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DRIVING ACADEMY
Learners Licence Course.

Lessons to get you
to a full licence.

Defensive Driving Course.

Call or
text us

Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

‘Dream come true’ for drift car racer, P3

We are proud to be partnering with Racing Te Aroha for the
Diprose Miller Christmas at the Races 2024.

Wednesday 27 November 2024.
Check out: https://racingtearoha.co.nz/diprose-miller-christmas-races for further info.

Taking 
out the 
trash

Arihia Peni and her son, Takarei Rayner, are 
doing their bit to keep their home town 
clean by picking up bags of rubbish, left.  

Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Arihia Peni wasn’t looking for a pat on 
the back when she picked up rubbish 

on a recent morning hikoi.
“I was just trying to encourage people to 

want to get out and do it,” she said.
But the Paeroa community has since ral-

lied around the 33-year-old Mum and her 
son, Takarei Rayner, in their clean-up ef-
forts. 

Arihia was encouraged to post a photo 

of the rubbish they collected one morning 
on a community Facebook page to inspire 
others to take part.

Soon after, the tidy pair were inundated 
with positive feedback from hundreds of 
people on the Paeroa Post Facebook page.

The response was “really cool” according 
to Arihia, and Takarei, 13, said it was good 
to hear positivity.

People thanked them for “keeping our 
town clean” - even people who were origi-

nally from Paeroa but had moved away.
Arihia said she also made friends with 

a neighbour, who was keen to join in the 
mission, and other residents also kept an 
eye out for the pair every morning.

One lady greeted Arihia when she walked 
past her house, and some people even of-
fered kai, like steamed pudding, she said.

But that wasn’t all they received.
The Facebook post connected Arihia and 

Takarei with someone from out of town 

who managed their parents’ property in 
Paeroa, and they offered Takarei a lawn 
mowing job, she said.

“It gives him a little bit of pocket money.”
But what they were doing was a “small 

step” compared to the work “heaps of peo-
ple” had been doing for a long time, Arihia 
said. The pair aimed to go out for at least 40 
minutes each morning, she said, because 
“[Takarei’s] got to get ready for school, and 

CONTINUED ON P2

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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Thames Tides
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 05 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 11 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 02 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 11 -0 12

For total protection in any weather, year after year,  
turn to Wattyl Solagard. Wattyl Solagard has been 

providing exterior paint protection for decades,  
ensuring New Zealand homes look better for longer.

SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

“See us for a range of  
exterior and interior  
paints, brushes and  

painting accessories”.

12 13

Anush
LRV 72.46

Moccacino
LRV 44

Colorbond® Woodland Grey®
LRV 12

Colorbond® 
Woodland Grey®

Astor White 
LRV 82

Dawn Grey 
LRV 36

Black Hole
LRV 5

Geyser Flat
LRV 74.88

Maldive Dive 
LRV 38

Coloursteel® Grey Friars
LRV 10.48

Coloursteel® 
Grey Friars

Geyser 
Flat

Anush

Moccacino

Astor 
White

Dawn Grey

Maldive 
Dive

Black Hole

wattyl loves

Use a contrast  
or accent colour  

to highlight 
architectural details.

colour tip

Available now at Read Bros Hardware, Thames.

12 13

Anush
LRV 72.46

Moccacino
LRV 44

Colorbond® Woodland Grey®
LRV 12

Colorbond® 
Woodland Grey®

Astor White 
LRV 82

Dawn Grey 
LRV 36

Black Hole
LRV 5

Geyser Flat
LRV 74.88

Maldive Dive 
LRV 38

Coloursteel® Grey Friars
LRV 10.48

Coloursteel® 
Grey Friars

Geyser 
Flat

Anush

Moccacino

Astor 
White

Dawn Grey

Maldive 
Dive

Black Hole

wattyl loves

Use a contrast  
or accent colour  

to highlight 
architectural details.

colour tip

25 YEAR WARRANTY 
AGAINST FLAKING,  
PEELING OR  
BLISTERING*

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Peter & Son 
ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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I’ve got to get ready for work”, but on the 
weekends - “I can go as long as I want”.

While out on a walk from Thames Rd, 
Bennett St, Olga St and through to Primrose 
Hill and down the other side - she collected 
two bags filled with rubbish, and even found 
a crutch.

A challenge the pair faced was carrying 
the rubbish bags once they were filled and 
heavy, so they were looking for a suitable 
way to carry the rubbish that allowed them 
to keep their hands free, she said.

But people and businesses also offered 
support to Arihia, including disposing of 
some of the rubbish. 

Arihia, who is a Goldfields School teacher 
aide, said she was interested to see if anyone 
would post any of their own rubbish-collect-
ing photos on social media, but understood 
if people were hesitant to pitch in.

“I understand nobody wants to pick up 
dirty rubbish with their hands.”

Arihia said she and Takarei were lucky 
enough to get some “rubbish pickers” or 
extendable grabbing tools from Goldfields 
School.

“They were broken ones that I just super 
glued back together. It was just the handle 
part that needed to be fixed.”

But it was the mahi (work) from her stu-
dents at Goldfields School that initially en-
couraged her.

Picking up rubbish was something the 
students did on Mondays as part of their 
programme, Arihia said.

The students collected rubbish around 

Mum and son litter-ally make a difference
CONTINUED FROM P1

playgrounds at the Railway Reserve Play-
ground and Paeroa Domain.

“If kids with diversity can do it, then 
there’s no excuse for anyone else to not be 
able to do it.”

But Arihia is an ideas person.
As soon as she and Takarei started collect-

ing rubbish on their walks, she sparked an 
idea to start up a programme for kids, she 
said, which would encourage kids to get out 
for a bit of fitness, while helping pick up rub-
bish at the same time, she said.

“I just think it would take a lot of organisa-
tion.”

But Arihia’s main motivation was for kids 
and their parents to get “out and about” to-
gether. “It’s more [about] getting the par-

ents out to do more with their kids. Even 
little things like going for a walk and picking 
up rubbish.”

Arihia said although she believed it wasn’t 
the company’s fault, the majority of the rub-
bish they had picked up around town was 
from McDonalds.

Takarei said one positive thing was he 
got a couple of instant wins for food from 
McDonalds promotional stickers he found 
while picking up rubbish. “But also, don’t 
dump your rubbish,” he said.

Arihia has been in contact with McDon-
alds to see if they could help be part of keep-
ing Paeroa clean.

McDonald’s New Zealand head of impact 
and communications Simon Kenny said: 
“we hate seeing Macca’s packaging litter in 
public places”.

Simon said globally McDonald’s was com-
mitted to helping reduce waste and advance 
a circular economy, and in New Zealand, 
they supported national litter programmes 
and organisations.

“We’d encourage people to contact our 
restaurants and have a conversation, and 
see what constructive options may be avail-
able for us to play a part in addressing the 
societal issues around litter.”

Arihia and Takarei’s objective was to in-
spire others to get involved.

Takarei said each time someone else got 
involved, it encouraged others to do it too.

And Arihia said, now she had made her ef-
forts public, “I kind of have to hold myself 
accountable”.

“It’s changed my mindset.”

Arihia with a Rubbish haul.          Photo: SUPPLIED



www.valleyprofile.co.nz     November 6, 2024, THE VALLEY PROFILE 03

90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
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• Auto Openers
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Black Friday Sale

off all La-Z-Boy
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‘Dream come true’ for drift car racer
It was hard for Lincoln Whid-

dett not to spill the beans 
about his “dream come true” 
before the big reveal.

But at the start of October, 
the 16-year-old drift car racer 
was able to officially announce 
his factory drive for Mazda 
Japan and TCP Magic which 
would take place at Mazda Fan 
Festa this weekend in Mima-
saka, Japan.

The year-12 Hauraki Plains 
College student told The Pro-
file it felt “unreal” when he 
found out. 

Not only would it be Lin-
coln’s first drive in Japan, the 
drifter would also debut a new 
vehicle for Mazda.

While Lincoln couldn’t give 
anything away about the car, 
the one thing he could mention 
was “it’s ridiculous”.

“We will reveal the car [on] 
the day of the event - make 
sure to follow my instagram to 
see the reveal.”

His drive would take place 
on the Okayama circuit on No-
vember 9 and 10, and in prepa-
ration for it, Lincoln said he 
planned to train on the circuit 
through his simulator at home.

In the week leading up to the 
event, Lincoln said he would 
do a “shakedown” of the car, 
which is a test to make sure 
everything worked as it should.

When asked if he had a rou-

tine before his races, Lincoln 
said he blocked out any out-
side thoughts and slowed his 
breathing.

But while he was racing, Lin-
coln said the main thing that 
went through his head was to 
stay focussed on his consist-

ency and “putting on a good 
show” for the crowd.

The biggest hurdle in his 
competition drifting was try-
ing to impress all the judges, he 
said. 

Judges’ votes were opinion 
based, so the challenge was to 

try and adapt his driving style 
to fit their preferences, he said.

And when it came to over-
coming nerves, the young drift-
er said he always embraced 
them to “fuel the adrenaline”.

The young athlete’s favourite 
piece of advice from his dad and 

Drift car racer Lincoln Whiddett, 16, will make his debut factory drive in Japan.                                 Photo: GRAEME MURRAY

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
drifting legend, Mike Whiddett, 
better known as Mad Mike, was 
to “just have fun.”

Mike told Lincoln, ‘if you’re 
not enjoying what you do, you 
can always find something 
else’. 

But it was his passion for mo-
torsports that motivated him.

Lincoln lived, breathed and 
“loved everything” about it.

“Everything is so different 
from all other sports, and that’s 
what I think is the best part.”

One thing that pushed Lin-
coln to “do my best” was the 
pressure he felt.

“I feel like a lot of people ex-
pect a good result from me, be-
ing Mike’s son and living right 
next to a race track.

“But what keeps me going is 
how much effort my parents 
put in for me, so I try to repay 
them with the effort I put back 
into it.”

Lincoln’s advice for others 
inspired to get into drifting was 
to get involved at events.

“Even if it’s offering a hand to 
someone to start off with. 

“There’s lots of jobs and ca-
reers apart from the driver,” he 
said.

“They obviously need a crew 
to help them which has a lot 
of very important roles for the 
team.”
DETAILS: To follow Lincoln’s jour-
ney to Japan, and to keep up with 
his drifting, follow him on Insta-
gram: @lincoln_whiddett



04 THE VALLEY PROFILE, November 6, 2024   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Education

In the Kahawai and Haku teams of Te 
Puru School, we have groups called 

Rōpū Awhina on Monday afternoons, 
run by Whaea Hayley.

In these groups, we focus on doing 
things in the kitchen that we can give 
back to our school or community. 

For example, when it’s time for our 
yearly Hangi, our senior Rōpū serves 
the grandparents and special guests.

We plan to make a meal for our class-
es in our Haku team, and when we make 
things for our Rōpū, if there is some left, 
we share it with our kaiako. But we’re 

not just in the kitchen while doing Rōpū. 
Another big part of Rōpū is being a 

team and working together, after all, 
Rōpū does mean group. 

When we aren’t making things to eat, 
we’re making connections with each 
other by discussing our likes and things 
that are important to us. 

Whaea Hayley is encouraging us to 
not hesitate to ask her when we need 
someone to help us or talk to. 

We all enjoy having wonderful Whaea 
Hayley as our Rōpū teacher.

We are super lucky to have this amaz-
ing Rōpū here at Te Puru School and we 
cherish every lesson.

Rōpū Awhina students 
cook for the community

ADVERTISING FEATURE

All of our classes in Te Puru School get to experi-
ence a class called Kura Tātahi, or in English, 

Beach School.
This is unique to our school and makes Te Puru 

school one of a kind. 
Here at Kura Tātahi we do all kinds of exciting learn-

ing activities at Beach School like paddle boarding, 
kayaking, swimming, water safety, fire safety, cook-
ing, and learning the things we need in the outdoors. 

But that’s not all of it. 
One of our main focuses in Kura Tātahi is our val-

ues, Kaitiakitanga, Tū Kaha, Arohatanga, Whanaun-
gatanga, and lucky last Manaakitanga. Matua Jason 

and Whaea Hayley run this program and they do a 
fantastic job.

Beach School is great as it brings classmates to-
gether, and lets them engage.

This programme aligns with Mātauranga Māori, in-
cluding Maramataka and Te Whare Tapa Whā, which 
we use to connect to our Hauora/Wellbeing, as well 
as our Whenua/Land.

Matua Jason is always fun to listen to, he always 
has fun Māori myths. 

A lot of our activities are based on the seasons. 
Raumati/Summer Takurua/Winter Ngāhuru/Autumn 
and lastly Kōanga/Spring.

Beach School is an enjoyable programme that all of 
our tamariki love.

By Esther Bullock and Nelleke Zandvoort

Today’s young generation navigates a society un-
like any before in history.

At Te Puru School, we take the well being of our 
learners as front and centre for their future achieve-
ments. We embrace, enrich and empower our tam-
ariki to be kaitiaki of themselves, each other and 
our taiao (environment). At our kura we embrace a 
culture that enhances well-being and resilience. This 
enables a positive and inclusive learning culture for 
all akōnga (learners) and whānau.

We enrich our learning experiences and out-
comes for all through our localised curriculum that 
aligns with Mātauranga Māori, Te Whare Tapa Whā 
and Maramataka.

We see this through our school values; Manaaki-
tanga (Kindness), Whanaungatanga (Belonging), 
Arohatanga (Respect), Tū Kaha (Resilience), and Kai-
tiakitanga (Guardianship) and our personalised in-
quiry learning framework connecting to Kura Tātahi 
(Beach School) and the refreshed curriculum.

Our unique environment means that we can em-
power our learners to be kaitiaki of our beach and 
surrounding area and strengthen connections with 
mana whēnua while engaging in inspiring projects 
that are made for our akōnga. 

Here at Te Puru School, we have developed a 
wellbeing/hauora space, Te Wai-marino. Our goal is 
to provide support and a safe place for tamariki to 
self regulate, to balance their Hinengaro (Mental), 
Tinana (Physical), Wairua (Spiritual), Whānau (Rela-
tionships) and Whenua (Reconnect). The mana of 

our tamariki is being enhanced and focuses on con-
tributing to greater empowerment for our tamariki.

We also provide personalised TPS Rōpū - Tū Tama 
Toa - (Stand as Strong Warrior) and Te Rōpū Awhina.

Experiences are provided for our tamariki to learn 
skills to build on their self-esteem and strengthen 
their connections with others.

Within our rōpū, we work on a variety of projects 
such as learning how to be a server for our commu-
nity Matariki celebration and learning how rongoā 
Māori supports our tinana (body) through investi-
gating and using the kawakawa plant.

This learning is then transferred to classroom situ-
ations, where our tamariki become tuakana (lead-
ers) as they share their knowledge with others and 
achieve successful outcomes.

Our Kura Tātahi (Beach School) programme ena-
bles tamariki to engage in a range of rich learning 
experiences, developing an authentic sense of place 
and belonging, connecting to our local iwi Ngāti 
Tamaterā.

With our unique learning environment (Tikapa 
Moana) and kaitiakitanga being at the heart of what 
we do, tamariki are immersed in ‘hands-on’ outdoor 
learning experiences fostering te reo, tikanga, ex-
ploration, problem solving, discovery, collaboration, 
environmental education and action.

Each term our classrooms cover a learning con-
cept which is weaved into our programme, where 
students are engaged in rich, personalised inquiry-
led learning. Te Puru School engages passion, and 
empowers lifelong learners to make change and 
inspire the future.

By  Izaac Garmey, Hayley Fenton, Jade Beaver and TPS 
teachers.

Students make waves

Te Puru’s Kura Tātahi - 
Beach School ‘one of a kind’

Te Puru students Pearl McWatt and 
River Taverner ready to paddle.  
 Photos: SUPPLIED

 Jackson Brockbank and Liliana Wilkie in the kitchen.

By Te Puru School student Lillian Berghan

Te Puru School students at Kura Tātahi (Beach School). 
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MEGA SALE

Thames enthusiast goes ham for amateur radio

Calling CQ - a ham radio 
enthusiast is seeking like-

minded people in Thames to 
form a new club. 

Alex Makinson is never spot-
ted around town without a 
handheld radio or four at his 
belt. 

The 34-year-old is well-
known around Thames, having  
featured on the TV show Down 
For Love last year. 

He has been a fan of all 
things electronic for most of 
his life, but his special interest 
is amateur radio, also known 
as ham radio. 

Alex has been a licenced 
amateur radio operator since 
July, 2012, after discovering 
two-way radio at the age of 14. 

“One Easter I was in Taupo… 
I went to the Dick Smith shop 
with my dad and I saw in the 
window of the walkie-talkie 
cabinet a police scanner for 
sale and I had to get my hands 
on it, and that’s how my inter-
est in radio sprung,” Alex re-
called. 

“He bought the police scan-
ner for me later on that year, 
2004, 20 years ago and later 
on after getting that I got a pair 
of these little DSC D1793 pock-
et communicator value pack 
40 channel walkie-talkies.”

Alex’s love of radio grew, and 
soon he found ham radio, join-
ing a club in Hamilton. 

“In 2005 when I went to my 
dad’s for that weekend a fellow 
ham popped around and vis-

ited me, and brought his hand-
held. He gave it to me to have a 
look at. I didn’t have a licence 
then of course [but] I wore it on 
my belt pretending to be a cop,” 
Alex said. 

“That’s when my interest of 
amateur radio added to the in-
terest of radio.”

Alex speaks to people all over 
the world, using his unique call 
sign to identify himself to peo-
ple as far away as the United 

Kingdom, he said. Most of his 
conversations centre around 
the hobby itself - how long 
they’ve been involved and what 
they get up to. 

“You can make new friends, 
talk around the world and join 
different clubs.”

Now, Alex wants to find local 
enthusiasts. He’s already con-
nected with five or six people in 
Thames who participate in the 
hobby, Alex said. 

“I’m looking at establishing a 
new club in Thames, bringing 
those people together,” he said. 

“I just want to introduce new 
people to the hobby, because 
I’ve been asked to promote the 
hobby by a fellow ham, so I’m 
trying to do that.”

And for Alex, who has a high-
functioning autism disorder 
formerly known as Asperger’s 
syndrome, the hobby is also an 
opportunity for inclusiveness. 

“I want more special needs 
people in the hobby as well,” he 
said. “People who are enthusi-
asts. I’d like to go around the 
special needs schools, or the 
schools with special needs units 
and get them involved as well.”
DETAILS: To get involved or find 
out more about ham radio, con-
tact Alex on 027 853 3351. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Alex Makinson is looking for 
other Thames locals to get 
involved in the ham radio scene.    
Photo: ALICE PARMINTER
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Carpet | Vinyl | Wood | Rugs | Curtains | Blinds | Tracks | Accessories

* Offers are valid until 31/10/24. Terms and conditions apply. See instore or online for full details.

NEW CO-LOCATED STORE NOW OPEN!
Come visit us at our co-located Carpet Court & CurtainStudio store

217 Pollen Street, Thames | 07 777 4994
Open Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm, Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

FREE
UNDERLAY

FREE
FLOOR

CAREKIT

FREE
UNDERLAY
UPGRADE

FIRST
$1,000OF
INSTALLATION
FREE

Sale
30%

OFF
SELECTED
CUSTOM
CURTAINS*

40%
OFF

CUSTOM
BLINDS*

Body found in mud at Shortland Wharf
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

A hat lying in the mud at the 
end of Thames’ Shortland 

wharf caught the eye of Karaw-
na Poona, who was working 
with Samuel Dufty on a Har-
bour Board contract to repair 
the wharf. 

It was around 7am in early 
December, 1900, and the tide 
was out.

Karawna picked the hat up, 
took a couple of steps, and 
about seven yards from the 
piles came across a body face 
down in the mud. 

He called Samuel and they 
both at once went and reported 
the matter to Constable Hodg-
son, who proceeded to the 
wharf. 

The man was recognised as 
63-year-old Scotsman John 
Miller, a butcher, and a wid-
ower with a grown-up family of 
nine. He was a well respected 
resident of the town.

The constable informed the 
relatives of the sad occurrence, 

Shortland wharf, Thames, in the 1900s.                                           Photo: SUPPLIED

and John was taken to his 
home. 

The discovery was a mystery 
- John had been last seen alive 
by his daughter Violet about 
9.30 the previous night, when 
he went into his bedroom and 
prepared to go to bed. 

He seemed his usual self, al-
though he suffered from a kid-
ney complaint and bouts of in-
somnia. 

Violet did not hear him get up 
again and leave the house.

At the inquest, Walter Mill-
er, John’s son, said that al-
though his father suffered with 
his kidneys, which laid him up 
sometimes, his general health 
and strength was good. 

He could not account for him 
being found where he was un-

less he went for a walk down to 
the wharf - where he often went 
in the day time – sat down, be-
came drowsy, and fell over the 
edge. As far as he knew, his fa-
ther had no enemy.

Constable Hodgson stated 
that there were no marks of vio-
lence on the body and he knew 
of nothing to indicate that John 
committed suicide. 

About the only things found 
in his pockets were a pipe and 
matches. 

He knew that John frequent-
ly went down the wharf and sat 
on the fender piles. 

There was not sufficient wa-
ter on the mud bank to drown 
a man. 

John might have fallen into 
deeper water then been carried 

round by the tide and lodged on 
the mud bank.

The coroner said that the the-
ory that suggested itself on the 
evidence was that John could 
not sleep and got up and went 
for a walk to the wharf and sat 
on one of the fender piles. 

Becoming drowsy, he prob-
ably fell over and drowned, an 
eddy carrying the body in to 
where it was found. 

It was not clear how he got 
into the water or whether death 
took place before midnight or 
after. The jury returned a ver-
dict to that effect.

John’s wife, Marjory, and 
one of their sons, Hugh, 18, 
had both died five years previ-
ously and all three are buried at 
Shortland cemetery.

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Parminter
1. On October 22, 2024, Bronny James 
and which other player became the first 
father-and-son pair to play in the NBA 
together?
2. What does GP stand for?
3. According to Wikipedia, the top two 
biggest companies by number of em-
ployees in New Zealand, (with approxi-
mately 20,000 employees each), are 
Fletcher Building and which other com-
pany? a) Air New Zealand, b) Fisher and 
Paykel or c) Woolworths NZ?
4. The name of which Hauraki town 
translates to ‘heaped (or compacted) 
clay’? a) Kerepēhi, b) Ngatea or c) 
Paeroa?
5. Which car was the first to be driven 
in Antarctica? a) Hyundai Santa Fe, b) 
Toyota Corolla or c) Volkswagen Beetle?
6. How many points is the letter W 
worth in a regular game of Scrabble in 
New Zealand?
7. What game consists of mole heads 
that pop up at random, as the player at-
tempts to bash each one with a mallet 
for points?
8. A banana plant is a) a palm, or b) a 
herbaceous plant?
9. Who is often credited with the saying 
“Any colour the customer wants, as long 
as it’s black”, to describe the model T? 
10. What is the chemical symbol for Alu-
minium? a) Ag, b) Al or c) Au

Answers: 1.  LeBron James; 2. General 
practitioner; 3. c) Woolworths NZ; 4. a) 
Kerepēhi; 5.c) Volkswagen Beetle, in 1963; 
6. 4; 7. Whac-A-Mole; 8. b.) a herbaceous 
plant- the apparent ‘stem’ is in fact made up 
of the bases of leaf stalks; 9. Henry Ford, - 
though this has never been verified. 10. AI
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MONDAY 11TH - THAMES CIVIC CENTRE - 200 MARY STREET - THAMES - 10-3PM.
TUESDAY 12TH - WHITIANGA TOWN HALL - 24 MONK STREET - WHITIANGA - 10-3PM.

WEDNESDAY 13TH - PRIVATE HOUSECALLS - WHITIANGA, WHANGAMATA, WAIHI & THAMES 
CALL NOW TO SECURE YOUR PREFERRED TIME SLOT.

(ONSITE SECURITY. PLEASE HAVE YOUR BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER HANDY FOR A FASTER BANK TRANSFER)
HOUSECALLS ARE BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. PLEASE CONTACT HAMISH NOW FOR YOUR PREFERRED TIME SLOT.

PHONE: 0800 461 727 | MOBILE: 021 461 727 | EMAIL: hamishwalsh@xtra.co.nz
www.walshantiques.co.nz | walshantiques

Walsh Antiques (Hamish Walsh) Licensed Antique & Artifact buyer. P.O. Box 32-069, Devonport, Auckland.

HAMISH WALSH IS BUYING!!! ANTIQUES, ART & JEWELLERY
IN THE COROMANDEL AREA FOR 3 DAYS (11TH - 13TH NOVEMBER)

Moving or downsizing? Maybe the family is not interested or its time to
just let it go. Let Hamish give your items the attention they deserve.

Jewellery & watches
(Broken or damaged ok),
bullion, coins (gold & silver),
silver bars. Chains, rings.
Rolex, Omega, Seiko etc.

Historical & modern,
original works. Paintings
& limited prints, bronze &
glass. Anything unusual or
interesting considered.

Maori & Pacific, stone,
wood, bone, woven,
carved, painted,
greenstone, weapons
& instruments.

Historical NZ furniture,
pre-victorian english
furniture, silver & china.
Iconic 20th century
classics. Militaria. Clocks.

Y

Hamish Walsh has an extensive
knowledge of antiques, curiosities and
collectibles. Hamish has been involved
in the antiques business as a collector,
auctioneer, appraiser and dealer for over
35 yrs. Also appearing on T.V’s “Auction
House”. Please take this opportunity
and call Hamish to discuss or make an
appointment for a free appraisal.

WANTED
WATCHES / JEWELLERY

WANTED
ART & SCULPTURE

WANTED
ARTIFACTS

WANTED
ANTIQUES

POCKET & WRIST WATCHES

BROKEN OR SCRAP GOLD & SILVER

GOLD, SILVER BULLION, COINS
& RARE CURRENCY

GOLD & SILVER JEWELLERY

STERLING SILVER

MILITARIA

GLASS & POTTERY

SIGNS, KITSCH & CURIOSITIES

FURNITURE

CLASSIC NZ MEMORABILIA

ALL ART & ORIGINAL PRINTS

CLASSIC TECHNOLOGY

MAORI & PACIFIC ARTIFACTS

ANTIQUE JEWELLERY

CLASSIC TOYS

CLAS RNATIONAL
MEMORABILIA

CLASSIC INTER
EMORA

PLEASE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY, DON’T MISS OUT!!

CLASSIC CLOCKSKS

RE

MIL

MEM ABILIAA

S

BUYING IN THE COROMANDEL!!

ANTIQUES
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

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2015 Ssangyong
Korando Ltd

2.0 Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms

ONLY
$12,990

2015 Mitsubishi Mirage LS
Auto, Top Spec with Leather

$8,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990

2013 Ford Fiesta Trend
1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New

$10,990

2017 Nissan Qashqai
Low Kms, NZ New, TOP SPEC

$21,990
SPECIAL

2005 Jaguar XJ8
Auto, NZ New, Only 89kms,

2 Owners, Superb Car & Condition

$21,990

2012 Ford Territory TS
Auto, AWD, V6 Diesel, Top Tow SUV

$10,990

2011 Kia Cerato SX
2.0Ltr Auto, Turbo, Alloys

Top Condition

$10,990

Remi, Indy and Stellah enjoy the music at the variety stage.                        Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Fireworks dazzle the large crowd at Paeroa Domain. Rock and roll dancers entertain. 

Dazzling display
The annual Paeroa Lions Fireworks Display dazzled the crowd on 
October 27 at the Paeroa Domain. The event was postponed by one 
night due to the weather, but despite a couple of small showers on 
the rain date, organisers decided to forge ahead. The weather came 
to the party at the last minute, clearing for most of the evening and 
providing clear skies just as the lights went down. Hundreds of people 
were gathered in the domain for the spectacular display, which was 
preceded by live music, dancing, food trucks, carnival rides and other 
entertainment. Many were dressed in their scary best, to participate 
in the Halloween Dress Up contest. Paeroa Lions president Wei Zhang 
said the evening was very successful, raising around $15,000 for the 
community. She thanked the Lions members for their hard work in 
managing the event. “The feedback we got was really good from the 
public, considering the weather was a bit soggy. I think the Paeroa 
Lions have done a wonderful job,” she said. “I also want to thank the 
community for supporting this event for over three decades, I think 
it’s a really great thing for the Paeroa community.” ALICE PARMINTER 
popped along to catch the display. 

Friends enjoy the festive atmosphere.

Leeann and Danielle Luke with Damon. Tyler and Miley enjoy the fireworks. 
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Contact the team for a FREE measure and quote

Order NowOrder Now
to have your

Roller Blinds installed
for Christmas

ENTERTAINMENT

Folk musicians to play
For its final concert for 2024, 

Kauaeranga Music is delighted to 
host two of New Zealand’s best-known 
folk musicians, Bob McNeill and  Emily 
Roughton, on Friday. 

Bob and Emily bring their deep musi-
cal connection to the Kauaeranga Valley 
for a rare concert together, playing their 
favourite songs and tunes collected over 
years of playing at festivals, stages and 
late into the night at kitchen tables.

Based in Wellington, Bob is one of New 
Zealand’s best known folk songwriters. 
His songs have been covered by artists in 
New Zealand, Australia, the United King-
dom and United States. 

NZ Musician magazine compared his 
songwriting to Bruce Springsteen and 
Mark Knopfler; the Dominion Post lik-
ened him to Jackson Browne and James 

Taylor. 
A guitarist, he is known for both his 

open-tuned acoustic fingerstyle style and 
electric guitar playing. His latest album, 
released in June, 2024, is Lost Stars, an 
extended release on CD and download 
features new recordings and rarities, 
with Emily on violin and piano.

From Whangarei, Emily is a virtuoso 
violinist inspired by the Scottish tradition 
and the modern trad movement. 

Classically trained, she is infinitely 
adaptable with her gorgeous stylings and 
fiery tune playing and the perfect foil for 
Bob’s lyrical songs.
DETAILS: The duo will play at Kauaeranga 
Hall on November 8 at 7:30pm. Tickets: 
Door sales $28, pre-paid $25 txt: 021 912 
993 or kauaerangahallmusic@gmail.com, 
or Garden Music, 712 Pollen St, Thames.

Emily Roughton and Bob McNeill.                                               Photo: SUPPLIED
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BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

PL
07

10
00

8

YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

Water – in particular the 
storage of it – was a 

hot topic at last week’s Re-
gional Growth Summit. And 

it’s top of mind for Waikato Regional Council 
too. Regional Development Minister Shane 
Jones encouraged applications to the $1billion-
plus Regional Development Fund from Waikato 
water storage schemes. And Waikato-Tainui’s 
executive Te Arataura, Chair Tukoroirangi Mor-
gan shared that the iwi is already looking at op-
tions for storage.

The government’s recognition of the need to 
increase water storage is part of what under-
pins the Waikato Water Security Strategy, which 
Waikato Regional Council is working on at the 
the Waikato Mayoral Forum’s request, and 
alongside iwi partners (Waikato, Maniapoto, 
Raukawa, Hauraki, Te Arawa and Tūwharetoa), 
local councils and other stakeholders.

Water is our most precious resource and 
throughout the world it is increasingly threat-
ened by pollution and overallocation. Here in 
the Waikato, protecting and improving water 
is consistently the number one environmental 
concern that we hear about from our communi-
ties. From sustaining life to driving economies, 
water is the lifeblood of our planet. Despite the 
perception that we are surrounded by plenti-
ful water, climate change and the legacy effects 
of land use mean that in some areas of the re-
gion there simply isn’t enough fresh water to 
go around. Demand has increased, supply has 
decreased. That poses a significant risk when 
you think about future population growth and 
achieving improved environmental outcomes. 
The Water Security Strategy will mean we can 
manage water resources more efficiently.

I’m hearted that Minister Jones recognises 
the need for more water storage as the key to 
raising productivity and export earnings and 

being critical for dealing with volatile weather 
patterns and climate change. Part of the strate-
gy will be to work out high water demand areas 
and to ensure not too much water is allocated 
so we can safeguard water resources for our re-
gion’s future. Water resources in New Zealand 
are finite, and there is competition for water al-
location among various users, including house-
holds, industries, agriculture, and ecosystems. 
A Strategy will facilitate the allocation of water 
resources, taking into account the needs of dif-
ferent stakeholders while ensuring the sustain-
ability of water supplies for future generations

Other tasks outlined in the strategy include 
looking into leak detection, rainwater harvest-
ing initiatives, developing reporting tools using 
existing water data, identifying future points 
for demand, and aligning water security with 
climate change responses. Importantly, the 
Strategy also recommends exploring innova-
tive water security solutions, with a focus on 
options that reduce demand, enhance supply, 
and improve the river.

I’m heartened that the government and iwi 
are on the same page about water security. 
That they are prepared to play their part in de-
risking water storage. And I’m also heartened 
for other regions given Mr Morgan’s comments 
at and after the Growth Summit that “we need 
to find another way of trying to address the on-
going needs, not only of Waikato, but for the 
wider community.” Because this isn’t just a Wai-
kato problem. It’s a New Zealand problem. And 
a global one. If there are innovative solutions 
and options that come out of our Strategy, I’d 
love to think other communities could benefit 
from them. That we can share our knowledge 
and expertise. 

With the support of the government and iwi, 
I’m confident that we will be able to work out 
a way to ensure that we have reliable, sustain-
able water sources for future generations. Yes, 
there is a lot of work to do, but the commit-
ment to funding and collaboration is in place 
and that’s a very healthy place to begin.

Water storage a ‘hot topic’
By PAMELA STOREY, Waikato 
Regional Council  chair

OPINION
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$749$799 $499
Hauraki Plains Motors

1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021
A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

The grass is growing,The grass is growing,
comcome and see our push mower dealse and see our push mower deals
MASPORT 400AL VICTA BRONCO

V170
VICTA BRONCOHONDA HPM18 MASPORT

Mulch
& Side
discharge
Combo

$689$759

Catch & Mulch
Catch & Mulch

Catch & Mulch

19” Cut
B&S Engine

Roger Harris 
Scholarship 
entries open
A scholarship dedicating to helping students 

whose families live in the Waihou Piako 
zone rating area is open for applications.

The Roger Harris (Waihou Valley Scheme) 
Scholarship supports one student each year to 
study civil engineering or resource manage-
ment, with a particular focus on river and catch-
ment management. It provides up to $6000 to-
ward the cost of university fees.

This scholarship marks the contribution of 
the late Roger Harris, who was chief engineer to 
the then Hauraki Catchment Board 1959-1983,  
to the development and initial implementation 
of the Waihou Valley Scheme.

This scheme – which includes river and catch-
ment management infrastructure worth almost 
$130 million – covers a catchment of approxi-
mately 220,000 hectares on the eastern side of 
the Hauraki Plains and Thames Valley. It allows 
around an extra 50,000 hectares of land to be 
farmed safely.

The scholarship is open to all students with 
family resident within the Waihou Piako zone 
rating area who pay Waikato Regional Council 
targeted rates for the Waihou Valley Scheme or 
the Piako River Scheme - generally landowners 
with property around Thames, Ngatea, Paeroa, 
Waihi, Te Aroha, Morrinsville, Matamata, Tirau 
and part of Putāruru.

Applicants should submit a CV, including 
qualifications, copies of NCEA Level 1, 2 and 3 
results on official NCEA paper and extracurricu-
lar activities and other information that demon-
strates your skills and attributes.

Applications close on February 7, 2025.
DETAILS: waikatoregion.govt.nz/community/fund-
ing-and-scholarships/roger-harris-scholarship.

Emma Williamson and Teagan Gray.  
                  Photo: SUPPLIED

“Just give it a go, you have nothing 
to lose by entering, you don’t have to 
win to get benefits from the awards 
programme”. 

This is the advice from Tegan Gray, 
the winner of the Auckland/Hauraki 
Dairy Manager of the Year 2024. En-
tering the awards had huge benefits 
for Tegan, it was a chance to meet 
new likeminded passionate, progres-
sive people, along with understand-
ing your farm business better. It 
was also a chance for Tegan to prove 
herself and show that you can have 
a successful farming career without a 
male by your side. Tegan would like 
to be a positive role model for other 
women in the dairy industry.

Tegan grew up on her family farm 
on the Hauraki Plains, the original 
block has been in the family for 100 
years. She studied a Bachelor of Agri 
Science at Massey University and 
graduated in 2012. This kick started 
her career in the dairy industry, she’d 
initially wanted to work in the equine 
field but there were more opportuni-
ties in the dairy sector. She has been 
working on the family dairy farm for 
the past seven seasons. Working her 
way up from farm assistant, working 
under the previous contract milkers 
on the farm. She is now in her third 
season managing the farm. Tegan’s 
goal is to go sharemilking on her 
family farm in five years’ time and 
in the coming years will slowly buy 
stock and lease the cows back to the 
farm to build equity.

Off farm her interests include horse 
riding and travelling. Tegan spent 
July 2024 traveling through Mongo-
lia on The Great Nomad Expedition, 
the expedition was 23 days long rid-

Dairy awards offer ‘huge benefits’

ing horses, reindeer, yaks and cam-
els to get from one side of Mongolia 
to the other, a total of 1200km. The 
experience has made Tegan want to 
integrate travel into her career, “If 
I could find an opportunity to go to 
overseas to somewhere like Mongo-
lia and use my skills and knowledge 
to do good with it, I would”.

“The ultimate goal would be to 
learn more and see what farmers are 
doing with their farms overseas. To 
understand their farm systems and 
see what opportunities there are for 
dairy and better nutrition in develop-
ing countries”.

Emma Williamson the Auckland 
Hauraki Trainee of the Year 2024 
entered the awards to understand 
her knowledge gaps and skills, and 
for career progression.

She grew up in Ramarama, near 
the Hunua Ranges on a lifestyle 
block. Her journey into farming 
started when she left school at 16 and 

went to Taratahi for two years and 
then went sheep and beef farming 
for three years. She came home dur-
ing Covid, and it was during her stint 
at home that Emma found her way 
into the dairy industry. She was of-
fered the opportunity to do some re-
lief milking work for Sam Waugh on 
Donald’s Farm, owned by New Zea-
land Young Farmers near Clevedon. 
Until this point, she’d never milked 
a cow before, it was sink or swim! 
Three weeks into her newfound role 
as a relief milker she was left on her 
own to run the farm. It was during 
this time working for Sam that she 
realised she wanted to pursue a ca-
reer in the dairy industry. Emma 
went on to create her own relief milk-
ing business and before long an op-
portunity came up to work for Amber 
and Fraser Carpenter at Ararimu, 
working her way up from a casual 
employee to second in charge. This 
season she has moved south and is 
now working on a 500-cow farm near 
Reporoa and loving her new role.

Emma’s goal is to progress to farm 
manager role in five years’ time, then  
go contract milking.

Emma’s advice for anyone wanting 
to enter the awards is “Use this as an 
opportunity, you don’t need to know 
everything”. She goes on to state “It’s 
a chance for you to learn what you’re 
good at, meet likeminded people and 
put yourself out there”. Her favourite 
quote from a previous entrant is “Be 
a sponge!”. Could you be our next 
Auckland/Hauraki trainee, manager, 
or sharefarmer of the year?
DETAILS: More info on the awards, 
or how to enter: www.dairyindus-
tryawards.co.nz.
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Explore Waihi, Waikino & the outer areas

Lee (117 mins, 2023) M. Thu 1.30pm; Sun 4pm: Holocaust imagery, sexual violence references & offensive language.
True story of a photographer & fashion model who became an acclaimed war correspondent.
Memoir of a Snail (94mins, 2024) M. Violence, drug & sexual references. Thu 5.15pm; Fri 3pm & 7pm:
Beautiful animated memoir of a melancholic woman - a hoarder of snails, romance novels, and guinea-pigs.
Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome (107 mins, 1985) PG. Violence. Thu & Sat 7.30pm: Exiled in post-
apocalyptic Australia, a drifter travels with a group of abandoned children to rebel against the town’s queen.
The Miracle Club (90mins, 2023) PG. Coarse language. Fri 11am: Starring Maggie Smith. There’s one
dream for the women of Ballygar: to win a pilgrimage to the French town of Lourdes.
Alice In Wonderland (75mins, 1951) G. Sat 2pm & 4pm: Follows Alice who falls down a rabbit hole to
enter Wonderland ruled by the Queen of Hearts, while encountering the Mad Hatter and the Cheshire Cat.
The Nightmare Before Christmas (76mins, 1993) PG. Sun 11am: Special re-release. A stunningly origi-
nal and visually delightful work of stop-motion animation. Kids & family fantasy/comedy.
Transformers One (104 mins, 2024) PG. Violence & scary scenes. Sun 1.30pm: The story of Optimus Prime
and Megatron, friends bonded like brothers. American science fiction action film based on the Transformers toy line.
Brimstone & Glory (67 mins, 2017) PG. Some scenes may disturb. Wed 1.30pm: Ecstatic ritual, danger
and the beauty of fireworks. A feast for the eyes documentary about a Mexican fireworks festival.
Six Inches of Soil (96mins, 2024) Exempt.Wed 4pm. Story of UK farmers standing up to the industrial
food system & transforming the way they produce food for the good of the planet.
Let The Dance Begin (99 mins, 2023) R13. Offensive language. Wed 7pm: The reunion of three friends,
and a trip down memory lane across the roads of Argentina.

Movies from Thursday 7 November
Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Tickets On Sale Now!
The Flaming Mudcats

In Concert
with

Sarah Spicer
Sunday 17 November

4pm
The Theatre Waihi

Tickets $30
Eventfinda

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Spring Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$111000
5-8pm5-888pppm

Sunday Lunch ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte available

GBD is running a weekly quiz

Every Tuesday from 6.30pm

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

The Stinking of the Titanic
“I’m flying Jack, I’m flying” exclaimed 
Babs Floan as Maggie playing Rose in a 
scene of The Sinking of the Titanic - the 
musical. 

Thames Music And Drama’s next pro-
duction is a play within a play.

This original comedy 
by Peter Marshall fol-
lows the antics of various 
members of the Hawking 
Music And Drama group 
(and an Uber driver in 
the wrong place at the 
wrong time) as they at-
tempt to stage a version 
of the movie Titanic. 

Act One involves the 
audition and rehearsal 
process. After half time 
the audience is treated to the “opening 
night” of their show, aptly nicknamed 
by the cast The Stinking of the Titanic 
due to the disastrous flop that it has be-
come.

The set is falling apart, cast members 
are dropping like flies and more than 
one secret is threatened to be exposed.

“It’s fast paced, witty and has quite a 
number of physical comedy moment,” 
said Peter, who also directs.  

After attending a directing workshop 
with Thames MAD at the beginning of 

last year, Peter had his first foray into 
writing and directing as part of Emer-
gence with a short drama piece, Freeing 
Ava.

This whetted his appetite for creating 
theatre.  

“Directing this play has 
it’s challenges due to the 
importance of timing in 
comedy, but I have an 
experienced cast who are 
doing an awesome job. 
Rehearsals are splattered 
with laughter,” he said.

“I love that cast and 
crew are still tickled by 
the action on stage, even 
when they’ve heard the 
lines over and over.”

The set and tech crew have had to re-
ally think outside the box to create the 
environment required to stage this play. 

There are special effects and trick 
props that have to be timed exactly in 
order to pull off a stunt. 

Audiences can expect a great night’s 
entertainment with hijinks and may-
hem galore. 
DETAILS: The play opens in the Tararu the-
atre on Friday, November 15 and runs for 
a week with limited seating. Tickets can be 
purchased online at Thamesmad.co.

The cast of Thames Music and Drama’s latest show.                         Photo: SUPPLIED

“I love that cast 
and crew are still 
tickled by the ac-

tion on stage, 
even when they’ve 

heard the lines 
over and over..”

- Peter Marshall
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Event, 4 As sound as a bell, 11 Alloy, 14 Crime, 15 Greengrocer, 16 Evacuate, 19 Humdrum,
20 Add to, 21 Shoreline, 24 Supporter, 26 Insist, 27 Guided, 31 Relay, 32 Overture, 34 Sweet tooth, 38
Mermaid, 39 Lustre, 40 Upturn, 41 Jamb, 42 Student, 45 Phonograph, 50 Eminent, 54 Echo, 55 Puppet, 56
Talent, 57 Wayward, 60 Trajectory, 61 Patching, 62 Colon, 65 Craved, 66 Toasts, 67 Teaspoons, 72 Police
car, 73 Leapt, 74 Curator, 79 Garrison, 80 Abracadabra, 81 Cause, 82 Swell, 83 Family likeness, 84 Chute.

DOWN: 2 Versus, 3 Nomad, 5 Sure, 6 Overdue, 7 Negate, 8 Atom, 9 Amethyst, 10 Lively, 11 Accentuate, 12
Loam, 13 Yielded, 17 Puppy, 18 Wristwatch, 22 Gravy, 23 Advocate, 25 Unarmed, 26 Iceberg, 28 Select,
29 Mutton, 30 Degree, 33 Rough, 35 Habit, 36 Kiln, 37 Tuna, 42 Spent, 43 Upheaval, 44 Trusty, 45 Paper
money, 46 Oath, 47 Octopus, 48 Relate, 49 Pinch, 51 Moat, 52 Newborn, 53 Narrow, 58 Ceremonial, 59
Angst, 63 Istanbul, 64 Vogue, 65 Changes, 68 Explain, 69 Rip-off, 70 Remark, 71 Corset, 75 Awash, 76
Urge, 77 Ball, 78 Errs.

ACROSS
1 Stop up (5)
4 Return to reality
(4,4,2,5)
14 Wilt (5)
15 Accessory (5)
16 Skin disease (10)
17 Ambition (5)
19 Novel (3)
20 Careful and
sensible (7)
21 Red snails (anag)
(9)
22 Moving upward (6)
25 Tourist (9)
27 In layers (6)
28 Caustic (6)
33 Adept (10)
35 Subside (3)
36 Russian city (6)
37 Dross (4)
39 Minic (3)
41 Gruesome (7)
42 Dine alfresco (6)
43 Honed (9)
44 Trainee (5)
45 Late (8)
50 Chamber pot (2)
51 Send-off (8)
55 Ballroom dance (5)
58 Thoroughbred (9)
59 Source (6)
60 Sultan’s wife (7)
61 Wind up (3)
63 Way out (4)
64 Part of an insect (6)
65 Allow (3)
66 Hot kind hog (anag)
(10)
68 Hypothesis (6)

69 University grounds
(6)
71 Wizards (9)
76 Cool (6)
77 Spoke haltingly (9)
79 Deliberate insult (7)
81 Road material (3)
84 Scent (5)
85 Impossible to
believe (10)
86 Poppy drug (5)
87 Basket for fish (5)
88 Maintain your
position in the face of
opposition; stand firm
(5,2,4,4)
89 Snake (5)
DOWN
2 Extravagance (6)
3 Healed (5)
5 Exposed (4)
6 As a group together
(2,5)
7 Set-up cost (6)
8 Took down (5)
9 Watch (7)
10 Assistant (4)
11 Minor details (6)
12 Immature (5)
13 Improving trend (7)
14 Shortfall (7)
18 Likely (2,3,5)
23 Burnt remains (5)
24 Continue
steadfastly (7)
26 Pump up (7)
27 Smoked plant (7)
29 Madden (7)
30 Lubricate (6)
31 Denim trousers (5)

32 Instrumental
composition (6)
34 Lookalike (4)
36 Fixes (5)
38 Soldier’s decoration
(5)
40 Church recess (4)
45 Mournful song (5)
46 Addictive drug (7)
47 Throb (4)
48 Bawdy, ribald (6)
49 Alphabetic
reference (5)
50 Clipped dogs (7)
52 Preliminary sketch
(5,5)
53 Voyeur (7)
54 European capital
(6)
55 Riot-quelling vapour
(4,3)
56 Simple song (5)
57 Connection (4)
62 Around (5)
67 Advent (7)
68 Planned strategies
(7)
70 Loyalist, flag-waver
(7)
72 Gap (7)
73 Verging on (6)
74 Strike out (6)
75 Put up with (6)
76 Heartless (5)
78 Aggressively
masculine (5)
80 Speedy (5)
82 Bathroom powder
(4)
83 Blueprint (4)
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mahi@korowai.co.nz
0508 835 676 - option 4

korowai.co.nz

Enquiries can be made via email or phone:

We will work with you kanohi ki te kanohi (in person) to
map a pathway towards financial independence
and tino rangatiratanga (self-determination).

We are a kaupapa Māori navigation service that supports whānau
to becomework ready through training and skills development,

available to all aged 18+ living in the Hauraki rohe.

“Boost your mahi skills and knowledge”
N A V I G A T I O N S E R V I C E

Te Mana Whai Pūkenga
Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







HEALTH & WELLBEING

Book your advertisement in our monthly Health & Wellbeing page for six 
issues and receive a free 1/4-page editorial space to showcase your business

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@ valleyprofile.co.nz

BOOK YOUR 
PLACE TODAY!

Terms & Conditions apply

SPECIAL

OFFER!

Therapy dog does the rounds
Fluffy, super snuggly and loves peo-

ple - according to registered nurse 
Lynne Kemp, these are just some of 
the qualities needed for being a suc-
cessful therapy dog. 

Lynne is talking about Amethyst, 
her 17-month-old Border Collie, who 
visits Waikato Hospital’s Emergency 
Department (ED) once a week.

Amethyst and Lynne are registered 
with Canine Friends Pet Therapy, a 
New Zealand-wide network of own-
ers who bring their dogs to visit peo-
ple in hospitals and residential care 
facilities.

“I love doing things with my dogs, 
and I loved the idea of being able to 
bring my dog to work,” Lynne said.

“When I heard the ED was consid-
ering a canine therapy programme, I 
jumped at the chance to be involved.”

At Waikato Hospital, therapy dogs 
already visit the Critical Care Unit, 
Paediatric wards and others, but 

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing ADVERTISING FEATURE

Growing up, 
my dad 

would spend 
hours in his 
shed. As a fitter-
turner by trade, 
he was obsessed 

with bikes, pouring countless 
hours into fixing our bikes, the 
neighbours’ bikes, and even 
building some wild creations like 
double-decker bikes and his infa-
mous “bronco bikes” with wonky 
wheels.

Us boys loved hanging out in the 
shed - it was a chance to be close 
to Dad and maybe learn some-
thing too. I remember one time I 
wanted to learn how to tighten my 
bike wheel hub.

Dad showed me how, then went 
back to his project. At that age, if I 
struggled, I’d just keep trying the 
same way until I was in tears from 
frustration.

Dad turned to me and said, 
“Mike, don’t worry about it. You’re 
just not mechanically minded”.

To him, it was a throwaway 
comment, not meant to define my 
life. But for me, that statement be-
came a voice in my head. When-
ever things got tough or I couldn’t 
find a solution, I’d hear, “Mike, 
you’re not mechanically minded”.

We all carry voices that weren’t 
there when we started life. They 
try to keep us safe from failure, 

but often they lock us into a mind-
set that limits us. It wasn’t until I 
moved out and had others by my 
side that I picked up some DIY 
skills and discovered that voice 
was just plain wrong. 

Looking back through my adult 
lens, I realized I’m great at fixing 
things and share a similar me-
chanical mind as my dad.

This brings to mind the DNA-
V model, which emphasizes the 
importance of identifying what is 
life-giving for us and leaning into 
those aspects. While our “advisor” 
within this model can sometimes 
be critical, it encourages us to ex-
plore our limiting beliefs and rec-
ognize that they don’t define our 
potential. It’s about cultivating a 
life rooted in our values and fully 
embracing the skills and strengths 
we possess.

So, what lies are holding you 
back? Maybe it’s time to share 
them with someone you trust and 
find the freedom that comes with 
letting those thoughts go. 

Let’s step into our stretch zones, 
challenge those narratives, and 
rewrite our stories together.

Lies that define us
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

WHAT IS DIABETES?
Diabetes is a condition where the lev-
el of glucose (a type of sugar) in your 
blood is too high.

If not controlled, high blood glu-
cose levels eventually lead to dam-
age in many parts of your body. The 
amount of glucose in your blood is 
controlled by several different hor-
mones, but the main one is insulin. 
When you have diabetes, your body 
is either unable to produce insulin or 
can’t respond properly to the insulin 
that it does produce. 

Type 1 Diabetes is a condition that 
causes the level of glucose in your 
blood to become too high. Type 1 

diabetes is mainly diagnosed in child-
hood and is not caused by being over-
weight or eating sweet foods, and is 
different to Type 2 diabetes. You need 
daily injections of insulin to keep your 
blood glucose levels under control.

With the advancement over the 
years in how the insulin can be ad-
ministered, the insulin pumps are set 
to your individual requirements to 
dispense the correct amount of in-
sulin and have replaced the need to 
have injections. 

Type 2 Diabetes is common, but 
many people don’t even know they 
have it. Most (80 per cent) of type 2 
diabetes can be prevented by keep-
ing to a healthy body weight, eating 
healthy foods and keeping physically 
active. It is important to see your GP 
healthcare provider every six months 
or more for regular check ups, includ-
ing blood tests that are specific to pre-
ventative screening for diabetes.

At Health Ngatea, we offer appoint-
ments in our Diabetes Clinic, for the 
purpose of reviews, monitoring and 
education. Please contact the prac-
tice to book your appointment.

- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

Emergency Medicine Consultant Dr 
Lillian Pan could see the positive im-
pact they would have in the ED.

“The benefits of pet therapy are 
well established,” says Lillian. “But 
there are only a handful of studies 
done in emergency departments.

“A 2022 Canadian study demon-
strated a significant reduction in 
pain, anxiety and depression after a 

10-minute therapy dog visit, and an 
American study from 2019 noted that 
patients who interacted with therapy 
dogs needed less opioid pain medica-
tion during their ED stay.”

A survey of 126 staff, patients and 
whānau at Waikato ED showed the 
response was overwhelmingly posi-
tive, with 93 per cent in favour.

“The comments ranged from ‘peo-
ple would love this, especially the 
kids’ and ‘when people see dogs in an 
unusual setting, it makes them focus 
less on their pain or trauma’, to ‘just 
pure unconditional love – what’s not 
to love?’” Lillian said.

“It’s often a scary experience com-
ing into the ED, with lots of people 
and plenty of activity going on,” adds 
Lynne. 

“Interacting with a dog is a great 
distraction, and it seems to have 
a calming effect on patients and 
whānau.”

Waikato ED staff enjoy a visit from 
Amethyst.       Photo: SUPPLIED
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Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

SPRING SPECIAL
Pine $90/cube - Gum $135/cube

FREE DELIVERY 3 CUBE OR MORE
Ends December 20

Ph: 0800 7754 6827 / 022 427 1618
splintasfirewood

firewood

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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House and Property Recovery are the go-to 
experts for clearing out properties across 

the Thames, Coromandel and Hauraki re-
gions. Whether it’s residential, commercial or 
business - the team has it covered.

Owner-operators Alison and Aaron Turoa 
started the business earlier this year and said 
they wanted to emphasise “we’re not a clean-
ing company - we’re a clearing company”.

While the team specializes in clearing - they 
pride themselves on being completely confi-
dential, respectful and compassionate when 
working with clients and their property, they 
said. If commercial businesses are upgrad-
ing things like carpet, air conditioning units or 
whiteware appliances - Alison said the team 
can go in and remove all the rubbish.

The House and Property Recovery team 
had been contacted to work on a rental prop-
erty where a tenant left the property “with 

stuff everywhere”.
“We’d come in and we would just clear out 

all the rubbish inside and outside, so that the 
real estate can come and get cleaners in to 
clean the property.”

There are also state sales and farms that 
need to clear out a whole lot of equipment, 
whether it’s internal or external - “we do both”, 
they said. “A lot of those things are just too 
hard to think about. People don’t know where 
to start,” Alison said. “Because it’s such a 
unique thing that we do, it’s not a 9 to 5, and 
it’s not a Monday to Friday.”

Alison said it really comes down to what 
the client needs, whether it’s a five-day job, 
three-day job or if they’re required to be at a 
property at 6 o’clock in the morning.
DETAILS: To book for a consultation, call 
House and Property Recovery on 0800 770 
999 or E-mail alison@hprecovery.co.nz

Property clearing made easy
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Church Notice

Death Notice

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

 CLASSIFIEDS 

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 022 
129 0169

Last month’s winner of  the lotto 
ticket was Holly Hill, who found Pete 

in the October 9th edition in the 
That Painter advert. 

Go to page 2 for details on 
how to enter.

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to 

everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who does not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , 
Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council 
offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information 
Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/
Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi 
Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 
Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper 
Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

Gardening

Monument
Services

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Wanted To Buy

For Sale

Storage

Storage

To Rent

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

STORE 4 U Waihi. 
Clean, dry, alarmed. 
Call Lyn 0275 759 173.

Handyman 

Pets
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waste removal

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Home Maintenance

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

Email: admin@hprecoveryyry.co.nz

property clearing

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Professional tiling 
services. Ph Rob 022 
408 4136

Tiler

Public Notices

Painter

Public Notices

plumber

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

HEADSTONE 
DETAILING 
SERVICES

Cleaning and re-inscription.
Thames, Paeroa, Waihi, 

Morrinsville and Te Aroha.
Areas not listed 
please enquire.

Ph 027 315 8559

Kauri gum. Good qual-
ity. Any amount. Cash 
buyer. Ph: 027 238 
8009 or 09 409 4839

Waihi Home Maintenance 
Services

Lawn mowing, tree pruning, 
chainsawing, water blasting

Building maintenance. 
General handyman jobs

Text or call Mark  021502460
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- Deadline 12noon Monday

AGM
THE MANGATARATA

COMMUNITY 
RECREATIONAL 

RECERVE 
INCORPORATED

Monday 
11th November 2024

7.30pm 
AT 

MANGATARATA 
COMMUNITY HALL / 

BOWLING CLUB
ODETTE HARRIS

SECRETARY 
PH 027 495 4946

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans

SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

AGM
Haurakian 

Charitable Trust Inc.
Thursday 

21 November 2024
5.30pm

At Centennial Centre, 
Ngatea

Shotput/cannonball.  
Ph Roger 0272724600

Weightlifting set for 
sale. Has about 200 
pound in weights
$450. Ph: Ted 021 167 
6777

Thames and Districts RSA (2014) INC
AGM

THE AGM OF THE ABOVE ORGANISATION 
HAS BEEN

POSTPONED TO THE 12TH DECEMBER
Due to unforseen circumstances, the AGM 

which was to be held on the 10th November 
2024 has now been postponed to Thursday 

12TH December at 17.30 at:
AVIATOR EXPERIENCE

705 POLLEN STREET, THAMES
This will be followed by a Xmas Dinner, A La 
Carte Menu. Reservations for the dinner are 
necessary and can be made by putting your 
names on the list at the RSA or by writing to 

sec.thames.rsa@gmail.com
WE APOLOGISE FOR ANY INCONVENIENCE 

THIS MAY CAUSE, BUT MATTERS WERE 
BEYOND OUR CONTROL.

G D SINTON - SECRETARY 

Te Puru, 3 bdrm house, 
garage, sea views. Ph 
021 083 92047

PULFORD, 
Douglas Basil (Doug):
Passed away at 
Waikato Hospital, on 
3rd November, 2024.  
Dearly loved husband 
of Jo, and loved Dad 
of Alyce and Ben 
Schnackenberg, Aaron 
and Emma Pulford, 
and Sophie and Logan 
Sanders.  Proud 
Pappy of Isabelle and 
Harriet, and many fur 
grandchildren.

‘Doug will be 
deeply missed.’

A celebration of Doug’s 
life will be held in the 
Grahamstown Chapel, 
102 Kirkwood Street, 
Thames, on Thursday 
7th November, at 11am, 
followed by private 
cremation.

Early closure of 
Thames RTS 

Monday 11 Nov

Thames Refuse and 
Recycling Transfer 
Station will close at 

2pm on Monday 
11 November, instead 
of the usual 5.30pm, 

so that necessary 
repairs can 
take place. 

Apologies for any 
inconvenience. NOTICE OF 

MEETING
Sir Keith Park 

Memorial Airfield Inc.
Annual General 

Meeting
4:30pm Sunday 
17th November

at the 
Hauraki Aero Club

Thames Airfield
395 Ngati Maru 

Highway
All welcome.
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3 months
of arty things
1 peninsula
1 artbeat

the coromandel

spring
festival

The coromandel artbbbeat spring
festival is a lineup offf creative, local
art events all over thhhe Peninsula and
runs for 3 months eaaach year from
September to Decembbber

coromandelartbeat.nz
facebook.com/CoromandelartbeatFestival
instagram.com/coromandel_artbeat_festival

The speed limits on three 
Hauraki roads were re-

duced from 100km to 80km 
per hour from November 1, 
following approval from NZTA 
Waka Kotahi.

Waihī Beach Rd, Kennedy 
Rd and Dickey’s Flat Rd, in 
the Waihī Ward, reduce from 
100km to 80km and the 50km 
zone on Pipiroa Rd on the sec-
tion leading out from Ngātea 
township has been extended to 
the 70km sign.

A section of road between 
Kaiaua and Whakatiwai that 
went from 50km, to 70km then 
back to 50km was reduced to 
50km across the whole stretch 
a few months ago.

Motorists are advised to pay 
careful attention to speed limit 
signs once in place.

The changes to the speed lim-
its are part of the recommen-
dations in the Hauraki District 
Council’s Speed Management 
Plan, which was approved last 
year after consultation with the 
public.

With recent changes to NZTA 
Waka Kotahi criteria, council 

had to wait for approval from 
the transport agency to confirm 
which recommended speed 
limit changes met the new 
standards.

“We didn’t get everything we 
wanted but we are pleased to 
see these high volume roads 
with tourism traffic reduced 
to 80km,” Mayor Toby Adams 
said.

“It builds in a bit more safety 
for everyone.”

Council now planned to tack-
le  the variable reduced speeds 
around schools during the busy 
drop off and pick up times, he 
said.

“NZTA has signalled that 
all reduced speed limits for 
schools must be in place by 
July, 2026,” he said.

For urban schools (Category 
One) that means a reduction 
to 30km between 8:20am and 
9am, and 2:40pm and 3.30pm. 

Reduced speed limits for 
schools that are in other loca-
tions (Category 2) will have re-
duced speed limits of between 
40km and 60km depending on 
their location.

Speed limits 
reduced on 
Hauraki roads

Creative Coromandel’s spring fes-
tival, artbeat, is a curation of all 

the must-see artists, experiences and 
events in the rohe. 

Running until mid-December, art-
beat gives locals and visitors alike the 
chance to build an itinerary of art ex-
periences on the Coromandel, before 
the summer hordes arrive. 

The peninsula is pulsing with artis-
tic endeavours this spring and with 
the sun shining and the roads open 
there’s never been a better time to 
engage with Coromandel artists. 

To create your own artistic itiner-
ary, go to the artbeat website and 
choose dates that will suit.

For example, if you’d like to attend 
Thames’ famous Steampunk Festival, 
you could put together an itinerary 
for the weekend November 8–11. 

Arriving on Friday, you can at-
tend life drawing classes followed 
by live music at the Kauaeranga Val-
ley Hall with Bob McNeill and Emily 
Roughton. Spend Saturday marvelling 

at the costumes on display at Steam-
punk Parade and fashion show but 
get in a disco nap before the ball that 
night. 

Take it a bit more gently on Sunday 
and round out the weekend by relax-
ing to either the music of the harp, or 
the choral stylings of the very talented 
Mercury Bay Community Choir. If you 
have any spare moments during the 
weekend, the Creative Coromandel 
website can help you fill them with 
information about galleries and crea-
tive venues all over the Coromandel 
at the end of a mouse click. 

The artbeat festival is also putting 
out a call to all the artists in the re-
gion. The festival has been designed 
by Creative Coromandel to connect 
communities through art and to cre-
ate an arts ‘gig guide’. It is free to be 
part of the festival, and inclusion in 
the program helps artists to amplify 
their upcoming events to a receptive 
audience. 

All creatives are invited to partici-

pate so if you have an upcoming art 
show, dance exhibition or music gig, 
contact Creative Coromandel to be 
added to the calendar. Sign up today 
– you’ll find all the info you need on 
the newly revamped Creative Coro-
mandel website. 

This glow-up of Creative Coroman-
del’s website makes it a must-use 
resource for anyone interested in 
the arts. For art lovers, the website 
will guide you to the events, people, 
places and news from around the 
peninsula. For artists, there is a whole 
section of the website devoted to 
resources with guidance on funding, 
prizes and connection to other crea-
tives, as well as information about 
workshops, arts advocacy and advice 
on selling art online. 

Visit Creative Coromandel and start 
planning your artbeat experience to-
day.
DETAILS: Visit creativecoromandel.
co.nz for more information.

- Supplied by Creative Coromandel

Build an itinerary of art experiences

The Thames 
Steampunk parade.

File Photo: SUPPLIED 
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Professional , Honest and Reliable Home Kill
Processing Available

call now to make a booking
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

6 weeks
until

Christmas
• Cushions • Jewellery • Wall Art

• Handbags & Accessories
• MM Linen 100% cotton bedspreads

• Loyalty Cards • Gold Card Discounts

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

New solar unit for community hall
The Whiritoa Library and Commu-

nity Centre, including the NZ Fire 
and Emergency Brigade building, is 
now set for a bright future thanks to 
the installation of a solar unit on the 
roof.

The new system will provide a back-
up energy supply in case of severe 
emergency events and power cuts. 

The solar panel installation was of-
ficially opened by Hauraki District 
Council Mayor Toby Adams on October 
23. 

 “We heard from the Whiritoa com-
munity that they wanted to be self-
sufficient in the event of an emergency 
- being able to care for themselves and 
not feel cut off from the world,” he said.

“That was all we needed to know to 
seek funding for alternative energy 
supplies to provide resilience and con-
nectivity for the community during an 
emergency.

“Whiritoa now has solar energy, a 
back-up generator and our free An-
tenno app in their toolkit for future 
emergencies - this level of contactabil-
ity is very reassuring for us and the 
community,” he said. 

Funding for the solar panels came 
from the Ministry for Business, Inno-
vation and Employment’s  Community 
Renewable Energy Fund. 

Following the severe weather events 
of 2023, including Cyclone Gabrielle, 
the government allocated $6.5 million 
through the fund for the installation of 
solar PV (photovoltaic) panels and bat-
tery systems on key community build-
ings in impacted regions. 

Buildings such as marae, churches, 
schools, and community halls which 

are equipped like this, can generate 
renewable energy during emergency 
events, increasing community resil-
ience, the council said. 

The systems provide renewable en-
ergy for the community buildings to 
shelter and support their community in 
emergency events, electricity grid out-
ages and for day-to-day use. 

Once the solar panels are fully com-
missioned, any excess power will be 
sold back to the power supplier with 
monies received used to offset any on-
going maintenance costs. 

An aerial view of the newly installed solar panels. BELOW: Council staff and community 
members attend the official opening at the Whiritoa community building.             Photos: SUPPLIED
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bayleys.co.nz

Puriri 17StationRoad

931sqm 3 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu5Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2.15-2.45pmSun 10Nov
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Modern lockwood in theheartofPuriri
Located inPuriri, this2016-built, threebedroomLockwoodhomeon931 sqm(moreor less)blendsclassiccharmwith
modernconvenience, ideal for families seekingcomfortand lifestyle.Spacious, light-filled livinganddiningareasopen
seamlessly toanexpansivedeck,perfect forentertaining.Thewell-equippedkitchenoffers scenicviews,while the
bathroomfeaturesstylish finishes.Withampleoff-streetparking, thepropertyhas roomfor futureadditions.Council
water is supplementedbya5,000LtankwithPuretec filtration. Just350mfromPuririPrimary, andwithThames
amenities 15minutesaway, thishomeoffersasuperb lifestyle.Soldunder thehammer—don’tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2316214

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

NEWLISTING

Turua 32-34WaihouStreet

2,418sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu5Dec2024
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Oneor two, itsuptoyou
• Twotitles
• Residential home&commercial zoned land
• 2,418sqm(moreor less) landarea

32-34WaihouStreet,Turuapresentsa four-bedroom, two-bathroomfamilyhomeandswimmingpoolcoupledwitha
vacantcommercial section.The2,418sqm(moreor less)of landcombined is spreadacross twotitles. Ideal forawork
fromhomescenarioorpurchasedseparately tosuit requirements.Motivatedvendorsare relocating theirbusiness
andrequireaction tomove forward.Contactus today todiscussyour future requirements.

bayleys.co.nz/2316235
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa

ENQUIRE TODAY!

steampunkthethames.co.nzs nkt pt

Steampunk The ThamesSteampunk The Thames
Goes Down

The Rabbit Hole.......

Goes Down

The Rabbit Hole...

Gribbling Day PPaarrraaddeGribbling Day Parade

Saturday November 9th
11am Pollen Street Thames

(Steampunk Parade)


