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Ambo station in critical condition close to rebuild, P3
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Three years into her competitive surfing 
career, 13-year-old Lola Groube has al-

ready earned several podium finishes, the 
latest being a bronze medal last month. 

Now she is eyeing the upcoming World 
Junior Surfing Champs, a “great experi-
ence” and an occasion she’s attended twice 
before.

The Whangamatā Area School student 
and Pāuanui local recently placed third at 
the National Surfing Championships. Held 

in New Plymouth from January 12 to 18, 
the New Zealand-wide competition saw 
more than 300 surfers take part, and Lola 
said quite a few Kiwis living in Australia 
also came across to compete.

She entered the 16 and Unders and Open 
Women’s divisions, placing third overall in 
the former.

“I really wanted to win that one so I 
was a bit bummed, but surf comps can be 
tricky as a lot of things affect your end re-
sult - choice of wave, wave size, wind, wave 
priority,” she told The Profile. 

“If you win the nationals, you get an au-
tomatic spot on the New Zealand Junior 
Surfing Team which goes on to the World 
Junior Surfing Champs - which I have 
qualified for the past two years, so it is defi-
nitely my goal to qualify again as it is such 
a great experience. 

“Last year it was held in El Salvador and 
the year before it was held in Brazil, so it 
was cool to surf in amazing locations with 
the best kids from around the world.”

Lola, who is part of the surf academy at 
Whangamatā Area School, as well as the 

Whangamatā Boardriders, started surfing 
when she was just three-years-old, moving 
into the competitive circuit at age 10.

“My dad is a really good surfer so he 
taught me how and it helps that we live at 
the beach,” she said. “[Being part of the] 
Whangamatā Boardriders is great as it 
feels like you have a team behind you that 
you are competing for. At every comp you 
get allocated points based on your plac-
ing, and your aim is to beat the competing 
boardrider clubs from around the coun-
try.”

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Pāuanui surfer Lola Groube in action.
Photo: SUPPLIED/ PhotoCPL

CONTINUED ON P2
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Thames Tides
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To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.
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Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
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Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

A unique collection of kitchen
and homeware carefully
selected each season for those
who love to gift, cook and create.

A traditional hardware store
where you will find quality
goods and quality service,

every time.

www.readbros.co.nz
308 Pollen St, Thames

07 868 6608

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
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Events in Piha and the South Is-
land are on the horizon for Lola, 
each one helping her get one step 
closer towards making the New 
Zealand junior team.

And in July, she’ll most likely 
head to Australia to compete in 
the Occy Grom Comp - one of 
the most prestigious grom comps 
in the world and where Lola has 
clinched third and second place 
finishes in the past.

She also travels frequently in 
order to gain experience and ride 
bigger waves than what’s often 
found at her home turf.

“Every surf is different and I re-
ally love that,” she said. 

“Where we live there are a lot of 
small waves, so we have to travel 
a bit so I can learn more and get 
comfortable surfing larger waves 
and reef breaks which can be 
tricky, but I’m lucky that I have 
great sponsors like Billabong, Pete 
Anderson Surfboards, Vans, and 
Sticky Johnson wax that support 
me,” she said.

Teen surfer 
sets the bar 
high
CONTINUED FROM P1

In Brief
NEW ROLES FOR SIMPSON
Coromandel MP Scott Simpson 
has been appointed Minister for 
ACC and Minister of Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs. He said it 
was a privilege and he was excited 
by the opportunity Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon had given him  
to take on the new portfolio roles. 
“I relish the chance to be a part of 
the broader coalition team that 
is working to get New Zealand’s 
economy growing and thriving 
again,” he said. 
ROGUE BULL SHOT
A bull was shot dead by Police in 
Paeroa on February 21, after it 
caused damage to vehicles. Officers 
were called to Shoalhaven St around 
8.30am following a report of a loose 
bull in the area. A police statement 
said a number of vehicles were 
damaged in an effort to contain 
the animal, but no injuries were 
reported in relation to the incident. 
The bull was euthanised at around 
9.30am. Enquiries into the matter 
are ongoing. 
DEAD CATTLE IN RIVER
Two dead cows were found in the 
Ohinemuri River in Karangahake 
Gorge last week. The carcases were 
first reported on social media on 
February 20. The Waikato Regional 
Council and Hauraki District Council 
were informed, and the cattle have 
since been removed from the river. 
The cows had no identifiable tags or 

features, the regional council said. 
GOOSE CULL PLANNED
Thames-Coromandel District 
Council is planning a cull to manage 
the goose population in Matarangi. 
Around 500 geese are causing 
widespread issues in Matarangi, 
including a large amount of 
droppings on sidewalks; damage 
to landscaping and grassy areas; 
aggression towards other bird 
species; and contamination of 
waterways with waste. The cull will 
take place at night during this week, 
with a professional contractor using 
low-powered ammunition and a 
silencer to minimise disruption. 
Temporary signage will be placed 
at entrances while the work is 
underway, and all animal remains 

will be removed. Council said the 
cull had been approved by police. 
SUPER SUNDAY
The ultimate Real Life SuperHeroes 
Day is this Sunday, March 2, at 
Paeroa Domain from 10am-2pm. 
It will be an action-packed day 
celebrating real-life heroes - Fire 
and Emergency NZ, Hato Hone St 
John, Police, and other agencies 
which help out in times of crisis. 
The free family fun day is being run 
in conjunction with Civil Defence 
Waikato and the Matamata-Piako, 
Thames-Coromandel, and Hauraki 
district councils. There will be a free 
sausage sizzle and water, interactive 
emergency service games, live 
demonstrations, and competitions, 
including best dressed superhero. 

The Real Life SuperHeroes Day will be held in Paeroa, March 2. SUPPLIED
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ESSAYCONTEST!

OPENADOPTION.ORG.NZ

Join the Discussion
OURNEW ESSAY CONTEST
QUESTION…

Alarm is rising about falling
birthrates in New Zealand
and throughout most of the
world. With 57,006 births, an
abortion death toll of 16,277
and rising, and only three
non-kin adoptions in 2024*,
what are the long-term
implications and possible
solutions for New Zealand?

Cash Prizes:
$800 First Prize
$500 Second Prize,
$100 for Five Honorable
Mentions
Essay deadline: March 30, 2025
Prizes awarded April 15, 2025

Kindly submit to:
info@openadoption.org.nz

Sponsored by
Open Adoption

-The Gift of Love

*Figures Oranga Tamariki

WAIKATO CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS &

BUSINESS ADVISORS

www.cooperaitken.co.nz

THAMES | MORRINSVILLE | MATAMATA | HAMILTON

Creating freedom in your business.

p] 07 868 9945
e] mail@cooperaitken.co.nz

104 Sealey Street, Thames

Snowden’s
- MENSWEAR -

Proudly locally owned and operated
for more than 50 years

520 Pollen St Thames,
Ph: 07 868 7056

www.snowdensmenswear.co.nz

A staple for any man’s

wardrobe is the classic RM

Williams “Rod” polo shirt

in black, pure cotton and

terrific value at $105.

See instore for the rest of our

RM Williams range.

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

Ambo station in critical condition close to rebuild

The Waihī St John am-
bulance station is just 

$111,000 away from complet-
ing its vital rebuild, with staff 
calling on the community to 
help make it happen, one “111” 
at a time.

The station on Johnstone 
St was run down, earthquake-
prone, and no longer fit for 
purpose, Hato Hone St John 
group operations manager Co-
romandel South Julia Te Huia 
told The Profile. 

It’s been pulled down to 
make way for something new - 
a “home away from home” for 
the staff and volunteers who 
assist with around 215 call-
outs every month.

“The station was built some-
time back in the 1970s, and 
over the years it’s just become 
more and more not fit for pur-
pose,” Julia said. 

“[A new building] will give 
the staff who are working hard 
all day every day a nice place to 
come back to and rest and re-
charge.”

The Waihī station has been 
relocated to a temporary loca-
tion along Hazard St, but Julia 
said the timeline for the re-
build - which would be a state-
of-the-art premises featuring 
a new kitchen and restrooms 
- was still on track for being 
completed by the end of June.

However, though Hato Hone 
St John has raised more than 
75 per cent of the total funds 
required, it still needed to fun-

draise $111k.
They’ve established a ‘111’ 

fundraiser to occur through-
out the month of March, asking 
people to challenge themselves 
to either a single event or a 
month-long objective.

Ideas included: walking, run-
ning, or cycling 111kms; com-
pleting 111 laps of a pool; sink-

ing 111 balls along a golf course; 
hitting 111 nails into a wall dur-
ing a home renovation project; 
or even baking 111 cupcakes. 

Participants can sign up to 
the Waihī 111 challenge, or do-
nate to the cause, online. 

And they didn’t have to be lo-
cal, Julia said.

“We’re encouraging anybody 

to sign up,” she said. 
“You could be on holiday in 

Waihī Beach and need an am-
bulance. People come from all 
over New Zealand to come up 
to the Coromandel. 

“There has definitely been 
increased workload [over sum-
mer].”

The team working from the 

St John’s Julia Te Huia at the site of the Waihī ambulance station rebuild.                 Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waihī station can transport pa-
tients across to Thames Hospi-
tal, to Waikato Hospital, Tau-
ranga Hospital - “and anything 
can happen in between”, Julia 
said.

“There’s been a lot of volun-
teer work and support behind 
the scenes to get this [rebuild] 
up to where it is; past manag-
ers and a lot of people that have 
been a part of the project over 
the last couple of decades.”

Emergency medical techni-
cian Dean Moffett agreed that 
a new state of the art station 
would allow the staff to main-
tain their own welfare and 
wellbeing all year round. 

“It will also allow us to com-
fortably study and develop our 
skills to continue delivering life 
changing interventions to our 
community and surrounding 
areas.”
DETAILS: To donate or to take 
part in the Waihī 111 Challenge, 
visit fundraise.stjohn.org.nz/t/
waihi-111-challenge

The Waihī St John crew.          SUPPLIED
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New faces and alumni reconnect at THS
Thames High School has 

kicked off 2025 with warm 
welcomes for new students, 
staff, and an invitation for past 
students to reconnect.

This year’s pōwhiri provided 
the perfect setting to introduce 
the incoming Year 9 rōpū, new 
students across year levels, and 
17 international students from 
Japan, Cambodia, and Ger-
many.

The school also welcomes 
four new teachers: Anukar 
Kumar in biology, and Rinal 
Prasad in mathematics from 
Fiji, Ravenesh Nand in math-
ematics from Morrinsville, 
and Michael Kim in outdoor 
education from Hauraki Plains 
College, who will also serve as 
Kaiawhina/Dean for Year 9 
and 10 students.

We were fortunate to have 
our mana whenua, Ngāti Maru, 
represented by Johnson (Reha) 
Watene and Matua Wati Nga-
mane, who led karakia (bless-
ings) and whaikōrero (speech-
es) to formally welcome our 
newcomers.  Many thanks also 
to Matua Wayne Whitney, who 
spoke on behalf of the manuhi-
ri (visitors), who are now tan-
gata whenua following this 
welcome and to board chair-
person Reverend Brendon for 
blessing the additional kākahu 

(cloaks) for newly appointed 
Deputy Student Leaders and 
Manukura Māori Leaders.

In the spirit of reconnection, 
Thames High School is launch-
ing an alumni network to unite 
past and present students. 

This initiative aims to foster 
mentorship, share experiences, 
and provide opportunities for 

former students to give back.
To mark this initiative, an 

alumni barbecue will be held 
on April 6, 2025, featuring a 
school tour and talks from cur-
rent student leaders. 

Former students are encour-
aged to attend, share memo-
ries, and see the school’s latest 
developments. With Thames 

High School’s 150th anniversa-
ry approaching in 2030, gath-
ering alumni contacts now will 
ensure an engaged community 
for this significant milestone.

Thames High looks forward 
to strengthening connections 
across generations, building a 
lasting sense of belonging. 

If you are interested in at-

A Thames High School pōwhiri to welcome new staff and students to the school community.                                                                 Photo: SUPPLIED

tending or being part of the 
committee please email chris-
t i n e s u t t o n @ t h a m e s h i g h -
school.nz for a registration 
form, or visit our website 
where you can register online. 
There will be a small cost to 
cover the lunch.

- Supplied by Thames High 
School

EducationEducation ADVERTISING FEATURE
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Avoca Lime Company
Lame cows last spring?

Now is the time to sort your races out.
Screened limestone 30 & 40mm

available direct to farm or
ex Te Kauwhata store.

Contact: Rev Crawford
021 503 029

rev@avocagroup.co.nz

Do
EYE STRAINEEYYEE SSTTRRAAAIINN
Do you have any of the following

symptoms when using a
computer?

• Tired eyes • Headaches
• Fa�gue • Light sensi�vity

• Blurred vision
Time for a visual examina�on

Visique O’Hagan Vision CareVisique O’Hagan Vision Care

Willoughby Street, PaeroaWilloughby Street, Paeroa

07 862 897807 862 8978 See the difference

FREE
CONFIDENTIAL
ADVICE &
SUPPORT

Hauraki Old Post Office Building
101 Normanby Road, Paeroa
Opening hours: Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday 10am-1pm
07 863 7640 or 021 318 946
hauraki@cab.org.nz

New beginnings and family ties at Kaihere
The beginning of term was a 

big day for Kaihere School’s 
new principal, Ngaire Harris. 

It was also a milestone mo-
ment for her granddaughter 
Eliza, who joined the school 
alongside her grandmother. 

“We started together,” 
Ngaire said. 

“She’s loving it, and it’s really 
special to watch her at school.” 

Kaihere School is a big part 
of Ngaire’s family history. 

She’s lived in the rural com-
munity for 50 years, and her 
husband, four children, and 
one of her elder grandchildren 
have already passed through 
its gates. 

Now, Ngaire gets to share 
the grounds with Eliza and an-
other of her granddaughters, 
Charlotte. 

The new role is an exciting 
opportunity to give back to her 
local community, Ngaire said. 

And she brings with her a 
wealth of experience, hav-
ing spent 30 years teaching at 
Hauraki Plains College - 22 of 
those as principal - and also 
previously working at the Edu-
cation Review Office. 

“Living in the community for 
some time, you have a sense of 
what the community is about 
and what I would call the 
school’s DNA,” Ngaire said. 

“[And] I had 40 schools with 

the Education Review Office 
and most of them were rural 
primary schools… 

“It gave me a really good in-
sight into what works, what 
makes them tick.” 

There’s also an advantage in 
having come from a secondary 
school environment, Ngaire 

Kaihere principal Ngaire Harris and granddaughter Eliza on their first day of school.                 Photo: SUPPLIED

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

said. 
“One of the benefits is know-

ing what the students are going 
to need, particularly in terms 
of literacy and numeracy, so 
that when they do go on to col-
lege, they’re well prepared,” 
she said. 

Mostly though, Ngaire plans 
to focus on the basics. 

“We are about good people 
working hard. 

“We want them to be good, 
decent human beings, but also 
working hard at their learning 
or being a good friend or what-
ever it is. 

“At the same time [I’m] re-
ally wanting to expand the cur-
riculum so that even though 
it’s a small school, the students 
get really good learning oppor-
tunities,” she said. 

“We’ve got other staff do-
ing other things, a music pro-
gramme and looking at a sci-
ence programme, and just 
making sure that they get the 
same opportunities and learn-
ing experiences as in the bigger 
schools.

“I think whatever you want 
for your own grandchild, you 
want for everyone’s grand-
child. 

“It’s something I remind my-
self often: it’s not just about 
my grandkids, it’s about every-
one’s grandkids.”
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eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
44 Moresby Avenue 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19672

Sunny and so Convenient!
A delightful, sunny home offering stunning hill views.
With three double bedrooms, a combined bathroom
with bath plus a second toilet in the laundry this home
is perfect for families, couples, or investors. On a low-
maintenance 572sqm (approx) section.

Asking Price $599,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Dynasty Holtz
EVESWaihi Top Achiever
for January
Are you thinking of selling, or know
someone who is? Do you want to know
what your property is worth in the current
market? Give me a call to discuss a free
no obligation appraisal.

022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

EVESWaihi / January

Open Home

Waikino
14 Poland Street 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa17800

Motivated Vendors, Open To Offers!
A peaceful two-bedroom, one-bathroom character
home with a large upstairs loft room. Situated on a
spacious 3162sqm (approx) section, enjoy stunning
uninterrupted rural views. Motivated vendors, call
today.

Price by Negotiation
View 11.30am-12pm Sun 2 Mar
or by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

Connecting communities
Changes to your electricity distribution charges
From 1 April 2025 our electricity delivery charges in your region will increase by an
average of 23.4%. That’s about $5 more each week for the average residential customer.

As your local lines company, we’re here to provide
safe and reliable electricity to your door. To do that
we continually invest in our network of lines, cables,
substations and other assets. This ensures we meet
your electricity supply needs now and in the future.
We update our prices on 1 April each year to reflect
the cost of operating and investing in the network.
We also pass on Transpower’s transmission costs to
use the national grid. Together, these charges make
up around 38% of your power bill.
This year’s change is a combination of:

The impact on your electricity bill will depend on how
and when you use electricity, and how your retailer
chooses to structure how they pass on our charges
on to you.
We’re regulated by the Commerce Commission
to ensure we provide quality supply at a fair price.
Recently the Commission set how much revenue
we can earn through our customer charges for the
period 1 April 2025 – 31 March 2030.
Revenue allowances have increased because
inflation, costs, and interest rates have changed
since the last review in 2019. Customer demand for
electricity is also growing as Aotearoa reduces its
carbon footprint and we need to invest more to meet
this demand.
The full breakdown of your new prices is available on
our website powerco.co.nz.

Change Weighting Result
Distribution 26.5% x 74% = 19.6%
Transmission 14.8% x 26% = 3.8%
Total 23.4%

powerco.co.nz

Distribution

Transmission

27%

11%62%

Average electricity bill

Non-Powerco
charges
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MEET AT THEMARKET
Come and talk to your Community Board members
at Thames market on Saturday 8 March and every
second Saturday after that.
They’re keen to hear your views.

DO YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS OR
COMMENTS?

DO YOU HAVE
IDEAS?

COME SPEAK
TO US, WE'RE
LISTENING!

Thames
Community Board

UPDATE
Board Chair, Adrian Catran JP reports:
“Time’s flying – with sevenmonths left
of our term before elections, the current
Board is keen to progress initiatives
now to ensure the long-term vibrancy
of our town and surrounds. We’vemade
great progress in reviving the visitor economy through
marketing and promotion, and new assets such as
Porritt Park. Protecting the town’s $1 billion in assets
from sea-level rise is a high priority. A lot of goodwork’s
been done on understanding coastal protection options,
but also on understanding challenges Thames' rivers
pose. I’d urge you to attend the publicmeeting on
24March at 5.30pmwhen coastal options and updated
information on the risks of flooding from rivers will be
outlined. It’s your chance to give feedback.”
adrian.catran@council.tcdc.govt.nz

The Board’s next meeting is Wednesday 19 March
at 10am in Thames Council Chamber.Meeting
agendas and the 2025 Council meeting schedule are at
tcdc.govt.nz/agendas-reports-and-minutes

tcdc.govt.nz
customer.services@tcdc.govt.nz

Private Bag, 515 Mackay St, Thames
Phone: 07 868 0200

Get our free eNewsletters!
www.tcdc.govt.nz/subscribe

@ThamesCoromandelDistrictCouncil

coromandel_tcdc

TC
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B2

02
5

26 February 2025

Coromandel
Our

News from Thames-Coromandel District Council

Make your voice count
Our local body elections are taking place on 11
October 2025. Our communities will have the chance
to shape local decision-making by standing as
candidates or casting their vote.

This year, our voting arrangements include the Mayor,
nine councillors, and a Māori ward councillor from the
new Te Tara o Te Ika Māori Ward.

Empower yourself and your community by ensuring
you’re enrolled to vote in this year’s election. You can
check or update your enrolment details at vote.nz

Remember, if you’d like to vote in Te Tara o Te Ika Māori
Ward, you’ll need to enrol in the Māori electoral roll first
through vote.nz

Find out more about enrolment and the election at
tcdc.govt.nz/2025-elections

vote.nz

YOUR VOICE
MATTERS,
MAKE IT
HEARD. Enrol to vote in

our local election
or find out if youʼre
eligible at:

KEY
DATES

Nominations open Nominations close
AT noon

Delivery of
voting packs

Close of voting
AT noon

Official results
announced

FRIDAY
4 JULY

FRIDAY
17 OCT

TUES
9 SEPT

from
FRIDAY
1 AUG

noon
SAT

11 OCT

noon

DISTRICT EVENTS FUNDOPEN
Are you organising an event
with the potential tomake
waves in the Coromandel? The
District Events Fund is open for
applications, offering support
to events that showcase the
region and drive economic and
social wellbeing.
Find out more about the
criteria and how to apply at tcdc.govt.nz/eventfund
Applications close Friday 28 February.

NEEDHELP?
Reach out to our District Events and Experiences
Coordinator, Kirstin Scarrott, at 07 868 0200 or via
email at kirstin.scarrott@tcdc.govt.nz

tcdc.govt.nz/ProtectThames

MONDAY
24MARCH
5.30–7PM

Thames War Memorial
Civic Centre

Find out the latest on
protecting our town from
sea-level rise, and give
your views.

PUBLICMEETING
THAMESCOASTAL

PROTECTIONUPDATE

THAMES

Thames North

Moanataiari

Thames visitor promotion
Newmap signage
in Porritt Park,
in the shape of
the Pinnacles, is
encouraging visitors
to spendmore time
experiencing the
town. Paid for
by the Thames
Community Board,
the sign’s part of a
visitor promotion
initiative 'Explore
Thames', designed
by Brand Matter.

ENVIRONMENT
ACTION
A new Thames
environmental group,
Thames Environmental
Alliance, accompanied
Thames Community
Boardmembers to John
WilliamHall Aboretum to
raise awareness about the need
to enhance biodiversity by planting native species.
Earlier, Waikato Regional Council, responsible for
weed control, reported on its actions to remove
noxious alligator weed around Thames.
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EV Water 1.6L Petrol

Sample image only.

Ph 07 868 8951 • Paul Griffin 021 169 4036 • www.ThamesKia.co.nz
THAMES VALLEY KIA 321 Pollen Street, Thames

Movement that inspires

Movement that inspires

$25,990 Incl. GST + ORC*
*T&Cs apply

SRRP

$4888,990
+ ORC

STOCK
AVAILABLE
NOW

Kia Niro
HEV ‘Water’ 1.6L Petrol

$55,990MRP
+ORC

Limited Offer
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

HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Holden Cruz
1.6Ltr Turbo, Top Spec & Condition

NOW
$10,990

2010 BMW E87 130i
V6 Turbo Auto, Super Car

ONLY
$12,990

2012 Ssangyong Actyon
5 Speed Diesel, 2WD, TOP TRUCK

NOW
$10,990

2016 Mitsubishi ASX
Auto, AWD, Diesel, Top Spec,

NZ New, BEST BUY

$13,990

2001 Holden Commodore VX
Auto,3.8V6, Alloys, Spoiler, Tow Bar,

BEST AVAILABLE

$7,990
2011 Ford Fiesta LX

Auto, Low 72Kms, 1.6 Ltr

$9,990

2015 Fiat Punto
Auto, Low 57Kms, 1 Owner, NZ New

$8,990

Hikutaia settlers appeal for new gravel road

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Hikutaia was a hive of activ-
ity with settlers over the 

bridge by the river bestirring 
themselves to get the County 
Council to metal their part of 
the road to enable them to get 
their milk to the local creamery 
instead of taking it up the river 
to Netherton. 

Fred Howes was building 
a fine residence opposite the 
railway station, a decision that 
the local schoolmaster wel-
comed as the Howes’ had sev-
eral children of school age. 

In response to a suggestion 
that the government purchase 
the Alley Bros’ estate, Mr Bax 
received a telegram from Prime 
Minister Joseph Ward stating 
that owing to government min-
isters being scattered over the 
colony, the matter would not 
be considered until after No-
vember’s election.

Meanwhile at Paeroa, a star-
tling find was made under 

On the move at Hikutaia - shifting a six-roomed house by bullock team.                             Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

the Choral Hall in Wharf St, a 
building in which Miss Kenny 
conducted a private school for 
young children. 

The children were in the hab-
it of playing under the school, 
and they discovered a package 
beneath the floor of the build-
ing. They tried to knock it down 
with an old horseshoe, eventu-
ally succeeding. 

When opened, the pack-
age, which weighed about five 
pounds, was found to contain 
several plugs of gelignite, some 
caps, and some fuse. 

It was handed over to Con-
stable Henry, who found that 
it was wrapped in an Auckland 
Star newspaper of November 
of the previous year, and over 
the newspaper was another 
wrapping on which was a post-
age date of the same month.

Evidently the package had 
come through the post, and for 
some reason had been hidden 
under the hall.

It was fortunate that the gel-
ignite did not explode when 
handled by the children, as if 
it had done so some of them 
would undoubtedly have been 
killed and the buildings in the 
vicinity destroyed.

Over on the newly named 
Hauraki Plains, previously the 
Piako Swamp, dredges for cut-
ting canals had arrived.

One of the dredges was fit-
ted up by means of a crane at 
Thames, which was then able 
to assist in the putting up of the 
others. 

The first work to be under-
taken by the dredges was to 
commence operations on the 
canal from Waitakaruru.

At Thames, Police Court 
a ‘polished scoundrel’, who had 
been victimising residents re-
ceived his just desserts. George 
Allen, alias Captain Nella, alias 
Chappell and other assumed 
names, was before the court 
tor false pretences, and being a 
rogue and a vagabond. He had 
played upon the sympathies of 
many Thames people by telling 
stories, and had received assis-
tance in cash from several. 

He even had the audacity to 
tell the Inspector of Police that 
he was going to keep straight. 
He once attempted to pass 
himself off at Waihī as the 
newly-appointed electrician to 
the Waihī mine. Since 1897 the 
accused had 28 convictions re-
corded against him, and served 
six years in gaol with hard la-
bour.

1908

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Of The Muppet/Sesame Street 
characters Bert and Ernie, who is yel-
low and who is orange?
2. In 2022, Samsung’s revenue was 
equal to what percentage of South 
Korea’s GDP? a) 2.4 per cent, b) 22.4 
per cent or c) 42.4 per cent?
3. What is the northernmost popu-
lated nation to use the New Zealand 
dollar? a) Cook Islands, b) Niue, c) 
Tokelau, or d) Pitcairn Islands?
4. The Cornish dish ‘Stargazy pie’, fea-
tures which type of food protruding 
through the crust? a) bananas, b) car-
rots, or c) fish?
5. Can a member of the public drive 
through the Channel Tunnel from the 
UK to France?
6. The technology known as Blue-
tooth is named after a) a cartoon 
character, b) an inventor or c) a king?
7. Which country has the largest pop-
ulation in the Southern Hemisphere, 
and fourth largest in the world?
8. The annual Highland Games is an 
event held each year in which Hau-
raki town?
9. What is the taxonomic name (Ge-
nus + species) for maize and sweet-
corn? a) Mai ze, b) Mays zea, or c) Zea 
mays?
10. According to The Simpsons fan-
dom page, how old would Bart Simp-
son be today if he had aged normally 
from when the series began? a) 27, b) 
37, or c) 47?

ANSWERS: 1. Bert is yellow, Ernie is 
orange; 2. b) 22.4 per cent; 3. c) Tokelau; 
4. c) fish; 5. No; 6. c) a king - Harald 
Bluetooth, a 10th-century Danish monarch; 
7. Indonesia; 8. Paeroa. 2025 marked the 
32nd year of the Games; 9. c) Zea mays; 
10. c) 47. 
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FOR EARTHWORKS

T & A MCWATTERS LTD
PHONE TIM 027 278 5384 PHONE TIM 027 278 5384

SMYTHES HAULAGE LTD

► Digger, Bulldozer, Truck Hire

► Mulching, Gorse, Ti Tree etc

► Metal

► Suppliers of Hay Silage &
Maize Silage

► Suppliers of Mangatangi River
Rock

► Decorative Stones & Drainage
► Sand Shell
► Palm Kernel
► Fertiliser
► All Grades of Metal

FOR CARTING OF

Shaun Prescott, Sales Manager
021 285 4870 / 07 864 7801

1 Hikuai Settlement Road, Hikuai
www.prescottsgarages.co.nz

We sell and service Husqvarna’s huge range of product.
We also demonstrate and deliver.

Power and
performance

Visit husqvarna.com today5 YEAR DOMESTIC WARRANTY#
# Terms and Conditions apply, see HUSQVARNA.COM for details.

Z242E
42” cut fabricated mower deck, 21.5hp V-Twin
Kawasaki Engine

R 214TC
94cm mulching deck, Hydrostatic Transmission,
V-Twin Husqvarna Series Engine

TS 114
38” cut, Hydrostatic
Transmission, Husqvarna
Series Engine

$5,290

Z242E R 214TC

$8,690$8,990

PaeroaFarmServvrvices

good with us, and we’ve worked 
with them a lot.”

An adjacent shed, funded by 
a $700 grant from the Seagull 
Centre in September last year, 
will eventually house an irriga-
tion pump, and the commit-
tee is now working on pipes to 
move the water from the tanks 

to the bush, around 100 metres 
away. 

The pipes will be connected 
to a manifold at the treeline, 
and pumped through hoses laid 
around the boundary. 

“They’ll be movable hoses. 
And we’re going to make them 
out of the fire brigade’s [old] 

forestry firefighting hose which 
is made to weep so they don’t 
get burnt when you drag them 
through the fire, [and] modi-
fying those with holes to some 
degree as soaker hoses,” Jim 
said. 

“So we’ll have the pump run-
ning, we’ll have two or three 

Stormwater an innovative irrigation solution
An innovative solution to 

bush regeneration and re-
silience is being developed for 
a small stand of mature kahi-
katea trees in Turua. 

The aim of the project, a 
uniquely-designed irrigation 
system, is to keep the stand 
healthy, giving its trees the 
best possible chance of resist-
ing dieback disease. 

The project is the brainchild 
of Turua Domain caretaker 
and committee member Jim 
Sutherland. 

The aim is to use stormwater 
collected from the neighbour-
ing Barnados Early Learning 
Centre to maintain the water 
table in the domain’s fenced-
off section of bush at the back 
of the property, adjacent to 
Piako and Oparia Rds.

The two-acre stand has 
around 72 mature kahikatea 
trees which are roughly 400 
years old, along with at least 
100 young saplings.

Two 4000-litre water tanks 
have already been installed be-
hind the Barnados building. 

“They were going to put in an 
underground tank… That was 
going to cost them $15,000,” 
Jim said. “I’d priced our ir-
rigation scheme up to about 
$15,000 as well. So they said, 
‘well, that’s pretty easy. We’ll 
just do the irrigation scheme 
then if the council agrees’.

“Barnardos have been really 

Turua Domain caretaker Jim Sutherland with the stand of Kahikatea trees.                      Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

lines coming off that manifold. 
But we’ll also have the option 
to bring it around if we do 
some special planting in some 
area we want to water.

“Because if we can put more 
water in here in the summer, 
[the bush will] generate itself, 
we won’t have to worry about 
planting. That’s what we want, 
then we’ve won the game.”

Jim, who formerly worked 
for the Department of Conser-
vation’s predecessor the NZ 
Forest Service, said he realised 
how important it was to keep 
the trees watered when re-
searching rainfall records. 

“We had three years in a row 
where we were under one me-
tre [of rainfall]. That’s the first 
time in 50 years of records that 
I read that we had three dry 
years in a row,” he said. 

“That was before the dieback 
started. And I believe that was 
the trigger point to make the 
trees that weak that the patho-
gens got at them. So that was 
the trigger point to make me 
think, we’ve got to do some-
thing.” 

The committee received 
advice from the Waikato Re-
gional Council while plan-
ning the project. The tree 
stand itself is being moni-
tored by the council as part 
of its push to restore and pro-
tect indigenous forest stands. 

“The council has been lead-
ing research into apparent 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED ON P11
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Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

Come & see us for ride on and push mowersCome & see us for ride on and push mowers

BEST.
BEST,
Buythe

learnfromthe

EXCLUSIVE STORE OFFER

Purchase any new Yamaha dirt bike before 31 March
2025 at Central Motors Hauraki and get one day’s
FREE coaching with Team Altherm JCR Yamaha.

(07) 867 7524andrew@centralmotors.co.nz www.centralmotors.co.nz

Terms & Conditions Apply

dieback… Early indications suggest a 
potential link to climate stress, with 
trees that are periodically flooded ap-
pearing to be more affected than trees 
in permanently wet or permanently dry 
locations. 

“The stress of experiencing flood and 
drought extremes may make these trees 
more susceptible to attack by soil path-
ogens (Phytophthora and Pythium spe-
cies), which have been detected under 
kahikatea trees,” a statement from the 
council said. 

Council scientist Yanbin Deng said 
they were impressed with the dedica-
tion of the volunteers looking after the 
domain. Council visits to Turua in 2023 
and 2024 found most of the domain’s 
trees had remained healthy, with the 
forest experiencing a slightly increased 
health score for improvements in spe-
cies composition and winter bird food 
species, thanks to recent planting un-
dertaken by the domain volunteers. 
Several of the trees have been tagged 
for ongoing monitoring. 

“It’s an experiment… I don’t think 
it’s been done before. But it just makes 

CONTINUED FROM P10

sense to me,” Jim said of the irrigation 
project. 

“[Dieback] is here.  What we’re go-
ing to do is keep the trees healthy and 
they’ll fight it off.

“In a hundred years’ time [I hope] 
it starts to look like a natural native 
bush. But it’s not a scientific project. 
It’s an asset to the town. People love it, 
they bring a plastic chair around and 
sit here and just take in the ambience. 
And that’s what we want.”

Turua Domain’s stand of Kahikatea trees. BELOW: The water tanks and shed are ready to go.
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

Tinā (125 mins) M. The story of Samoan teacher Mareta Percival. Struggling after the death of her daughter
in the Christchurch earthquakes, Mareta reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private
school and is surprised to find children crying out for guidance, inspiration and love. Drawing on her culture,
she forms a choir, while unexpectedly rediscovering her passion for being a teacher and mother.
The Great Escaper (96 mins) M. The Great Escaper’ is a 2023 biographical drama film starring Michael
Caine and Glenda Jackson (based on the true story) of an 89-year-old British World War II Royal Navy veteran
who “broke out” of his nursing home to attend the 70th anniversary D-Day commemorations in Normandy,
France in June 2014. Along the way, he is aided by strangers, makes some new friends and says a heartfelt
goodbye to a fallen friend, while news of his “escape” makes him an international sensation.
Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy (125 mins) M. Bridget navigates life as a widow & single mom
with the help of family, friends, and a former lover, Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant). On the apps, she’s pursued
by a younger man (White Lotus’s Leo Woodall). Directed by acclaimed filmmaker Michael Morris.
A Complete Unknown (141 mins) M. At the Newport Folk Festival in 1965, a young Bob Dylan
shakes up his act on the folk music scene by going electric and siring rock as the voice of a
generation. Timothée Chalamet stars and sings as Bob Dylan, the electric true story behind the rise
of one of the most iconic singer-songwriters in history.
Maria (123 mins) M. Follows the life story of the world’s greatest opera singer, Maria Callas, during
her final days in 1970s Paris. Captivating performance by Angelina Jolie. International co-production.

Movies from Thursday 27 February to Wednesday 5 March
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Testament to mining heritage ready for rail trail
A three-metre tall testament to Thames’ 

“strong mining heritage” will be the 
latest sculpture installed along the Hau-
raki Rail Trail.

Designed by Thames artist John McKe-
owen, Miners’ Gates has been constructed 
from old railway sleepers, and will be put 
in place alongside State Highway 25.

Consisting of 12 frames that stand more 
than 3m high and 2.5m wide, John told 
The Profile the work references the timber 
bracing put in mining tunnels to prevent 
collapse.

He hoped his piece would prompt the 
public to recognise the “contribution, 
hard work, and extreme risks” forebears 

undertook to build the community.
“I spent some time in Japan, and they 

have Torii Gates at the entrances to tem-
ples and sacred places. Miners’ Gates act 
as a gateway to Thames from the south 
and a gateway to Hauraki from the north. 
They also represent protection and secu-
rity in a dangerous world,” he said.

In 2015, the Thames Public Art Trust 
held a competition in which artists sub-
mitted designs to be installed as part of 
the trust’s sculpture trail initiative.

John - who jointly won People’s Choice 
- said the initial brief was for kinetic or 
moving sculptures, but he wanted to “turn 
that around and have everything else 
moving around the artwork”.

“[Miners’ Gates will be] arranged a cou-

John’s son Keenan McKeowen shows off the scale of Miners’ Gates, soon to be
installed along the rail trail in Thames.                          Photo: SUPPLIED

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Jean Galbraith is the featured artist for 
March at Thames Art Gallery.

She has been painting on and off for most 
of her adult life. Even when life got in the 
way, she still managed to keep her hand in 
by attending courses and maintaining con-
tact with friends who were either artists or 
shared her love of art.

Jean says her happy place is amongst  
paintings by famous (and infamous) artists 
from around the world. Whilst she cannot 
say that she has an absolute favourite, she 
does feel a strong connection to the works 
of Russian/French artist Marc Chagall. Like 
him, Jean often draws from her emotions, 
be it mood, memory or imagination, which 
then manifest into her creative works. 

Egon Schiele and Gustav Klimt are also 
influential artists she greatly admires and 
gathers inspiration from, along with New 
Zealander Jaqueline Fahey and Australian 
artist, Rone. She tries to incorporate some 
of the principles of colourful artist Freiden-
sreich Hundertvasser into her garden where 
possible.

Jean’s art is made up of many different 
styles, with the view from her home and 
the many bays along the coast providing an 
abundance of “art fodder”.

Her two favourite paintings are Apeiro-
gon, painted after reading the Colum Mc-
Cann book of the same name, which she con-

siders still relevant today, and Mary-Ann, 
which started off as a fairly demure still life 
and morphed into a colourful reflection of 
her personality. She has also just completed 
a triptych for a friend that draws from three 
different but connected aspects of her life.

To view Jean’s work, she will be exhibiting 
on the Southern Wall in the Thames Art Gal-
lery throughout March.
DETAILS: Thames Art Gallery, Tararu, Thames, 
open 10am-4pm daily

Artist Jean Galbraith.         Photo: SUPPLIED

Thames Coast provides ‘art fodder’

ple of metres apart in a S-pattern and you 
will ride through them,” he explained. 
“So, the cyclists and walkers will move, 
there will be a ‘swish swish’ sound as you 
pass them on a bike, and as the sun moves 
through the sky, the shadows will move 
around also.”

The 12 frames were made from creo-
soted oak railway sleepers imported from 
England, John said, as they were the only 
ones long enough. The steel boots and 
connections were made by Kōpū Engi-
neering. 

“[Fellow trustees] Paul Sylvester, Rob 
Johnston and I assembled the frames in 
Paul’s shed over three days in the week-
ends, and have stored them out in Kōpū 
waiting installation,” John said.

He also had to face some challeng-
es during the construction, including 
scrounging a crane truck to pick up the 

sleepers, sparing time for initial assembly, 
and gaining “a seeming legion of consents 
and installation funding”.

He said installation started last week, 
kicking off with a re-alignment of the con-
crete path between the Thames Airfield 
and Thames Rugby and Sports Club.

“This has been helped by the generous 
donations from the estates of Jo and Tata 
Ru and Jimmy Baynton - this has been 
completely funded by them and the art 
trust,” John said.

“This has been a great privilege to be 
able to make our fantastic wee town a bit 
better for our future and enjoyment, and 
I am looking forward to many more fabu-
lous and funky art pieces being brought to 
life in our area.”
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GARDEN
CENTRE

9am - 5pm 7 Days
28 Thames Road, Paeroa • Ph: 862 6438
E: donna@countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

www.countrydoggardencentre.co.nz

PLANTS • POTS • ALL GARDEN NEEDS • WATER FEATURES • GIFTS

• POTS & VASES • PLANTS• POTS & VASES • PLANTS
• WATER FEATURES • GIFTS• WATER FEATURES • GIFTS

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

31

Plant above
ground crops

1

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

2

Non planting
Day

3

Non planting
Day

4

Plant above
ground crops

5

Plant above
ground crops

6

Non planting
Day

7

Non planting
Day

8

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

9

Plant above ground
Crops. Liquid Feed

10

Non planting
Day

11

Non planting
Day

12

Non planting
Day

13

Non planting
Day

14

Full Moon

15

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

16

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

17

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

18

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

19

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

20
Non planting

Day

Autumn Equinox

21

Non planting
Day

22

Non planting
Day

23

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

24

Plant root crops,
trees and shrubs

25

Non planting
Day

26

Non planting
Day

27

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

28

Plant root crops.
Liquid Feed

29

NewMoon

30

Non planting
Day

March 2025MMMMarch 2025

Moon Planting CalendarMMMoon Planting Calendar

CCCaaallleeennndddaaaaar Supplied by
Gilmer FFFFFFarms

MARCHGARDENING AT
LANDSCAPE
SUPPLIES
Bulk Bins of
• Mulches
• Soils

• Aggreates
• Pebbles
• Sleepers

plus LOTS more

382 Ngati Maru Highway

Totara, Thames

OPEN 7 DAYS
8.30am to 5pm

Ph 868 7960

GREEN
MANURE
CROPS

PLANT
NOW

* Lupins
* Mustard
* Mixed
Green
Manure

Start Planting Your
Winter Garden NOW
Broccoli, Cabbage,
Brussel Sprouts,

Cauliflower
can all go in now.

Why not try a late crop of
beans, dwarf & climbing,

carrots, parsnips
& beetroot

We have a full range of
seeds, fertilizers, soil
conditioners to help

you get started

SpringSpring BBulbsulbs
IInn SStoretore

we have coming:we have coming:
• Freesia • Hycinth •• Freesia • Hycinth •

• Gladioli •• Gladioli •
• Ranunculus •• Ranunculus •
• Anemone •• Anemone •
• Dutch iris •• Dutch iris •

• Daffodils • Tulips •• Daffodils • Tulips •
plus moreplus more

GardeningGardening
After a mixture of weather conditions 

with some dry sunny days, we may 
start to experience cooler nights with 
overnight dew, signalling the time to 
prepare the garden for the next sea-
son’s planting. If it is dry, keep watering 
to make the most of the late summer 
crops to help supplement the weekly 
shop.

Once crops have finished producing 
it’s time to remove spent plants and re-
plenish the soil with a mixture of blood 
and bone, sheep pellets and a good gen-
eral garden fertiliser. Dig well into the 
soil and water in then you are ready to 
start planting out your new seedlings.

Just a note: If you collect your own 
seeds for later propagation, now is the 
time to do this before composting.

Any old plants pulled out can be cut 
up and added to the compost bin. While 
any garden areas are empty take time 
to top up garden beds, replenish the soil 
with a new layer of compost, blood and 
bone and sheep pellets. 

Plant Now: Leafy greens: leeks, car-
rots, silver beet, spinach, celery, winter 
lettuce. Salad crops: lettuce, rocket, 
mesclun blends. Brassicas: broccoli, 
cauliflower, kale (cavalo nero and curly 
kale). Herbs: mizuna, parsley, coriander, 
chives and chervil. Protect all new seed-
lings from snail and slugs with a slug 
bait. If possible, cover your brassicas 
with mesh to protect from the white 
butterfly.

It is also time to replenish the soil 
in your flower gardens with compost, 
blood and bone and sheep pellets. Top 
up the mulch too, great for not only 
keeping weeds at bay but also to help 
plants with warmth over the cooler 

Prepare now for next season

Hyacinths are a beautiful addition to any garden. They are best planted out 
March/April in a cool spot.                      File Photo: PIXABAY

Legacy down the ages

I was recently at a family reunion with my 
wife’s whānau. It was a brilliant weekend 

- celebrating life, family, history, and the 
land that shaped their roots. There were sto-
ries shared, beach swims with the kids, bush 
walks, and plenty of laughs as we all came to-
gether. But what captivated me most was the 
idea of legacy.

This family’s story is one of generational faith. They lived on 
a remote farm, completely cut off from access over land. The 
house itself was built with materials brought through the bay, 
and any trip to civilisation required a long journey by boat.

More than 80 years ago, in this isolated corner of the coun-
try, a missionary arrived on horseback to share the Christian 
message. The parents of the family believed, were baptised, 
and started walking a new path of faith. Fast forward to the 
present day: the family reunion wrapped up with a church ser-
vice on Sunday, and a huge number of relatives turned up to 
worship together. What struck me was how one action, one 
decision, can ripple through time. A single moment, like that 
missionary’s visit, can alter the course of a family for genera-
tions. It reminded me of the power we hold in small, seemingly 
insignificant actions. A kind word, a moment of encourage-
ment, or an act of faith can change the trajectory of a person’s 
life—and beyond. I think of a story a teacher once told. He was 
stopped on the street by a vibrant young woman who asked, 
“Do you remember me?” When he didn’t, she explained that 
he had saved her life. As a student, she had been on the brink 
of suicide, feeling hopeless and unseen. One day in class, this 
teacher noticed her work and praised her eye for detail and de-
sign, telling her she had a bright future. That single comment 
gave her the hope to carry on. Today, she’s a successful fashion 
designer, thriving in her passion.

As I stood at the family reunion, surrounded by genera-
tions shaped by faith, I couldn’t help but marvel at how legacy 
works. Our words, choices, and actions matter. They ripple 
outward, touching lives in ways we may never see, echoing 
through generations yet to come.

By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION

Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth Worker. He and his team provide 
mentoring and resilience programmes across Thames and Paeroa to more than 
300 students a year. They are passionate about supporting our young people to 
thrive. Much of this work is funded outside of schools and it becoming increas-
ingly challenging in the current climate. Email michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign 
up to their quarterly newsletter or to become a supporter.

months. Continue to plant your favour-
ite winter flowering seedlings, pansy, 
viola, primula, polyanthus, calendula, 
cineraria, lobelia, poppies, alyssum, 
stock and snapdragon.

It is also time to plant spring flowering 
bulbs. Daffodils can be planted out from 
late February to the end of May. Early 
planting gets them off to a good start 
for better root development. Plant in 
full sun and well-drained soil. Anemones 
and Ranunculus are easy to grow, stag-
ger planting for an extended flowering 
season.

Hyacinths are a beautiful addition to 
any garden. They are best planted out 
March/April in a cool spot. Protect all 
new plantings with slug and snail bait.

Citrus trees are heavy feeders so feed 

with a specific citrus feed. This ensures 
healthy green leaves and better growth, 
flowers and fruits. Mulch around the 
roots to conserve moisture. 

Continue to harvest apples, pears, 
grapes, peaches and plums if you’re 
lucky enough to still have fruit on the 
trees. Once stone fruit have finished, 
prune to shape and remove dead or 
diseased branches. Autumn is the ideal 
time to sow or repair your lawn. Now is 
a good time to fertilise your lawn to pro-
mote nice healthy growth. Pull out any 
tired summer herbs and replant parsley, 
chives, rosemary and mint. The compost 
will benefit from all the addition of the 
trimming and pruning of spent crops.

Happy gardening. 
- Supplied by Ngatea Garden Circle



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage
Driving Courses

Driving lessons
Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electricianelectrician

civil construction
QUALIFIED & LICENSED LBP. 

Many years 
experience. 

Ph Peter 
027 496 5241

builder / carpenter

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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Valley Education and Training has sup-
ported students in developing essential 

skills and knowledge in trade sector edu-
cation for more than 20 years.

The Kōpū based tertiary education pro-
vider offers vocational training in retail, 
agriculture, health and well-being, foun-
dation skills, horticulture and mechanical 
engineering from level 1 through to level 4.

Not only are NCEA level 1 literacy and nu-
meracy unit standards integrated into their 
programmes, there are also short courses 
in barista training and chainsaw opera-
tions available.

Valley Education and Training values 
helping its learners to build self esteem 
and confidence by offering a structured, 
supportive environment.

The on-site “Careers Corner” consists of 
an Inzone Kiosk - available for all learners 
to utilise as part of their career planning, 
and there is also a transport service avail-
able for learners from Paeroa, Kerepēhi, 
Ngatea and Thames.
DETAILS: To find out more about Valley Edu-
cation and Training, call on 07 868 7892, 
text on 027 314 1577,or visit the website: 
valleyeducation.co.nz.

Lots on offer at Valley Education
Valley Education helps its learners to build confidence.          Photos: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book this 
space!

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week 
and one of our professional 

reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost.

www.valleyprofile.co.nz     February 25, 2025, THE VALLEY PROFILE 15

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring
OWENS FLOORING

Flooring Sales and Installation
FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Telephone: 07 868 9350
Email: hire@thameshire.co.nz

www.thameshire.co.nz

Jellicoe Crescent, Thames

Perrin Newland

THAMES
HIRE CENTRE

HOME HANDYMAN AND COMMERCIAL HIRE

hire centre

signs

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.

Church Notice Church Notice Church Notice

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Thames Spiritualist 
Church, Sunday 
March 2nd, 2pm 
Grahamstown Hall. 
Speakers: Eric and 
Margaret.   

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames
Clean, secure, dry

Units available
7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m
Phone 07 868 9944

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

10FT CON. $125 per mnth
20FT CON. $240 per mnth

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

Storage Storage Storage Storage

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885



Situation Vacant

Situation Vacant

Situations Vacant

For Sale

Hay/Silage

Architect

Public Notice
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Builder
Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559
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Club Manager /Secretary/Treasurer - part time
We have this position coming available due to retirement at 

the Ohinemuri Club in Paeroa. 
For a more in-depth job description and applications, 

email: dilnott@xtra.co.nz

Paeroa Farm Services Limited specialize 
in providing services to milking plant 

systems, water pumping systems, water 
filtration systems, wastewater systems, water 

reticulation systems, swimming pools and spas.

We are seeking immediate interest for a 
permanent full time Fitter – Milking Machine & 

Water Pump to join our team.

This role includes:
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs  
   of milking machine systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs   
  of water pumps and filtration systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of effluent and irrigation systems
• Installation, servicing and break down repairs 
  of swimming pool and spa pool systems
• Light fabrication and welding including 
  stainless steel welding
• Plant & Equipment set up and maintenance 
  as required

Key Skills and Attributes Include:
• Physically Fit
• Good hand eye coordination
• Able to distinguish between different coloured 
  electrical wires when required
• Mechanical Aptitude and practical mindset 
• Excellent communication with fluent English
• High standard of workmanship
• Work well both independently and as part of 
  a team
• Great sense of humour
 If you are looking for a change and want to be 

part of a great team then apply today
A full job description is available upon request

Please apply with your CV and include a 
cover letter to the following email address:

gordy@paeroafs.co.nz

DRIVER REQUIRED
We need a Class 5 Driver for a curtain 

side truck and trailer. 
The work is NZ wide loading 

General Freight. 
Time away from home is required.

Could suit someone 
not requiring full time work.

Late Model equipment.
Based here at Kopu.

The position is part time/casual 
however could become full time 

if all is okay.
Experience is required. 

DG license and a forklift ticket are 
required.

Good money offered for a hard 
working person.

Email cliff491@hotmail.com or text 
027 894 8089 a brief description.

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during March 2025.
“Due to unforeseen circumstances, this notice is later than usual 
however all meetings are listed on Council’s online Council Meeting 
Calendar and will be available to view online via Microsoft Teams.”
Council meetings

Council Meeting
Tuesday 11 March 2025 09:00 am, Thames Council Chambers,  
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings

Whangamatā Community Board
Tuesday 18 March 2025 10.00am, Whangamatā Service Centre, 
620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board
Monday 3 March 2025 10:00am, Thames Council Chambers,  
515 Mackay Street, Thames.  
This meeting is specifically on the Deed of assignment of two leases 
and is publicly excluded for the following legislative reasons Section 
7(2)(b)(ii) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings 
Act 1987.
Wednesday 19 March 2025, 10.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board
Monday 24 March 2025 10.00am, Pāuanui Community Hub,  
23 Centreway, Pāuanui.

Coromandel-Colville Community Board
Tuesday 25 March 2025 09.00am, Colville Hall, Colville Road, 
Colville
Mercury Bay Community Board
Wednesday 26 March 2025 09.00am, Mercury Bay Service Centre, 
10 Monk Street, Whitianga
Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/Agendas-
Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order papers.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings - March 2025

Nurse Practitioner – ThamesNurse Practitioner – Thames
Be at the heart of it. 

Bupa Tararu Care Home and The Booms Care Home in Thames 
are seeking a Nurse Practitioner to join Bupa, one day per 
week. A great opportunity to be part of a company that 
delivers refreshingly different person-first commitment to care.

•  Nurse Practitioner – make a lasting difference and enrich  
lives in the community through resident consultations. 
Seeking 6 hours per week across two care homes in  
Thames, Waikato

Bupa is a community, and together, we share a purpose 
- helping people live, longer, healthier, happier lives, and 
make a better world. This is a chance to work in a rewarding 
environment, where our residents are at the heart of  
everything we do.  

We would love to hear from you! To express interest, email 
Jade Monigatti, the Care Home Manager at Bupa Tararu Care 
Home, at Jade.Monigatti@bupa.co.nz or ring 07 868 6176. 

Be at the

of it
heart

Be at theheart
of it.

Brave. Caring. 
Responsible.

Whatever you choose 
to do, you can be you 
at Bupa. 

Apply today  
at bupa.co.nz/nurses

 

Hauraki District 
Council Meetings - 
March 2025

www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local 
Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby 
given that the following meetings will be 
held during the month of March 2025 in  
the Council Chamber, Hauraki House,  
1 William Street, Paeroa unless otherwise 
stated.
Whiritoa Public Meeting
Whiritoa Community Hall,  
44 Whiritoa Beach Road, Whiritoa
Saturday, 1 March 2025, 10.30am-12.00pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 10 March 2025, 9:00am (if required)
Planning Committee
Monday, 17 March 2025, 9.00am (if required)
Plains Ward Public Meeting
Ngātea War Memorial Hall
Tuesday, 18 March 2025, 5.30-7.30pm
Paeroa Ward Public Meeting
Paeroa War Memorial Hall
Thursday, 20 March 2025, 5.30-7.30pm
Regulatory Hearings Committee
Monday, 24 March 2025, 9.00am (confirmed)
Council
Thursday, 27 March 2025, 9.00am
Waihī Ward Public Meeting
Waihī Memorial Hall
Thursday, 27 March 2025, 5.30-7.30pm
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

PĀNUI KI TE IWI WHĀNAU O HARATAUNGA
Hui Whānau: Harataunga West 6B
Kia ora e te whānau,
E tono atu ana mātou ko Lisa Harrison rāua 
ko Tony Brooking, me ō mātou whanaunga, 
ko Dion, rātou ko Joshua, ko Paki, me Wanita 
Harrison hoki i tō koutou tautoko me ō koutou 
whakaaro mō ā mātou tono ki te whenua o 
Harataunga West 6B.
Purpose of the Hui:
To discuss the following Licence to Occupy 
applications:
1. Lisa Harrison and Tony Brooking – 
 Licence to Occupy one acre with driveway  
 access.
2. Dion Harrison – Licence to Occupy one  
 acre with driveway access.
3. Joshua, Paki, and Wanita Harrison – Joint  
 Occupation Order application.
Hui Details:
Date: Sunday, 30 March 2025
Time: 1:00 PM
Location: Harataunga Marae
This hui is an opportunity to discuss and 
uphold the collective interests of our whānau. 
All feedback will be recorded and shared for 
transparency.
If you are unable to attend:
Lisa Harrison: 021-1657702
Email: lisa.harrison09@icloud.com
Ngā mihi aroha,
Lisa Harrison, Tony Brooking, Dion Harrison, 
Joshua, Paki, and Wanita Harrison

de Jongh design  - 
Architectural Design 
and Drafting Services, 
contact Paul 021 146 
0728 

For Lease Public Notice Public Notice Public Notice

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Gardening

Situations
Vacant

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Handyman 

Pets

Trades

KENNELS
WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Painter
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Heavy Diesel 
Mechanic Wanted

Thames area
40Hrs per week
Flexible Hours

$40 - $50 per hr 
depending on 

experience
Ph Chris 

0210 229 3626

Woodturners Cafe 
is looking for a staff 

member to join 
our team for 20-30 
hours per week, 

including 1 
weekend day.
No experience 

necessary as we 
can provide 

full training for the 
right applicant.

Contact Lorraine 
with expression of 

interest on 
021 246 9376

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Hay for sale. 
Conventional small 
bales. Ph Charlie 027 
491 3327

Dry and seasoned
Teatree $160m3
Pine $90m3 (2m3 min)

Free delivery to
Paeroa and surrounds

Ph 027 938 0349
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6 8 7 9 2 3 5 1 4
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189

8
6

9
2

2
9

7
3

2
8

9
6

4
2

8
9

5
4

3
1

7
2

1
6

7
1

3
9

4
9

6
4

6
1

8
3

3
8

4
6

7
9

2
1

5
6

2
9

8
1

5
4

7
3

5
7

1
3

4
2

8
9

6
1

4
7

2
9

6
3

5
8

9
6

5
4

8
3

1
2

7
2

3
8

7
5

1
9

6
4

7
1

3
9

6
4

5
8

2
8

9
2

5
3

7
6

4
1

4
5

6
1

2
8

7
3

9

HA
RD

ME
DI

UM
EA

SY

3
1

2
6

9
4

9
2

6 8
1

6
8

7
4

1
5 1

8
2

4
5

1
3

7
3

5
7

6
3

8
4

1
9

2
8

2
1

7
6

9
4

5
3

4
3

9
1

5
2

8
6

7
7

4
2

6
9

5
3

8
1

9
6

8
2

3
1

7
4

5
1

5
3

4
7

8
9

2
6

3
1

5
8

4
6

2
7

9
2

9
4

5
1

7
6

3
8

6
8

7
9

2
3

5
1

4

4
9

7
7

5
9

5
2

1
6

3
4

7
9

3
5

9
2

6
8

1
5

1
5

2
7

2
3

3
4

6
9

1
5

7
8

2
2

7
1

8
4

3
5

6
9

5
9

8
2

6
7

4
1

3
6

2
3

4
7

8
9

5
1

7
5

9
1

2
6

3
4

8
8

1
4

3
5

9
2

7
6

4
8

2
7

3
1

6
9

5
1

3
5

6
9

4
8

2
7

9
6

7
5

8
2

1
3

4

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Staff, 4 Have a bone to pick, 14 Crowd, 15 Dregs, 16 Combustion, 17 Civil, 19 Lie, 20 Contain,
21 Green-eyed, 22 Ottawa, 25 Letterbox, 27 Discus, 28 Rescue, 33 Accustomed, 35 Egg, 36 Shovel, 37
Ante, 39 Net, 41 Certain, 42 Bonsai, 43 Seeing red, 44 Tarry, 45 Unbroken, 50 By, 51 Wriggled, 55 Equal,
58 Illegally, 59 Africa, 60 Inverts, 61 Got, 63 Yank, 64 Nibble, 65 Apt, 66 Benevolent, 68 Dreary, 69 Corset,
71 Sculpting, 76 Allied, 77 Amusement, 79 Posture, 81 Cad, 84 Idiot, 85 Rhinoceros, 86 Limps, 87 Ruins,
88 Swinging the lead, 89 Leads.

DOWN: 2 Terror, 3 Fight, 5 Agog, 6 Embargo, 7 Basket, 8 Naive, 9 Tunnels, 10 Puck, 11 Cavity, 12 Koala,
13 Adverse, 14 Cleaned, 18 Dirty trick, 23 Prime, 24 Autopsy, 26 Equator, 27 Dignity, 29 Control,
30 Screen, 31 Tense, 32 Veneer, 34 Drop, 36 Stare, 38 Ended, 40 Snag, 45 Unity, 46 Balance, 47 Orgy,
48 Eclair, 49 Bulge, 50 Blatant, 52 Innovation, 53 Gremlin, 54 Extent, 55 Eyebrow, 56 Crate, 57 Scab,
62 Angle, 67 Trellis, 68 Discard, 70 Samurai, 72 Conceal, 73 Review, 74 Smooth, 75 Tripod, 76 Admit,
78 Swing, 80 Twice, 82 Stun, 83 Sofa.

ACROSS
1 Die down (5)
4 Handcuffs (8)
9 Unoccupied (6)
14 Arm support (5)
15 Make a reputation-
damaging mistake
(4,4,8)
17 Rugby formation (5)
18 Menagerie (3)
19 Book (7)
20 Grabbing (9)
21 Expensive (6)
24 Banned (9)
25 Snuggle down (6)
26 Myth (6)
29 Plotting a course for
the driver (10)
31 Stitched edge (3)
32 Derided (6)
33 Extinct bird (4)
35 Chopping tool (3)
37 Close (4)
39 Spoke out against
(9)
40 Renovate (9)
41 Was involved in
espionage (5)
42 City in Scotland (8)
47 Charade (8)
51 Thick cushion (5)
55 Comes into (anag)
(9)
56 Vigorous (9)
58 Church seats (4)
59 Fifth note (3)
60 Bird of peace (4)
61 Blown instrument
(6)
62 French yes (3)

63 Irritate intensely,
infuriate (10)
66 Monotony (6)
67 Pockmarked (6)
69 Bestowed (9)
72 Hidden shooter (6)
73 Musical note (9)
75 Pirate’s sword (7)
77 Metal container (3)
80 Quarrel (5)
81 Subject that always
leads to an argument
(4,2,10)
82 Defamation (5)
83 Shelled insect (6)
84 Enjoyed (8)
85 Leaves (5)
DOWN
2 Graceful dancer (9)
3 Heading (5)
5 As well (4)
6 Decorated (7)
7 Exaggerate
excessively (3,2,2,5)
8 Slow-moving animal
(5)
9 Scandinavian raiders
(7)
10 Play’s actors (4)
11 Lacking breadth (6)
12 Effervescent (5)
13 Snubbed (7)
14 Infatuated (7)
16 Don’t ever give up
(5,3,3)
22 Eyesight (6)
23 Sign for public
display (7)
24 Batter-coated
morsel (7)

25 Wanderers (6)
27 Feeling (7)
28 Young cow (6)
30 Depressed (4)
32 Worth (5)
34 Yellow pigment (5)
36 Court order (4)
38 Wheel centre (3)
42 Winning (5)
43 Developed over
time (7)
44 Fate, destiny (4)
45 Newspaper boss (6)
46 Search (5)
48 Way out in an
emergency (6,5)
49 Passed away (7)
50 Intimidate (3)
51 Lettering guide (7)
52 See (6)
53 He wrote Through
The Looking Glass
(5,7)
54 Eye amorously (4)
57 Merchant (6)
64 Carry (9)
65 Play or film with
songs (7)
66 Small flow (7)
68 Vibrate (7)
70 Beginners (7)
71 Paltry (6)
72 Social climbers (5)
74 Interior (5)
76 Liquid rubber (5)
78 Warm (4)
79 Long ago (4)
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Coromandel 1296ManaiaRoad

38.98ha 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu6Mar2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 12.30-1.15pmSun2Mar
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Homeand incomewithbreathtakingviews
Experience rural livingwithbreathtakingCoromandelviewson38.9ha(moreor less).Thispropertyblends rustic
charm,moderncomforts, and incomepotential. Themain four-bedroomhomefeatures70sqm(moreor less)of
decking, anopen-plan lounge/diningarea, andaprivatedeck. “TheCottage” offersaself-containedretreat, earning
$200+pernightonAirbnb.With 12ha(moreor less)ofQE IIprotectedbushensuringprivacyand 180sqm(moreor
less)of shedding forequipment, this isaunique lifestyleopportunity.

bayleys.co.nz/2630022

Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,099,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097
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Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Netherton 6520WilsonRoad(SH2)

9.4ha 3 2 9
AskingPrice $1,590,000
View 11.30am-12pmSun2Mar
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Classiccharmin thecountryside
Seton9.4hectares (moreor less) in theheartofHaurakiPlains, thisproperty ismore thanahome— it’sa lifestyle
statement.Withastrikingblendof traditional charmandclassic luxury, this residencecommandsattention, exudinga
statelypresence.Generous livingspaces+ rumpus roomarecomplementedby largewindowsthatcapturenatural
lightandrural views.Thehomefeaturesspaciousbedrooms,well-appointedbathrooms,andanexpansivekitchen.
Enjoy the luxuryofaprivatepool, alongsidea tenniscourtandsummerhouse ideal for summer timewith friendsand
family.Complementing this is9ha(moreor less)ofgrazing land.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316278

Whitianga A44/73SouthEastHighway

161sqm
Tender (unlesssoldprior)
Closing4pm,Fri 14Mar2025
7TheEsplanade,Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Semi-retire instyle
• Motivatedvendors readytomoveon
• Management rightsuntil 2057
• Three-bedroommanagerapartment

Ourvendorsare ready for theirnextchapter, and instructionsareclear: all previouspricing is tobedisregarded.On
offer isaunique lifestyleopportunitycombiningbusinessandpleasurewith themanagement rights forSovereignPier
on theWaterwaysandaspacious three-bedroommanager’sapartment.Whetheryou’re readytowinddownyour
careeror seekinga lifestylechangewith incomepotential, thisopportunity ishard tobeat.

bayleys.co.nz/2201754
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90C Kopu Road, Kopu, (next to bridge), Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz • www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to
finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds
• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

SPORTS
Hauraki tamariki scoop national medals

Hauraki basketball and 
touch rugby teams head-

ed to national tournaments in 
Rotorua during the summer 
holidays. 

From January 20-22, 12 
teams of local tamariki and 
adults took the court at the 
Poitūkohu Māori National 
basketball tournament. 

Seven out of the 12 teams 
took home medals - the un-
der 12 Tama Rima, under 14 
Kōtiro, under 18 Wāhine, Pa-
keke Mixed and Social Mixed 
teams won gold in their divi-
sions, while under 8 mixed 
Kōwhai, Wāhine and under 8 
Kahikatea Kotiro took home 
silver. 

Three other teams just 
missed out on semi-final spots, 
making it the most successful 
year for Hauraki Māori Bas-
ketball.

A few days later, sev-
eral tamarki from across the 
Thames Valley represented 
the rohe at the 2025 Rowdy’s 

Touch Nationals, also in Roto-
rua from January 25-26. 

This included tamariki from 
Thames Valley touch teams 
(under 10, 12 and 14 boys, girls 
and mixed teams, Kerepēhi/
Paeroa touch team the Cobras 
(under 14 boys) and Thames 
Valley Māori team (under 12 
mixed). 

Playing against the country’s 

best, and through torrential 
rain on the final day, it was 
an incredible weekend for 
the under 12 mixed grades at 
the tournament, as all three 
Thames Valley teams claimed 
the top three spots with TVT 
Māori winning gold, TVT Ti-
tans 1 winning silver and TVT 
Titans 2 winning bronze. 

- By Ali Koia-Hamling

Tyrell Te Moananui, (basketball under 12s), prepares to shoot his free-throw. 

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

Hauraki basketball 
and touch rugby teams 
represented the Thames 
Valley region at national 
tournaments last month. 
Student ALI KOIA-
HAMLING caught some of 
the exciting action across 
the week.

Thames Valley Māori win Gold in the Under 12’s touch mixed grade at 
the Rowdy’s Junior Touch Tournament in Rotorua.           

RIGHT: Kaea Koia-
Hamling and Kade 

Frater of the TVT 
Titans 2 team take 

on the Thames 
Valley Māori team 

during the national 
touch rugby 

tournament.
                  Photos: 
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