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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Abuse in care advocate breaks barriers, P3
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TheDiproseMiller Community Fund assists with funding for projects and events
carried out by not-for-profit organisations and individuals in our local area.

Apply today.
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A new volunteering platform 
is in the works for some of 

Thames’ heritage organisations, 
and the groups involved say it 
will improve communication, 
collaboration and sharing of re-
sources in the sector. 

The project will allow volun-
teers to find roles of all kinds at 
one of the participating organi-
sations, from public-facing roles 
like taking tickets and manning 
museum displays, to behind-the-
scenes jobs like administration 
and marketing. 

Organisations on board so 
far include Te Whare Pātaka | 
The Treasury Heritage Research 
Centre and Archive; Heritage 
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga’s 
Thames School of Mines; the 
Thames Information Centre; 
the Bella Street Pumphouse; the 
Hauraki Prospectors Association, 
also known as the Thames Gold-
mine Experience; the Historic 
Kōpū Bridge Society; the Thames 
Small Gauge Railway Society; 
and St George’s Anglican Church. 

The platform is still in the con-
cept phase, but The Treasury 
trustee Jan Wright and School 
of Mines property manager Kay 
Kendall said they were aiming to 
be operational by the end of 2025.  
“Our goal is by next summer sea-
son, this is embedded, up and 
running, operational,” Kay said. 
“Anybody who wants to volun-
teer for those organisations can 
do so right away, [but] the good 

thing in the future is there’ll be a 
new set of support tools available 
to these volunteers.”

The pair said the platform 
would streamline volunteering 
in Thames, by allowing sharing 
of resources by organisations, as 
well as helping would-be volun-
teers to find opportunities they 
might not otherwise have discov-
ered. 

“[Volunteers] would obviously 
be trained in each of those fa-
cilities or any of those facilities 
that are of interest to them and 
the platform allows them to self-
manage,” Jan said. 

“We’re looking at growing that 
communication, growing the col-
laborations eventually between 
the sites and making it really easy 
for people to volunteer and be re-
ally stimulated by a variety of dif-
ferent opportunities in heritage.”

Jan and Kay also hoped the 
platform would make it easier to 
retain vital information and de-
velop better succession planning 
for the organisations. 

“Thames has got a beautiful, 
not just heritage, but a beauti-
ful bunch of volunteers that run 
most of the entities here. Howev-
er, we’ve got very limited succes-
sion planning. And an 80-year-
old being replaced by a 70-year-
old isn’t really particularly great 
succession,” Jan said. 

“So the opportunity from this 
partnership … is for heritage and 
all heritage-related things to ben-
efit from us working closely to-
gether.” 

Volunteers uniteVolunteers unite

Volunteers plan to band together for 
Thames’ heritage organisations. 

 Photo: TERESA RAMSEY

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Thames Tides
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

For total protection in any weather, year after year,  
turn to Wattyl Solagard. Wattyl Solagard has been 

providing exterior paint protection for decades,  
ensuring New Zealand homes look better for longer.

SEE MORE AT  
www.readbros.co.nz 

308 Pollen St, Thames  
07 868 6608

“See us for a range of  
exterior and interior  
paints, brushes and  

painting accessories”.
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25 YEAR WARRANTY 
AGAINST FLAKING,  
PEELING OR  
BLISTERING*

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Valley Educa-
tion ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Book this space:  
only

$50 + GST

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Contact Nikki today!
022 130 3885 | nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

After the success of its very first book 
fair in 2024, Paeroa Lions Club has 

lined up a “bigger and better” event for 
this Auckland Anniversary Weekend.

President Wei Zhang said last year’s 
inaugural fair raised just shy of $6000, 
but the Lions topped it up and donated 
the funds to the Lions Cancer Lodge in 
Hamilton.

This year, the club’s board has decided 
to again support the lodge, and also do-
nate proceeds to community projects.

Wei said she didn’t anticipate the pop-
ularity of the fair last year, which saw “a 
long queue from the hall entrance to the 
main road” before the doors were set to 
open. 

“This year we will have more books 
thanks to a significant donation from 
Tauranga Harbor City Lions Club. Both 
the main and small halls of the Paeroa 
War Memorial Hall will have books for 
sale, [whereas] last year, we only had 
the main hall for the books. 

“By doing so, more books can be bet-
ter displayed, making it easier for the 
public to browse. So, yes, I think this 
year’s book fair is going to be ‘bigger and 
better’.”
DETAILS Drop off books for donation at 
Caltex Paeroa and the Paeroa Info Hub on 
Wharf St. Open January 25 
from 9am-4pm and January 
26 from 9am-3pm. 

In Brief
BLACKJACK FIRE
A vegetation fire that started at Blackjack Rd 
near Kūaotunu on January 11 is being moni-
tored for hot spots after emergency services 
battled to contain it for several days. The blaze 
was reported to emergency services around 
3.50pm, and the road closed shortly thereaf-
ter. Multiple crews and helicopters were de-
ployed to extinguish the blaze. 

Fire and Emergency Incident Controller 
Shane Bromley announced the fire was con-
tained on the evening of January 12, and said 
crews would turn their attention to mopping 
up hotspots on the steep terrain. He warned 
higher temperatures and rising winds would 
make their work more challenging over the 
next few days, and there is still some risk to 
the public.

Fire and Emergency NZ said it would likely 
take several days to fully extinguish the fire. 
The organisation will be using drones over-
night to identify further hotspots through 
thermal imaging. At the time of printing, 
Blackjack Rd was still closed except for resi-
dents and essential business. A nearby walking 
track will remain closed until the fire is com-
pletely extinguished.
CLIFF DEATH
A person has died following a rescue from a 
cliff at Hahei Beach on January 11. Emergency 
services were called to the scene around 
8.15pm, where a person was located at the 
bottom of the cliff in a critical condition. They 
later died at the scene. A second uninjured 
person was rescued from the cliff face by a Fire 
and Emergency NZ lines rescue team. 
NAMES RELEASED
Police have named the victims of two fatal 

Paeroa Lions’ Book 
Fair ‘bigger, better’
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

crashes over the Christmas holiday period. A 
two-vehicle accident in Ōrongo on the corner of 
SH25 and Hauraki Rd claimed the life of 58-year-
old United States tourist Marcia Diana Shattuck 
on December 19. The second crash, on SH25 
in Te Puru on December 27, claimed the life 
of 33-year-old Jason David Taana of Waiomu. 
Police are still investigating the circumstances of 
the incidents.
CORRECTION
A story published on January 7 incorrectly 
named Keith Trembath as a recipient of the 
King’s Service Medal in the 2025 New Year’s 
Honours list, for his services to the community, 
agriculture and education. The correct accolade 
is a Member of the New Zealand Order of Mer-
it. The Valley Profile apologises for the error. 

A fire broke out on the Blackjack Rd on 
January 11.            Photo: SUPPLIED/FENZ
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P 07 862 8609 or 0800 734 834 (free within District) info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Public Arts Funding
TheHauraki District Council PublicArts Fund is open now and
applications close 4pmMonday 17March 2025.

The Hauraki DistrictCouncil recognises the role art plays inmaking our
public places energising, interesting and inviting.We have developed
aCouncil PublicArts Policy and assigned annual funding to contribute
towards this.

There is one funding round per year, where up to $30,000 ismade
available via the PublicArts Fund for applicants proposing to create and
display PublicArts (either in a Public Place, or on private land in the Public
Realm). Projectsmustmeet the criteria of the PublicArts Policy.

Learnmore and download the application guide and form from our
website https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/community/grants-funding or
pick up a form in our service centres.

di

APPLY
NOW!

FURNITURE & BEEEDDDSSS RRR UUUSSS
205 ������ ��, ������ PH 07 868 6128

LIMITED TIME ONLY*T&Cs apply.

Summer
Savings Event

off all La-Z-Boy
50%UP TO

*

Abuse in care advocate breaks barriers
Thames-based Māori advo-

cate and researcher Paora 
Moyle has been named a recipi-
ent of The King’s Service Order 
on the New Year’s Honours List 
for 2025.

Paora was nationally recog-
nised for services to survivors 
of abuse in care. It has been 
28 years in the 
making.

“It was 1997 
when I first 
started to lob-
by the State to 
provide better 
care for tama-
riki, who are 
taken from their 
whānau and put 
with faith or 
State-based or-
ganisations,” she said.

After being notified about the 
tohu for tireless advocacy for 
survivors of abuse in care, she 
paused to reflect on the long and 
often painful road that led to 
this moment.

Her journey began not with 
public recognition but with a 
deeply personal mission: re-
searching and writing up a re-
port that would forever change 
her life. “It was a whakapapa 
study to help locate my whānau 
and myself.”

The task was as monumental 
as it was essential, Paora said.

She and her siblings had been 
separated when they were very 
young, taken into State care and 
cut off from their ancestral ties.

“Of course, we didn’t know 
what whakapapa was or any-

thing,” she recalled. 
“But we told stories to one an-

other, stories of the feeling of be-
longing to something greater.”

Those stories sustained them, 
planting the seed for her later 
work. The whakapapa study 
wasn’t just about tracing line-
age; it was about reclaiming 

identity, restor-
ing connections, 
and finding a 
place within the 
larger story of 
her people.

“ L e a r n i n g 
about my tipuna 
- who they were, 
where they came 
from, and how 
they lived - is a 
profoundly pow-

erful experience. Understanding 
their stories, their love, and the 
care they showed for one anoth-
er has given me a deeper sense 
of what whānau truly means.”

Over the years, Paora’s work 
has evolved. What started as a 
personal journey became a mis-
sion to support others who had 
suffered in care, helping them 
find their voices, their histories, 
and their strength.

“When I first started this 
work, I didn’t fully know what I 
was doing - I was just young and 
driven by the passion of know-
ing that what happened to me 
and my younger siblings was 
wrong. With no parents to stand 
up for me, I decided to stand up 
for myself,” she said. 

“In our case, the State failed as 
a parent, yet unlike families who 

everything they know and love. 
Removing a child from their 
whakapapa and whenua severs 
their wairua, their connection 
to the land and their spiritual 
guardianship. The harm isn’t 
just mental; it’s deeply intrin-
sic.”

For her this is more than an 
achievement - it’s a PhD in re-
silience and advocacy.

“I’m not a person that likes 
to be out front unless I‘ve got 
something important to say on 
behalf of our whānau. Focusing 
on their well-being by elevating 
their voice in the community 
has always come first.”

In addition to research, over 
the years Paora has lectured 
and designed social work pro-
grammes to educate social 
workers working with whānau.

Her son’s pride reflects the 
profound impact of breaking 
barriers and being recognised 
for an extraordinary contribu-
tion in the lives of thousands 
impacted by abuse in State care.

“When I told my son about 
the award, he couldn’t believe 
it,” Paora said. 

“He said, you’re kidding me, 
Mum. Is this really real? As far 
as I know, no one in our whānau 
has ever received anything like 
this. We’re common folk; we do 
common work. We’re labour 
class. We just don’t get recog-
nised like that.

“He’s absolutely thrilled - over 
the moon, really. He thinks his 
Mum’s a queen and said he 
wants to walk me down the aisle 
when I receive it.”

are held accountable when they 
fail, the State excuses itself. The 
Royal Commission’s final report 
has shown that thousands were 
harmed, not just by isolated 
mistakes but by systemic fail-
ures.

“Millions have been quietly 
paid out to silence victims, but 

we refuse to let this be swept 
under the rug. Our fight contin-
ues to ensure this never happens 
again.”

It was her life’s work, Paora 
said. 

“I’ve poured my heart into pro-
tecting tamariki from the harm 
caused by being uprooted from 

“When I first started 
this work... I was just 

young and driven by the 
passion of knowing that 
what happened to me 

and my younger siblings 
was wrong.”

- Paora Moyle 

Paora Moyle has 
been recognised 
for services to 
survivors of abuse 
in care.  
Photo: SUPPLIED
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Located in Te Puru, Thames Coast

peterandson.co.nz
tony@peterandson.co.nz

022-065-7638

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

In-store this Summer. A nice
contemporary urban cowboy look from
Thomas Cook Australia. Featured here
is their Duke S/S shirt in pure cotton
$121.95. A great range of clothing and

accessories at great prices.

Prize-winning rifleman found dead in bed
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

When John ‘Jack’ Thompson 
was found dead in bed in 

his whare at Pipiroa in October 
1910 the matter seemed slightly 
sinister. The locality was isolated 
and other men were reported to 
have been with Jack the previous 
evening, details which prompted 
Constable Beddick of Waihī to 
proceed at once to Pipiroa accom-
panied by a doctor.

Jack was 65, part Māori, and 
related to the MacWilliams’, 
an old family of the Piako, an 
area of swamp soon to be trans-
formed into the Hauraki Plains. 
He had once been a member of 
the Thames Naval Brigade and a 
crack rifle shot. In the 1870s he 
won first prize at the Auckland Ri-
fle Association’s trials – his firing 
being described as intensely excit-
ing and much above average. 

At Nelson in 1873 Jack, along 
with two others, were large prize 
winners and their triumphant re-
turn home to Thames was made 
the occasion of a public holiday.
The brass and fife and drum bands 
of the Naval Brigade had marched 
out to Tararū escorted by a mass 

Peat strippers in the Piako swamp, 1910.                           Photo: SUPPLIED

of people to await the arrival of the 
Golden Crown steamer where the 
champion shots were met by an 
immense crowd at the wharf. Cap-
tain Fraser, amid loud and pro-
longed cheering, welcomed them 
with praise for the honour they 
had conferred on the Province, 
and particularly Thames.

Jack made the news again in 
1884 when his bride, Te Tuhi, a 
daughter of Parata Karena, was 
forcibly abducted. They had mar-
ried according to Māori custom 

but the paternal grandfather of 
the girl, Pene te Hikaite, who had 
since died, objected to the mar-
riage. When Te Tuhi was at Ho-
munga, near Waihī Beach, a taua 
(war party) seized the girl, tied her 
on a horse, and carried her off.

The taua got clear away and 
made it back to the Piako. The 
nearest guardian of the bride, Tu-
peka te Whakamau, went in pur-
suit with another party a few days 
later but the old man was thrown 
from his horse while crossing a 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris 
Parminter
1. What was the title of J. K. 
Rowling’s debut novel about a 
boy wizard?
2. How many times was Elizabeth 
Taylor married? a) once, b) seven 
times, or c) eight times?
3. Which South Island town 
beginning with A is well known 
for its French influence?
4. Which Auckland suburb is 
further north? Dairy Flat or Flat 
Bush?
5. Maramataka is the practice of 
planting, harvesting, fishing, and 
hunting, based mostly on the 
phases of which celestial body?
6. The New Zealand shilling, a 
coin issued between 1933 and 
1965, was worth how many 
pence?
7. Which band released the 
single God Save the Queen in 
1977?
8. Which South Korean TV series 
had a second season released on 
Netflix on December 26?
9. Does an elephant’s heart beat 
faster or slower than an average 
human’s?
10. What name is commonly 
given to the item pictured 
below?

ANSWERS: 1. Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone (in the USA it was 
published under the title Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s Stone); 2. c) eight times, to 
seven different men; 3. Akaroa; 4. Dairy 
Flat; 5. the moon; 6. 12; 7. The Sex Pistols; 
8. Squid Game; 9. slower - around 30 
beats per minute; 10. cornucopia.

creek near Corbett’s Hotel, Waihī, 
and was unable to proceed.

Decades later Jack’s days of 
fame and infamy were behind him 
and he was employed as a ganger 
on the Piako drainage works, an 
undertaking which would eventu-
ally reclaim 90,000 acres. 

To some this appeared a wicked 
waste of public money and anoth-
er addition to public debt. To oth-
ers it was a shadowy scheme, the 
outcome of which was doubtful.
To many though this reclamation 
of waste land, the winning of fer-
tile areas from the wilderness, was 
thought magnificent work. There 
was optimism that the land would 
produce enormous wealth, so 
long as it was farmed intelligently.

The work was difficult and 
sometimes dangerous as men 
toiled through summer heat and 
winter cold on raw, new swamp 
country. They opened the way 
by stripping off the full width 
and depth of peat, and Priest-
man dredges followed, scooping 
out the soil, while steel shoots 
conveyed the dredged material 
to each side of the canal, where 
it was shaped into flood banks. It 
was life sapping work for a man 
Jack’s age and now Constable 
Beddick discovered further details 
surrounding his death. Jack and 
some other men had been drink-
ing prior to his death, but there 
was no sign of disturbance and 
the men all agreed they were on 
the friendliest terms. The medi-
cal evidence then put a different 
complexion on the affair alto-
gether. The condition of Jack’s 
heart was so poor it would have 
caused death at any time.

Jack was most likely interred at 
a local urupā.

JOIN A CLUB
In the February 18th issue Valley Profile 

will be running a feature for clubs.
Whether your club is a sports club, 

a social club or a service club 
you can use this opportunity to call 

for members and/or volunteers 
or to let our readers know more 

about what you are all about.
If you would like more information on this 

please contact Davidda 
on either 022 174 3988 or 
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz 

by February 7th.

WAIHI DAHLIA SHOWWWWAAAIIIHHHIII DDDAAAHHHHLLLIIIAAA SSSHHHOOOWWW
Memorial Hall

Sat 18th Januaryyry 2025
Hall Open to Public
12.30pm - 3pm
Entryyry - $2 p.p

Cut Flowers & Vegetable
Classes, Floral Art

Bring along your flowers,
vegetables

And Join in the Fun
Flowers available from 3pm
For Gold Coin Donation

Enquires Jennifer
027 204 0488
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A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Forsyth Barr —
Expert investment advice
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Brett Bell-Booth
Investment Adviser
brett.bell-booth@forsythbarr.co.nz

DDI: (07) 577 5725
M: 021 825 504

forsythbarr.co.nz

Contact Investment Adviser, Brett Bell-Booth, for
a no-obligation discussion on how he can help you
achieve your future financial goals.

Brett Bell-Booth is visiting the Thames Valleyweekly.
Please contact Brett to make a complimentary
appointment.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Swampies raise $23k for Goldfields
Keeping a strong connection 

with Goldfields School is 
important for the Thames Val-
ley Swamp Foxes, who donated 
$23,000 to the school on De-
cember 13.

Swamp Fox Taine Wilson, 
who presented the cheque at 
the schools final assembly for 
2024, said the Swamp Foxes 
and Thames Valley Rugby Un-
ion really appreciated the sup-
port from the school.

The Swamp Foxes raised the 
money by auctioning off jer-
seys from their game against 
Horowhenua Kapiti in Whi-
tianga on October 5.

An additional two jerseys 
were signed by internet sensa-
tion Harper Sandford, who is 
also a Goldfields School stu-
dent, and put up for auction 
following a viral video of him 
running the ball out to the 
Swamp Foxes during halftime 
at the game, and cartwheeling 
back to the sidelines. 

Taine said it was awesome to 
have Harper at the game. “[He] 
loves doing some cartwheels.” 

Goldfields principal Cam 
McKenzie said the money 
would go towards building a 
new playground at the school 
during the April holidays. 

The school planned to put 
the Swamp Foxes logo on some 
of the playground equipment, 
like the logo on the school van, 

which was also sponsored by 
the rugby team.

Swamp Foxes head coach 
David ‘Harry’ Harrison said 
the team were “super proud” of 
the community and their help 
in supporting their partnership 
with Goldfields School every 
year.

Goldfields School receives a cheque from Swamp Fox Taine Wilson and the team.        Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Goldfields School students 
perform the haka during the 

special assembly. 

Waikato surfers have caught more 
than waves in the surf during 
2024, recording the third highest 
number of surfing injuries in the 
country, ACC says.

Until November 1, ACC accepted 
5035 surfing related injury claims, 
which cost $12.7 million to help 
people recover. Auckland and Bay 
of Plenty had the highest number 
of claims, while Waikato surfers 
had 697 claims  accepted, which 
ACC paid $1.5 million towards.

ACC injury prevention leader 
James Whitaker said it paid to take 
a moment before getting stuck in. 

“Monitor the conditions and the 
risks before you get out there, then 
take the safest options. If you’re in 
doubt, finding something else to 
do might be the best option,” he 
said. 

Anyone who entered the surf 
needed to respect the ocean, he 
said. “The ocean is beautiful and 
provides a lot of joy - it’s also big-
ger and more powerful than any of 
us and needs to be respected.”

Meanwhile, Waikato had the 
second highest number of swim-
ming-related injuries with 811, 
which ACC paid $2.8 million to-
wards. 

Mr Whitaker urged swimmers 
to take a moment to consider the 
risks before diving in. “Summer 
is one of the best times of the year 
and I encourage everyone to get 
out and enjoy themselves,” he said. 

“But, ‘have a hmmm’ before get-
ting in the water. Most drownings 
and water-related injuries are pre-
ventable.”

Caution urged 
for surfers, 
swimmers
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

TS142TXD
42” cut, V-Twin Kawasaki engine, pedal operated
hydrostatic transmission, auto locking differential.

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

SAVE
$

TS142TXD

$1000

R 214TC

Offeer
valid wwhile
stocks last.

$8,690$6,990
$7,990 RRRP

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

Clay shooters scoop secondary school medals
The way Calin Mischewski 

prepares for a clay shooting 
competition is to train regular-
ly and “try not to miss on the 
day”.

It was clearly paying off for 
the Hauraki Plains College 
year 11 student, who competed 
at the New Zealand and South 
Island DTL Secondary Schools 
Championships in Christch-
urch from September 28 to 
September 30.

There he claimed three gold 
and two silver individual med-
als, as well as a silver medal 
with his Hauraki team.

Calin told The Profile, on day 
one, as part of the South Is-
lands DTL Secondary Schools 
Championships, he snapped 
up a silver in the single rise 
competition, where he shot 25 
targets and was allowed to use 
both shots in his gun. 

He also clinched a gold in 
the point score competition, 
which was where he could use 
both shots but would get more 
points if he hit the clay with his 
first shot, he said.

On day two, as part of the 
New Zealand DTL Secondary 
Schools Championships, Calin 
won gold for the New Zealand 
Single Rise Championship, and 
silver for New Zealand Point 
Score Championship.

And on the final day, Calin se-
cured gold in the Fish & Game 
Regional Event Individual Boys 
HOA across the single rise, 
point score and single barrel, 
he said.

“I was really happy with the 
highest overall [score] across 

the three events on the third 
day,” he said.

“I didn’t miss a target all day.”
But it doesn’t end there. 
The Hauraki clay shooter was 

part of a team of five who took 
out a silver medal in the South 
Island Points Score Teams 

Open event.
The team worked hard all 

year and was really happy to get 
a team placing, Calin said.

“Getting a team medal at this 
level means all five shooters in 
our squad had a great shoot.”

But Calin also managed to 

HPC Clay Shooting Team, left, Alex Carter, Fletcher Grant, Calin Mischewski, Jarred Strawbridge and Paul Porter.         SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA reach another significant mile-
stone at the event.

“When you are a member of 
the New Zealand Clay Target 
Association (NZCTA), which is 
the governing body of Clay Tar-
get Shooting, you can achieve 
long run badges.”

Calin said it was when the 
shooter hits a certain number 
of targets without missing.

“It has to be at an official 
shoot,” he said. “You only ap-
ply for that badge once.”

While the young clay shooter 
already had his 25 and 50 long 
run badges, he managed to 
achieve his 75 and 100 long run 
badges at the event, he said.

But his inspiration came 
from previous team mates who 
had now left his school, such 
as Ashling Welch, he said, who 
shoots sporting clays, which 
was another discipline, at a na-
tional level. 

“I also have an ongoing 
friendly rivalry with my Dad, 
Daniel Mischewski.”

Calin said his dad shot skeet, 
another discipline, for the New 
Zealand junior team “back in 
the day”.

For those wanting to get 
into clay shooting, Calin’s ad-
vice was to head along to the 
Thames Clay Target Club and 
“have a go”.
DETAILS: Search for Thames Clay 
Target Club on Facebook.
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

NEWNEW

NEWNEW

NEWNEW

MAXAM 2500 Mower
c/w Wilter

FRANSGARD DM2850
7 Disc 2.8m Haymower

GILTRAP T37-08
8 tonne HYD Tip Trailer
c/w steel tail door, auto
gate latch, LED lights

$15600+ GST

$16990+ GST
Shop Soiled

$29000+ GST

BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

Community voice ignites 
denture initiative
Hauraki’s former Te Whatu Ora locality, 

Te Tara o Te Whai, has launched a free 
mobile denture initiative which aims to re-
store confidence in its residents.

Dubbed ‘Niho Kēhua ki Hauraki’, the 
initiative partners with Waikato Dental and 
aims to address the extensive need for fund-
ed oral health care.

“Born out of community voice, our den-
ture initiative Niho Kēhua ki Hauraki pro-
vides a full-circle

pathway of treatment for whānau who are 
needing partial or full dentures,” Te Tara o

Te Whai programme manager Michelle 
Paekau-Neho said. 

“From feedback received through our 
current oral health initiative, many whānau 
were without teeth and unable to entertain 
the idea of dentures due to cost being a con-
fronting barrier for most. In creating a den-
ture initiative, we have been able to provide 
a complete pathway of full oral health care 
to those otherwise unable to while simulta-
neously restoring the confidence of many.” 

There have been 66 expressions of inter-
est received to date, she said.

The partnership with Waikato Dental 
includes director and dentist Dr Hyrum 
Martin who operates alongside Dr Terrence 

Reid. Dr Hyrum said Waikato Dental spent 
a lot of time in small communities offering 
its mobile dental service to people who were 
previously unable to access dental care.

With a shared vision for improving health 
outcomes in small communities, collabora-
tion between

Te Tara o Te Whai and Waikato Dental 
was a “no-brainer”. 

“If I could sum it up in one sentence or 
a phrase, what I think it’s really about, it is 
the people,” Dr Terrence Reid added. “Or if 
I ask myself why I do dentistry? It’s for the 
people.”

The entire process will take between three 
to four months for patients to receive their

completed dentures.
Meanwhile, a second mobile oral health 

initiative, Niho Ora ki Hauraki, in collabo-
ration with Dental Planet, has provided 
fully-funded treatment to more than 350 
people in Hauraki. 

Niho Ora ki Hauraki will be operating out 
of Kaiaua during the January school holi-
days and then again in Manaia during the 
April school holidays.
DETAILS: Expressions of interest are open for 
both initiatives, with applications accessible 
via Te Tara o Te Whai’s website or Facebook.

The Niho 
Kēhua ki 

Hauraki team, 
from left:  

Dr Terrence 
Reid,  

programme 
manager 
Michelle 

Paekau-Neho, 
and Dr Hyrum 

Martin. 
Photo: 

SUPPLIED
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Join our monthly 
Style Your Space 
page and receive 
a feature article 

about your business 
and a listing on the 

Coromandel App
Contact Davidda - 022 174 3988
davidda@valleyprofile.co.nz

or Nikki - 022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Make every day beautiful with

512 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph: 07-8689891 E:flowersonpollen@gmail.com

w:flowersonpollen.co.nz

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa

flooringdesign.co.nz

DESIGN. SUPPLY. INSTALL. we do it all!

we ve got youwe’ve got
Thames,

ve got you
covered

217 Pollen Street, Thames
07 777 4994

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
Sat 8:30am - 2:00pm

Vinyl • Rigid Core • Timber • Carpets
Curtains • Blinds • Accessories

Style Your SpaceStyle Your Space ADVERTISING FEATURE

I’ve got this 
old 4x4 that I 

used to love. 
I’d spend 

hours dreaming 
about upgrades and planning 
where I’d take it next. 

But over the past six months, 
it’s been nothing but a head-
ache. It keeps bursting water 
pipes - one after another. 

I was told it might be the old, 
perished hoses, but now I’m 
nearly out of hoses to replace. 

Without hope, the future looks bleak
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION Maybe it’s the thermostat. 
Maybe it’s the water pump. 
Time will tell.

What’s interesting is how 
my feelings toward the vehicle 
have shifted. 

As the problems continue, the 
excitement I once had is fading. 
It’s wearing me down, and I’ve 
even started thinking about 
selling it for next to nothing. 

Yet, if I fix it and make it reli-
able again, it’s worth $7000 to 
$10000 - a significant value.

That whole situation got me 
thinking about hope. 

A mate of mine offsets his in-

come by buying vehicles with 
minor issues, fixing them, and 
selling them for a solid profit.

But here’s the thing: he’s so 
generous he often sells them 
super cheap just to help others. 

What he sees in those vehi-
cles is their potential, not their 
problems. 

He knows their value, even 
when others have given up on 
them.

When we lose hope, it’s easy 
to lose sight of something’s true 
worth. 

We start thinking it’s easier 
to throw it away, whether it’s a 

vehicle, a job, a relationship, or 
even a dream. 

Without hope, the future 
looks bleak, and what once 
mattered feels disposable.

This made me reflect on how 
I approach life. It’s crucial to 
look to the future with hope - 
to see my family, my work, and 
my challenges through a lens of 
possibility and potential.

Hope allows us to hold on to 
the value of what we have now, 
even when times are tough.

So, if you’re in a dark place 
right now, take a moment be-
fore giving up on things that 

matter.
When the cloud lifts and you 

regain hope, you might redis-
cover the value of what you 
hold dear. Sometimes, it’s not 
the thing that needs fixing - it’s 
how we see it. 

Hope changes everything.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Plan Your Dream Space for 
2025.

Are you ready to create a 
space that perfectly reflects your 
lifestyle and needs?

At Paton Kitchens, we special-
ize in crafting bespoke kitchen 
designs and custom joinery.

Serving the Waikato, Coro-
mandel region, our conveniently 
located showroom and design 
studio, nestled between Auck-

land and coastal getaways, our 
spacious showroom and studio 
display our unwavering commit-
ment to exceptional quality.

Whether you’re a homeowner, 
builder, or subcontractor, you 
can trust Paton Kitchens for ex-
ceptional attention to detail, in-
novative design, and outstanding 
quality.

From your initial concept to the 
final touches, we ensure every 

element is crafted to meet your 
unique requirements.

Don’t wait.
Contact us today to book your 

consultation and start planning 
your dream kitchen and kick 
start a new year.
DETAILS: Visit our Showroom & 
Design Studio, located at 33 Ko-
hunui Street, Ngatea. 
Website: www.patonkitchens.
co.nz.

Transform your home with Paton Kitchens
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Kia Sportage Hybrid
HEV 'Earth' 1.6L Pe

$ 55,390
MRP

+ORC*

g y
trol

$

M

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Movement that inspires

$25,990 Incl. GST + ORC*
*T&Cs apply

SRRP

STOCK
AVAILABLE
NOW

STOCK
AVAILABLE
NOW
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Spontaneous Combustion: Songs for Barry Brickell + Pluck (72mins + 22mins) E.
A celebration of Barry Brickell’s legacy and Driving Creek Railway, a productive pottery, railway,
native bird sanctuary, and hub for artists. Preceded by ‘Pluck’ by Thames film-makers Kirsty Griffin
and Vivienne Kernick. Facing a battle with cancer, Jean Neshausen is on a mission to weave her
last Korowai, a final gift to her daughter. Includes beautiful footage from two trips to the Chathams.
The korowai takes almost two years to complete.
Moana 2 (100 mins) PG. After receiving an unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors, Moana
must journey to the far seas of Oceania and into dangerous, long-lost waters for an adventure.
Paddington in Peru (106 mins) PG. Follow Paddington and the Brown family as they visit Aunt
Lucy in Peru, but a mystery sends them to the Amazon rainforest and up Peruvian mountains.
Lee (117 mins) M. The story of photographer Elizabeth ‘Lee’ Miller, a fashion model who became
an acclaimed war correspondent for Vogue magazine during World War II. Includes a photo of
Miller herself posing defiantly in Hitler’s private bathtub.
Wicked (160 mins) PG. The story of how a green-skinned woman framed by the Wizard of Oz
becomes the Wicked Witch of the West; feature film based on the Broadway musical.
Anora (139 mins) R16. Anora, a sex worker from Brooklyn, gets her chance at a Cinderella story
when she meets and marries the son of an oligarch. Once the news reaches Russia, her fairytale is
threatened as the parents set out for New York to get the marriage annulled.
Conclave (120 mins) M. Follows Cardinal Lomeli as he oversees the group of Cardinals
responsible for selecting a new Church leader while trying to uncover a secret from the late Pontiff.

Movies from Thursday 16 January to Wednesday 22 January
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Students embrace the music-making opportunity at a recent harp workshop.                Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Happy harmonies
Miller Avenue School in Paeroa 

was filled with the dulcet 
tones of a dozen harps on De-
cember 6, as students received a 
visit from Thames musician Anna 
Dunwoodie. 

The seasoned harpist has been 
visiting schools across Hauraki 
and the Coromandel Peninsula 
with instruments in tow, to give 
students a chance to hear, see and 
even play the stringed instrument. 

At Miller Ave, the sessions 
began with students lying on the 
floor, eyes closed, as they were 
treated to a performance of the 
instrument. 

They were invited to think about 
how the music made them feel, 
and following a short discussion, 
every student had the chance to 
try out a harp for themselves. 

“It’s neat to see how involved 
the teachers get on a one-to-one 
level with a lot of the kids who are 
tinkering and just finding bits and 
pieces out,” Anna said. 

“Sometimes your most chal-

lenging child can be the one who 
totally gets lost in the music and 
really engages. There was one in 
there today… he did not want to 
let the harp go.”

The interactive workshops were 
funded through the Hauraki and 
Thames-Coromandel District 
Councils through their Creative 
Communities funding scheme, 
which supports projects that cre-
ate opportunities for communities 
to engage in local arts activities. 

Anna said the harp was an ideal 
first instrument to engage chil-
dren with music. 

“It’s got a good novelty value. 
I don’t think we’ve seen many, if 
any, kids who don’t want to be in-
volved at all. There’s a few who’ll 
take a while to let down whatever 
that barrier it is,” she said. 

“And I think there’s no wrong 
notes, there’s no discord, we never 
say you’ve done it wrong because 
it doesn’t matter how they play it, 
they can get a nice sound out of 
it.”

As we head into 
the summer 

holidays, parents 
will be looking for 
great films to take 
the whole whānau 

to go and enjoy, as well as films they 
can go to by themselves. This holiday, 
there’s a bit of everything to enjoy, so 
today we look at some exciting movie 
titles to watch.
Mufasa: The Lion King
This holiday, Mufusa: The Lion King 
roars into cinemas. This is a spinoff 

of the 2019 live action remake of the 
hit, classic disney film The Lion King. 
Mufasa: The Lion King serves as an 
origin story about how Mufusa and 
Scar grew apart, to eventually hate 
each other. The movie also features 
brand new songs written by Grammy 
nominated composer Lin-Maunuel 
Miranda, who also wrote the hit 
songs from films such as Moana and 
Encanto. The film, directed by Acad-
emy-award winning director Barry 
Jenkins, has a star studded cast, in-
cluding Beyonce, Donald Glover, and 
John Kani returning as Rafiki. Overall, 
the film is a must-see for families, and 
perfect for all ages. 
Sonic The Hedgehog 3
What better way to enjoy the holi-

days than going to see a little blue 
hedgehog? Sonic The Hedgehog 3 is 
the third installment in the highly suc-
cessful Sonic film series, based on the 
hit video games. Released on boxing 
day, Sonic 3 sees Ben Schwartz return 
as the lovable voice of Sonic, along-
side Idris Elba, who voices Knuckles. 
Keanu Reeves also joins the cast as 
Shadow. The Sonic films are light-
hearted family fun, with lots of laughs 
for the whole family. 
Paddington In Peru
Paddington returns to the big screen 
this month. Though Paul King, who 
directed the first two Paddington 
films is not returning, the visuals look 
to still promise a great entertaining 
film for the whole family. Paddington 

In Peru is a perfect film for families to 
go and enjoy on the big screen these 
holidays! 
Moana 2
The 2016 film Moana performed ex-
tremely well, going on to be nominat-
ed for an Oscar. Now, Dwayne John-
son is back for the sequel. The music 
will be in the trustworthy hands of 
Mark Macina, who also worked on 
the first film. Moana 2 has been do-
ing extremely well at the box office, 
having been out for more than a 
month now, but that doesnt mean 
its too late to see it! After watching 
Moana 2, I can proudly say the film 
delivers gorgeous visuals and is a 
great treat for families all across the 
country to go see. 

Wicked
Ever heard of the musical Wicked? 
Wicked is the highest grossing musi-
cal of all time which follows Elphaba, 
a green witch that first appeared in 
The Wizard Of Oz movie and Glin-
da, a pink popular girl from Oz who 
become close friends. The movie,  
adapted from the Broadway musi-
cal, delivers much of the same catchy 
tunes and costumes. Pop megastar 
Ariana Grande is hilarious in the film, 
starring as the pink Glinda while Tony, 
Emmy and Grammy winner Cynthia 
Erivo stars as the wicked witch, El-
phaba. 
Musical fans, Wicked fans and fami-
lies alike will all be in for a treat when 
it comes to Wicked.

Top family movies to watch over the summer school holidays
By ALI KOIA-
HAMLING, Paeroa 
College student

POP CULTURE

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Dried, 4 Reverses, 9 Afraid, 14 Sieve, 15 Like a bull at a gate, 17 Limit, 18 Map, 19 Pep talk,
20 Sidelines, 21 Sturdy, 24 Labyrinth, 25 Absorb, 26 Global, 29 Flight deck, 31 Tee, 32 Saturn, 33 Calf,
35 Nap, 37 Core, 39 Overruled, 40 Liberated, 41 Alone, 42 Persists, 47 Beheaded, 51 Dross, 55 Procedure,
56 Projector, 58 Jeer, 59 Bar, 60 Rate, 61 Sentry, 62 Oak, 63 Successful, 66 Piracy, 67 Combat, 69
Headlamps, 72 Jalopy, 73 Scrapbook, 75 Curtain, 77 Ire, 80 Error, 81 More often than not, 82 Noted,
83 Aliens, 84 Westerns, 85 Feast.

DOWN: 2 Raise hell, 3 Elect, 5 Eels, 6 Elation, 7 Space shuttle, 8 Swami, 9 Ageless, 10 Rile, 11 Inmate,
12 Jemmy, 13 Helpful, 14 Sterile, 16 Bellbottoms, 22 Frieze, 23 Brittle, 24 Legless, 25 Agenda,
27 Boasted, 28 Treble, 30 Kirk, 32 Spoof, 34 Faded, 36 Urge, 38 Ode, 42 Piper, 43 Rooster, 44 Ibex,
45 Toupee, 46 Hobby, 48 Horse’s mouth, 49 Adjusts, 50 Eve, 51 Destroy, 52 Sprout, 53 Cook the books,
54 Lens, 57 Tickle, 64 Unanimous, 65 Scolded, 66 Patient, 68 Becomes, 70 Apostle, 71 Spiral, 72 Jetty,
74 Arrow, 76 Tinge, 78 Free, 79 Anon.

ACROSS
1 Rigid (5)
4 Abandon someone in
need (5,2,3,5)
14 Ointment (5)
15 Witty (5)
16 Tremblings (10)
17 Vote into power (5)
19 Conifer tree (3)
20 Book (7)
21 Saw (9)
22 Pressing (6)
25 Determine
mathematically (9)
27 Courage, spirit (6)
28 Cheap and
ostentatious (6)
33 Dismantles (5,5)
35 Spoil (3)
36 Harmony (6)
37 Stage accessory (4)
39 Young bear (3)
41 Contempt, scorn (7)
42 Fancy cake (6)
43 Gradually (2,7)
44 Communication
device (5)
45 Trend (8)
50 Next to (2)
51 Blood feud (8)
55 Tied tennis score
(5)
58 Chew (9)
59 Natural skill (6)
60 Tumescent (7)
61 Unrefined (3)
63 Speaker’s platform
(4)

64 Edible leafstalk (6)
65 Subside (3)
66 Financial ruin (10)
68 Havoc (6)
69 Toxin (6)
71 Widened (9)
76 Sponge-like (6)
77 Additional fee (9)
79 Apprentice (7)
81 Neither; and not (3)
84 Dog breed (5)
85 Ordinance (10)
86 Fortuitous (5)
87 Messenger (5)
88 Your secret is safe
with me (2,4,3,6)
89 Glint (5)

DOWN
2 Castle wall tower (6)
3 Bogus (5)
5 Departure (4)
6 Court’s decision (7)
7 Purpose (6)
8 Utensils (5)
9 Least difficult (7)
10 Second-hand (4)
11 Stone fruit (6)
12 Up in the air (5)
13 Rumour (7)
14 Church tower and
spire (7)
18 The act of removing
all the contents from
(10)
23 Unblock (5)
24 Sugar pill (7)
26 Altered (7)

27 Quicksilver (7)
29 Viper (7)
30 Ill will (6)
31 Drive forward (5)
32 Small bed (6)
34 Rip (4)
36 Home (5)
38 Italian dish (5)
40 Matured (4)
45 Meek (5)
46 Saintly (anag)(7)
47 Boy’s name (4)
48 Mountain hut (6)
49 Indian dish (5)
50 Middle from two
points (7)
52 Very last
opportunity (3,2,5)
53 Oval (7)
54 Ditch (6)
55 Evolve (7)
56 Card suit (5)
57 Ignore (4)
62 Relation (2-3)
67 Confidentiality (7)
68 Wander aimlessly
(7)
70 Writhes (7)
72 Sailing event (7)
73 Prey (6)
74 Leaps over (6)
75 Undermine (6)
76 Provide evidence
for (5)
78 Tobacco roll (5)
80 Choppy (5)
82 Pacific country (4)
83 Manage (4)

 SUDOKU               183

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                203
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CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 
Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

12 THE VALLEY PROFILE, January 14, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames Hire Centre is a one-stop shop 
for trailer and equipment rentals in the 

Hauraki-Coromandel region. Owner Perrin 
Newland has the community covered for all 
access, concrete, cleaning, and renovation 
equipment, building tools, generators, exca-
vators and of course trailers.

“We cater for the smaller commercial hire 
and DIY sort of people,” he said.

Perrin has been operating the business 
for five years with help from his wife Nata-
sha, and is focussed on delivering good cus-
tomer service and building a good reputa-

tion, he said.
Visit thameshire.co.nz to see what equip-

ment is on offer, including the latest fea-
tured item, a charcoal roasting spit, or pop 
in to the centre and chat to Perrin.

“We’re open from 7am to 5pm during the 
weekdays and 7am to 12 on Saturdays. 

“We offer a weekend deal where you can 
hire something at a day rate for the whole 
weekend,” he said.
CONTACT: Thames Hire Centre, Jellicoe 
Crescent, Website: thameshire.co.nz, Email: 
hire@thameshire.co.nz, Ph 07 868 9350.

Excellent service at hire centre
Perrin Newland of Thames Hire Centre is ready to help find project solutions.    Photo: NIKKI SANDERS



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal
HOTSY WATERBLASTING

“Old school service”
We turn up on time + Do a great Job

+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
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KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

End of year roar for Waihī Lions Club success
Members of the Waihī 

Lions Club gathered to 
celebrate a “busy and success-
ful year” on the evening of De-
cember 17.

Club member David Parish 
said it was a “bit of a do with a 
difference”, with the Gunner’s 
Room venue at the Waihī RSA 
set up as a cowshed.

Milkmaid Liz Lye and her 
trusty assistant Leanne Hollis 
did a fantastic job of trans-
forming the room into some-
thing special, he said.

At one point in the evening, 
Clarabelle the cow entered to 
deliver small gifts to everyone, 
he said.

The evening also included 
musical entertainment with a 
concert of beautiful songs sung 
by classically-trained Kortnee 
Brooks, who recently moved to 
the area, and was accompanied 
by Waihī College music teacher 
Edwin Randell.

“She was given a standing 
ovation.”

One thing was clear - social-
ising was something the Waihī 
Lions valued. It was an impor-
tant part of club activity, David 
said.

But something the club did 
best was serve and support the 
community.

The club gave considerable 
financial support to a number 
of local charities and organisa-
tions across 2024, David said. 

This includes: Hetherington 
House, A Friends Place, schol-
arships for Waihī College stu-

dents and a donation to Camp 
Quality, which is a week-long 
summer holiday camp for chil-
dren living with cancer.

The club also made a sub-
stantial donation for vital 
maintenance work at the 
Cancer Society Lions Lodge 
in Hamilton, and donations 
to the St Vincent de Paul and 

Waihī Salvation Army Christ-
mas Appeals, he said.

“This list is by no means ex-
haustive and amounts to a sum 
in excess of $29,000,” he said.

The club is currently on 
hiatus in activities before 
members of the club set up 
the Waihī Memorial Hall for a 
two-day market during Auck-

land Anniversary weekend, 
followed by time to unwind 
on Anniversary Monday at the 
club’s annual barbecue at the 
Waitawheta Camp, he said.
DETAILS: Waihī Lions Eclectic 
Market at Waihī Memorial Hall, 
January 24-25, 9am to 2pm. To 
stay up to date, follow Lions Club 
of Waihī on Facebook.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: President Duncan 
Smeaton with Dave Han-
ney disguised as Clara-
belle the cow. Waihī 
Lions celebrate with 
food and friends. Kort-
nee Brooks, left, sings 
for the crowd accompa-
nied by Edwin Randell 
on the keyboard.

Photos: SUPPLIED
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Church Notices

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Gardening

Death Notice

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi Public Notices

Public Notice

Situations Vacant

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

Handyman 

Garage Sale 

Pets

Livestock
TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Storage

Storage

Storage Storage
 CLASSIFIEDS - Deadline 12noon Monday

We are currently seeking a part time 
general hand to join our team, with the 

potential to transition to full time for the 
right candidate.

While a mechanical background is 
beneficial it is not a requirement.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
this opportunity please reach out to Miles 

at 027 227 1121 or via email 
at miles@hpmotors.co.nz

We look forward 
to hearing from you.

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
Whyteline are seeking a qualified mechanic to join 

our busy motorcycle workshop. 
Full-time, permanent, Monday to Friday role. 

Send a copy of your CV to 
marketing@whyteline.co.nz 

or call 07 862 8783 to learn more. 

MOTORCYCLE SERVICE MANAGER
Whyteline are seeking a qualified mechanic with 

management experience to run 
our busy motorcycle workshop. 

Full-time, permanent, Monday to Friday role.  
Send a copy of your CV to 

marketing@whyteline.co.nz 
or call 07 862 8783 to learn more. 

JOHNSTON, 
Glennis (formerly 
Aitcheson):
Peacefully on the 4th 
January 2025. Devoted 
wife of the late Trevor 
and Max.  Loving Mum 
of Michelle and the 
late Wayne. Cherished 
Nana of Danielle and  
Paige, and Great-gran 
of Sienna and Olivia, 
Kyran and Caitlin, 
Ryder and Cove, and 
treasured friend of Neil.
A celebration of Glennis’ 
life was held at The 
Grahamstown Chapel, 
Thames on Friday 10th 
January, followed by 
private cremation.

On behalf of 
TCDC 

Second Nature NZ, Kūaotunu Dune Group, 
Pauanui Dune Protection Society, Thames- 

Coromandel District Council, Coastcare 
East Coast weed control contractors. 

Will be conducting spray rounds & carrying 
out pest plant control work, targeting general 
exotic weeds on Coromandel public & coastal 
reserves. This includes, and is not limited to, 
Whangamata, Pauanui, Tairua, Hot Water 
Beach, Hahei, Cooks Beach, Flaxmill Bay, 
Mercury Bay, Wharekaho, Opito Bay, Otama 
west end car park, Kuaotunu, Rings beach, 
Matarangi and Whangapoua.  
From: 3/02/2025 to 19/12/2025
(Excluding School Holidays, Weekends & 
Public Holidays) 
The area will be signposted and a site specific 
spray plan is available on request. 
For more information phone 07 868 0200 
| //tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Services/Trees-and- 
Vegetation/ No-spray-register/

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of a Motorsport Rally Tarmac 
Sprint event, the following road will be 
closed to ordinary vehicular traffic for 
the period indicated below. During the 
period of closure provision will be made 
for ordinary vehicular traffic, which would 
otherwise use the road, to use alternative 
routes.
Period of closure: Sunday 19 January 
2025, 8.00am to 5.00pm.
Road to be closed: Rotokohu Road, 
Paeroa (RP 6.270 – 7.720).
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Church Office Reception
Thames Union Parish – St James Church.

Part-time position, possibly job-shared, helping 
to keep our Parish Office running. 

Position to start mid-February. 
For details and queries please phone 

Daryl on 027 6989 526

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Brown Shaver Hens 
Point of Lay $25 
Kerepehi. Phone 027 
667 6808

Saturday 18th of 
January
Kohunui St, Ngatea
Don Robinson 
Engineering Storage
Downsizing Sale
plenty of goods must go 
including garden tools 
(electric), household 
goods, books, clothes, 
pictures, life-jackets
and a double-bed base.
All good condition.
From 8.30am

PAPER RUNNER
We have a vacancy for a paper runner in Waihi. 

Immediate Start...
Please contact Geoff: 

admin@valleyprofile.co.nz  for more information.

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.

If you are one of the few who didn’t receive your weekly paper, please note they are available here:
NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

25 Jan & 26 Jan
All proceeds will go to community projects.

Drop off points for people who want to donate their 
books are Paeroa Caltex and Paeroa Info Hub

SPORTS REPORTS Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames Football Club calls for players
Thames FC Men are preparing for an excit-
ing 2025 season and are seeking dedicated 
players to join our squad.

The new season will begin with a muster 
event for the Men on January 21 from 6pm 
to 7:30pm at Rhodes Park, Thames. This 
event offers prospective players the chance 
to meet the team and participate in a kick-
around, followed by drinks and a barbecue.

The club aims to gain promotion from the 
Waikato Senior Men’s Division 2, building 
on the momentum of a fourth-place fin-
ish last year. For those who prefer a more 
relaxed playing environment, the club also 
hopes to establish a social team in a lower 
division, should there be sufficient interest.

The typical schedule includes weekly Sat-
urday afternoon matches, both home and 
away, running from April to August. 

Structured midweek training sessions are 
held under the floodlights at Rhodes Park 
with an emphasis on enjoyment and skill 

development. After games, players have the 
opportunity to unwind with social events 
that feature food and drinks at the local 
pub. 

Weekly match reports and photos are 
shared on the club’s  Facebook page and 
local newspaper, highlighting the team’s 
activities and results. In addition to wel-
coming new players, Thames FC is seeking 
sponsorship from local businesses. Pack-
ages include a range of options, such as a 
main shirt sponsor, signage displays, social 
media promotion, and more. Supporting 
Thames FC provides a valuable platform for 
businesses to promote themselves and help 
a local sports team. Businesses interested 
in sponsorship should contact the club via 
email at Info@thamesfc.co.nz.

We are looking forward to a successful 
2025 season and are excited about the jour-
ney ahead, both on and off the pitch.

- Jonathan Coles

LETTERS
Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, 
Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full name and address, be 250 words 
or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.
I would be disappointed to think that your 
lead article (Valley Profile January 7) with 
its very downbeat headline would cause 
people to think that community halls are no 
longer relevant or indeed no longer valued 
as a community facility.
The photo, right, was taken this morning 
(10th January) of the hall in the Kauaeranga 
Valley, ready for a wedding on Saturday. 
This is not an atypical scene in our valley.
The Kauaeranga Hall is very much alive. In 
the past 12 months there have been 95 
bookings reported including yoga (weekly), 
Pilates and art classes (weekly), music con-
certs (monthly), social gatherings for val-
ley residents (e.g. potluck dinners, games 
nights, etc.), numerous community meet-
ings (including environmental, educational, 
horticultural meetings), along with wed-
dings, memorial services, birthday celebra-
tions, kids’ parties – the list goes on.
Tom Nicholson is the chair of the Hall Soci-
ety (an incorporated society), and presides 
over a committee of valley volunteers, who 
meet quarterly to govern the activities and 
maintenance of the hall.
The hall and land are owned by the local 
residents of the valley. Funds are derived 
from hall hire fees, a small but meaningful 

community grant from TCDC, and from the 
annual Kauaeranga Valley Fair, the next of 
which is being held on Saturday 5th April. 
Put this date in your diary.
There is no sun setting in the Kauaeranga 
Valley; it is a beacon of community commit-
ment and engagement.

- Peter Revell, Kauaeranga Valley
HEADLINE
The Valley Profile stands by its front page 
headline, Sun sets on rural halls as it cor-
rectly reflected the lead story, which was 
a report about two community halls being 
closed at Patetonga and Kopuarahi. The 
balanced report also included information 
about Hauraki halls at Waitakaruru and Tu-
rua being revitalised by those communities.

- Teresa Ramsey, editor

The Kauaeranga Valley Hall.             SUPPLIED
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bayleys.co.nz

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 1158aWaihi-WhangamataRoad

2.149ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Tue 18Feb2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun 19Jan
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestyle living,close to thecoast
Secure2.1 hectares (moreor less)withpotential foryournew lifestyle!Power ison-site, andabuildingplatform is
ready, soyoucan focusondesigningyourdreamhome.Enjoy roomfor family luxuries likeapoolorgardens,with
stunningelevatedviewsandawarmerclimate.Close toWaihi’s towncentre, schools, andcafes, itoffersa rural feel
withconvenience. Just 18kmtoWhangamata,5.4kmtoWhiritoaBeach,andwithincommutingdistance toTauranga
andHamilton, it’s a fantastic location.Call nowtoarrangeaviewingandmakethisopportunityyours!

bayleys.co.nz/2315641

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Netherton 6520WilsonRoad(SH2)

9.4ha 3 2 9
AskingPrice $1,699,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Classiccharmin thecountryside
Seton9.4hectares (moreor less) in theheartofHaurakiPlains, thisproperty ismore thanahome— it’sa lifestyle
statement.Generous livingspaces+ rumpus roomarecomplementedby largewindowsthatcapturenatural lightand
rural views.Thehomefeaturesspaciousbedrooms,well-appointedbathrooms,andanexpansivekitchen.Enjoy the
luxuryofaprivatepool, alongsidea tenniscourtandsummerhouse ideal for summer timewith friendsand family.
Complementing this is9ha(moreor less)ofgrazing land, currently leased for for$1,000+GSTperhaperannumand
ample farmbuildings.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316278
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Valley U19 rugby named Tama Ora champs
The Thames Valley U19 rug-

by team has been crowned 
the 2024 Northern Regions 
Tama Ora Champions for the 
first time. 

Earlier last year, two mus-
ter sessions were held, with 
around 75 boys showcasing 
their skills. 

From this group, a selec-
tion of 38 players was chosen 
and invited to a rugby align-
ment day at Ngatea Rugby and 
Sports Club. 

During this day, head coach 
Pieter Aucamp introduced the 
coaching and management 
staff and outlined the expecta-
tions and processes for the pro-
vincial campaign. 

The boys then took to the 
field for a session focused on 
team-building, defensive, and 
attacking systems. 

Following this, the group was 
reduced to the final squad of 27 
players.

Aucamp said the large initial 
group was selected with conti-
nuity in mind. 

The idea was to give younger 
players valuable experience, 
preparing them to take on 
leadership roles in 2025. 

The Thames Valley U19 team 
went undefeated throughout 
the competition, culminat-
ing in a thrilling match in the 

Northern Regions Tama Ora 
competition.

During the final, Thames Val-
ley triumphed over Waikato 
Harlequins 27-24, with fly-half 
Max Baker (10) securing the 
win with a crucial penalty con-
version in the closing minutes 
of the game, crowning Thames 

Valley team as the overall 
champions.

Aucamp attributed the team’s 
success to a strong team cul-
ture, emphasizing the impor-
tance of being good people both 
on and off the field, player buy-
in, and smart play. 

He praised his assistant 

coaches, Keegan Harris and 
Matt Impey, for their roles 
in instilling the team culture 
and high standards expected 
throughout the season. 

Aucamp also acknowledged 
his management team, Chris 
Spilsbury and Zack Conroy, for 
their professionalism and com-

mitment to maintaining high 
standards.

“This year has been a suc-
cessful one, not just because 
we won the competition, but 
because we’ve also ensured 
that about half the team will 
be eligible to compete again in 
2025,” Aucamp said.

The Thames Valley U10 rugby team is named 2024 Northern Regions Tama Ora Champions.                                                  Photo: SUPPLIED

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

RUGBY


