him, thrive. 

The New Zealand Blood Service is holding a blood 
drive in Thames on November 25-26, and Lisa said she 
was sharing Alex’s story in the hopes that more people 
would step up to donate blood or plasma. 

Alex has X-linked agammaglobulinemia (XLA), an in-
herited immune system disorder which affects his abil-
ity to fight infections. 

“His white blood cells never develop into adult cells, 
so then they don’t ever develop the antibodies that 
the immune system needs to fight off germs and bacte-
ria,” Lisa said. 

“He has to have weekly infusions of plasma, which is 
a blood product, to basically boost his immune [system] 
each week.”

Alex will need the infusions for the rest of his life. While 
it’s part of their routine now, Lisa said the diagnosis was still 
scary for their family, and she worried for her son’s future. 
Luckily, he should be able to lead a relatively normal life. 

“As long as you keep up with the treatment, it’s not going to 
impact him in any way,” she said. 

“If people keep donating, he’ll be fine.”
Alex currently needs five millilitres of plasma weekly, though the amount 

will increase as he grows. The plasma is delivered by an automatic

In search In search 
of bloodof blood

Alex and Lisa Church 
hope people will give 

generously at Thames’ 
next blood drive. 

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P2
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Thames Tides

*Not for navigational purposes.
Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
www.tidewiz.com        www.tidespy.com       www.ofu.co.nz
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

Marine
We are your local store for a wide range
of marine products. For trailer boats,

yachts and launches - we stock chandlery
for new builds, maintenance and repairs.

Scuba & Spearfishing
Get your gear “dive ready” - we service all dive
gear and fill and test cylinders. We stock SCUBA
and Spearfishing gear, wetsuits available to order.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Tangata Ora 
Trust ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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pump over 30 minutes, via a subcutaneous 
injection in his thigh.  

“To start off with, I was doing it while he 
was feeding, and then it suddenly changed 
to him being more active, and so then it 
changed to putting him in a front pack, and 
then doing the injection and having the 
machine as a fanny pack kind of thing on 
me. And then now we just do it while he’s 
eating… I feel like every month it suddenly 
changes to finding a new way to do it,” Lisa 
said. 

“It’s just one of those things you just have 
to get on and do it.”

Alex was diagnosed with XLA at just two 
months old. With a family history of the 
disease, Lisa said they were able to get a 
diagnosis relatively quickly. 

“My twin brother was actually diagnosed 
with the same condition, and so it’s been 
easier for me to know what’s to come be-
cause I’ve watched [him] grow up and go 
through the same kind of treatment,” Lisa 
said. 

“We were so lucky with Alex - because 
we knew my brother [had it], we were able 
to test for it straight away, whereas my 
brother went through being really sick as a 
child before they could find out what it was 
because it’s such a rare condition.” 

The prevalence of XLA is estimated to be 
between one in 350,000 to one in 700,000 

people. It almost exclusively affects males, 
and can cause severe issues like organ fail-
ure if left untreated. 

The NZ Blood Service said the demand 
for plasma in New Zealand was increasing 
by 10 per cent each year, but only four per 
cent of the eligible population are blood or 
plasma donors. 

The pale straw-coloured liquid, which is 
extracted from a donor’s blood, can be used 
to treat more than 50 illnesses. 

“Each week we’re falling short of the 
2100 plasma donations we need by around 
250 donations. And in the next 12 months, 
we need 1500 more people to start donat-
ing plasma regularly,” a statement on the 
website said. 

Lisa urged the people of Thames to con-
sider contributing to the blood drive for 
Alex’s sake, and for others in need. 

“I feel like everyone would know at least 
one person that’s needed a blood transfu-
sion before. 

“If it’s not themselves, it’s someone close 
to them.”
DETAILS: Mobile blood drive, Thames Civic 
Centre, November 25 from 2-7pm and Novem-
ber 26 from 8am-1pm. Call 0800 448 325 or 
visit nzblood.co.nz to book an appointment. 
Walk-ins welcome but space is limited. 

Alex’s search for blood
CONTINUED FROM P1

Information 
sought following 
firearms incidents
Police have opened an investi-
gation after two firearms inci-
dents in the Waikato region in 
the early hours of November 
11. The first report was received 
just before 3am on Orchard 
West Rd, Ngatea, after a man 
reportedly assaulted another 
man and threatened him with 
a firearm. The second incident 
was reported in Kerepēhi, min-
utes later, just after 3am.

A male in a vehicle report-
edly presented a firearm at a 
person along State Highway 2.

The vehicle, described as a 
silver ute with a canopy, left the 
scene and is yet to be located.

Police would like to speak 
to anyone who was in the Or-
chard West Rd area, or along 
State Highway 2 in Kerepēhi at 
around 3am. This includes any 
dashcam or CCTV footage.

Police are treating these as 
separate incidents.
DETAILS: If you have any informa-
tion, call 105, reference number 
241111/3896, or anonymously 
via Crime Stoppers, Ph 0800 555 
111.
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90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds

• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

FURNITURE & BEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

LIMITED TIME ONLY*T&Cs apply

Black Friday Sale

off all La-Z-Boy
20-50%

*

Kauaeranga studio finds art in nature
There’s something quite magi-

cal about the way Emma Cow-
an and Sarah Nicholson make art. 

The Kauaeranga Valley-based 
artists are the creators of Wild 
Studio, an experimental research 
and art-teaching business. 

Nature is their inspiration, their 
tool and their passion - for this 
duo an afternoon in the garden 
yields not only dinner, but also 
inks in a rainbow of colours, along 
with brushes, pens and other 
hand-made tools. 

“We call it a research studio, we 
are researching ways to make all 
of our own art materials,” Emma 
said. “We’ve always been garden-
ers, [and] I think it’s in our nature 
to be quite resourceful and thrifty.

“So looking at ways that we can 
make things ourselves rather than 
buying them has been our practice 
always. This new way of working 
has been really inspiring for us… 
There’s so many possibilities.”

Having spent much of their 
working lives as traditional art-
ists - Sarah as a commercial illus-
trator and Emma in fine art and 
design - the pair said Wild Studio 
had also brought the joy back into 
their work.

“It’s really given me so much 
more inspiration,” Sarah said. 

“Coming at it from this angle of 
creating everything from scratch 
ourselves, it’s so much fun. And 
there’s so much discovery and ex-
perimenting.”

Wild Studio began when the 
duo decided to try and distil the 
colours of nature into their work.

“We thought initially that we’d 
have kind of quite a neutral palette 
of orangey, yellow, earthy tones, 
but we’ve gotten the whole spec-
trum of colours, which has been 
really exciting for us,” Emma said. 

“Blue is one of my colours, and 
I thought, well, that’s not going to 
be possible. But then I thought, 
well, indigo is made from a plant, 
so maybe I can. 

“One of the brightest yellow and 
orange colours we get is from the 
weed [Montbretia] that grows in 
the valley, which I’ve been pulling 

out for years but now realise that 
you can make really cool colours 
from it.”

For Sarah, making their own 
tools was also a must. 

“For painting with, they’re ac-
tually more satisfying to use than 
buying plastic brushes, and the 
pens just work really well with the 
inks, to the point where that’s what 
we prefer over other tools.”

The pair have spent countless 
hours experimenting and cata-
loguing their created materials. 
The technical data they have col-

lected, from testing the paints for 
colourfastness, longevity and re-
actions with other materials, has 
been carefully noted down with 
the aim of one day developing a 
book, thesis, or in-depth teaching 
classes.

“It’s an interesting space because 
we’ve got a lot of technical capacity 
now - when we teach workshops, 
we have to kind of slow ourselves 
down because we’ve got so much 
to share.” 

And Wild Studio has become 
a key support for the duo’s work, 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

allowing them to fund their re-
search with workshops, classes 
and an online shop. “We’ve just 
started selling some inks… De-
veloping a bit of a shop that sup-
ports our research because we’re 
not selling artwork, we’re wanting 
to build [the] business by sharing 
our knowledge,” Emma said. 

The inks Emma and Sarah sell 
have all been hand-made. 

“From an art perspective, 
they’re like liquid watercolour,” 
Emma said. 

“We’ve kind of developed our 
basic extraction method, but then 
by altering different aspects of how 
we use the ink, you can change the 
colour, so you get more than one 
colour from one plant. Yeah, it’s 
super exciting.”

Alongside their research, Emma 
and Sarah also run art workshops 
for kids and adults. As they work 
with participants to develop their 
own unique art supplies, they en-
courage them to view the world 
with “foraging eyes”. 

“It feels like we’re building 
stronger connections by integrat-
ing plants and their uses into our 
art practice, as we have done into 
our kitchens,” Emma said. 

“It’s really changed the way that 
I see. And I’ve noticed that with 
our workshop participants, how 
it changes the way that you then 
see when you’re out in the world,” 
Sarah said. 
DETAILS: Wild studio art workshop: 
January 18 in Thames. See www.
wildstudio.co.nz for details. 

Artists Emma Cowan, left, and 
Sarah Nicholson in their workshop.       
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER



04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 20, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Hauraki District Council P 0800 734 834 or 07 862 8609 E info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

If a Building or Resource Consent is
on your wish list for Christmas, you’ll
need to get a jingle on...

Naumai haere mai to our newChief Executive, David Speirs.
Welcome to our Hauraki District whānau.

If you’re interested in all things technical,
you’ll love seeing the progress on numerous
water infrastructure projects we have on
the go.When complete, they’ll increase
resilience in our water network and provide
security of the supply for our communities.
Head towww.letstalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

DistrictWide
Water Pipe
Renewals

WaihīWater
Treatment

Plant upgrade
Kerepēhi Raw
WaterMain
replacement

Kerepēhi
twonew
RawWater
storage tanks

Paeroa
Wastewater
Treatment
Upgrade

Water infrastructure
updates

“The last two weeks have been a whirlwind of facts and figures, finding out all the urgent things I need
to know and seeing the places I need to see, but among all that there have also been many friendly
faces, hands to shake and words of encouragement. So thank you for making me so welcome and I look
forward to meeting more of you over the coming months. Harikoa taku noho mai ki kōnei me te whai
wāhi ki tēnei hāpori.”

DDaavviidd SSppeeiirrss

Did you know...
By law, the period from Friday 20 December 2024 to Friday 10
January 2025 is excluded from the 20 working day processing
period (statutory processing clock) for building or resource
consent applications.
This means applications received ‘after the clock has stopped’ at
close of business onThursday 19 December, may not be processed
until Monday 13 January 2025.
Current applications that are not signed off byCouncil byThursday
19 December may also be paused until Monday 13 January 2025.
There are a few things you can do to plan for delays:
• When submitting new applications make sure you’ve included

everything as we can’t accept incomplete applications.
• Book a free appointment with our Duty Planner and Building

Officer as soon as possible.
• If your application is affected by the statutory shutdown period,

let your agent or builders know to expect a delay.

Land Information Memorandum (LIM) applications
If you want a LIM report before Christmas, we’ll need your
application by:
• 9am Friday 6 December for a Standard LIM (10 working days).
• 9amTuesday 17 December for anUrgent LIM (2-3 working days).
We will still accept applications after these dates but there is no
guarantee that a LIM report will be issued before Christmas.

Building inspections
There will be no building inspections from Friday 20 December
2024 until Monday 13 January 2025.

Check if your road is receiving some
love this construction season. Sign
up to the freeAntenno app or check
our website for weekly updates.

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/roads/
road-maintenance

Have you got
it yet?

Road Resealing
programme

Alcohol Licensing deadlines
Don’t let Christmas deadlines take the
fizz out of your season – note these
important dates for applications:

• Special License – 22 November (for
events planned up until the end of
February 2025)

• Temporary Authority – 22 November

• New Manager’s Certificate –
2 December.

If not, you’re missing out
on important Council alerts,
notifications and reminders
direct to your mobile phone!
Download the free app and
use it to report issues to us
too – now that’s handy!

20 November 2024
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NOVEMBERNOVEMBERNapnest Snoozy Bedset
Single
$559

King Single
$599

DDouble
$689

Queen
$739
King
$999

5 years
warrantyy

(selected bed models only)

Natural Merino
‘NZ MADE Moana’ Bedset

Feel
Soft

Single $1149
King Single $1399
Double $1499
Queen $1599
King $1849
Super King $2149
California King $2749

10 years
warranty

Cool Gel ‘NZ MADE Cloud
9’ Bedset (with Standard Base)

vailable in
m, Medium

or Plush

Av
Firm

SSiinnggllee $1699
King Single $1849
Double $2099
Queen $2399
King $2749
Super King $2949
California King $4099

10 years
warranty

Napnest Comfy Pillowtop
Bedset

Feel Medium

Single
$599

King Single
$679

Double
$779

Queen
$899
King

$1049
5 years warranty

9
n
9
g
9

UP TO

60%OFF

FFeeeell MMeeddiiuumm

Classic Pine Bunk Set
“Removal of old beds included with deliveryyry”

Sinngle + Single
witth Drawer $899
Sinngle + Double
witth Drawer $999
S+S with Snoozy Mattress
Coombo $1149
S+D with Snoozy Mattress
Combo $1599

*85Kgg topp bed limit
*170 bottom bed limit

MEGA SALE

Turua ‘Lawnmowahs’ make their mark
Around 12 lawn-mowing leg-

ends certainly made their 
mark when they showed up to 
the Turua Domain on Novem-
ber 3 on their ride-on mowers to 
help give the town’s field a trim.

The Turua Lawnmowahs were 
joined by a few extra helpers on 
the day, who made their joint 
effort of tidying up the domain 
prior to their next event a mem-
orable one.

Brendan Walsh, better known 
as The Rocker Warrior, organ-
ised a working bee earlier in 
the year to help get the domain 
ready for a Family Fun Day, and 
was back at it again to get the 
site ready for the upcoming Tu-
rua Christmas at the domain on 
November 22.

Brendan told The Profile he 
“put the call out” on the commu-
nity Facebook page for people 
to head along to the domain on 
their ride on lawn mowers and 
help cut the lawn.

It was a time to “get together” 
he said, followed by a barbecue 
and light refreshments after-
ward.

Brendan said Cole Harrison, 
who used to live in Turua but 
now lived in Hamilton, reached 
out to him through the notice on 
Facebook and asked if he could 
help.

Cole, who works for Brandt 
John Deere Hamilton, turned 
up with three mowers and three 

people to help, Brendan said. 
“It blew me away, blew every-

one away.”
But that’s not all.
Cole and his crew were tasked 

with the final touch and mowed 
‘Turua Lawnmowahs’ into the 
grass, and Brendan said the 
group appreciated their help so 
asked them to put their branding 
on the top.

But it was clear Brendan’s mo-
tivation was for Turua.

“The reason I do it is it’s just 
really a community initiative.”

The next event for the small 
town was set to kick off from 
5.30pm to 7.30pm on November 
22 for the Turua Christmas at 
the domain.

People can expect to see coffee 
carts, food stalls, live entertain-
ment, raffles, bouncy castles, 
therapy horses, a slip and slide, 
and more including an appear-
ance from the man in the red suit 
at around 6pm.

The event is organised by the 
Turua Community Committee, 
which is seeking more members 
so they can continue to run com-
munity initiatives.
DETAILS: Turua Christmas in the do-
main, Cnr Raupoiti St and Piako Rd, 
November 22, 5.30pm to 7.30pm, 
cash only event for food stalls, all 
kids activities are free. For more in-
formation about joining the com-
mittee, contact turuacommunity@
gmail.com.

Turua Lawnmowahs pitched in to mow the domain ahead of their Christmas event.                        Photos: LUKE MITCHELL CHILLED EDGE PHOTOGRAPHY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Education

Here at Tapu School we have been explor-
ing the biology and ecology of plants in 
the context of forests and gardens.

We have also been learning about the 
use of plants and our forests over time, 
from the first settlement by Polynesian 
peoples to the present day. We are de-
veloping an understanding of weeds and 
pests, their impact on our forests and gar-
dens, and ways of managing them.

We have also been thinking about fu-
ture scenarios and developing possible 
solutions to gardening and the sustaina-
ble use of the forest. We have completed 
a range of projects to increase the sus-
tainability and biodiversity of our school 
and have several underway.

Please get in touch if you are interested 
in your child attending Tapu School.

Ngā mihi,
Ryan Abbott, 
Email: principal@tapu.school.nz

Tapu School - Kaitiaki 
o te Ngāhere

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Stories by students of Tapu School and the 
Principal

Tapu School students have planted an orchard 
and a vegetable garden so that we are able to pro-
vide produce for our kura and local community.

The Thames-Coromandel District Council sup-
plied us with trees, vegetables and soil to plant in 
our orchard and garden. 

We and our whānau helped to prepare the land 
for cultivation and then planted the trees and 
crops. 

We are caring for the plants by checking on 

them, watering them and removing weeds.
We have already been able to share some pro-

duce with our students and whānau.
“The broccoli tasted way better than that at the 

supermarket,” Year 4 student.
“I liked picking the broccoli and eating it,” Year 

1 student.
“I like how the orchard helps us with fruit and 

helps nature because the leaves suck up carbon 
dioxide,” Year 4 student.

Orchard and garden provides kai

Have you enjoyed the Education page? Let us know 
what you think - send your feedback to editor@
valleyprofile.co.nz or post to 2 Queen St, Paeroa 3600

A group of Tapu School students on the forest path.              Photos: SUPPLIED
Forest Path
We have created a path through our 
school’s little native forest to make it a 
more welcoming place and to protect the 
native seedlings from being trampled.

We plotted and measured out the path 
to see what materials we would need.

We then cleared the forest of invasive 
plants and rescued the native seedlings 
from where the path would be made.

Then students moved bark and split logs 
to the site and built the path.

We will plant the native seedlings 
around the school when they are a bit 
more established. 

It has been great to see locals and visi-
tors walking the path and enjoying our lit-
tle native forest on the weekends.

“I like going on the forest path and on 
the little bridge.” - Year 1 student

“It is good that we helped the seed-
lings.” - Year 4 student

“I like going on the path because we 
don’t hurt the plants.” - Year 4 student

This term we have been learning about 
Digital Technology through Scratch and ro-
botics.

We have been “thinking like a computer” 
(computational thinking) so that we are 
able to give specific instructions to create 
technological outcomes using computers. 
The most recent robotics session involved 
programming a robot to navigate a maze 
and avoid obstacles. 

This was challenging, however everyone 
came away with a greater understanding 
of computational thinking and a passion to 
learn more.

“I like that we get to control where it is 
going.” - Year 1 student

“It is important to be very accurate with 
your coding.” - Year 4 student

Robotics challenge students

Students save their robot from crashing into the wall 
of the maze.

Ruamahunga Reserve
We went to the Ruamahunga forest to ex-
plore and to develop a deeper connection 
with the forest.

We carefully observed the leaves, flow-
ers and fruit of different plants and then 
used plant identification keys to discover 
which plants are present in our local native 
forest.

Once upon a time, Tapu School was de-

clared the guardian of the Ruamahunga 
forest north of Diehard Stream.

We are looking forward to working with 
DOC, TCDC and manawhenua to reestab-
lish and strengthen our connection to the 
forest.

“I learned a lot about plants and trees.” 
- Year 1 student.

“It was fun to discover plants we didn’t 
know the name of.” - Year 4 student.

As part of the music curriculum we 
took part in several half-day ses-
sions with a drum specialist, Jaqui 
Barrett.

Students had the opportunity 
to learn how to use a wide range 
of percussion instruments from 
around the world. 

They also created their own mu-
sic in small groups and individually 

and then performed it in front of an 
audience.

 “I liked the big drum” - Year 1 stu-
dent.

“It was cool that we could make 
up our own beat and the class fol-
lowed it.” - Year 4 student.

“I liked the music we made with 
Mrs Finlay and playing with new in-
struments.” - Year 4 student.

Drum specialist visits

Students hone cricket skills
We have been learning about and playing cricket as part 
of physical education.

We were fortunate to have the Northern Districts 
Cricket Association visit to teach us new ways to hone 
our cricket skills.

One of our most recent students found out that they 
have the making of an amazing cricketer.

“I liked learning how to bowl at the wickets.” - Year 4 
student.

“It was cool to learn from a pro.” - Year 2 student.
“I liked everything about it.” - Year 4 student.
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Hard work pays off for Paeroa dux
Gracie Owen was in disbe-

lief when she snapped up 
her greatest achievement at her 
school’s senior prizegiving.

The 17-year-old Paeroa Col-
lege student was honoured on 
October 30 as she received her 
award as Paeroa College Dux 
for 2024.

The top honours student told 
The Profile it was a surreal but 
“very proud moment”.

It was like “seeing the hard 
work pay off”, she said.

Gracie appreciated all her 
peers, the parents and teachers 
who offered support and con-
gratulations following her big 
win, she said.

She was blown away to be in 
good company with past dux 
achievers, which included fa-
miliar people such as Grier Bu-
chanan and Jamie McGahan, 
she said.

And the history behind the 
dux cup was something Gracie 
was in awe of. 

It was cool how so many peo-
ple before her had held it and 
whose names were etched into 
it as far back as 1958, she said.

“I’ve always thought, you 
know, I’ve worked hard at 
school, but I think this has kind 
of validated that.”

But the thing that “drove me 
to do well” was to take subjects 
she enjoyed, she said.

Biology, health and chemis-
try were subjects she said she 
loved, and her teachers also 
made a big difference.

“When the teacher is genu-
inely interested in teaching you 
and wants you to do well, that’s 
a really big [and] helpful thing.”

Gracie, who currently has 
around 60 excellence credits 
up her sleeve, said one of her 
proudest moments was when 
she received excellence for an 
English assessment.

“English is not my strong sub-

ject,” so she was almost in tears 
when she found out the result, 
she said, and gave her a “new-
found confidence”.

Since year-11, Gracie has 
aimed to do as well as possible 
and “try my hardest - that’s the 
best you can do”, she said.

School in general taught her 
to work hard and push herself, 
she said. “And it does feel good 

to push yourself.”
The leading academic said 

she would continue to push her-
self throughout university too, 
which is where she will head 
next year to study physiother-
apy at Auckland University of 
Technology.

In the meantime, Gracie said 
she would work at her Subway 
job over the summer to save up 

Paeroa College dux Gracie Owen sees her “hard work pay off”.           Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA some money for next year.
But something else Gra-

cie was also interested in was 
sports.

Gracie said playing sports at 
Paeroa College “shaped me” to 
enjoy moving her body.

Her passions were running 
and rugby she said, and she was 
also part of the Thames Valley 
Vixens 7s women’s rugby team.

“It’s good to kind of unwind 
[and] just have time to be my-
self.”

One thing Gracie said she was 
“definitely going to miss” about 
school was getting to see her 
friends everyday, and also the 
cool teachers.

“I’ll always remember Miss 
Muller and Miss Dunser - 
they’re my favourites.”

But something she said was 
a highlight from her time at 
Paeroa College was when her 
sister, Jamie-Lee, organised the 
‘Run for a Reason’ event last 
year alongside Grier Buchanan.

To see Jamie-Lee grow as a 
person and as a head student 
was something Gracie said “in-
spired me to do well”.

Gracie’s advice for other stu-
dents who would like to work 
hard and aim for dux was to “try 
your best”.

Whether in sports, school-
work or any personal goals: “it’s 
a good feeling when you try”, 
she said.

“Just try because it does feel 
good to achieve those things.

“But also, have fun.”
Meanwhile, Milah McGahan 

was named Proxime Accessit.
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Business, Innovation and Em-
ployment; and Trust Waikato. 

Artists, historians and other 
community groups contributed 
to the signage and landscaping 
of each shelter. 

“These shelters have been 
game-changers for the Hauraki 
Rail Trail,” trust chair Diane 
Drummond said. 

“They have given us a real 

focal point to tell our stories. 
People are stopping, enjoying 
the respite they provide, but 
what has been fascinating is 
the engagement with the sto-
rylines. 

“And while we have already 
completed some panels, many 
of the shelters have a panel 
waiting for a gem of knowledge 
to come our way.”     

Rail Trail shelter project officially opens
The Rotary Shelter Project 

was officially opened on 
last month at Te Aroha West.

Officials and representatives 
from the Hauraki Rail Trail 
Trust and local Rotary groups 
celebrated the installation of 
16 bike shelters along the cycle 
network.  

The Rotary Shelter Project 
started in 2020 as part of the 
Area 4 Rotary Clubs’ centen-
nial celebrations. 

Rotarians from the Thames, 
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Morrinsville 
and Matamata chapters ini-
tially planned to build a single 
shelter on the trail. 

However, the expansion of 
the project saw the group ac-
quire funding for 16 shelters. 

These were installed at 
various points along the trail, 
providing shelter, seating, and 
signage with local and histori-
cal information for users of the 
trail. 

The final shelter was in-
stalled in Pipiroa in Septem-
ber. 

The project has seen the 
involvement of numerous 
community groups, local iwi, 
councils and many others. The 
seats were built from scraps 
of macrocarpa by the Thames 
Menzshed, while iwi were 
commissioned to carve the 
apex carvings. 

The majority of the funding 
for the $365,000 project came 
from Rotary; the Ministry of 

Officials stand in the Te Aroha West shelter. TOP RIGHT: The project was offi-
cially opened by Coromandel MP Scott Simpson, left, Matamata-Piako District 
Council Mayor Adrienne Wilcock, and Thames Rotary Club ex-president War-
ren Sly. RIGHT: The completed Kōpū shelter.                                Photos: SUPPLIED
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Miners trapped by falling timbers at Waihī
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A fall of timber in the No 2 level of 
the Waihī Company’s mine was 

the first warning Daniel Wilson and 
Arthur Mathias had that something 
was wrong. 

It was around 1pm in late June, 
1904, and the men were in the act 
of putting in a bearer. Then the lights 
went out. Daniel, a single man with 
six or seven years’ mining experi-
ence, suddenly found himself jammed 
between the cribbing – the timber 
framework lining the mine shaft - as 
rock and wood crashed down on the 
men. He miraculously escaped injury 
or death due to the cribbing locking all 
round him. Arthur, though, who was 
working just below Daniel, received all 
the weight of the falling debris. Soon 
after, Arthur said “I’m done” and nev-
er spoke again. Daniel was now in the 
dark, entombed with his dead mate. 
His terrible plight was not known until 
the afternoon shift came on at 4pm.

A rescue party was immediately 
formed and began cutting away the 
fallen timbers under great difficulties.

The greatest care had to be taken in 
removing the cribbing, which formed 
its protective barrier over and around 
Daniel, for fear that the removal of any 

Arthur Mathias, left, and Daniel Wilson.                        Photos: SUPPLIED

piece of timber might cause a further 
collapse. The rescue work was neces-
sarily very slow, and watched carefully 
by Waihī mine officials. Hundreds of 
miners gathered around the mouth of 
the shaft anxiously waiting for news. 
The suspense was very great.

Daniel, who was buried for four 
hours before anyone knew of the ac-
cident, and for four hours afterwards 
during the rescue, showed great brav-
ery. He could talk to the men working 
on the relief party and stimulating 
drinks and a candle were passed to 
him. At a quarter to eight, after heroic 
efforts by the rescuers, he was safely 
taken out and carried to the shaft 
chamber on a stretcher. Daniel walked 
with assistance down the short lad-
derway but was stretchered over the 
1000ft of level between the scene of 
accident and the cage, which took him 
to the surface. His injuries were light, 
but the shock great.

It was clear Arthur Mathias had 

worked his last shift. His body was 
taken to the Sterling Hotel. Arthur, 28, 
was greatly liked, and well known on 
the football field. He had married only 
in the past 12 months. He left a widow, 
Agnes, and a baby son. Originally from 
Tauranga, Arthur was related to the 
late Archdeacon Mathias, of Canter-
bury, and Colonel Mathias, late of the 
Gordon Highlanders.

At the inquest, the jury visited 
the mine to inspect the scene of 
the accident. The court was packed 
with miners. Daniel said that eve-
rything seemed safe previously. Mr 
Stewart, shift boss, stated that he had 
gone to the shaft the previous even-
ing. Though not actually in the shaft, 
he was within a few feet of it and the 
works then seemed to be perfectly 
safe. He thought it might have been 
advisable to put in a few props to se-
cure the ground when taking out the 
cribbing. Mr Coombe, assistant man-
ager, said miners could always get tim-

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. In a 2005 interview with 
Oprah Winfrey, Tom Cruise 
famously jumped on her couch to 
express how happy he was in his 
relationship with which actress?
2. The band Crowded House, 
currently touring New Zealand, 
formed in which decade?
3. Which part of the plant do we 
commonly eat when consuming 
broccoli?
4. Which famous painter is known 
for painting The Last Supper? a) 
Leonardo da Vinci, b) Michelangelo 
or c) Vincent van Gogh?
5. The term gelastic refers to 
relating or causing which human 
reaction? a) embarrassment, b) 
hiccups or c) laughter?
6. Which Caribbean island nation 
is distinctive for having the only 
national flag in the world that does 
not contain the colours red, white 
or blue?
7. Who is the highest paid football 
player in the world in 2024? a) 
Lionel Messi, b) Christiano Ronaldo 
or c) David Beckam?
8. In which year did Edmund Hillary 
and Tenzing Norgay reach the 
summit of Mt Everest for the first 
time? a) 1943, b) 1953 or c) 1963?
9. True or false: giraffes have the 
same number of neck vertebrae as 
humans?
10. If a bridge was built between 
the North and South Island’s 
closest points, where would it rank 
in terms of the world’s longest 
bridges? a) 1st, b) 36th or c) 
136th?

ANSWERS: 1. Katie Holmes; 2. 1980s; 3. 
The flower; 4. a) Leonardo da Vinci; 5. 
c) laughter; 6. Jamaica; 7. b) Christiano 
Ronaldo - he will earn the equivalent of 
$472 million NZD in 2024; 8. b) 1953; 
9. True - they both have seven neck 
vertebrae; 10. b) 36th.

ber necessary for their safety from the 
company. It would be the men’s own 
fault if they did not use it. The accident 
might have been avoided had they se-
cured the ground above.

Other evidence was taken, and 
then owing to a statement by a jury-
man that there were rumours about 
town regarding a dangerous part 
of the mine where the accident oc-
curred, the inquest was adjourned to 
obtain the evidence of the contractors.
Mr Cornes was summoned and said 
that he was the previous contractor. 
He did not consider the area danger-
ous; neither did he give up his contract 
because of the danger involved. It was 
not true that men had frequently left 
his contract because of the dangerous 
state of the ground. The place where 
the accident occurred was one of the 
safest areas. Mr McConochie, shift 
boss, was recalled and stated that the 
hanging wall of the reef was weak, but 
not shaky.

The Coroner remarked, in closing 
the inquest, that the accident was 
one of those inevitable occurrences 
which happened in the dangerous oc-
cupation of mining. He considered the 
Waihī Company took every precaution 
in this case. The jury found that Arthur 
accidentally met his death in the Waihī 
mine through the collapse of the pass. 

A rider was added that where men 
were working in an isolated part of the 
mine, they should be visited more fre-
quently by mine officials.

Arthur was buried at Waihī cem-
etery, a large number of friends from 
Waikato, Tauranga, Karangahake, and 
surrounding districts attending.

Representatives of the Miners’ Un-
ion and and local Football Clubs were 
also present, and many wreaths were 
sent. Arthur’s workmates were pall-
bearers and the funeral one of the 
largest held in the district.
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tractors.
“I would have the biggest col-

lection in the district.”
He planned to take four of 

them to the event, he said.
“I’ve got a lot of different 

makes of tractors, I think my 
oldest tractor is [from] 1926.”

But there was a spanner in 
the works.

Robin said the 1926 tractor 
wasn’t actually operating at the 
moment, and he couldn’t find 
out the reason why - “but we’ll 
get it going”.

Robin said the vintage ma-

chinery community in New 
Zealand was it was a lot bigger 
than people thought.

“You know, we’re all a little 
bit mad, I think… 

“We’ve got rust in our veins, 
picking up this old machinery,” 
he said.

DETAILS: Crank Up Day, gold coin 
entry, 10am to 4pm on Novem-
ber 24 at the Kaihere Domain 
1559 Kaihere Road (just off 
State Highway 27). For further 
information, phone or text Neil 
Fitzgerald on 027 497 3865 or 
Robin Hill on 027 280 7687.

Hauraki prepares to ‘Crank Up’ at domain
A day to celebrate vintage 

machinery in the Hauraki 
Plains was just around the cor-
ner for eager enthusiasts from 
near and far.

The Hauraki Vintage Ma-
chinery Club will kick off its 
annual Crank Up Day event 
on November 24 from 10am at 
the Kaihere Domain.

Event organiser Robin Hill 
told The Profile people could 
expect to see vintage machin-
ery, tractors, motorbikes, 
classic cars, and stationary 
engines.

Even an old milking shed 
belonging to the club would 
be on display, plus tractor and 
trailer rides and sheep shear-
ing “which the kids enjoy”, 
Robin said.

Yesteryear memorabilia 
would also be on display.

Families are encouraged to 
take a picnic lunch or purchase 
some of the food on sale at 
the grounds such as sausages, 
cakes, tea, coffee, cans of drink 
or ice cream, he said.

Members from other clubs 
were expected to be there, in-
cluding a good friend of Rob-
in’s, who built his own motor 
from scratch, he said.

Robin, who said he’d been 
involved with the club for 
more than 20 years, had 35 

Club president Neil Fitzgerald at a previous Crank Up event.                                 File Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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enhance the school’s learning 
programmes.

HTC also awarded financial 
scholarships and donated funds 
annually which allowed the 
school to support projects beyond 
their ministry funding, she said.

A recent example of their sup-
port included scholarships for the 
Hauraki Plains College Dux and 
Proxime Accessit, as well as fund-
ing for their Restricted Ready 
driving programme, she said.

“Hauraki Plains College is 
‘more than a school’ because of 
our partnership with the Haura-
kian Charitable Trust.”

HCT chairperson Ciarán Tully 
told The Profile he enjoyed being 
part of a team that continued to 
develop the original vision of the 
Trust in enhancing the Hauraki 
Plains community in education, 
social and wellbeing areas.

Ciarán said the upcoming an-
niversary was about recognition 
and celebration of the vision of 
the original trustees who wanted 
to make a positive difference in 
the lives of the college staff and 
students, and community on the 
Hauraki Plains.

“If the college is going well, so is 
the community, and vice versa.”

He also said it was an opportu-
nity to share “our vision for the 
future”.

Ciarán said they were looking 
to develop a community facility 
at Number 11 Orchard Road, that 
Hauraki Plains “can be proud of”.

“It will be great to share that 
vision when we celebrate our an-
niversary.”

HCT Trustee Gill Leonard, who 
was the first chairperson and led 
for eight years, said the trust was 
formed after a few school reun-
ions.

While Gill and the group of 
past pupils had a bit of money left 

Haurakian Trust to celebrate 20 years
Boasting is not something the 

Haurakian Charitable Trust 
is known for.

But as the Trust approaches 
its 20th anniversary, the impact 
of its involvement and support 
within the Hauraki community is 
something worth celebrating.

The Haurakian Charitable 
Trust was created by a group 
of past students from Ngatea 
District High School and Hau-
raki Plains College in 2004, and 
would celebrate its 20 year anni-
versary on November 21.

The Trust’s purpose was to 
provide additional resourcing 
and opportunities to strengthen 
the educational, social and well-
being outcomes for young people 
of Hauraki Plains College and the 
community.

Hauraki Plains College princi-
pal Sharon Moller told The Pro-
file The Haurakian Charitable 
Trust (HCT) is a dedicated group 
of community members with a 
close connection to “our school”.

They also embodied the 
school’s values, she said, which 
are to teach students to be their 
best selves (rangatiratanga), to 
look after each other (manaaki-
tanga), and to care for their en-
vironment (kaitiakitanga), she 
said.

Principal Sharon said HCT 
provided resources such as the 
Performing Arts Lodge, the Cen-
tennial Centre, the Hayward 
Farm, and heritage buildings to 

HPC students walk to Hayward Farm.                                   Photo: SUPPLIED

over, she said there was “a really 
good vibe happening” in regards 
to the school doing well and be-
ing part of the community.

They wanted to “keep that spir-
it” going, she said - “so that’s how 
it started really”.

Gill said they aimed to be the 
best rural secondary school in 
New Zealand.

“That was our vision.”
But their mission was and still 

is to be the guardians of the Hau-
rakian spirit, which was about 
being good neighbours, good 
community people with basic 
morals who looked after each 
other, she said.

“And we also wanted to use 
that trust to be able to access 
funding from outside the school’s 
capabilities because they’re really 
quite limited.

“And to ensure that the com-
munity has a legacy of excel-
lence.”

Gill said they also wanted to 
use it to celebrate the past, but 
also to invest in the future.

“So that was the basics of it, 
why we started it.”

The trust would also hold its 
AGM on the evening of its anni-
versary event, Gill said.

While the anniversary celebra-
tion wasn’t a public event, Gill 
said it would be a dinner for past 
trustees, and a few speeches.

“It’s just low key, and that’s 
something that we, as a trust, has 
recognised - that we do not blow 
our own trumpet. We just get on 
there and do it.”

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA



12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 20, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Bupa
Tararu
Retirement
Village

Enquiries from $330,000^

A retirement village that still feels like a village, not a
retirement city.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village is a warm and welcoming community of like-minded
people. With apartments and villas nestled between the bush and the sea, and views out
to the Firth of Thames, our residents enjoy maintenance-free living and village life that’s
as active or relaxing as they like.

• Fixed weekly fees
• Well designed, modern kitchen

• 24/7 emergency call system
• Care Home located on site (subject to availability).

Contact Desna on 07 245 1748 or visit bupa.co.nz/tararu for more information.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village | 109Wilson Street, Thames

^Price is for a licence to occupy under an Occupation Right Agreement for an apartment.
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New book release by Thames historian
Dave Wilton’s interest in 

history started when he 
was around five years old.

But now, the 72-year-old 
historian was getting ready to 
release his new 210-page book 
based on the Thames Gold-
field. 

The launch of Dave’s new 
book, Archaeology of ‘The 
Thames’ Goldfield - Volume 
1, which is published by Te 
Whare Pātaka The Treasury, is 
set to be released and celebrat-
ed on November 24 at Carson’s 
Bookshop from 1pm.

The Thames author and 
historian told The Profile he 
enjoyed putting the book to-
gether. 

It’s based on many decades 
of “exploring the hills” around 
Thames as a kid, he said, then 
later on as an adult, getting in-
volved in archaeology and get-
ting the chance to write them 
up and record them as archae-
ological sites.

“So it’s a kind of a selection 
of the best 30 or so sites that 
I’ve recorded over the years or 
over most of my life, really.”

But Dave couldn’t pick just 
one particular part of the book 
that really stood out to him.

“There’s a number of them,” 
he said.

A few highlights of the book, 
Dave said, were parts about 
the Crosbie Settlement, the 

Pārāwai Mission Station and 
Hall’s Arboretum - but people 
would need to get a copy of the 
book to find out more.

The Treasury Publications 
team member Beth McKay said 

Archaeology of ‘The Thames’ 
Goldfield - Volume 1 would be 
the first academic book they 
had published. 

“We’re really excited to see 
how it sells. It’s a little bit dif-

ferent and a little bit exciting.”
Beth said they were very 

grateful to Dave for his gener-
osity as the author was also do-
nating all profits to The Treas-
ury. 

Thames author and historian Dave Wilton is set to launch his new book on Sunday.           Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA “He’s been so supportive of 
the Treasury for a long time.”

With potential for a further 
two volumes of the book to 
be published, Dave said the 
books were already written and 
“ready to go”.

“We were just going to try 
and launch Volume 1 just to see 
what interest there is.”

People who are planning to 
go to the book launch could 
expect to hear a bit from the 
author, who will share about 
the book and a little bit about 
archaeology. Dave said Beth 
from The Treasury was sched-
uled to speak, and Carson’s 
Bookshop would also share a 
bit of information, followed by 
an afternoon tea.

But the number one thing 
the author hoped people would 
take away from the book was 
enjoyment, and also “apprecia-
tion of the rich history of the 
area”.

While Dave said the book 
was focussed on archaeology, 
which is a study of places and 
things that humans leave be-
hind: “it’s primarily about peo-
ple”.
DETAILS: Dave’s book launch 
at Carsons’ Bookshop, 600 Pol-
len St, Thames, November 24 
at 1pm. Archaeology of ‘The 
Thames’ Goldfield - Volume 1 
will be available to purchase at 
the launch, and afterwards at 
Carson’s or online at www.the-
treasury.org.nz.
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Holiday closure for Health Shuttle Operations

Hato Hone St John Health Shuttle bookings across the country will
close for the Christmas holiday period from 18th December 2024
to 8th January 2025.

Our Thames based shuttles covering the Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea,
and Kaiaua area may be able to provide a limited service during
this pethis period, but it is essential that the bookings are connrmed
before December 18th. There will be no provision for bookings
to be made during the closure period and patients who do not have
a connrmed booking will need to make other arrangements.

For Health Shuttle bookings please call (07) 868 0567 or 
0800 934 287 to discuss your needs with us.

Hato Hone St John has taken this step to provide for annual
holidholidays of our admin staff and to give our valuable volunteer drivers
a break at this time when most of the hospital clinics are also closed. 

If you require further information, please phone us as above or email  
hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

St John - local people helping meet the needs of our community. 

St John Thames

FREE Fundamentals of Meditation Evening Workshop

Grahamstown Community Hall,
768 Pollen Street, Thames.

ALL WELCOME,
simply turn up on Friday 7:00pm, November 22nd,
or register / inquire further by text to: 022 188 7432

Introducing the methods, knowledge and inspiration you’ll need toIntroducing the methods, knowledge and inspiration you’ll need to
explore the many paths leading to successful practice. Our guestexplore the many paths leading to successful practice. Our guest
speaker is meditation instructor Prachar Stegemann, who spent manyspeaker is meditation instructor Prachar Stegemann, who spent many
years developing his own practice under the tutelage of the late Indianyears developing his own practice under the tutelage of the late Indian
master Sri Chinmoy. Prachar is concluding a speaking tour around Newmaster Sri Chinmoy. Prachar is concluding a speaking tour around New
Zealand in Thames, part of an initiative to encourage and share theZealand in Thames, part of an initiative to encourage and share the

many benefits of meditation.many benefits of meditation.

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

SPORTS

Paeroa Croquet Club recently hosted a Thames Valley Croquet Association fundraiser at 
their greens. Thirty Six players from the Thames Valley clubs, plus players from Mount 
Maunganui, Katikati and Hamilton and Matamata enjoyed the occasion. The money 
raised is used to send two teams to a regional tournament over Anniversary Weekend 
in January. Twentymans were the sponsors and Burtons Butchery donated the sausages 
for the sausage sizzle lunch. There were three sections and the winners were: Section 
One: Martin and Teresa Jessop (Katikati) Vanessa Hanna (Hamilton East) and Neil Con-
stable (Katikati); Runners Up. Section Two: Chris Batton and Earl McLarnon (both from 
Waihi) Anne Hatton (Katikati) and Lesley Chapman (Waihi) Runners Up. Section Three: 
Lindus Parsons and Wendy Wilson (both from Thames) Colin Hicks Rini van Riel (both 
from Matamata).                                        Photo: SUPPLIED

Send your sports reports and photos to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Highway maintenance planned
Over the next three years, the Wai-
kato region is benefiting from the 
national funding injection of over 
$2 billion for pothole prevention 
and maintenance, NZ Transport 
Agency Waka Kotahi says. 

More than 180 lane kilometres 
of road will either be rebuilt or re-
sealed across the wider Waikato 
region, including around the Co-
romandel Peninsula.

Work includes repairing a 30m-
wide underslip on SH25 near Sail-
ors Grave Rd, just north of Tairua, 
which will take six months to com-
plete.

Work has begun to replace four 
bridges in the Coromandel district, 
including three single lane bridges 
on SH25. Funding was allocated 
in the 2024-27 National Land 

Transport Programme to progress 
the replacement of Pepe Stream 
Bridge in Tairua, the Ramarama 
Stream Bridge near Whiritoa and 
the Boundary Creek Bridge on the 
Thames coast.

The Boundary Creek Bridge is 
currently reduced to a single lane 
to manage weight restrictions and 
a new bridge deck will be installed 
to enable the resumption of two-
way traffic.

Meanwhile, construction to re-
place the Onetai Stream Bridge on 
SH26 near Hikutaia is expected to 
begin in 2025. The replacement 
bridge will be three metres wider 
than the existing bridge. Waka 
Kotahi said the replacement will 
improve safety and efficiency of 
the highway.

Eloise is the winner of the Best 
Dressed Duck competition.

Kindy kids watch ducks float down Te 
Puru creek.

Quacking good fun
Family, friends and folks gathered for a day of fun at the “world-
famous-in-Thames” Te Puru Duck Race fundraiser on November 2, 
which raised $2102 for the Thames Coast Community Kindergarten. 
Chairperson Kate McGee told The Profile they were really pleased with 
the turnout this year. It was great to see so many kindy families, past 
and present, who enjoyed the day, she said. “We were so impressed 
with the creativity of the kids’ decorated ducks and handmade boat 
entries. The kids had a blast taking part in the activities and the duck 
race winners went home with wonderful prizes,” she said. The event 
couldn’t have happened without the efforts of the kindy community, 
she said. “A big shoutout to our generous sponsors for the wonderful 
prizes and donations and to the volunteers from Thames High and 
Thames Rotary Club who helped on the day.” 

Lakey is in position to watch the duck race.             Photos: SUPPLIED Sadie enjoys some candyfloss.
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Nowwow yooyouuoou caacannaan reerelleelaallaxxaax!

www.peterandson.co.nz
Prize draw 24th November 2024

Join our email
list to enter
the draw for
a handcrafted

Cape Cod valued
at almost $600

Relax in the great outdoors
Invest in beautifully made,

hand crafted quality
outdoor furniture

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

SPORTS

Pedal power to the top for BMX champ
A moment Danika Bergerson 

won’t forget from her re-
cent BMX competition is when 
the crowd chanted her name 
as she finished her final race.

The 15-year-old bicycle mo-
tocross racer competed in the 
BMX North Island Titles on 
October 25 to 27, held at her 
home track in Cambridge. 

She told The Profile she was 
relieved and “over-the-moon 
happy” when she wrapped up 
her seventh and final race of 
the weekend.

That’s because the BMX 
enthusiast, who rode in the 
15- to 16-year-old girls’ group, 
won six out of seven races 
and claimed the North Island 
number one title.

The champion rider said all 
her friends gathered around 
“giving me hugs” and congrat-
ulations.

When she crossed the finish 
line, she said she felt “a wave 
of fulfilment” and exhilaration 
knowing she secured the num-
ber one spot.

Danika, who is a year-10 
student at Hauraki Plains Col-
lege, said the competition used 
a points-over format where 
riders earned points based 
on their finishing positions in 
each race.

“The rider with the lowest 

total points across all heats 
wins.”

The most challenging part 
for Danika was when another 
rider “took me out” in the sec-
ond race, she said.

To secure the final win, she 
needed to place first in each of 
her remaining five races, she 
said. 

To “overcome the mental 
side” of the situation, she refo-

cussed herself and was able to 
place first in each of the races 
that followed.

A good night’s sleep, a warm 
up on the track, a good break-
fast and a review of her race 
strategy were all things Danika 
said she would do to prepare 
for a day of racing.

“And then dad checks my 
bike for no problems.”

But if she’s not out on her 

bike, “you’ll probably still see 
me at the track”, she said.

Danika, who has been rid-
ing since she was six years old, 
spent time coaching younger 
riders and helping out at the 
Cambridge BMX Track. 

“But if I’m not doing any of 
this I’m probably at the beach 
with family.”

When it comes to needing 
bike advice, Danika said she 

Danika Bergerson has claimed the North Island number one BMX title.                                           Photo: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA usually asks her dad - “he 
knows a lot about how it 
works”, as he used to ride mo-
torbikes and do trail-riding.

And for encouragement, she 
leaned on her dad, mum, sis-
ter Kiarna, and a couple BMX 
friends.

The latest skill Danika was 
working on was the double 
manual, she said.

“This trick is where you 
manual two jumps in a row 
without the front wheel touch-
ing the ground.”

The next thing Danika said 
she was working towards was 
the Oceania BMX Champion-
ships in New Plymouth in Feb-
ruary, followed by the 2025 
BMX Nationals in Invercargill 
in March.

While it would be “pretty 
expensive”, Danika said she 
would love to be able to attend 
the World Championships 
in Denmark next year, or the 
following one in Australia in 
2026.

But the best part about BMX 
was “the thrill of pushing my 
limits”, meeting new people, 
and trying new tracks, she 
said.

“When I’m riding, it feels 
like an exhilarating rush of 
adrenaline and freedom, as if 
I’m completely in sync with 
the bike and the track.”

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....



16 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 20, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

My Favourite Cake (97 mins) M. Thu 11am; Sun 4pm: 70yo solitary Mahin chooses to revive her love
life. A chance encounter becomes an unforgettable evening. Iranian - in Persian with English subtitles.
“Deeply endearing, [with] general joie de vivre… a crowdpleaser through and through” Hollywood Reporter.
A Different Man (112 mins) M. Thu 1.30pm; Sat 7pm: An aspiring actor undergoes a radical medical
procedure to transform his appearance. But his dream new face soon turns into a nightmare.
Here (104 mins) M. Thu 7pm; Sat 1.30pm: A generational story about families and the special place they
inhabit, sharing in love, loss, laughter, and life. Starring Tom Hanks, Robin Wright, Paul Bettany.
Quartet (98 mins) M. Fri 10.30am: Billy Connolly, Maggie Smith and Michael Gambon star in this comedy
about a retired group of opera singers who put on a fund-raising concert to keep their home running.
The Critic (101 mins) M. Fri & Wed (27th) 5.15pm: Ian McKellen (Lord of the Rings) stars as a powerful
London theatre critic who lures a struggling actress into a blackmail scheme with deadly consequences.
Lee (117 mins, 2023) M. Fri 7pm; Sun 1.30pm; Wed (27th) 7pm: Story of photographer & model Lee Miller
who became a war correspondent. Includes a photo of Miller herself posing defiantly in Hitler’s private bathtub.
Gut Instinct (84mins) M. Flashing images that may cause seizures, drug references Special screening with NZ di-
rector Q&A Sat 4pm: After the alien gut microbe invasion brought the collapse of civilisation and the death
of 93% of humanity, life has been less than ideal. But no longer! Our revolutionary Gut Instinct purification
programme will free your mind - and your guts - forever! Straight from the Terror-Fi Film Festival. A trippy
post-apocalyptic sci-fi, where you are an active participant in this eye-popping experiment.
Bookworm (103 mins) PG. Sun 10.30am: 11-year-old Mildred’s world is turned upside down when her
estranged father takes her camping to find a mythological beast known as the Canterbury Panther.

Movies from Thursday 21 November to Wednesday 27 November
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

HAURAKI VINTAGE MACHINEY CLUB
HAURAKI

VINTAGE MACHINERY

GOLD
COIN
ENTRY

Tea, Coffee, Cans
of Drink, Cakes
& Sausages
for Sale

CLUB
GROUNDS

Kaihere Domain
1559 Kaihere Rd

• Tractors
• Stationery
Engines

• Motorbikes
• Classic
Cars etc

Further enquiries
Neil Fitzgerald
0274 973 865

or
Robin Hill

0272 494 600

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$111000
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte available

GBD is running a weekly quiz

Every Tuesday from 6.30pm

Dancers offered places at NZ School of Dance
Thames Hauraki Dance Thea-

tre dancers Kolbie Fraser 
and Liarah Anderson have been 
offered places at the New Zea-
land School of Dance in Wel-
lington.

The school is recognised as 
one of the Southern Hemi-
sphere’s leading dance conserv-
atoires and has become New 
Zealand’s foremost training 
establishment for classical and 
contemporary dancers. It is also 
the official school for the Royal 
New Zealand Ballet. 

Kolbie Fraser, of Cooks 
Beach, will join the classical 
ballet programme and Liarah 
Anderson, of Ngatea, will join 
the Contemporary Dance pro-
gramme.

Both girls, aged 16, have 
worked extremely hard and are 
thrilled to be taking another 
step closer to their dream of be-
coming professional dancers.

Kolbie has also been offered 
a place in Sydney at the Tanya 
Pearson Academy, and at the 
Alberta ballet School in Canada.

“Getting in to NZSD has been 
a long term dream of mine,” 
Kolbie said.

“I’m so incredibly grateful to 
all my teachers and family. My 
Dad has driven me from Cooks 
Beach to Thames four times a 
week, even when the road was 
closed and it took us two hours 
each way.”

Liarah said it was her dream 
to get in to the New Zealand 
School of Dance. 

Ballerina Kolbie Fraser, left, will live out a “long term dream” of hers 
at New Zealand School of Dance. RIGHT: Contemporary dancer Liarah 
Anderson has landed a spot in the New Zealand School of Dance.

Photos: SUPPLIED
“It hasn’t been easy but I am 

so excited about this new chap-
ter and moving to Wellington,” 
she said.

Liarah is also an accomplished 
choreographer and has cho-
reographed one of the pieces in 
Thames Hauraki Dance Thea-
tre’s upcoming show in Decem-
ber.

The school is thriving after 
moving from Ngatea to Thames 
under the directorship of Sarah 
Fitzsimons, a former dancer 

with the Royal Ballet Company 
in London. Continuing Pauline 
Germon’s legacy in the area, Sa-
rah moved from Wellington and 
has built up student numbers 
from eight in January, 2023, to 
now more than 120. Students 
range from as young as four 
years up to the Senior Swans 
Ballet class, a weekly ballet class 
for those over 50. 

Sarah has secured a venue at 
the Thames Racecourse with 
plans to lay a new dance floor, 

and has entered her first dancers 
into the Rambert Grades Con-
temporary exams, a progressive 
and inclusive contemporary 
dance syllabus. 

They recently had the privilege 
of a visit from the Royal New 
Zealand Ballet’s Education unit 
dance educator, Neve Pierce, 
which really inspired the stu-
dents, she said. The workshops 
helped develop understanding 
of the elements of dance, cho-
reographic techniques and clas-

sical and contemporary dance, 
she said.

The school is currently prepar-
ing for this year’s production, 
The Notcracker.

A real Christmas treat, the 
Nutcracker with a difference 
will feature Ballet, Contempo-
rary, Jazz and Hip Hop.
DETAILS: December 7 at 2pm and 
6pm at the Thames War Memorial 
Civic Centre. Tickets are available 
at Carsons Bookshop or at www.
thdt.co.nz.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Tiktok is one of the big-
gest smartphone apps 

in the world, and songs 
can become dance trends 
within a short period 
of time. This week,  we 
look at the biggest TikTok 

dance trends of this year.
Megan Thee Stallion and Yuki Chiba’s 

hit single Mamushi spawned a worldwide 
dance trend, which saw the song become 
one of Megan Thee Stallion’s biggest songs 
to date. Furthermore, the song’s success 
resulted in Thee Stallion creating a music 
video which included the ionic dance.

Tinashe was catapulted to stardom ear-
lier this year when her single Nasty became 
a viral sensation on TikTok. The mesmeris-

ing chorus had everyone up on their feet, 
resulting in it becoming one of the biggest 
songs of the year and finally giving the long-
time R&B singer a much deserved hit.

Tell Ur Girlfriend, by Lay Bankz, became a 
huge hit on Tiktok, spawning a massive viral 
dance which spread across the world. The 
song became such a huge hit, that it even 
charted in some countries.

The iconic Apple Dance was actually 
made by a creator online, which then re-
sulted in a huge number of people learning 
the now iconic Apple Dance, which was so 
popular it was incorporated in Charli XCX’s 
Sweat concert tour. 

As well as that, the dance reached the 
likes of TV host Stephen Colbert, who 
performed it live during an episode of his 
massive TV show, The Late Show With Ste-
phen Colbert. Even the Team USA Women’s 
Rugby Team performed the dance following 
their bronze medal at the Olympics.

Biggest TikTok dance trends for 2024
By ALI KOIA-HAMLING, Paeroa 
College student

OPINION
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Clock, 4 Pleasant, 9 Behind, 14 Tipsy, 15 Cock and bull story, 17 Cigar, 18 Cut, 19 Massive, 20
Aggressor, 21 Perish, 24 Barcelona, 25 Return, 26 Notify, 29 Beer-making, 31 Elm, 32 School, 33 Gnaw,
35 Eye, 37 Pond, 39 Dislodged, 40 Residents, 41 Yield, 42 Climbers, 47 Arkansas, 51 Cargo, 55 Conductor,
56 Churchill, 58 Game, 59 Set, 60 Eats, 61 Report, 62 Ass, 63 Encumbered, 66 Modern, 67 Centre, 69
Rembrandt, 72 Glazed, 73 Fireproof, 75 Sapling, 77 Awl, 80 Onion, 81 Nasty piece of work, 82 Learn, 83
Attend, 84 Emerging, 85 Erect.

DOWN: 2 Lookalike, 3 Cakes, 5 Lobe, 6 Allegro, 7 As sure as eggs, 8 Tools, 9 Boycott, 10 Hack, 11 Nugget,
12 Epoch, 13 Mystify, 14 Traitor, 16 Never say die, 22 Genius, 23 Orchard, 24 Boredom, 25 Remedy, 27
Innings, 28 Dowser, 30 Good, 32 Sewer, 34 Wasps, 36 Idea, 38 Owl, 42 Cycle, 43 Ignited, 44 Bout, 45
Rotten, 46 Trust, 48 Kilimanjaro, 49 Neglect, 50 Aim, 51 Crooked, 52 Octave, 53 Nursery rhyme, 54 Ache,
57 Incurs, 64 Eccentric, 65 Treason, 66 Manacle, 68 Thinned, 70 Mooring, 71 Resist, 72 Gleam, 74 Ensue,
76 Lower, 78 Once, 79 Icon.

ACROSS
1 Boxed (7)
4 Humiliation (4,2,4)
9 Of extreme
importance (7)
13 Long fishes (4)
14 Queasiness (6)
15 Matchless (6)
16 Lack (7)
19 Puppet (10)
20 Heightened (8)
21 Porcelain (5)
24 Building blocks (6)
25 Handwriting (6)
27 Goal (9)
32 Notorious (8)
33 Provide (6)
34 Politely refuse (7)
38 Every twelve
months (8)
39 Sexual desire (6)
40 Wicked (4)
41 Portly (5)
42 Church instrument
(5)
45 Cause a decisive
end to (3,3,6,2)
52 Leaves (5)
55 In reserve (5)
56 Roman garment (4)
57 Catastrophic (6)
58 Coming to a halt (8)
61 Rogue (7)
62 Medium’s meeting
(6)
63 Reveals (8)
66 Hurry up! (5,1,3)
68 Food store (6)
69 Fraudulence (6)
73 Tickle (5)

74 Fire-starting
material (8)
76 No longer under
suspicion (2,3,5)
81 Soldier’s blade (7)
82 Film theatre (6)
83 Mooring cable (6)
84 Protracted (4)
85 Firm, tangy cheese
(7)
86 Gold miner (10)
87 Held up (7)

DOWN
1 Water vapour (5)
2 Hypersensitive (8)
3 Merchant (6)
4 Hungarian composer
(5)
5 Wound crust (4)
6 Luxurious (7)
7 Air trip (6)
8 Butter-making vessel
(5)
10 Red gemstone (4)
11 Russian dramatist
(7)
12 Go up (6)
17 Seek without result
(4,2,4)
18 Soft hat (5)
22 Metal worker (8)
23 Aquatic animal (5)
24 Blustering swagger
(7)
26 Cage (4)
28 Ammunition (7)
29 Horse gait (6)
30 Poise (6)
31 Abuse, offend (6)

33 Smile derisively (5)
35 Rubber tree sap (5)
36 Unexpected
drawback (4)
37 Grain store (4)
43 Mend (6)
44 Month (5)
46 On (4)
47 Circus swing (7)
48 Degree (6)
49 Fatuous (5)
50 Death notice (8)
51 Endemic (6)
52 Practical knowledge
(10)
53 Eye part (4)
54 Piece (7)
59 Fraught with danger
(5)
60 Measure of land (4)
64 Herb (5)
65 Ritual (8)
67 Bygone times (7)
68 Traveller’s
belongings (7)
70 Make imperfect (6)
71 Arm muscles (6)
72 Protect (6)
75 Less wet (5)
77 Less old (5)
78 Felt intense anger
(5)
79 Equipment (4)
80 Closed (4)

 SUDOKU               177

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                197
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Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

Last term, we 
took a group 

of students from 
Te Puru to the 
Tararu retirement 

village. The students performed 
a stunning kapa haka, and there 
was a gentleman there who, sadly, 
has since passed away. 

He was so excited about the vis-
it that he jumped up to celebrate 
with the kids, overflowing with 
gratitude. I can’t help but think 
that this may have been one of his 
last joyful moments.

As the students connected with 

It’s stories that change us
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION residents after their performance, 
they listened to the stories of a 
generation in their twilight years.

It was both confronting and in-
spiring.  The amount of wisdom 
and experience in that room was 
mind-blowing—definitely one of 
the richest places in Thames.

As they shared their stories, 
something shifted for some of the 
students. 

These tales opened up their 
world, teaching them about life 
and, ultimately, about themselves.  

Often, our teaching style leans 
towards lecturing because it feels 
effective, but stories are what truly 
captivate us. 

Experiences shape our reality in 

a way that lectures often can’t.
So today, before you dive into a 

lecture, pause and think: do you 
have a story from your past that 
could teach this lesson so much 
better? 

Sharing our stories can connect 
us in profound ways and enrich 
the lives of those around us.

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

FoodiesFoodies

Welcome to The Aviator Experi-
ence, Thames’ latest and most 

exciting fully licensed eatery and 
entertainment spot.

Forget your typical café – here, 
you can pilot a World War II fighter 
plane or a fast jet in thrilling combat 
simulations with our six top-notch 
simulators.

Who needs cabinets of muffins 
when you’ve got this? 

The Aviator Experience is so differ-
ent to what you have ever seen in an 
eatery, and they believe in keeping 
it affordable with big portion sizes, 

especially with how expensive life 
has become. 

A big shout out to the Thames 
Business Association, Community 
Board, and Council members for 
making our landing in Thames pos-
sible.

Anita and Craig are on a mission 
to deliver top-notch customer ser-
vice with a healthy dose of humor 
and fairness.

Our menu is packed with hearty, 
delicious meals that won’t break 
the bank.

We want families to enjoy gener-

ous portions, engage in our immer-
sive flight experiences, and leave 
with smiles on their faces.

Plus, our seating? So comfy, you 
might never want to leave.

Come see why The Aviator Experi-
ence is the buzz of Thames.

With great food, awesome enter-
tainment, and a welcoming vibe, 
we’re here to make sure you have a 
blast.

Fly, eat, laugh, repeat!
Open for birthday parties, corpo-

rate events, social clubs and now 
taking Christmas bookings.

The Aviator Experience: Where food and fun take off

The Department of Conservation 
is warning reopening of access to 
Mautohe Cathedral Cove in the next 
few weeks will only be possible if 
people stay away and allow workers 
to complete construction.

“We’re continuing to make 
really good progress reinstating 
the walkway, having flown in 
prefabricated stairs and other building 
materials”, regional operations 
director Tinaka Mearns said.

DOC staff and contractors were still 
intercepting dozens of visitors a day, 
she said. 

“Continuing to stop work and 
redirect people away from the site 
slows progress, while walking through 
the work site may result in someone 
being hurt. The next few weeks are 
crucial, with key infrastructure being 

installed, reliant on both weather and 
visitors playing ball.

“While we can’t control the 
weather, it’s really disheartening 
to see people deliberately putting 
the work and themselves at risk by 
accessing the closed track.”

The problem would become more 
acute as work progresses through 
narrow points of the landscape, 
with walkers either going through 
active work sites or navigate highly 
hazardous cliff and rockfall sections, 
she said. “Thank you to the many 
people who are showing patience 
and good sense by staying away. To 
continue to help us please encourage 
others to do the same.”

Mautohe Cathedral Cove Walking 
access is on track to open in 
December. 

Trespassers slow progress

ADVERTISING FEATURE



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90/cube - Gum $135/cube

FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Ends December 20

Ph: 0800 7754 6827 / 022 427 1618
splintasfirewood

firewood

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Waihī-based Short Back’n’Sides of-
fers “anything to do with trees and 

wood” for Thames Valley and Coroman-
del clients up to Whangamatā.

Brett Soutar, who directs the business 
with Carolyn Treblico, said the arboricul-
ture contracting business had been of-
fering experienced qualified solutions so 
clients could make informed decisions 
regarding their tree assets. 

“Our team of skilled and qualified arbo-
rists can tackle the largest removals safe-
ly and efficiently, process all the debris 
left behind and can remove any logwood 
or ring it up for firewood if you prefer to 
keep the wood for your own use.

“Pruning is where art meets science…
a badly pruned tree will always devalue 
your property whereas a very well pruned 
tree will increase your property’s value.

“We’re trying to be the crystal ball for 
the client as far as how the trees will grow 
in the future… and we must be doing 
something right after 25 years because 
we keep getting the call backs.” 

Brett said the business also offered 
milling and stump grinding services, log 
splitter and chipper hire, tree removals, 
and firewood, mulch, slab and smoking 
wood sales.
CONTACT: Phone Brett on 0274 390 367 
or Graham on 022 431 0826. 

A chipper arboriculture service



CALL THE EXPERTS

Church Notice

Death Notice

For Lease

Garage Sale

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

Gardening

Monument
Services

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Advertise with 
the paper that is 

being read
 Valley Profile     

P: 022 130 3885

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Public Notice

Handyman Handyman 

�������������
������������
������
�����

����
�
	��

������
����������������

����������������
��������������
����� �­���


waste removal

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

plumber

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

HEADSTONE 

DETAILING 

SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.

Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.

Areas not listed 

please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

 CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12noon Monday

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp build-
ing trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

���� � ���� ����
������ � ���� ��������

���� ������
 � �������� ����� 
�����������

Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy
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Map of predator control area within Southern 
Coromandel Forest
This map shows the area we are controlling 
possums, rats & stoats to protect native species. 
You can also see operational updates and detailed 
maps of predator control on public conservation 
land on the DOC website. www.doc.govt.nz/nature/
pests-and-threats/pesticide-summaries

If you suspect poisoning, please contact:        
• Your local doctor or hospital OR The National Poisons Centre: 0800 764 766 (urgent 

calls) or 03 479 7248 OR dial 111 
• Seek veterinary advice for suspected poisoning of domestic animals.                                                                         
For more information
Please contact: Operational planner Biodiversity Ranger, DOC Thames Office, 3/66 Ngati 
Maru Highway, Thames 3578, 07 867 9180 or EcoFX Aerial Operations Manager, 32 
Huiputea Drive, Otorohanga 3900, admin@ecofx.co.nz, 07 873 8130.
Visit the DOC website: More information about DOC’s National Predator Control Programme 
is available on our website www.doc.govt.nz/our-work/national-predator-control-programme

Protecting native species from introduced predators in Southern 
Coromandel Forest
The Department of Conservation (DOC) in Thames is going to control possums, rats & stoats 
over 25,600 ha. The prefeed phase for this aerial operation was completed on the 16th 
October 2024 and is now in its toxic phase, which is scheduled for the first clear weather 
window.
Native wildlife and forests need protection
The Southern Coromandel has large and rare native forests that are valued for their diverse 
flora and fauna.
These forests have mixed podocarp and broad leaf trees, remnant kauri, coastal pōhutukawa, 
and kanuka shrub land. Coromandel brown kiwi live on the Peninsula along with many other 
endemic and threatened native species including invertebrates, bats, birds, frogs and lizards.
Why we are controlling introduced predators 
Native species are fighting for survival due to predation from rats, stoats and possums. 
Without protection, we risk losing the unique natural heritage and biodiversity within the 
Southern Forest. 
Through sustained predator control using 1080, there is a big increase in breeding success 
for native birds, their food source is more abundant, and the forest canopy is healthier.
Our plan to protect native species 
The safest and most effective method we have to control possums, rats and stoats over large 
areas is to use biodegradable cereal bait pellets containing 1080. This bait targets rodents 
and possums. Stoats are also controlled through secondary poisoning as they feed on the 
carcasses of the dead rodents.
Helicopters distribute bait pellets across the forest area along pre-determined and monitored 
flight paths using technology that enables accurate placement. This is the only viable method 
to control predators in this area due to the vast and rugged terrain. 
This operation begins with the distribution of non-toxic pre-feed bait pellets (sandy coloured). 
This prepares possums and rodents to eat the toxic bait (dyed green) that is applied 
afterwards.  Both baits are about 16 mm in diameter and cylindrical shaped. 
Consultation and permissions
DOC has consulted with hapū, iwi and key stakeholders including landowners adjacent to 
the treatment area.
DOC is delegated authority by the Environmental Protection Agency to decide applications 
for permission to use 1080 on land administered or managed by DOC. EcoFX has obtained 
permission from DOC and the Ministry of Health. DOC ensures that all legal and policy 
requirements are met, and that any potential risks of the operation are managed.
Managing risk
1080 is poisonous to humans, domestic and game animals. In areas where the toxin has 
been applied, dogs are highly at risk until poisoned carcasses have disintegrated. This takes 
four-to-eight months or longer. 
There will be warning signs placed at entrances to the treatment area immediately prior to 
the operation. 
Risks can be eliminated by following these rules:
• DO NOT touch bait
• WATCH children at all times
• DO NOT EAT animals from this area or within the buffer zone outside the treatment 

boundary. The buffer zone is 2 km for deer and pigs, 200 m for rabbits, and 1 km for 
hares and possums.  

• Poison baits or carcasses are DEADLY to DOGS
Observe these rules whenever you see warning signs about pesticides. These signs indicate 
pesticide residues may be still present in baits and poisoned carcasses. When signs are 
removed, normal activities can resume. If in doubt, check with your local DOC office. Please 
report suspected vandalism or unauthorised removal of signs.

Sat 8am. Northern end 
of Moanataiari St. 
Combined 2 house-
holds.

SPEEDY, 
Guy James Weston 
(Speed):
Born 29th September 
1931. Died peacefully 
in the sunroom at home 
on the farm, on 17th 
November 2024; aged 
93 years. 
Cherished husband 
and “My Guy” to the 
late Bev for over 68 
years.  Adored Dad 
and caring father-in-law 
of Dale and Rhonda 
Speedy (Ngatea), 
Mary and the late Mike 
Speedy (Ngatea), 
Sharon and the late 
Richard Laurenson 
(Whangamata).
Cheeky, fun and 
admired Poppa Guy of 
Rebecca, Sam, Caitlin, 
Emily, Stephanie, 
Brad, Nick, Theresa, 
Georgina, Sarah 
and their partners. 
Loved Great Poppa of 
Lachlan, Elijah, Harper 
and Malaya. True and 
Trusted friend to many.
A service to celebrate 
Guy’s long life will 
be held at Hauraki 
Plains Co-operating 
Parish Church, 3 
Darlington Street, 
Ngatea on Friday 22nd 
November at 11am, 
followed by interment at 
Totara Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 
One of life’s characters 

to be celebrated.
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- Deadline 12noon Monday

- Deadline 12noon Monday

Storage
Storage

Situations Vacant

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Trades & Services

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Painter
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

ROOF Painting, 
35 years experience

Make your Roof 
last Years more, 

all the latest 
solutions for all 
types of roofing.
Contact Peter for 

free quote
info@hotsy.nz 
021 618 384

WE PAINT NZ

“Old school service”
We turn up on time – Do a great Job 

Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments. 

Gutter cleaning. 
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing. 

Fences + Balustrades. 
Solar Panel cleaning

Residential – Commercial – Industrial
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021 618 384

HOTSY WATER BLASTING

HAURAKI PHO
NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual General 

Meeting of the Hauraki Primary Health 
Organisation (HPHO) is to be held on

Friday 6th December 2024 at 1:00 pm
 at Hauraki PHO Thames Office, 

106 Sealey St, Thames and via Zoom
This meeting will be held via zoom and in 

person. Please RSVP via email to 
admin@haurakipho.org.nz 

by Tuesday 3rd December 2024.
FOR ALL ENQUIRIES:
Phone: 07 868 9686 or 

Email: admin@haurakipho.org.nz

Hauraki Plains College
Applications are now open for

2025
COACHES and MANAGERS

for all teams, in the following Sports Codes
Touch, Cricket, MotoX, Shooting

Waka Ama, Rugby, Football, Hockey
Basketball & Netball

Please contact 
sport@haurakiplains.school.nz

for an application form

NGAHUTOITOI MARAE TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 
AGM for Ngahutoitoi

Marae Trustees 
will be held on Sunday 1st December
2024 at 9.45am at Paeroa Scout Hall, 

4 Wood Street,
Paeroa 3600.

AGENDA
9:45am - Registration

10:00am – Karakia Whakatau
1. Apologies
2. Minutes from previous AGM
3. Chairman’s Report
4. Financial Report
5. Ngaati Tara, Tokanui Iwi Representative  
    Report
6. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
7. General Business

12:00pm - Karakia whakakapi
KAI HAKARI

Council Land Drainage 
Maintenance Programme

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the 
Hauraki District Council Drainage Bylaw Clause 
10.1, that Council’s annual drain maintenance 
programme will operate from November 2024 
to June 2025.
During this time council staff and contractors 
will be entering onto private property to spray 
aquatic weeds by vehicle or helicopter using 
an approved weed control chemical or to clear 
drains using an excavator. Work will take place 
in these areas:

Drainage District Town
Western Plains  
Eastern Plains 
Kōmata North 
Opukeko 
Tirohia 
Rotokohu  
Taramaire

Ngātea
Kerepēhi
Tūrua
Paeroa
Waihī 
Whiritoa
Kaiaua

Individual property owners will be advised only 
when the excavator is in their area, before 
work starts.
David Speirs
Chief Executive
Hauraki District Council

PĀTETONGA 
COMMUNITY HALL 

MEETING

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Join us for a discussion about the future 
of the Pātetonga Community Hall.

Wednesday 27 November, 
7:30pm  

Pātetonga Community Hall,  
State Highway 27, Pātetonga

Unlike our Memorial Halls, community 
halls are managed by the community, 

usually with a volunteer hall 
committee. This is a follow up meeting 

from what was proposed at the first 
meeting ealier this year.

See you there!

SUPPORT WORKERS WANTED
These roles are rostered shifts including one 
sleepover shift, all shifts are four on four off. As a 
vital member of our team, you will help Life Stylers 
thrive in their homes by following individualized 
support plans. 
Responsibilities include community outings, meal 
preparation, assisting with daily living activities, 
and providing personal care.
We seek compassionate, empathetic individuals 
with strong communication skills who can work 
independently and make proactive decisions. 
Full Driver’s Licence is required.
Previous experience is desirable but not essential. 

For enquiries, contact 
recruitment@suplife.org.nz 

or call 07 868 5038.

Handyman Services

Public Notice

Public Notices
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Shotput/cannonball.  
Ph Roger 0272724600

Kauri gum. Good qual-
ity. Any amount. Cash 
buyer. Ph: 027 238 
8009 or 09 409 4839

Wanted To Buy

Livestock wanted 
to buy. 1-3 yr old fr/x 
steers. Any weight, any
cond. Payment on 
collection. Ph 027 238 
8009.

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

 CLASSIFIEDS

 CLASSIFIEDS

Cherry blossom ‘tunnel’ to commemorate friendship
The Waihi Cherry Blossom Festival 

Society (WCBFS) carried on the 
age-old tradition of giving and receiv-
ing cherry blossom trees on November 
10, with a ceremony commemorating 
the contribution New Zealand’s Tun-
nelling Company made to World War I. 

The ceremony, held at Gilmore Re-
serve in Waihī, saw 18 cherry blossom 
trees planted to form a “cherry blossom 
tunnel”. 

Nine of the trees are the Prunus 
yedoensis ‘Mountain Ice’ variety, while 
the other nine are the Prunus yedoensis 
‘Awanui’ variety. 

The trees were gifted to the people of 
New Zealand by the Japanese commu-
nity and were planted just 50 metres 
from the World War 1 Tunnellers Me-
morial. 

They will eventually form a natural 
tunnel of branches as they grow and 
extend out above the walkway. 

During the ceremony, the nine 
Mountain Ice trees were ceremonially 
watered to the accompaniment of the 
Mori-san Here Mai Taiko Japanese 
style drummers. Scottish Pipers per-
formed while the Awanui trees were 
watered.

Special guests at the ceremony in-
cluded the Consul General of Japan 
in New Zealand, Shinji Matsui, and 
his wife, Yuka Matsui; Elisabeth Page 
from Avignon, representing the Mayor 
of Arras, France, where the Tunnellers 
fought; Captain Daisy Jensen from the 
Royal Army representing the British 
High Commission; WCBFS president 
Max MacLean; Japan Library director 
Jillian Yorke; WCBFS member Dorothy 
Baker; Royal NZ Institute of Horticul-
ture treasurer Chris Webb; Japanese 

teacher and drummer Michiyo Mori; 
and WCBFS member Mr Rogers repre-
senting Hauraki District Council. 

Waihī ward councillor Sarah Spicer 

was the MC. 
A plaque unveiling ceremony is 

planned by the society at 2pm on An-
zac Day, 2025.  

Guests reach out to form a “friendship tunnel” where the cherry blossom trees will grow. 

Shinji Matsui left, with the Mori-san Here Mai Taiko Japanese style drummers.    Photos: SUPPLIED
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Miranda 1152AMirandaRoad

2,679sqm 3 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10.30-11.15amSun 17Nov
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ScenicCoastalLifestyle inKaiaua
Welcometo thisexceptionalproperty in theserenecoastal townofKaiaua, renownedfor its scenic surroundings.This
property representsanextraordinaryopportunity toembracea lifestyle thatcombines ruralpeacefulnesswith the
convenienceofkeyamenitiesanda flourishingcommunitynearby.Thisproperty isbuiltwith functionalityandcharm,
crafted to fit its scenic surroundings.Offeringspacious livingareasandwell-designedbedrooms, it’s ideal for those
seekinga familyhomeorapeaceful lifestylechange.Thoughtfuldesign touchesensurecomfort,withmodern
conveniencesseamlessly integratedtosupporteveryday living.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316117

Puriri 17StationRoad

931sqm 3 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View3.30-4pmSun24Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ModernLockwood in theheartofPuriri
Located inPuriri, this2016-built, threebedroomLockwoodhomeon931 sqm(moreor less)blendsclassiccharmwith
modernconvenience, ideal for families seekingcomfortand lifestyle.Spacious, light-filled livinganddiningareasopen
seamlessly toanexpansivedeck,perfect forentertaining.Thewell-equippedkitchenoffers scenicviews,while the
bathroomfeaturesstylish finishes.Withampleoff-streetparking, thepropertyhas roomfor futureadditions.Council
water is supplementedbya5,000LtankwithPuretec filtration. Just350mfromPuririPrimary, andwithThames
amenities 15minutesaway, thishomeoffersasuperb lifestyle.Soldunder thehammer—don’tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2316214
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Ngatea 55Puhunga IslandRoadSouth

85.96ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 12Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmWed20Nov&Wed27Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Primedairy in thePlains
Presentinga rarechance toacquireaprofitable85.9-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm,available for the first timesince
1919.Located inHaurakiPlains, thisproperty is ideal for first-timebuyersor investors,offeringeasymanagementand
highproductivity.The farm includes65paddocks, a20ASHBshed, feedpad,andamplestorage,with reliablewater
viaacouncil connection.The flat, fertile landhasdesirableAlluvial clay loam.Accommodations featurea three-
bedroomhome,a two-bedroomdwelling, andasleepout. Justminutes fromNgateaandclose toAucklandand
Hamilton.Sellersaremotivated—seize this rareopportunity!

bayleys.co.nz/2316195

Paeroa 30RyallRoad

6,666sqm 5 2
AskingPrice $1,090,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Private lifestylewith roomfor twofamilies
Justminutes fromPaeroaonaquiet, no-exit road, this6,666sqm(moreor less)propertyoffersan idyllic rural lifestyle.
The familyhomefeaturesaspaciousopen-plan livingarea, a largekitchen/diningspace ideal forgatherings, andthree
bedrooms, includingamaster suite.Thebathroomincludesashower,bath, andseparate toilet.Acoveredpatiooffers
year-roundoutdoordiningwithviewsof theMaratotoHills. Thepropertyalsoprovidesamplegaraging, aworkshop,
andacarport. The renovatedtwo-bedroomflatwithkitchenetteandbathroomoffersguest spaceorAirbnbpotential.
A60,000Lpoolenhances theentertainingappeal.

bayleys.co.nz/2316017
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SPORTS
A big ‘yeehaw’ for Western Up challenge
The Hauraki Western Riding Club 

Western Up Triple Challenge 
event was held at the Omahu Valley 
Sports Arena on November 9-10. 

The event was dreamt up by three 
friends with a love and passion for the 
Western Riding equestrian discipline. 
It was inspired by a special girls trip to 
Melbourne where they went to make 
memories together after a cancer di-
agnosis of one of the friends.

During the trip, they visited the 
small town of Tatura, two hours north 
of Melbourne city, to attend Austral-
ia’s Greatest Horsewoman  competi-
tion. A five-day spectacular consist-
ing of multiple Western disciplines, 
one horse and rider combination, all 
competing for the exclusive title of 
Australia’s Greatest Horsewoman.

As executive committee members 
of Hauraki Western Riding club, on 
their return to New Zealand, they 
were determined to incorporate a 
version of what they had seen in 
Australia into the 2024 HWRC event 
calendar.

So, after getting matching tattoos 
of a horseshoe on each of their fore-
arms representing their sisterhood, 
a few lengthy discussions over wine, 
and armed with the knowledge of 
what they had seen in Australia, the 
HWRC Western Up Triple Challenge 
was born.

Three friends, three classes, an 
event showcasing the versatility 
of the Western horse across three 
Western disciplines - the Western 
Up Obstacle Challenge, Ranch Riding 
pattern and Cattle Boxing.

Participants enjoyed a weekend of 

competition at Omahu. Each horse 
and rider combination competed 
across all three disciplines chasing the 
coveted title and Champion buckle 
prize. The weekend was well received 
with riders enjoying the camarade-
rie and competition. Points were 
awarded according to placings across 
the multiple disciplines with one rider 
coming out tops in each section - 
Youth, Rookie and Open Adult. After 
the success of the weekend and lots 

of positive feedback, the club plans to 
make it an annual event.

Ribbons, prizes and spot prizes 
were awarded for all classes and a 
very flashy custom western buckle 
was awarded for the Open Adult 
Competition Champion donated by 
Barden & Co Legal. HWRC would like 
to thank all of the competitors, who 
came from far and wide, for attend-
ing over the weekend. Thank you also 
to our hosts at Omahu Valley Sports 

Arena, PJ and Geny Rendell, all of our 
judges and the generous sponsors 
who supported our event: Barden 
& Co Legal, CoroVets Whangamata, 
Farmlands Paeroa, Franklin Vets, The 
Warehouse Thames, Farm Source 
Paeroa and Saddlery Warehouse.
DETAILS: For more information, 
search Hauraki Western Riding Club 
on Facebook or email: hauraki-
wrc207@gmail.com. 

By Laurie Webb

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Open Adult Triple 
Challenge Champion Lisa Ritchie and Apache’s Quest; 
PJ Rendell and Ted; Bill Hutton and Boots; Open Youth 
Champion Aiyana Webb and Sweetly Dun. 

                   Photos: GEORGINA LLOYD

RESULTS: Open Adult Champion: Lisa Ritchie 
and Apache’s Quest; Reserve Champion: Kelly 
Keenan and Savvy; Rookie Adult Champion: 
Kelly Smeath and Bee My Honey; Reserve 
Champion: Sara-Grace Taylor and The Per-
fect Last Shot. Open Youth Champion: Aiyana 
Webb and Sweetly Dun; Res Champion: Mac-
Kenzie Bell and Lexie. Ribbons: Western Up 
Obstacles Open: 1st Lisa Ritchie and Apache’s 
Quest; 2nd Laurie Webb and Smoky Haze; 3rd 
PJ Rendell and Ted; 4th Keri-Leigh Patterson 
and James. Rookie: 1st Kay Burt and Maddy; 
2nd Kelly Smeath and Bee My Honey; 3rd 
Kelly Smeath and Spirit of Aroha; 4th Karena 
Faber and Zar. Youth: 1st Aiyana Webb and 
Sweetly Dun; 2nd MacKenzie Bell and Lexi. 
Ranch Riding: Open: 1st Kelly Keenan and 
Savvy; 2nd Keri-Leigh Patterson and James; 
3rd Lisa Ritchie and Apache’s Quest; 4th Laurie 
Webb and Smoky Haze. Rookie: 1st Kay Burt 
and Maddy; 2nd Kelly Smeath and Bee My 
Honey; 3rd Sara-Grace Taylor and The Perfect 
Last Shot; 4th Kelly Smeath and Spirit of Aroha. 
Youth: 1st MacKenzie Bell and Lexi; 2nd Aiyana 
Webb and Sweetly Dun. Cattle boxing: Open: 
1st Lisa Ritchie and Apache’s Quest; 2nd Kelly 
Keenan and Savvy; 3rd Ingrid Ormandy and 
Playchex Chrome; 4th Steph Thompson and 
Indie Indeed. Rookie: 1st Kelly Smeath and Bee 
My Honey; 2nd Haleigh Bird and Flying Colours 
Electra; 3rd Sara-Grace Taylor and The Perfect 
Last Shot; 4th Marianna Haworth and Cherry. 
Youth: 1st Aiyana Webb and Sweetly Dun; 2nd 
MacKenzie Bell and Lexi. Lead rein: 1st Auroah-
Leigh Rendell on Ted. Beginner youth: 1st Sas-
kia Palmer on Rocky; 2nd Cameron Bell on Lexi. 
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