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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Man charged with murder after Thames homicide, P2

0800 TOTALSPAN
TOTALSPAN.CO.NZ

TRUST YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS
Totalspan Coromandel 1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400 E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

Kiwis Kiwis 
set to set to 
tackle tackle 
SaharaSahara
DesertDesert

A former Paeroa man and his part-
ner will be running in the Sahara 

Marathon next month - becoming the 
only Kiwis who have ever taken part in 
the challenge.

Jack Keeys and his partner Amy 
Strang have signed up to compete in 
the Sahara Marathon solidarity race 

for the refugee children of Western Sa-
hara.

Jack will run the full marathon, while 
Amy will run the half marathon.

The adventure race includes running 
between four refugee camps, across 
the hot desert and over sand dunes, 
and Jack said he was told by an event 
organiser that he and Amy would be 
the first New Zealanders to have com-

pleted the mammoth task.
Now residing in Toulouse, France, 

Jack told The Profile that the refugee 
situation there and around Europe had 
opened his eyes and inspired him to 
make an impact.

“There are many refugees caught 
in really challenging situations, usu-
ally through no fault of their own, and 
often living in tents or on the streets 

with their families. I’d started build-
ing friendships with some of them and 
hearing their stories, and it inspired us 
to both educate ourselves more about 
the situation,” he said. 

“We had also already wanted to 
participate in an adventure race in 
2025 where we could challenge our-
selves, and found this as the perfect 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Jack Keeys and Amy Strang 
are set to become New 

Zealand’s first Sahara 
marathoners. 

Photo: SUPPLIED
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with information to come forward.
“In particular, we would like to hear 

from anyone who witnessed an alterca-
tion in Rolleston St at around 3.40pm 
on Monday afternoon,” Senior Ser-
geant Clarke said. 

“If you have any information, please 
contact Police via 105 either online or 
over the phone referencing file number: 
250113/5723.”
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 06
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

Marine
We are your local store for a wide range
of marine products. For trailer boats,

yachts and launches - we stock chandlery
for new builds, maintenance and repairs.

Scuba & Spearfishing
Get your gear “dive ready” - we service all dive
gear and fill and test cylinders. We stock SCUBA
and Spearfishing gear, wetsuits available to order.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full namepostal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win a 
Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Peter & Son  
ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

Tangata Ora Trust
for

• Mobility Equipment
• Daily Living Aides

• Information Support
• Advocacy

10am-1pmMon-Thur
607 Mackay St,Thames

868 7723

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Man charged with Thames homicide
Police arrested and charged a 

28-year-old man with murder af-
ter an altercation in Thames led to the 
death of 60-year-old Maxwell Connor 
last week.

Detective Senior Sergeant Kristine 
Clarke said the incident occurred at an 
address on Rolleston St around 3:40pm 
on Monday, January 13.

Police responded to reports of an al-
tercation at the address, across the road 
from Te Kura o Te Kauaeranga Thames 
South School, where Mr Connor was lo-
cated with moderate injuries.

He was transported to Thames Hos-
pital where his condition declined and 
he passed away overnight.  

A homicide investigation was 
launched, with Police stating at the 
time that those involved were believed 
to be known to each other.

On January 15, Police announced 
they had arrested a 28-year-old man, 
who was due to appear in the Kaitaia 
District Court the following day, facing 
a charge of murder.

Police do not believe there is any 
ongoing risk to the wider community, 
and gave their thoughts to Mr Connor’s 
whānau.

Police continue to appeal to anyone 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Police at the site of the homicide on Rolleston St, Thames, on January 13.  Photo: SUPPLIED/CFM
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THAMES SECTIONS FOR SALE
8070 Kopu Paeroa Road Hikutaia

Three generously sized freehold sections.
Immediately next to the Hikuataia School.

Lot 1: 1304 m2 $265,000
Lot 2: 1233 m2 $265,000
Lot 3: 1391 m2 $275,00
Lot 4: SOLD
TradeMe Listing: 4896456109
Google web site: sections.kiwi
ctnixon@xtra.co.nz 0274 755 680

90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds

• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

A ‘common sense’ approach to service
Newly-minted Member of 

the New Zealand Order of 
Merit Keith Trembath cred-
its his persistent honesty and 
“abundance of common sense” 
with his success. 

The Hikutaia farmer and for-
mer politician has spent his life 
in service to various organisa-
tions, including the Waikato 
Agricultural Industry Train-
ing Organisation, Federated 
Farmers, Waikato East Life 
Education Trust, the St John 
Paeroa area committee, and a 
five-year stint on the Hauraki 
District Council; and the 2025 
New Year’s Honours list saw 
his public service, agriculture 
and education efforts nation-
ally recognised. 

“I’ve always worked alone, 
so it was good for my mental 
health to be out learning from 
other people,” he said. 

His work has not been 
achieved in a vacuum, however. 

Keith says his years-long 
dedication to the community 
is also owed in large part to the 
legacy of his family. 

Among his ancestors he 
counts numerous commu-
nity leaders, including for-
mer Thames Mayor Frances 
Trembath, various members 
of county councils, and Keith’s 
own father George, who con-
tributed to Federated Farmers, 
Scouts, school committees, and 
more.

“There’s a long whakapapa of 
serving. And then my dad was 

on everything you could be on.”
There are dozens of others 

who’ve helped and supported 
him along the way, too - Keith 
rattles off a list of names includ-
ing former council colleagues 
Basil Morrison, Popeye Chal-
lis, Bruce Gordon, Sel Baker, 
and Mike Hayden; Life Educa-

tion Trust team members Bruce 
Smith and Frances Nichol; St 
John volunteer Jackie Thorne; 
friends Andreas, Ben, Gene and 
Sam; and of course his wife Ju-
dith and three children Kelly-
Anne, Jared and Logan. 

Keith says he could always 
see what needed to be done and 

“just do it” - although he’s quick 
to admit this attitude often gets 
him into trouble. 

“I wouldn’t use the process if 
I could get stuff done. And I’d 
think to somebody, if you’re not 
going to work with me, don’t 
block me, because eventually I 
will run on top of you. 

Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit Keith Trembath.                      Photo: KELLY O’HARA

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“But some organisations, 
I scared them terribly that I 
could just get it done and I’d 
find a way to do it.”

Although age and health con-
cerns have now slowed him 
down a little, Keith says he in-
tends to keep serving the com-
munity where he can.

“I’ve enjoyed the journey,” 
Keith said. 

“And I want to continue. Peo-
ple say to me, you should re-
tire. You shouldn’t be looking 
after… 300 different assorted 
animals.

“But do I go and sit in a re-
tirement home somewhere in a 
Lazy Boy dribbling in my beer? 
Um, no.”

Keith hopes to use his new 
accolade to further benefit the 
community, saying it will “open 
doors” for him to keep advocat-
ing for causes close to his heart. 

Chief among these are fur-
thering women’s education - 
which he says will benefit the 
entire economy - supporting 
and promoting the farming in-
dustry, and supporting health 
and well-being initiatives. 

More than anything, Keith 
says he’s proud to have contrib-
uted so much to his community 
and country. 

“I’ve always been proud to 
be a farmer, helping feed New 
Zealand and the world. It’s 
been a privilege to serve my 
community, and I will continue 
to do so as long as I am able.”
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Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP
reports: “Here’s to 2025 being a great
year for all of Thames – our businesses,
residents and visitors. The year’s got off
to a good start with an influx of visitors.
Our Community Board is rightly proud
of the work it’s done to support the new Info Centre
and promoting the Explore Thames theme – raising
awareness of the reasons to stop in our town and
experience its quirky blend of history, creativity and
natural attractions. Our new signage is helping to direct
motorists to take a break in town. We’re delightedwith
the way the public have embraced the new, innovative
Porritt Park and the upgraded recreational boating ramp
at Kōpū. Boardmembers are also playing a leading role
in promotingmore sculpture and artwork in town and
restoring the walking track aboveMoanataiari.
It’s a big year for the townwith crucial work underway to
clarify the best ways to protect the town from rising sea
levels. We’re also set tomake important decisions about
a new swimming pool facility for the town. Preparatory
work for increasing the town’s housing stock through
development of Totara Valley is scheduled for the latter
part of the year.
The Board and I look forward to continue serving the
best interest of ratepayers for a bright future for the
town.” adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s first meeting for 2025 is Wednesday
5 February at 10am in Thames Council Chamber.
Meeting agendas and the 2025 Council meeting
schedule are at
tcdc.govt.nz/agendas-reports-and-minutes

KEEP YOUR
BOATSCLEAN
A clean boat helps to protect our Coromandel coast
from invasive marine pest hitchhikers like exotic
caulerpa and Mediterranean fanworm. Check and
clean your gear and anchor, and get to know the
marine pest rules and restrictions before casting off
this summer.marinepests.nz/rules

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc
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It’s been a busy summer for Thames Info
Centre, which has helped out more than
3,000 visitors in the three months since
it opened.
Feedback from local businesses and bus
companies has been overwhelmingly positive.
Visitors to the town have boosted trade at cafes,
retailers and local attractions.

As well as providing information to visitors, the
centre books accommodation and attractions,
stores luggage, offers cold drinks on a hot day
and sells merchandise – from T-shirts to mugs to
jewellery, handicraft, postcards and art prints.

Manager Sue Lewis-O’Halloran says the Info
Centre “gives us an opportunity to proudly promote the
Thames area and all that it has to offer, while engaging
with visitors and demonstrating, by the warmth of our
welcome, what a great place it is to visit!”

22 January 2025

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

Summer visitor success

ANNIVERSARYAND
WAITANGIWEEKENDS

Kerbside
collections
There will be no delays
to kerbside schedules

anywhere in the district due to the two upcoming
public holidays. Our contractor’s staff are working
on those days. Thames Coast and Manaia will
have their yellow week collections on Wednesday
29 January and red week on Wednesday
5 February. Thames Rural South and Thames &
Surrounds will have yellow week on Thursday
30 January and red week on Thursday 6 February.
Check your local calendar at tcdc.govt.nz/bindays
Our Refuse and Recycling Transfer Stations are
open daily from 8.30am–5.30pm until daylight
savings ends 5 April, including Anniversary Day and
Waitangi Day public holidays. tcdc.govt.nz/rts

Service centres
Our offices (and AA services) are
closed on Anniversary Day Monday
27 January and Waitangi Day

Thursday 6 February. You can still contact us 24/7
at 07 868 0200, customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

WHAT’SON
Whitianga SummerConcert
Hurry now to get your local discounted tickets to
Greenstone’s Whitianga Summer Concert this coming
weekend. It’s packed full of great entertainment.
greenstoneentertainment.co.nz

KickdownFestival
Get your tickets now for Kickdownmotorcycle festival
based at Joe’s Farm near Whangamatā, on the weekend
of 8 February. The festival combines all the elements
of ultimate motorcycling with music, an open fire meat
cook and lots of night-time entertainment.
kickdown.co.nz

Great to see
The Boer War
Memorial in
Victoria Park
restored to its
former glory,
after the spire
was vandalised
a few years ago.
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S A L E
Malmo chair with footstool

Fletcher recliner chair
(Super suede fabric)

Rome Swivel Rocker chair

Aleta chair with footstoolMoana reclining chair with footrest

Torcello relax chair with
footstool (Genuine cow leather)

Available in storm &
sage colour

Available in Ebony,
New Grey & Black PU

Available in black &
silver grey leather

Buy 1 NOW
$899
Buy 2 NOW
$819 each

RRP $999

NOW $799

Buy 1
$1169
Buy 2
$1079 each

Buy 1
$1169
Buy 2
$1079 each

Buy 1
$899
Buy 2
$799 each

Buy 1
$1709
Buy 2
$1574 each

COUCHES, CHAIRS,
LOUNGE SUITES,
RECLINERS AND MORE!!!

R E L A X & R E C L I N E
R E L A X & R E C L I N E

Available in Ebony, Storm,
Mustttard & Black PU leather

Also available as a 3 seater
reclining sofa

Crypt conservator honoured for graveside work

For a quarter of a century, 
King’s Service Medal recip-

ient Graeme Pearce has been 
tending to Thames’ historic fi-
nal resting places. 

At least twice a week the vol-
unteer caretaker can be found 
among the crumbling walls 
and overgrown headstones 
of Shortland Cemetery, Ta-
raru Cemetery or the urupā at 
Pārāwai. And while he tackles 
the never-ending job of weed 
clearing, grave cleaning and 
general tidying up, he collects 
the stories of the departed. 

Graeme’s interest in the 
cemeteries began when he was 
cleaning a grave belonging to 
his wife’s relatives, and ran 
into acquaintance Kevin Small. 
Kevin took him up the hill to 
the overgrown upper section of 
Shortland Cemetery. 

“He’d found a grave there 
where a headstone had fallen 
over, so he straightened it up, 
and it was a little grave of a 
16-year-old girl, so he decided 
he would tidy it up,” Graeme 
said. 

“I said, ‘that’s a bit of a mess, 
isn’t it?’ He said, ‘yeah, I’m go-
ing to try and do a bit’, and I 
said, ‘okay, that’s what we’ll 
do’.”

For the first several years, 
he would tote his tools up the 
slopes and clear what he could, 
funding the work himself. The 
sites, closed to new burials, 
only receive limited council 
maintenance. 

 In 2017, Thames-Coroman-
del District Council took him 
on as a “council volunteer”, 
which meant he could receive 
assistance for things like petrol 
and line for his weed-eater. 

“Things changed and all this 
health and safety came out, so 
all of a sudden I became a li-
ability and nobody wanted to 
know about me,” Graeme said. 

“In the back of my mind was, 

don’t try and tell me I can’t go 
up there because I am a stub-
born old bugger sometimes. 
Pig-headed, you might say. So 
anyway, they came to a com-
promise.”

Over the years, Graeme has 
become known as the go-to per-
son for gravesite information.
Many of Thames’ historians 
have sought his help over the 
years to find and photograph 

the sites, and his findings are 
uploaded on the Find A Grave 
website. 

“I’ve always liked reading 
about things in history,” he 
said. 

“[And] I’ve got all the maps of 
the cemeteries. I’ve got all the 
information.”

Graeme’s also quite used to 
getting the odd knock on his 
door from people looking for 

Graeme Pearce tends to the tombs of Thames’ earliest residents.                    Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

their loved ones. It can be quite 
emotional, he says, when they 
find what they’re looking for. 

“I’ll take people up there… 
One was right up the back 
to the grave that Kevin first 
found, the 16-year-old girl,” he 
said. 

“I took this lady and her 
brother up there and [she’s] 
taking photos. I said, ‘do you 
realise there’s someone else 
in there?’ I read off the name 
that I had on a bit of paper, 
and she burst out crying. And 
she hugged her brother and I 
thought, what the hell’s going 
on? And [she] was the mother, 
and she had no idea where the 
girl was buried.”

Just as rewarding, Graeme 
says, is when people return 
and start tending to the grave 
themselves. 

“They come back and they 
love it - it’s one of the greatest 
things since sliced bread.”

These days, Graeme has 
slowed down a little. He’s had a 
year off for health reasons, and 
is easing back into it. While it’s 
been discouraging to see the 
regrowth of weeds in his ab-
sence, he’s determined to keep 
going as long as possible. 

“I’ve got two artificial hips 
and an artificial knee, so my 
balance isn’t 100 per cent. I 
don’t do any fancy footwork,” 
he said.

“I’m down to about two and 
a half, three hours now. That’s 
all the body can take.”
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Bupa
Tararu
Retirement
Village

Enquiries from $350,000^

A retirement village that still feels like a village, not a
retirement city.
Bupa Tararu Retirement Village is a warm and welcoming community of like-minded
people. With apartments and villas nestled between the bush and the sea, and views
out to the Firth of Thames, our residents enjoy village life that’s as active or relaxing as
they like.

• Fixed weekly fees
• Well designed, modern kitchen

• 24/7 emergency call system
• Care Home located on site (subject to availability).

Contact Jade on 07 245 1748 or Sonya on 07 245 1746.
109 Wilson Street, Thames | bupa.co.nz/tararu

^Price is for a licence to occupy under an Occupation Right Agreement for an apartment.
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+ more

Fish + supplies

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com • 027 967 1399

animaladdiction.co.nz

Rabbits & Guinea Pigs + supplies

Dog & Cat toys + supplies

locally handmade coats & accessories

Rats & Mice supplies Lizard supplies

Birds + supplies

A haven for pet enthusiasts is what Jessica 
Jennings’ store Animal Addiction at 634 

Pollen St, Thames, is best known for.
Not only is Animal Addiction a one-stop 

shop for pets such as fish, budgies, cocka-
tiels, finches, rabbits and on occasion - rats 
and guinea pigs, it is also the place to get 
pet supplies.

Customers are invited to paws fur a sec-
ond and take a look around.

As a lover of pets and owner of furry 
friends, she wanted to create “one place 
where you can get everything”, so people 
didn’t need to go to more than one location 
for pets and pet goods.

“You can find everything you need for your 
beloved animals, from cozy beds to stylish 
outfits.”

Jessica said fur babies were also wel-
come for an in-store visit with their owners 
to try on clothes, collars and harnesses.

For top-tier advice about pets, pet care 
and to find the right products - Jessica is the 
person to see.

Jessica opened Animal Addiction in Janu-

Paws fur a second at Animal Addiction

ADVERTORIAL

ary, 2021, motivated by her desire to start 
“following my dream”, she said. Back then it 
was only an online store, but as the business 
started to grow, in November, 2023, Jessica 
opened a physical shop in Thames.

A few setbacks resulted in Jessica need-
ing to close the store for six weeks last year.

But it was support from the people of 
Thames who encouraged her to reopen Ani-
mal Addiction at its new location in Novem-
ber, 2024.

“Thank you to the community, if it weren’t 
for them, I wouldn’t have reopened.”

Statue marks memorial milestone
A bronze statue depicting Sir 

Keith Park has been com-
pleted, marking a “most impor-
tant milestone” in the memorial 
of the Thames-born war hero.

The sculpture, designed by 
Helensville artist Joanne Sul-
livan, has been packaged for 
shipment from China, where it 
was cast, to Auckland, where it is 
scheduled to arrive in late Janu-
ary or early February.

Sir Keith Park Memorial Air-
field president Geoff Furkert said 
the development showed that the 
memorial to the Royal Air Force 
veteran at Thames Airfield would 
“indeed be completed”.

The statue will be unveiled 
at the Thames Battle of Britain 
Commemorations, along with 
the inauguration of the complet-
ed memorial, at the airfield this 
September.

“My plan is to make this a truly 
memorable occasion and I am 
working to invite New Zealand 
VIPs at the highest level to attend 
and participate,” Geoff said.

A second Sir Keith Park stat-
ue already stands outside the 
Thames Civic Centre, where it 
was unveiled in April, 2019.

Sculpted by Mark Whyte 
and cast in bronze by Jona-
than Campbell, the Civic Cen-
tre dedication was paid for by a 
$200,000 bequest from Betty 
(Yvonne Elizabeth) Hare, of 

The life-sized, 2.3m bronze statue designed by Helensville artist 
Joanne Sullivan portrays Sir Keith in his flying uniform.             SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Coroglen, who felt Sir Keith de-
served greater recognition in his 
homeland.

The airfield memorial shares 
the same aim - to establish a 
“greater and more appropri-

ate recognition and acknowl-
edgement” of Sir Keith and his 
achievements and successes in 
both peace and war times. Its 
life-sized, 2.3m statue will por-
tray the Air Chief Marshal in his 

flying uniform, looking into the 
distance and awaiting the return 
of his pilots from a mission. 

At his feet, there are impres-
sions of his many medals and 
awards. It will be mounted on a 
plinth under the Hurricane fight-
er aircraft on-site, with landscap-
ing and lighting.

“Back at the clay modelling 
stage, [Joanne] purchased an 
era-true RAF uniform and Mae 
West [an inflatable life jacket] 
from England, which her hus-
band modelled so that she could 
capture how the items fitted, and 
how the folds sat particularly on 
the arms and legs,” Geoff said.

“I am certainly extremely 
happy with her work, her con-
cept for the statue, and the level 
of detail that she has achieved in 
the final work. Joanne has been 
very obliging to work with, as 
when the philanthropic sector 
collapsed through Covid-19, she 
was happy to pause the project, 
then pick it up again when fund-
ing enabled.”

Although sufficient funds have 
been raised to complete the 
bronze statue of Sir Keith Park 
- who died 50 years ago on Feb-
ruary 6 - Geoff said $35,000 was 
still needed to get the memorial 
project to the finish line.
DETAILS: To help, or to get in touch 
email geoff.furkert@xtra.co.nz or 
visit: www.sirkeithparkmemorial.
org.nz.

In Brief
SERIOUS WAIHĪ CRASHES
Two serious crashes occurred near 
Waihī last week, with the first oc-
curring on January 16 when a 
single vehicle crash blocked State 
Highway 2/Tauranga Rd. Police said 
the incident happened about 10km 
south of the Hauraki town just af-
ter 8pm and initial indications were 
that there were serious injuries. 
The following day, January 17, 
emergency services again respond-
ed to a crash - this time involving 
two vehicles - on State Highway 2 
near Tauranga Rd, Waihī. Emer-
gency services received the report 
about 5:40pm and Initial indica-
tions suggested there were serious 
injuries, with the Serious Crash Unit 
having been advised. The crash 
blocked SH2 and diversions were 
put in place at the intersections of 
SH2, Trig Rd South and Waihī Beach 
Rd.
NEW TURUA CLUB MEETING
Newly-formed Turua Sports and 
Recreation Club is holding its first 
meeting for 2025 with a discussion 
planned on how to make the club 
a success. January 26, 2pm at the 
Turua Domain, all welcome. 
A&P SHOW MARKS 100 YEARS
The annual Katikati A&P Show 
takes place at Uretara Domain, 
Katikati on February 4 from 
9am-4pm. The Katikati Society is 
celebrating their 100th show this 
year with a Victorian/art deco 
theme. The public are invited to 
come dressed in era-appropriate 
clothing, and there will be prizes for 
best dressed plus a Fashion Parade. 
The show will also feature the 
regular home industry, equestrian 
and photography categories, the 
pet sheep show, and the Katikati 
Farmers Market. Entry $10; 
children 14 and under are free.
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PROGRAMMES
AVAILABLE FOR 2025

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Wanting to upskill or change direction? These are some of the
FREE options we have available for ALL ages

Retail Level 2 & 3 - Upskill your customer service, learn how
to deal with the public.

Foundation Skills L1, Mechanical Engineering L2,
Intro to Agriculture L2

(these 3 programmes will help you achieve NCEA Level 1 and 2)

Agriculture Level 3 - Te Mahi Whenua (15 weeks)

Horticulture Level 3 (29 weeks)

Health & Well Being Level 3

Prep for Success
Finding out where you are with numeracy & literacy and to upskill

We also offer some fee paying short programmes – Barista and
Defensive driving lessons and Learners courses

Call us for pricing.

500 Pollen St, Thames - 868 8725

I would like to thank all my amazing and
loyal customers for their support over

the last 21 years.
I have now sold the business and wish
Christine all the best for the future and
I am sure you will support her as well.
Once again many thanks to everyone.

My last day of business will be
31 January 2025.

Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Nick is in attendance at the Ngatea office every Thursday

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

Located in Te Puru, Thames Coast

peterandson.co.nz
tony@peterandson.co.nz

022-065-7638

Kiwis set to be first Sahara marathoners
opportunity to do that, but also make an 
impact.”

Jack and Amy are raising money for four 
causes close to their hearts: the Sahara 
Marathon project supporting camp refu-
gees with special needs; the Sahara Mara-
thon project supporting war orphans in re-
storing recently flooded Dakhla camp; the 
New Zealand Refugee Family Reunification 
Trust; and the Toulouse Refugee support 
charity in their current home city.

“Two of the charities are projects specifi-
cally within the refugee camps where we will 
be staying, and are the focus projects being 
supported as part of the marathon event,” 
Jack said. “However, with many refugee 
situations, it’s often difficult for people in 
their home countries to find a connection 
or understanding. As a result, we wanted 
to support two causes closer to home, in 
each of New Zealand - where we’re from 
- and France - where we’re living - so that 
we could increase that connection, but also 
make a small difference in two communities 
that are also so important to us.”

Jack is no stranger to running for a cause.
In 2020, the former Paeroa College Head 

Boy ran the entire 42km Auckland Mara-
thon in gumboots, raising money for Mela-
noma NZ and the Rural Support Trust.

But the change in locale - the terrain of 
the Sahara Marathon is mostly compact 
earth and rocks, with some areas of soft 
sand - will be a new challenge for the couple, 
who decided on a European move to explore 
the world, learn a new language, and add in-
ternational experience to their careers. 

In its 15th year, the Sahara Marathon 
involves participants living with a refugee 
family in their tent for a week, sharing sto-
ries, and supporting local projects.

Jack said he was most excited to meet his 
and Amy’s host family in the refugee camp, 
but was most nervous about attempting to 
run 42km in the middle of a desert.
DETAILS: Jack and Amy are raising funds for 
their causes. To donate, visit Givealittle.co.nz 
and search ‘Footprints For Hope’. 

 Jack Keeys and 
Amy Strang are 

raising funds 
for charity by 

running the Sahara 
marathon.

Photo: SUPPLIED  

CONTINUED FROM P1
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SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz
Showroom: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach • 07 863 5723 • 027 233 7277
sales@owensflooring.co.nz • theflooringfoundation.co.nz • www.owensflooring.co.nz

Floorinngg SSaalleess && IInnssttaallllaattiioonn •• DDoommeessttiicc && CCoommmmercial
Carpets •Vinyls • Laminate & Timber Planking • Floor Sanding

ON SALE NOWON SALE NOW
EXCLUSIVE ““New Release Carpeet Ranges”

HICKS BAY - Soluttion Dyed Nylon Cut Pile Caarpet - 12 colours
STONEFIELDS -- 100%Wool Loop Pile Carppet - 8 colours

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

New home for library as $1.3m reno begins
Renovations are underway to 

breathe new life into Turua’s 
community hall, as its committee 
works on future-proofing the fa-
cility for another half-century. 

The $1.3 million project is ex-
pected to take around 10 years to 
complete, and will be performed 
in stages as funding allows. The 
first step has already begun with 
the acquisition of a portacom to 
house the community library, 
which is currently located in the 
mouldy and leaking front annex 
of the hall. 

“[It] will have air conditioning, 
et cetera, so that the books are 
actually not deteriorating,” Turua 
Hall committee secretary Cynthia 
Bates said. 

“My vision is to also have a drop 
in centre over there that’s open 
during the day … And more types 
of activities like an after school 
homework club, internet, story 
time.”

The portacom, originally owned 
by Barnardos, was moved to the 
hall on January 6, and will be 
shifted into its final spot adjacent 
to the main building once resource 
consents have been approved.

It will have its own separate ac-
cess on Matai St, and along with 
the library it will house toilets, a 
meeting room and Turua Hall’s 
Civil Defence control room. 

Once the library is relocated, 
work can begin on the main hall. 
The library annex will be refur-
bished, reroofed, and outfitted 
with a toilet and kitchenette to 
create a self-contained space. In 
the main hall, the toilets will be 

redeveloped into unisex toilets 
with a shower and change area, 
and ranch sliders and a porch will 
be installed on the Matai St side 
of the building. The stage will be 
replaced with stackable risers and 
acoustic curtains. 

A toilet will also be installed in 
the supper room and kitchen area, 
and another ranch slider installed 
facing the recently-replaced coun-
cil playground. 

At the main entrance, there are 
plans to replace the front meeting 
room with a covered area for un-
loading vehicles. And the building 

needs an external facelift, to deal 
with the peeling paint and broken 
windows. 

The project is ambitious, the 
committee said, but much needed.

“The community use this hall. 
Possibly not as much as we would 
like, but we have a number of reg-
ular users. We also have birthday 
parties, funerals, weddings come 
through and use the hall. And with 
those other [community] halls 
shutting, it will increase the de-
mand for us,” Cynthia said. 

“There’s also a large social con-
nection there between having 

a facility within your area, and 
wanting to be involved with that 
area because there are facilities 
for things to happen,” committee 
president Dave Greenslade said. 

Hauraki Plains district council-
lor Neil Gray said the project was 
inspiring. 

“The council is pretty supportive 
of the communities keeping their 
halls going… Some communi-
ties just can’t sustain it, and some 
communities like Turua are work-
ing really hard to embrace them 
and improve them,” he said. 

“[It helps] make our communi-

Neil Gray, Cyntha Bates and Dave Greenslade are part of the committee planning big things for Turua’s community 
hall. RIGHT: The hall’s new portacom will eventually house the Turua Community Library.       Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

ties vibrant and retain a decent 
population around, that’s critical.”

So far, the committee has re-
ceived an $81,000 grant from 
Lotteries New Zealand, $5000 
from Barnardos, and $6000 from 
the Grassroots Trust. It also has 
funds set aside from previous fun-
draising campaigns, and access 
to Hauraki District Council’s tar-
geted rates for the upkeep of com-
munity halls. 

The committee was also grate-
ful for the support it has received 
from local businesses and com-
munity members, Cynthia said. 
The council donated its internal 
consenting costs, and building re-
location company KT Cartage do-
nated a portion of its fee to move 
the portacom; and local builder 
Roger Brocklehurst regularly vol-
unteers his time to perform main-
tenance on the hall. 

“We draw on [our community] 
quite a bit, but because we’ve got 
so many projects lined up one 
after the other, we don’t want to 
exhaust them. It’s sort of a very 
delicate balancing act,” she said. 
DETAILS: To get involved with Tu-
rua Hall contact Cynthia Bates at 
cbates66@outlook.co.nz
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M5111DH

M7-2 SERIES 
TRACTORS

QUX46 FRONT END

IN STOCK NOW!

W  |   CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ  

PH |   027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

KOPU 07 868 5007 | PAEROA 07 862 7295
WAIHI 07 863 8684 | WAITAKARURU 07 868 9030

www.franklinvets.co.nz

Commercial farm | Pets | Lifestyle farm

100% LOCAL VETS HERE TO HELP

DairyNZ has welcomed changes to 
migrant visas which will help ease 

staffing pressures for dairy farmers.
The government recently announced 

changes to the Accredited Employer 
Work Visa,  which will reduce the mini-
mum experience requirement to two 
years and increase the visa duration for 
some workers to three years.

DairyNZ chief executive Campbell 
Parker said DairyNZ data shows 16 per 
cent of farms didn’t have enough staff 
to meet their needs.

“While our sector employs significant 
numbers of New Zealanders, interna-
tional workers have filled a genuine gap 
in the workforce,” he said.

“Reducing the experience require-
ment for migrants from three years to 
two ensures migrants are sufficiently 
skilled while increasing the number of 
available workers.

“Increasing the visa duration to three 
years for some workers will also help 
add certainty for farmers over the dif-
ferent seasons.”

Other changes announced by the gov-
ernment include the removal of median 
wage requirements.

“The dairy sector is committed to of-
fering competitive wages for skills and 
experience,” Campbell said.

“However, we face the dual challenge 
of a tight local labour market and New 
Zealand equivalent farm experience 
not being readily available overseas. 

As a result, the majority of our inter-
national workforce start as entry-level 
farm assistants, making it challenging 
for businesses to justify paying the me-
dian wage.

Immigration changes welcomed

“The key issue is finding the right set 
of capabilities, as farm businesses are 
complex and require a range of skills.

“Farmers can do their bit by offer-
ing great jobs in great workplaces, in-
cluding good rosters, competitive pay 
and safe work environments, to attract 
these people.”

The value of international workers 
should not be underestimated, he said.

“They and their families, contribute 
to the vibrancy and prosperity of rural 
communities.

“These new changes will align wages 
with local workers while helping to cre-
ate a pathway for migrants.

“We will continue working with the 
government to ensure the immigra-
tion system is robust, sustainable, and 
works for farmers.”

DairyNZ says international workers “filled 
a genuine gap”.                       Photo: SUPPLIED
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HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UNLX104

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader
(require brackets), Covered drive shaft to eliminate feed
wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock &

feeding cradle connection

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length
fork tines for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates &

bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

$10,895 $11,590
+GST +GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Tech aids in Black Jack firefighting
Drone technology helped firefighters 

battle the Black Jack scrub blaze last 
week, which damaged nine hectares of 
steep Kūaotunu terrain.

The vegetation fire broke out on Janu-
ary 11, and between then and January 18 - 
when firefighters handed the land back to 
the Department of Conservation to monitor 
- around 100 Fire and Emergency person-
nel worked to extinguish the blaze.

This included using drones to under-
take thermal imaging flights to identify hot 
spots; flying at night when the weather was 
cooler, incident controller Shane Bromley 
said. “Drone crews come in about 11 o’clock 
at night and they’ll fly ‘til 4 o’clock in the 
morning or until they’re finished. Then they 
transfer their information onto a mapping 
system that we use and the firefighters have 
that on their phones,” he said. 

“So, they can actually pick up the correct 
GPS location where [the hotspots] are and 
they go there with handheld thermal imag-
ing cameras, pick up the hotspot, and either 
dig it up or put water on it.”

Shane said technology was helping in 
firefighting efforts more and more, includ-
ing during natural disasters such as Cy-
clone Gabrielle.

“We can put these machines in places 
where we can’t put firefighters.”

However, helicopters and drones don’t 
mix, he said, and helicopters - often more 
than one - were used daily when extin-
guishing Black Jack.

“We just have to be very, very careful with 
the public, and what I’d really like to state 
is it was really good at the Black Jack fire, 
where none of the public got in our way us-
ing their own drones or anything like that.”

Shane said in one instance, while they 

Between 80-100 fire fighters, including drone and helicopter pilots, worked to extinguish the 
Black Jack fire in Kūaotunu. INSET: A drone was used to find hotspots.          Photos: SUPPLIED

were fighting the Whangamarino wetlands 
fire near Mercer in October last year, heli-
copter pilots using water to extinguish the 
blaze had to go to ground due to a member 
of the public flying a personal drone over 
the site. 

“We stopped operations for 20, 30 min-
utes, and the fire just grew in intensity… we 
lost another 10 hectares,” he said.

Shane also wanted to thank the Kūaotunu 
public for keeping their distance, offering 
food, and being understanding when Black 
Jack Rd had to be closed.

“We’re looking at doing a community up-
date on January 29,” he said. “We just want 
to engage with the community, have a talk, 
a question-and-answer sort of thing.

“I’ve been very proud of our firefighters 
on the ground, our incident management 
team, and also working with the Depart-
ment of Conservation. It just shows how 
working together can have a positive out-
come.”

Fire and Emergency said an investigation 
will take place to determine the cause of the 
fire. 
DETAILS: There is a ban on outdoor fires 
throughout the district and Waikato region 
unless holding a permit. To find out more or 
apply for a permit, visit www.checkitsalright.
nz or phone 0800 658 628.

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990

2011 Jaguar XJ
V8, NZ New, Fully Optioned,

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

$18,990

2015 Ssangyong
Korando Ltd

2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, NZ New, T-Bar

$13,990

2010 Hyundai I30
Auto, NZ New, Alloys

VALUE
$6,990

2006 Toyota Spacio
1.8Ltr Auto, Alloys, Top Condition

$6,990
ONLY

2010 Toyota SIA
Auto, Alloys, Hybrid, Tow Bar,

New Shape

$8,990

2014 Ssangyong
Rexton SPR

Diesel, AWD, 7 Seat, Top Spec Leather

$12,990

‘English Tornado’ in boxing match at Neavesville

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

A boxing match at Neaves-
ville provided the most ex-

citing fisticuff encounter that 
had been staged for some time 
between an Irish ex-champion 
and a fighter known as the Eng-
lish Tornado. 

The Irishman was a tempest 
of executions and the English-
man wary and kitten-like in 
his movements. Suddenly the 
Irishman unwound with a left 
and right to either side of the 
face. 

The Englishman came out for 
the second round with the glint 
of war in his eyes. In the third 
round nothing sensational hap-
pened; it was mostly confined 
to sparring and foot work. The 
fifth round saw the Irishman 
miss with the right and left and 
the Englishman taking advan-
tage whipping in with right and 
left blows to the body. The Irish-
man sagged at the knees and lay 
against the hempen ropes, no 
doubt longing for a restorative 
brew at the Neavesville pub.

Over at Paeroa, a tuatara liz-
ard in transit from Waikino to 

An outback pub at Neavesville.                               Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

Auckland was intercepted by 
Constable Miles.

Possession of the rare reptile 
by a private person was illegal. 
Tuataras, once plentiful in the 
Dominion, had become very 
scarce, and were only found on 
islands adjacent to the main-
land. There was a heavy penalty 

for owning or exporting them 
to try and prevent their total 
extinction.  They were the last 
survivors of an order of reptiles 
that thrived in the age of the 
dinosaurs. Children at Paeroa 
School were shown the lizard; 
probably the first opportunity 
they had of seeing such an ani-

1914

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. What colour is the most visible part 
of a giraffe’s tongue? a) blue/purple 
b) pink or c) yellow/orange?
2. The province in Canada known as 
Nova Scotia, translates from Latin to 
English as ‘New __’ what?
3. The florin, a coin issued in New 
Zealand between 1933 and 1965, was 
worth how many pence?
4. A pungi is defined as a) a wastepa-
per basket, b) a musical instrument 
for charming snakes, or c) a tropical 
sandfly?
5. Was the earliest written record of 
goods being returned due to poor 
quality from a) 377, b) 3,775 or c) 
37,775 years ago?
6. Which of Colleen Hoover’s best-
selling romance novels was written 
first? It Ends with Us or It Starts with 
Us?
7. The first commercial transaction 
made using Bitcoin was in 2010, for 
what item? a) furniture, b) pizza, or c) 
a Tesla car?
8. The flags of Malta, Northern Mari-
anas and Vatican City are the only 
national flags to contain which mono-
chrome colour?
9. Black Doris, Damson, Greengage 
and Luisa are all types of which fruit?
10. Match each band - a) Super-
groove, b) The Supremes, and c) Su-
pertramp - with the country where 
it formed: i. New Zealand, ii. United 
Kingdom, and iii. United States. 

ANSWERS: 1. a) blue/purple; 2. Scotland; 
3. 24; 4. b) a musical instrument for 
charming snakes; 5. b) 3,775 years ago, for 
poor quality copper ingots; 6. It Ends with 
Us; 7. b) pizza - the two pizzas together 
cost 10,000 Bitcoin; 8. Grey; 9. Plums; 10. 
Supergroove - New Zealand; The Supremes 
- US; Supertramp - UK.

mal. Under instructions from 
the Minister for Internal Af-
fairs, the tuatara was forwarded 
to the Auckland Museum.

At Turua meat, tools and a 
rifle were stolen from Bagnall’s 
slaughterhouse. The captain 
and three crew of the scow Ka-
pua were charged with the theft 
at the Thames Police Court. The 
evidence showed that two of the 
crew had entered the premises 
and appropriated the goods. 
The meat was taken to the ship, 
and eaten by all, including the 
captain. 

The captain, knowing the 
meat to have been stolen, did 
not inform an inquiring con-
stable, who boarded the scow 
at Turua. 

The court found that the cap-
tain had been indiscreet, but 
that he had no deliberate in-
tention, and after severely rep-
rimanding him, dismissed the 
case against him. The crew was 
sentenced to three months im-
prisonment.

Meanwhile at Waihī Mr J 
Walker, a leading mine man-
ager recently returned from 
London, outlined an important 
mining scheme for prospecting 
the Waihī field. He proposed, if 
certain concessions were grant-
ed by the Mines Department, 
to drive a tunnel from the sea 
coast to Waihī, five or six miles, 
with numerous crosscuts. 

He planned to lay the scheme 
before the Borough Council, the 
Miners’ Union and the public 
with a view to co-operation. Mr 
Walker said he was assured of 
an abundance of British capital 
if the required mining conces-
sions were granted.
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HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

FoodiesFoodies

Fancy a glass of wine with your 
cheese board while sitting under a 

shady tree?
Then BYO your favourite wine to The 

Cheese Barn at Matatoki and enjoy the 
peace of the countryside while you eat.

The kids love the big outdoor area 
and can feed the animals like alpacas, 
goats, guinea pigs, rabbits, birds, and 
chickens.

The cafe is open 6 days a week from 
9am to 4pm, (the café/kitchen closes 
at 3.30pm). 

They are situated in a picturesque 

area between Thames and Paeroa, only 
5km from Kopu and are on the Hauraki 
Rail Trail so they get plenty of cyclists 
call in for coffee and cheese boards or 
tasty pizzas made with aged cheese.

They use Coffee LaLa beans and 
organic milk processed in the factory.

You can also buy Organic Milk in 1 
Liter glass bottles with a refund on the 
bottle once returned. 

They make their own gelato and 
sorbet ice creams using the same 
organic milk and cream, which are only 
made and sold on site.

They are sold in tubs or cones and 
also on Belgium waffles which are a 
real treat.

There is a breakfast menu served on 
weekends from 9am to midday and the 
waffles are available with mascarpone 
and berry compote or bacon and maple 
syrup. 

Try the eggs benedict or The Big Barn 
Breakfast, which included some of their 
award-winning organic halloumi.

Group visits, talks and cheese tasting 
can be arranged by calling the café and 
making a booking.

Wine and dine at The Cheese Barn
The Cheese Barn offers cheese boards, pizza, gourmet pies, sorbet and gelato, and so much more.

“A party without cake is just a 
meeting.” 

– Julia Child

“Laughter is brightest in the 
place where the food is.” 

– Irish Proverb

“All you need is love. But a 
little chocolate now and then 

doesn’t hurt.” – Charles Schulz

Living in a 
small town 

is something I 
cherish. 

I love the sense of commu-
nity, the feeling of belong-
ing, and the friendly faces 
everywhere. 

Of course, the down-
side is that a quick trip to 
Pak’nSave often turns into 
a longer outing thanks to a 
few impromptu chats. 

But honestly, I wouldn’t 

Discover life lessons in everyday moments
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION trade it for anything.
I want to say a big thank 

you to those who’ve stopped 
me to chat about these little 
reflective articles I write. 

One question I often get is, 
“How do you come up with 
something to write about 
every week?” 

It’s a question that has 
sparked some meaningful 
conversations - and it’s one 
worth sharing here.

The question itself has 
been a gift. 

It’s reminded me of the 
power of intentional reflec-

tion.
Writing these articles 

has become an important 
rhythm in my life because 
it forces me to pay attention 
- to look for teachable mo-
ments in the everyday. 

What’s happening around 
me and in me that holds a 
lesson?

How is life, in all its ups 
and downs, becoming my 
greatest teacher?

This practice has rein-
forced for me the impor-
tance of how we approach 
life. 

Are we open to letting both 
the good and the hard expe-
riences refine us? 

Or do we let them pass by, 
unexamined? 

Do we allow life’s small 
stories to shape us, or do we 
run from them?

Practically, cultivating this 
mindset doesn’t have to be 
complicated. 

At the end of each day, you 
could ask yourself, “What 
did I learn today?” or “What 
did my experiences or obser-
vations teach me?” 

These simple questions can 

turn ordinary moments into 
opportunities for growth.

Life is constantly teaching 
us - if we’re willing to listen. 

What lesson might be un-
folding around you today?
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust 
Youth Worker. He and his team 
provide mentoring and resilience 
programmes across Thames and 
Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about sup-
porting our young people to thrive. 
Much of this work is funded outside 
of schools and it becoming increas-
ingly challenging in the current cli-
mate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly 
newsletter or to become a supporter.

Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz
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15 Te Aroha Road, Paeroa
Phone: 07 862 7579

PAEROA COLLEGE
“Excellence in Everything”

Uniform Shop and Chromebook Distribution:
Wednesday 29th January Year 9 Students only

8.30am - 3.30pm
Thursday 30th January Year 10, Year 13 Students and

Sibling Day 8.30am - 3.30pm
(if you have students across various year levels)

Monday 3rd February - Year 11 and Year 12 Students only
8.30am - 3.30pm

School is closed Thursday 6th February for Waitangi Day

School Office open from 29th January
• Tuesday 28th January - Head Student Leadership Day
• Wednesday 29th January - Course Confirmation and

Enrolments
• Thursday 30th January - Course Confirmation and Enrolments
• Monday 3-5 February - Year 13 Camp
• Tuesday 4-5 February - Year 11 NCEA Course and Year 12

1st Aid Course 9.00am - 3.00pm
• Friday 7 February - Year 9 and all new students Pōwhiri

starting at 9.45am - all new students please assemble in the
gym by 9.00am. Returning Year 10 – Year 13 students, school
starts at 8.55am

Late enrolment paperwork due by Friday 24th January

Welcome to 2025

* Focusing on engaging
children in real life learning

* Rural school environment
close to town

* Small class sizes
* One to one digital devices
* Personalised learning
* School van pick up and drop

off with door to door service
within the local area of a
10km radius, or by negotiation

Contact Chris Patel principal@kopuarahi.school.nz to arrange a visit.

KOPUARAHI SCHOOL
Bush Road, Ngatea | 867 5048

office@moana.school.nz
www.moana.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/Moanataiari
instagram:@moanataiarischool

Learning & Growing Together
• No Enrolment Zone

• Committed to excellence

• Writers Toolbox

• Pr1me Maths

• A Safe and Happy Environment

New Enrolments Welcome

Term 1 starts: 30th Jan 2025

Family Fun Night: 7th Feb 2025

Beginners’ Evening: 6th Mar 2025

MOANATAIARI
SCHOOL

101 Kuranui Street
Thames, 3500

868 6504
021 026 34461

Student Life ADVERTISING FEATURE

A place of growth, discovery, connection
Tucked away among lush green spaces and 

shaded by mature trees, Kopuarahi School 
is more than just a place of learning - it’s a wel-
coming haven where children thrive.

With its blend of natural and thoughtfully 
designed play areas, our school offers a unique 
setting where children can grow both academi-
cally and personally. At the heart of our school’s 
mission is a deep commitment to the principles 
of kaitiakitanga - guardianship of the land - and 
sustainability, which are woven throughout our 
curriculum. We believe learning goes beyond 
the classroom, and our students are encour-
aged to build meaningful connections with the 
world around them. 

Whether exploring the outdoors, working 
together on projects, or engaging in hands-on 
learning, every day is an opportunity for discov-
ery. Our approach to education places strong 
emphasis on developing essential literacy and 
numeracy skills, while also nurturing creativ-
ity, curiosity, and collaboration. We view learn-
ing as an ongoing journey, where our role is to 
guide, inspire, and support each child as they 
grow and explore their potential. Every student 
is encouraged to ask questions, take risks, and 
discover new paths forward. What truly sets 
Kopuarahi School apart is our dedication to 

small class sizes, which allow us to create close, 
personal connections with our students and 
their families. 

We believe that education is most powerful 
when it is tailored to each child’s needs, inter-
ests, and abilities. Our dedicated and profes-
sional team works tirelessly to ensure every 
child feels valued and supported, helping them 
unlock their unique talents and untapped po-
tential. With a vision that looks to the future, 
our curriculum is designed to equip students 
with the skills and resilience needed to navigate 
a rapidly changing world.

We foster adaptability, a strong sense of so-
cial responsibility, and the confidence to be-
come active, thoughtful contributors to society. 
At Kopuarahi School, every student is seen as 
an integral part of our community. Here, we 
celebrate the joy of learning, the beauty of 
curiosity, and the importance of caring for one 
another and the world around us. 

It is a place where each child’s potential is 
nurtured, and where the values of kindness, 
respect, and discovery are at the heart of all we 
do. If you’d like to learn more about our school 
and how we can support your child’s journey, 
we’d love to hear from you.

- Supplied by Kopuarahi School

Kopuarahi School kids 
explore and learn 

together.
Photo: SUPPLIED
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• Our motto, Tama Tu Tama Ora (literally he who stands lives) carries the message that to get
anywhere in life, you have to get up and get going.

• We hold to a high expectations, no blame, no excuses approach in everything we do.

• Our guiding principles are: You Have Value; Others Matter and We Succeed Together. These
underpin our expectations that our students are becoming good people who work hard.

• We teach through a back to basics approach in reading, writing and mathematics along with
a sound foundation in Social Sciences and Science, with engaging programmes in PE, the Arts
and Technology.

• We want our students to be well prepared for secondary schooling and for life beyond
school: developing work ready attributes; understanding how money works; becoming
self-disciplined young people who pursue a healthy life style; and contributing one’s time and
talents to community.

Enrolmentt Information: Coontact Ngaire Harris
Email: princcipal@kaihere.sschool.nz
Mob 021 7566 441111

Start of Year Information:
Opeenn for education:
9am MMoonday 3 February 2025 ffor all students.

Kaihere School
1115B State Highway 27

(07) 867 7081
Principal: Ngaire Harris

principal@kaihere.school.nz

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Kaihere School was established more 
than 100 years ago, through the 

good will and hard work of the local com-
munity.

Good people, working hard is firmly in 
our DNA and continues to be the expecta-
tions for staff and students alike. 

So what do we mean by ‘good’? 
When we say of a person that they are 

a good human being, we mean that they 
are respectful, responsible, considerate 
of others, gracious and honest. They use 
their time and talents to contribute to the 
lives of others, and in this, find meaning 
and purpose in life. 

Why ‘working hard’?
Nothing great is easily won and effort 

is needed to achieve anything worthwhile 
in life.A ‘high expectations, no blame, no 
excuses’ attitude to learning and life is 
called for, along with support by family 
and school. Putting in the hard work re-
quires diligence, perseverance, determi-
nation and resilience. We need our stu-
dents to work hard in their learning.

If they leave primary school without a 
sound foundation in reading, writing and 
mathematics, then future pathways and 
life outcomes are likely to narrow down.

A back to basics approach is urgently 
needed if we are to ensure that our young 
people have what they need to be learn-
ing ready, life ready, work ready and world 

Why ‘good people, 
working hard’?

Farewell to Carolyn Purcell: 
a legacy of excellence
After 31 years of dedicated service, Car-

olyn Purcell is retiring from Hauraki 
Plains College. Since joining the school in 
1993 as secretary/receptionist, Carolyn 
has held a variety of key roles, including 
executive officer, finance/payroll, board 
secretary, support staff manager, prin-
cipal’s personal assistant, and a valued 
member of several board committees.

Throughout her career, Carolyn has role 
modelled our guiding principle, “excel-
lence is our tradition”. Carolyn’s journey 
has been marked by her efficiency, pro-
fessionalism, and dedication. Known for 
her ability to navigate the complexities of 
school operations with grace, her astute-
ness and valued support have been cru-
cial to ensuring the school runs smoothly.

With a heart of gold and strong loyalty, 

Carolyn not only excelled in her roles but 
also kept a broader perspective on how 
the school was functioning, always work-
ing in its best interests.

Support staff are the backbone of any 
school, and Carolyn has been an incred-
ible support to all staff, tirelessly working 
to make their jobs easier. She has been 
much more than a colleague to many - 
becoming an ally and friend. Everyone 
needs a Carolyn in their lives. Carolyn’s 
positive impact has touched hundreds, 
if not thousands, of staff, students, and 
community members during her time at 
Hauraki Plains College. As she embarks 
on a well-deserved retirement, we extend 
our heartfelt gratitude and best wishes to 
Carolyn and her husband Rick.

- Supplied by Hauraki Plains College

Carolyn Purcell 
is retiring from 
Hauraki Plains 

College after 
31 years as 

an incredible 
support to all 

staff, tirelessly 
working to make 
their jobs easier.

“Carolyn’s 
positive impact 

has touched 
hundreds, if not 

thousands, of 
staff, students 

and community 
members.”

Photo: SUPPLIED

ready. If we don’t get the basics right, the 
alternative for too many is poorer health, 
uncertain employment, financial insecu-
rity, and ultimately less fulfilling and sat-
isfying lives. It is not just about working 
hard in learning.

We also need to be working hard at be-
ing and becoming a good person, a trust-
worthy friend, a reliable employee – in 
short, a decent human being who shows 
respect, cares for others and uses one’s 
talents for self growth and in the service 
of others. As a society, it is as important 
as ever to raise a generation who are 
good people, working hard. 

- Ngaire Harris
Principal Kaihere School

Ngaire Harris
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ENROLMENT | 2025

Our Vision:
Kia Māia, Ki Hiranga, Kia Ngākau nui
Be courageous, Strive for excellence, Be of big heart.

“Students learn in caring and inclusive environments.”
(Education Review Office)

We provide a well rounded, rich curriculum with plenty
of opportunities and resources for all of our learners.
www.parawai.school.nz Facebook: Proudly Pārāwai

Enrolment days: 30th January 2025 9am-12pm
31st January 2025 9am-12pm

Why Matatoki School?
• Outstanding Teaching: Expert, passionate teachers who inspire a love for learning.
• Amazing students: Our students support each other and demonstrate our

School CARE values academically and socially. They love to participate positively in a
wide range of activities and sports. Our students are our greatest assets.

• Achievement-Focused: High expectations and tailored support for every child.
• Wellbeing Matters:We foster confidence, resilience, and lifelong success.
• Beautiful Grounds: Lush gardens, open spaces, and an onsite pool for a balanced,

enriching experience.
• Community Spirit: A school where families and staff work together to support

student growth.

Contact Us Today: 07 868 1079
(If you wish to meet with the Principal before school starts, please text 0211062010 or

email principal@matatoki.school.nz)
Principal: Hine Viskovich

Web:https://www.matatoki.school.nz
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/MatatokiSchool/

View our ERO Report 2024: https://ero.govt.nz/institution/1819/matatoki-school

Matatoki School – Where
Teaching Excellence
Inspires Bright Futures
Vibrant Learning, Rural

Charm, Limitless Potential

Matatatoki School Values: Courage • Attitiude • Respect • Excellence

Matatoki School Motto:
“Achieving Excellence Together-

Rere totika, Rere pai, Rere rungarawa re e”
Weachieve excellence throughnurturinghighexpectations

of ourselves andeachother

Limited Spaces Available for
2025!

Don’t miss the opportunity to
give your child the gift of an

exceptional education in a warm,
welcoming community.

Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Pārāwai School is looking forward to an amaz-
ing, learning-filled year in 2025, with loads of 

new innovations and experiences being rolled 
out for learners.

Over the summer holidays, the new bike and 
scooter track, that has been fundraised for by 
the school community, and with grants from the 
We Care Community Trust and Pub Charity, will 
be built for the students and community.

The school is looking forward to seeing the 
students active and involved with their ‘wheels’ 
at break times, and also on the way to and from 
school. 

This year, learners at Pārāwai School were 
lucky enough to be the pilot students for the 
new Ngāhere Discovery Space in the Kauaeran-
ga Valley. This space is the home for the ‘Bush 
School Programme’, where learners can con-
nect with and learn about our natural environ-
ment in the amazing space on their back door 
step.

All classes and students get the opportunity 
to visit this space in terms 1, 2 and 4 in 2025, to 
build on knowledge and experience over time.

The valuable collaboration and connections 

that form in this Education Outside the Class-
room are proving to be so enriching for the stu-
dents and parents, who volunteer their time to 
support this programme. 

Next year, Pārāwai School will also be launch-
ing their new Year 7-8 Technology Programme 
based at the school. They have recently pur-
chased a new laser cutter for the students to 
use to create new products, in one of the six 
streams of technology over the year.

Other streams include cooking/hospitality, 
engineering, soft materials and movie making. 
Collaboration with the local Menz Shed will 
also give students the amazing opportunity to 
design and create projects with hard materials, 
but also create community connections.

In small groups of 10-12, these students are 
getting an amazing learning opportunity, and 
developing real-life problem-solving and crea-
tive thinking skills along the way. 

If you want to see more, and keep up-to-date 
with all these innovations, check out the Pārāwai 
School Facebook page (Proudly Pārāwai), or 
look at the website; www.parawai.school.nz.

-Supplied by Pārāwai School

Big year planned at Pārāwai

Matatoki a fantastic place to learn
Just a 10-minute drive from the cen-

tre of Thames, at Matatoki School, 
teaching excellence is at the heart of 
everything we do.

Our dedicated educators, stun-
ning rural surroundings, and focus 
on achievement and wellbeing cre-
ate the perfect environment for your 
child to thrive.

Matatoki School offers a warm and 
welcoming space for students in Years 
1 to 8, where they can learn and flour-
ish within an inclusive and safe com-
munity. 

The school features excellent fa-
cilities, including four classrooms, 
upgraded car park, new sports courts, 
a refreshed field, a large hall, a swim-
ming pool, and spacious playgrounds. 

Set in a peaceful rural location, 
Matatoki offers students plenty of op-
portunities for sports, cultural activi-
ties, and outdoor adventures all year 
round.

Our close-knit school community 
is supported by enthusiastic parents 
who play an active role in creating 
a friendly and collaborative atmos-
phere. This strong partnership makes 
Matatoki School a fantastic place for 
students to learn, grow, and enjoy 
their time at school.

Spaces for the 2025 school year are 
limited. 

This is your chance to provide your 
child with an exceptional education in 
an environment that fosters growth, 
curiosity, and a sense of belonging.

Join our warm and welcoming com-
munity, where every child is encour-
aged to have fun, thrive and reach 
their full potential in a positive and 
supportive environment.

- Supplied by Matatoki School

The AIMs Games team.               Photos: SUPPLIED

Students enjoy the ‘Bush School Programme’, left, and the new bike and scooter track plan. 

The school production of The Lost Chick. 

Matatoki School Kapa Haka performance.
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Student Life
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Exciting changes are coming to Thames 
Coast Community Kindergarten.

From February 3, we’re introducing ex-
tended hours to better support our com-
munity. Our new schedule runs from 8am 
to 3:30pm, offering six-hour sessions for 
children aged 2-5 years.

These extended hours are a response to 
parent feedback, ensuring greater flexibility 
for busy families while maintaining the nur-
turing environment we’re known for.

Join us at our Open Day on January 28, 
10am to 1pm at 4 West Crescent, Te Puru, 
for a sausage sizzle and a play at kindy.

It’s a great chance to see our space, meet 
our teachers and find out how our kindy 
works. 

As a small, non-profit kindy, we aim to 
provide a vibrant, supportive space for chil-
dren to grow and thrive. 

Less than 15 minutes from Thames, our 

green space, large outdoor play area, pas-
sionate team and family-centered ethos 
make us a unique choice for local families.

We enjoy a strong connection with Te 
Puru School and offer a transition pro-
gramme for kindy children moving on to 
school.

We have an early bird offer for new enrol-
ments received before January 31. Enrol for 
30 hours per week (6 hour sessions, 5 days 
a week) to receive NO FEES and a $20 Pak 
n Save voucher (limited to first 8 new enrol-
ments). 

Open Day on Jan 28, 10am to 1pm @ 
Thames Coast Community Kindergarten, 4 
West Cres, Te Puru.

Enroll now to start from February 3, 2025. 
Daily sessions for 2-5 years, any six hours 
between 8am to 3.30pm. Email tcckindy@
gmail.com or visit tcckindy.co.nz

- Supplied by Kate McGee, TCCK chair

Open day and new hours at Thames 
Coast Community Kindergarten

Culture and environment 
priorities at Central Kids
Central Kids Paeroa Kindergarten has 

been providing early childhood educa-
tion in our community for over 50 years, and 
is proud to have built strong relationships 
with many generations of whānau.

The fully qualified teaching team is pas-
sionate about supporting tamariki to learn 
through play – by doing, asking questions, 
interacting with others, problem solving, 
and the purposeful use of quality resources 
within a safe, fun and stimulating environ-
ment.

Older tamariki enjoy regular visits to the 
ngahere (bush), which allows them to ex-
plore the wonders of nature, make new 
discoveries, develop their physical skills, 
exercise their imagination and connect with 
Papatūānuku (Mother Earth).

Kindergarten kaiwhakaako (head teach-
er) Rachel says ngahere visits are a special 
part of the curriculum at Paeroa Kindergar-
ten. “Being outside in nature, with space and 
opportunity to explore, makes our tamariki 
so happy. It gives them so many opportuni-
ties to learn about the world around us, and 
builds the foundation for them to become 
future kaitiaki of our environment.”

The kindergarten’s inclusive learning en-
vironment welcomes whānau to be part of 
their child’s learning journey, with plenty of 
opportunities to get involved.

Interacting with whānau, friends, com-
munity groups and services gives tamariki 
a strong sense of identity within our local 
community, and prepares them well for the 
transition to kura (school). Te ao Māori is wo-
ven throughout the curriculum of all Central 
Kids kindergartens, with te reo Māori me 
ona tikanga (Māori language and protocols) 
embraced and thriving.

Rachel says the kindergarten values the 
language, culture and identity of all tama-
riki, and actively promotes the use of te reo 
Māori. “One of our goals is for our tamariki 
to be confident in te reo Māori to ensure the 
language thrives. We learn local waiata and 
use te reo Māori in everything we do.”

Paeroa Kindergarten is a special place 
that supports tamariki to grow to their full 
potential. Central Kids believes quality edu-
cation should be something that all tama-
riki can experience, and provides flexible 
financial and accessibility options to ensure 
no tamariki miss out.

The door is always open, you are wel-
come to pop in for a visit any time.

- Supplied by Central Kids Paeroa
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Stiff, 4 Leave in the lurch, 14 Salve, 15 Droll, 16 Vibrations, 17 Elect, 19 Fir, 20 Reserve,
21 Witnessed, 22 Urgent, 25 Calculate, 27 Mettle, 28 Flashy, 33 Takes apart, 35 Mar, 36 Accord, 37 Prop,
39 Cub, 41 Disdain, 42 Gateau, 43 By degrees, 44 Radio, 45 Tendency, 50 By, 51 Vendetta, 55 Deuce,
58 Masticate, 59 Talent, 60 Swollen, 61 Raw, 63 Dais, 64 Celery, 65 Ebb, 66 Bankruptcy, 68 Mayhem,
69 Poison, 71 Broadened, 76 Porous, 77 Surcharge, 79 Learner, 81 Nor, 84 Corgi, 85 Regulation, 86 Lucky,
87 Envoy, 88 My lips are sealed, 89 Shine.

DOWN: 2 Turret, 3 False, 5 Exit, 6 Verdict, 7 Intent, 8 Tools, 9 Easiest, 10 Used, 11 Cherry, 12 Aloft,
13 Hearsay, 14 Steeple, 18 Evacuation, 23 Clear, 24 Placebo, 26 Amended, 27 Mercury, 29 Serpent,
30 Malice, 31 Impel, 32 Cradle, 34 Tear, 36 Abode, 38 Pasta, 40 Aged, 45 Timid, 46 Nastily, 47 Eric,
48 Chalet, 49 Curry, 50 Between, 52 Now or never, 53 Ellipse, 54 Trench, 55 Develop, 56 Clubs, 57 Snub,
62 In-law, 67 Secrecy, 68 Meander, 70 Squirms, 72 Regatta, 73 Quarry, 74 Vaults, 75 Weaken, 76 Prove,
78 Cigar, 80 Rough, 82 Fiji, 83 Cope.

ACROSS
1 Flooded (5)
4 Horrified (8)
9 Idle scrawl (6)
14 Decorate (5)
15 Very fast and
efficiently (4,1,4,2,5)
17 Wheel covers (5)
18 Hardened (3)
19 Greek mountain (7)
20 Spear-shaped food
(9)
21 Play text (6)
24 Dangled (9)
25 Clippers (6)
26 Move about
restlessly (6)
29 Toys (10)
31 Be in debt (3)
32 Reign (6)
33 At a great altitude
(4)
35 Total (3)
37 Siamese (4)
39 Deserted (9)
40 Viewer (9)
41 Surly youth (5)
42 Went over (8)
47 In a doltish manner
(8)
51 Farewell (5)
55 Sets free (9)
56 Projecting strip of
land (9)
58 Autograph (4)
59 Wind up (3)
60 Nobleman (4)
61 Bow user (6)
62 Fire residue (3)
63 Branch of medical
science concerning the

elderly (10)
66 Bovine creatures
(6)
67 Deadly epidemic (6)
69 Barriers (9)
72 Defective (6)
73 Dancer’s spin (9)
75 Conspicuous (7)
77 Mineral spring (3)
80 Bring upon oneself
(5)
81 Always be
seemingly protected by
magic (4,1,7,4)
82 Upright (5)
83 Fled (6)
84 Ambled (8)
85 Thwarts (5)

DOWN
2 Eddy (9)
3 Water vapour (5)
5 Gone by (4)
6 Stimulated sexually
(7)
7 Newspaper column
(4,3,5)
8 Broad triangular river
mouth (5)
9 Argue about (7)
10 Expletive (4)
11 Song words (6)
12 Lift (5)
13 Immediate (7)
14 Painkilling drug (7)
16 Germans’ name for
Germany (11)
22 Strain injury (6)
23 Condition in a
contract (7)
24 Horizon (7)

25 Unfluctuating (6)
27 Shone, sparkled (7)
28 Pressing (6)
30 Foam (4)
32 Orb (5)
34 Rugged (5)
36 Halt (4)
38 Evil spell (3)
42 Girl’s name (5)
43 Floor show (7)
44 Gain by work (4)
45 Obtain through
intimidation (6)
46 Passenger ship (5)
48 Not obtainable (11)
49 Covers for loss (7)
50 Journey segment
(3)
51 Roading material
(7)
52 Modernise (6)
53 Alfresco (2,3,4,3)
54 Unexpected
drawback (4)
57 Imaginary (6)
64 Psychedelic, vivid
(9)
65 Enthusiastic
approval (7)
66 Bunch (7)
68 Questioned
intensively (7)
70 School bag (7)
71 Plaster wall coating
(6)
72 Doomed (5)
74 Multicoloured
gemstones (5)
76 Snow house (5)
78 Worry (4)
79 Large plant (4)

 SUDOKU               184

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                204

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

Mufasa: The Lion King (118 mins) PG. “Mufasa: The Lion King” enlists Rafiki to relay the legend of
the unlikely rise of the beloved king of the Pride Lands, introducing an orphaned cub called Mufasa.
Paddington in Peru (106 mins) PG. Follow Paddington and the Brown family as they visit Aunt
Lucy in Peru, but a mystery sends them to the Amazon rainforest and up Peruvian mountains.
Spontaneous Combustion: Songs for Barry Brickell + Pluck (72mins + 22mins) E.
A celebration of Barry Brickell’s legacy and Driving Creek Railway. Preceded by ‘Pluck’ - Facing a battle
with cancer, Jean Neshausen is on a mission to weave her last Korowai, a final gift to her daughter.
We Live In Time (108 mins) M. An up-and-coming chef and a recent divorcée find their lives forever
changed when a chance encounter brings them together, in a decade-spanning, deeply moving romance.
Moana 2 (100 mins) PG. After receiving an unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors, Moana
must journey to the far seas of Oceania and into dangerous, long-lost waters for an adventure.
Wicked (160 mins) PG. The story of how a green-skinned woman framed by the Wizard of Oz
becomes the Wicked Witch of the West; feature film based on the Broadway musical.
Anora (139 mins) R16. Anora, a sex worker from Brooklyn, gets her chance at a Cinderella story when
she meets and marries the son of an oligarch. Once the news reaches Russia, her fairytale is threatened.
Conclave (120 mins) M. Follows Cardinal Lomeli as he oversees the group of Cardinals
responsible for selecting a new Church leader while trying to uncover a secret from the late Pontiff.
Lee (117 mins) M. The story of photographer Elizabeth ‘Lee’ Miller, a fashion model who became
an acclaimed war correspondent for Vogue magazine during World War II.

Movies from Thursday 23 January to Wednesday 29 January
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

This year promises to be 
a big year of movies, 

from big Marvel blockbust-
ers to live-action remakes 
and new family flicks. Here, 
we’ll take a look at five up-

coming movies to get excited about in 2025.
A Minecraft Movie
Arriving in cinemas in April is the highly 
anticipated A Minecraft Movie. This movie 
was actually filmed here in New Zealand 
this year. The film stars Jason Mamoa, Aq-
uaman, Jack Black, School Of Rock, Jennifer 
Coolidge, The White Lotus, Kate Mckinnon, 
Barbie, Jemaine Clement, Flight Of The 

Conchords, Moana, Emma Myers Wednes-
day, Dannille Brooks, The Colour Purple and 
more. The film will be an adaptation of one 
of the biggest video games of all time. From 
the trailers released, it looks like they have 
the look of the blocky world nailed! 
Superman
Superman is returning! Superman is un-
doubtedly the most recognizable superhero 
of all time, and after more than 10 years, the 
hero is being brought back to the big screen 
in his own solo film. 
David Cornsweet has been cast in the lead 
role, and from the set photos so far, he looks 
amazing. James Gunn, the director of Mar-
vel’s funny and hugely successful Guard-
ians Of The Galaxy films, will helm this film, 
which he also wrote the screenplay for. This 
film will also mark the beginning of the new 

DC universe. The film releases in cinemas in 
July,  2025.
Mission Impossible: Final Reckoning
Slated to be the final Mission Impossible 
film, Tom Cruise returns as Ethan Hunt in 
the eighth film in the franchise, set to be 
released in May. Tom Cruise is yet again try-
ing to pull off another incredible stunt in this 
film, after riding a motorbike off a cliff in the 
last one, this time he is going underwater. As 
always, this upcoming final Mission Impossi-
ble film promises to be high stakes, and full 
of great action.
Wicked: Part 2
After the huge success of this years Wicked 
film, which is already the highest gross-
ing musical broadway adaptation film of 
all time, it is nearly time to see some more 
Wicked when the second and final part of 

the film arrives in cinemas next year in No-
vember, exactly one year after the release 
of Wicked: Part 1. Cynthia Erivo and Ariana 
Grande will return in their lead roles, and 
this film reportedly will star Dorothy and will 
retell the Wizard Of Oz plot during the film.
Avatar: Fire And Ash
Avatar is the highest grossing film of all 
time. Avatar: The Way Of Water, the se-
quel to Avatar, is the third highest gross-
ing film of all time. In December, 2025, 
the third film in the Avatar franchise will 
arrive, and is sure to be a hit blockbuster.  
The upcoming film promises to have incred-
ible visuals like the previous films and emo-
tional stakes. The plot of this upcoming film 
is set to centre around fire people, after the 
exploration of water people in the previous 
Avatar film.

The most anticipated movies to hit the big screen in 2025
By ALI KOIA-HAMLING, Paeroa 
College student

POP CULTURE

Matheson clan chief to open Highland Games
A clan chief will be a special 

VIP at this year’s Paeroa 
Highland Games and Tattoo, 
held on February 8.

Chief of Clan Matheson, Sir 
Alexander Matheson, will be 
making a private visit to New 
Zealand alongside his wife 
Lady Katharine Matheson for 
Paeroa’s popular Scottish cel-
ebration.

There, they will join 14 oth-
er clans in the Clan Village at 
the Paeroa Domain - complete 
with a Highland Bar and Vari-
ety Stage.

According to the event com-
mittee, the clan concept dated 
back to the 12th century when 
the Scottish clans were origi-
nally extended networks of 
families who had loyalties to a 
particular chief; the history of 
a family clan was complex and 
interwoven.

Historically, the main func-
tion of a chief was to lead the 
clan in battle on land and sea.

Now, the role of a clan chief 
is largely ceremonial; repre-
senting the clan and its herit-
age to the wider world.

Sir Alexander Matheson, 
eighth Baronet of Lochalsh, is 
the 28th chief of the Matheson 
clan. 

He succeeded to the baron-
etcy and to the chiefship on the 
death of his father Sir Fergus 
Matheson in 2017.

Following three years at 

Durham University Sir Alex-
ander joined the Coldstream 
Guards as his father, grandfa-

ther, three uncles, three first 
cousins and both godfathers 
had done

before him. He served as a 
regular officer from 1973 to 
2001 in the United Kingdom 

Sir Alexander Matheson, and his wife Katharine will attend Paeroa’s popular Scottish celebration.       Photo: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

and on overseas postings.
Paeroa Highland Games and 

Tattoo president Richard Hor-
nell said the committee was 
“honoured” to have Sir Alex-
ander Matheson attending and 
taking part in the event this 
year.

“The clan march is part of 
our 10.30am official opening 
ceremony. 

“This year, the march will be 
led by Clan Matheson, and Sir 
Alexander Matheson will also 
be taking in our spectacular 
evening Tattoo,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Clan Village 
and Scottish shops were an-
other important aspect of the 
Games; they were a great op-
portunity for visitors to find 
out more about Scottish cul-
ture and history, he said.
DETAILS: The 32nd Paeroa High-
land Games and Tattoo will be 
held on Saturday, February 8 at 
the Paeroa Domain. At 10.30am, 
Sir Alexander Matheson will 
lead the Mathesons and all 
other clans into the main arena 
for the opening ceremony. Also 
on show will be the pipe band 
competition, highland danc-
ing, caber tossing, and hammer 
throwing. The evening tattoo 
will take place from 6pm-9pm. 
Tickets $25 at the gate. Children 
under 15 are free with an ac-
companying adult. For the full 
programme and more info visit 
paeroahighlandgames.co.nz.



CALL THE EXPERTS

Hunts Home Kills
For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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If you have an electrical problem or pro-
ject that you are thinking of, Cool Elec-

tric is the business to contact.
The team of registered, experienced 

electricians cover a wide variety of com-
mercial and domestic work ranging from, 
but not limited to, new builds, renova-
tions, repairs, air conditioning/heat pump 
sales, installations, servicing and repairs, 
LED Lighting, EV charging, security light-
ing, alarms, CCTVs and commercial refrig-
eration.

Services are delivered to the Thames, 
Thames Valley, Hauraki Plains, South 

Auckland and Coromandel Peninsula ar-
eas.

Having been based in Thames for many 
years, both the business and staff are part 
of the wider community and have been in-
volved in many community projects and 
services such as land search and rescue, 
the coast guard, the Thames fire brigade, 
the mountain safety council.

So, if you have an electrical query, why 
not contact Cool Electric Ltd and see if 
they can help you.
CONTACT: Call 07 868 7151 or email 
coolelectric@xtra.co.nz.

Community and service at Cool Electric



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

Church Notices

Situations Vacant

For Lease

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper to 

everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who did not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , 
Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council offices, 
Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/Takenote, 
Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull Service 
Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu Dairy, 
Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, Paper 
Power, Thames 4 Square, Carson’s Bookshop, Thames 
Council Offices, Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy            KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Gardening

Death Notice
Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries

Public Notice

Public Notice

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

Handyman 

Handyman 

Pets
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

Storage

Storage

Roof Cleaning

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5.00pm Friday

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
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KITCHENS
Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

MOTORCYCLE MECHANIC
Whyteline are seeking a qualified mechanic to join 

our busy motorcycle workshop. 
Full-time, permanent, Monday to Friday role. 

Send a copy of your CV to 
marketing@whyteline.co.nz 

or call 07 862 8783 to learn more. 

MOTORCYCLE SERVICE MANAGER
Whyteline are seeking a qualified mechanic with 

management experience to run 
our busy motorcycle workshop. 

Full-time, permanent, Monday to Friday role.  
Send a copy of your CV to 

marketing@whyteline.co.nz 
or call 07 862 8783 to learn more. 

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Painter
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings - 
January 2025

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of January 2025 in 
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
1 William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Council
Wednesday, 29 January 2025, 9:00am
District Licensing Committee 
Thursday, 30 January 2025, 10:00am 
Hearing of Application for Special Licence -  
D. McLean/M Horncy, Valley Poker Run
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

ADLAM, Richard 
Harry (Dick):
Passed away peacefully 
at Thames Hospital 
on 16th January, 
2025; aged 86. Loved 
husband of Coral. 
Loved father of Bruce, 
Suzanne and Karen. 
Loved grandad to all 
his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
A private funeral has 
been held, as he 
wished.
Many thanks to Thames 
Hospital staff and St 
John Ambulance. 
Communications to 
5 Merrimana Drive, 
Thames 3500.

HARDIE, Jill 
(nee Hounsell):
Passed away peacefully 
in Tairua on 16 January 
2025; aged 95 years. 
Loved wife of the late 
Alex. Much loved 
mother of Liz and 
Wesley Garratt, Bill 
and Julie Hardie, Ian 
and Joanna Hardie.  
Cherished grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
Loving sister of Janet 
Crisford and the late 
Don Hounsell.
She is ‘present with the 
Lord’ whom she loved.
A service to celebrate 
Jill’s life will be held 
at St Francis Anglican 
Church, 248 Main Road, 
Tairua on Friday 24 
January at 11:00am. 
In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to St John Ambulance 
Tairua bank a/c no 
030458-0210325-00, 
or via St John donation 
box at the funeral.
Messages to C/- 7 Tui 
Terrace, Tairua 3508.

WHITE, Jacqueline 
June (Crabb / Clark):
Passed away in 
Whanganui Hospital at 
5.30am on 15-01-2025.
Special younger 
sister of Barbara 
(Ngaruawahia) and 
Patricia (Waiomu).

Our loving memory of 
Jackie will always be 

with us.
Many thanks to the staff 
of Whanganui Hospital 
and also to her husband 
Paul who was her carer 
for many years.

BURROWS ROOF 
CLEANING

For moss, mould etc 
removal. Gutters cleaned, 
paths, drives, fences etc. 
Covering Paeroa, Waihi, 
Waihi Beach, Te Aroha 

& Katikati. 
Ph Murray 0800 287 7697
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 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 5.00pm 
Friday

Nina

Plan: TCK010174 Size: 20x3  Format: Colour PLEASE NOTE:  
that we have prepared this 
advertisement proof based on our 
understanding of the instructions 
received. In approving the advertisement, 
it is the client’s responsibility to check 
the accuracy of both the advertisement, 
the media and position nominated.
Cancellation of adverts booked with 
media will incur a media cancellation fee 
of $50.

your contact:

ADVERTISING PROOF 2025

The Valley Profile Wednesday 22 January    Public Notices

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during January and February 2025.

Council Meetings

Council Meeting - Submission on the Resource Management 
(Consenting and Other System Changes) Amendment Bill report
Tuesday 28 January 2025 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Council Meeting
Tuesday 18 February 2025 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Committee Meetings

Risk and Assurance Committee Meeting
Thursday 13 February 2025 09.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings

Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board
Monday 3 February 2025 10.00am, Pāuanui Community Hub,  
23 Centreway, Pāuanui

Whangamatā Community Board
Tuesday 4 February 2025 10.00am, Whangamatā Service Centre, 
620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board
Wednesday 5 February 2025, 10.00am, Thames Council 
Chambers, 515 Mackay Street, Thames

Coromandel-Colville Community Board
Tuesday 11 February 2025 09.00am, Coromandel Service Centre, 
355 Kapanga Road, Coromandel

Mercury Bay Community Board
Wednesday 12 February 2025 09.00am, Mercury Bay Service 
Centre, 10 Monk Street, Whitianga

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/
Agendas-Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order 
papers.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings for January and February 2025

Health Shuttle service.
Our Health Shuttle service has resumed after a break for our fantastic
volunteer drivers. We transport over 300 patients monthly to their
health appointments using about 20 volunteer drivers and 6 shuttles.
This service is available to the Thames, Paeroa, Ngatea/Kaiaua wider
communities to attend any kind of health-related appointment in 
those those towns or to hospital and specialist appointments inter-regionally
in the Hamilton, Auckland and Tauranga. 

Want to help?  Talk with us about becoming a Volunteer Shuttle
driver and what it means to our patients and drivers. Give us a call on
0800 934 287 or email hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Friends of Thames Hospital
We also have a pool of 14 dedicated volunteer staff who contributed
oover 2000 hours supporting and befriending patients and their 
whanau at Thames Hospital.  These are non-clinical positions so no
clinical skills are required, and training is provided. If you enjoy 
chatting and engaging with people and assisting with simple tasks 
like making a drink or reading, then have a chat about the beneets
of joining our team. Give Lesley a call a call on 027 632 3115 or email
lesley.young@stjohn.org.nz
  
Hato Hone St John - local people helping meet the needs of 
our community

St John Thames

Public Notice

SPORTS
Kerepehi Bowls & Sports 
saw a good turn out of 
bowlers and a glorious 
sunny day for the 20 teams 
playing three-bowl triples 
sponsored by Twenymans 
Funeral Services/Norm Al-
len on January 12. Prize 
winners: 1st 4 wins 55 
points 26 ends (Hauraki) 
G Sharp. Andy McCowatt, 
Mike Hitchcock; 2nd 4 wins 
32 points 22 ends (Thames 
Coast) Kaye Bunn, Amanda 
Woods, Ross Marshall; 3rd 
3 wins 19 points 20 ends 
(Waihi Beach) Gary Hewitt, 
Ross Cowan, David Brenan; 
Hard Luck Prize (Kerep-
ehi) Jason, Robin, Pyke. 
Coming up on January 23 
is the Local Bodies Invita-
tion Optional 4s (Kerep-
ehi Transport/Laser Elec-
trical Ngatea); February 23 
(Richardsons Ngatea) Opt 
3s. Club championship 4s 
February 1-2 and on Feb-
ruary 15, the club hosts 
the Thames Valley Taylor 
Shield. Good bowling to all,

- Terry King.

BOWLS

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Winners from top: Hauraki, 1; Thames 
Coast, 2; and Waihi Beach, 3.    SUPPLIED

Malayalees celebrate
The Thames Malayali Association was thrilled to 
be named Best Cultural Float at the 2024 Thames 
Santa Parade on December 7. The association, 
which began as a small group of Thames-based 
Malayalees, has grown significantly in the last few 
years, now boasting over 140 members. 
The group was officially inaugurated on December 
28 at a festive Christmas and New Year celebra-
tion which included Thames-Coromandel Mayor 
Len Salt and St Francis School principal Oliver 
Fahey. Thames-Coromandel Mayor Len Salt cuts the cake.   

Performers, above and left, light up the stage.                 Photos: SUPPLIED
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bayleys.co.nz

Mangatarata 218MahutaRoad

7,812sqm 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Tue 18Feb2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937
seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Elevatedmodern livingwithviews
Seton7,812sqm(moreor less)ofelevated land, this2011-built homecombinesmodern functionalitywithhigh-end
living.Enjoybreathtakingviewsof theCoromandelRangesandFirthofThames fromthe luxuriouskitchen, featuring
engineeredstonebenchtops, andtheopen-plan livingspace leading toanorth-facingdeck.Themaster suite includes
aprivateensuite,while threebedrooms,a familybathroom,andseparate toiletprovideamplespace.Adoublegarage
with internal accessaddsconvenience.Close toHaurakiGolfClub, cafes, andschools.MotivatedVendor—call now!

bayleys.co.nz/26300008

OPENHOME

Pipiroa 1819StateHighway25

4,047sqm 1
Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Sun 16Feb2025
OnSite
View 10-10.30amMon27Jan
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

KopuarahiHall –Ahistoricopportunity
This isyourchance toownapieceofKopuarahi's richhistory.Communityhalls like thisareacherishedpartofNew
Zealand'spast, eachwith itsownuniquestory to tell. TheKopuarahiHall hasbeen in theheartof thecommunity for
generations. It hashostedcountless localgatheringscreatingmemories that spandecades. In recentyears, thehall
hasbeenunderutilised,making this theperfectopportunity to revitalise itspotential andpreserve its legacy.Proceeds
fromtheauctionwill directlybenefit thecommunity.Don't let thisopportunity slipawayandcomealong.

bayleys.co.nz/2180759
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa
• 2 Bedroom Apartment
ENQUIRE TODAY!

Students build beach buggy for Beach Hop
A group of senior automotive 

students at Hauraki Plains 
College has dedicated them-
selves to building a special pro-
ject in the hope it will be ready 
by the time the Whangamatā 
Beach Hop rocks around on 
March 26.

Eighteen-year-old automo-
tive student Abigail Cammell 
told The Profile she first took 
on the automotive subject in 
2023, as a year 12 student be-
cause she wanted to take a 
practical class.

She enjoyed the subject so 
decided to stay with it for an-
other year in 2024 as a year 13 
student, she said.

Abigail and classmates Floyd 
Morbey, Caden Banks, William 
Higgins and Marcus Mills, who 
were supported by their teach-
er, Mr Kyle Backhouse, were 
tasked with building a beach 
buggy known as The Bug, 
which arrived to their class in 
parts.

Although Abigail didn’t get 
to paint The Bug, she said she 
was able to learn the technique 
of how to paint a car with a 
spray gun applying primer.

Another important lesson 
was the amount of preparation 
work that needed to be done so 
the car looked good when the 
final colour was applied.

“I gained good practical skills 
in general car maintenance.”

The automotive students still 
have enough time in the tank to 
get the wheels turning and tune 
up The Bug so they can fulfil 
their dream of making it to the 
Whangamatā Beach Hop.

When Abigail graduated from 
Hauraki Plains College at the 
end of last year, the body of The 
Bug was painted and the motor 

was working, she said.
But there was still a bit of 

work left to do such as attach-
ing the body to the chassis, 
installing the brakes, clutch, 
accelerator, lights, and also at-
taching the roll cage, she said.

But Abigail wasn’t just an au-
tomotive enthusiast. 

She was also the recipient of 

the Good Citizenship Award at 
her senior prizegiving on Octo-
ber 31.

“I have got to be honest I 
wasn’t expecting the good citi-
zenship award but it was nice to 
be recognised for it,” she said.

Abigail was currently taking a 
gap year in 2025, and planned 
to do seasonal work around 

New Zealand with the hope to 
“find out what I want to do”, 
she said.

Abigail’s advice for students 
who are interested in automo-
tive studies is to see for them-
selves.

 “Just have a go at everything 
that is on offer in that class,” 
she said.

Automotive teacher Mr Backhouse 
with students in The Bug. 

INSET: Abigail prepares to learn 
car painting technique.      

Photos: SUPPLIED

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA


