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Mining controversyMining controversy
Protest action saw a government 

announcement delayed in 
Waihī on January 31, as members 
of Coromandel Watchdog and For-
est & Bird formed a human road-
block outside Oceana Gold’s Baxter 
Rd entrance. 

However, Resources Minister 
Shane Jones still managed to de-
but the government’s new national 
mining strategy in a lengthy  speech 
filled with inflammatory rhetoric. 

The Minister was in Waihī to 
unveil the strategy, which aims to 
double New Zealand’s mining ex-
port profit to $3 billion by 2035. 
He also released a list of 37 critical 
minerals deemed essential to New 
Zealand’s economy and techno-
logical needs. 

The announcement, which was 
scheduled for 10am, was delayed 
due to the protestors. They blocked 
the Baxter Rd entrance to the prop-
erty - brandishing signs, chanting 
slogans, and calling for the Minis-
ter to front up publicly. 

Two buses carrying invited dig-
nitaries and media were forced 
to turn away from the mine’s en-
trance, and further delays were 
caused as some protestors were 
forcibly removed from behind the 
reversing vehicles. 

Coromandel Watchdog chair 
Catherine Delahunty said she was 
pleased with the protest, saying it 
gave her hope for the future. 

“It was a wonderful turnout, very 
much from all over the peninsula, 
and there were some Waihī peo-
ple which is always quite brave on 
their part,” she said. 

“We succeeded in what we want-

ed to do, which was to delay things 
and to show our presence and our 
strength. And everybody was here 
because they care about this place, 
and they’re willing to give up a day 
and stand in the heat. They’re will-
ing to be called names and willing 
to be disparaged. But they actually 
have the bigger picture.”

The buses eventually detoured 
through the streets of Waihī and 
entered the mining property 
through another entrance. Minis-
ter Jones addressed mining staff 
and the invited guests a short while 
later at a warehouse within the 
premises. 

Minister Jones’ speech intro-
duced the new national mineral 
strategy, containing a roadmap  
outlining the Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment’s 
plan for the country’s mining in-
dustry as far ahead as 2040. 

Key takeaways of the strategy 
included: doubling New Zealand’s 
mining export profit; creating up 
to 2000 additional regional jobs 
across the country; a vision of a 
productive, innovative and re-
sponsible mining industry which 
reduces the country’s reliance on 
imported minerals; better public 
awareness of the mining industry; 
and more foreign investment. 

“The minerals sector can occupy 
a far more prominent position in 
the narrative of our nation,” Min-
ister Jones said.  

“It’s about time we had a debate 
as to where the pendulum should 
sit between green ideology and the 
need to grow our economy.” 

The Minister’s call for a calm na-
tional discussion about mining was

CONTINUED ON P2

Police step in as protestors attempt to halt a government 
announcement on mining strategy in Waihī.         

Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air



somewhat at odds with his deliv-
ery, however, as he used phrases 
like “climate groupthink”, “woke-
collar sponges” and “bureaucrat-
ic camouflage” to describe vari-
ous environmental groups, and 
policies like the Resource Man-
agement Act. 

Minister Jones also used his 
speech as an opportunity to ex-
pand on the government’s al-
ready well-publicised intention 
to remove red tape and other 
barriers in favour of economic 
advancement. He announced 
NZ First’s intention to rein in 
banks with a member’s bill, call-
ing them “woke-riddled, corpo-
rate undertakers” and suggesting 
they should not be using environ-
ment- or climate-related policies 
to constrain economic devel-
opment. “If we want economic 
growth in New Zealand, we have 
got to have a profound discus-
sion as to what percentage of the 
green tape, what percentage of 
the climate regulation can we ac-
tually afford.”

There were nods and murmurs 
of approval throughout the ware-
house as the Minister spoke, with 
one mining staff member mutter-
ing “what a legend” at the conclu-
sion of his speech. Not everyone 
in the audience was happy, how-
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Minister outlines mining strategy
CONTINUED FROM P1

Minister Shane Jones and Catherine Delahunty.     Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

ever, and Oceana Gold’s senior 
vice-president of legal and public 
affairs Alison Paul was interrupt-
ed partway through her speech 
by a mana whenua woman. 

“You all sit amongst the rocks 
of our tūpuna and say we should 
allow this… 1.6 million ounces of 
gold has been taken out of the 
mountain - it is not in the coffers 
of Hauraki iwi. It is not on the 
streets of the community. It has 
gone offshore,” she said. 

The Minister was quick to shut 
down her protests. He later told 
reporters his party was work-
ing on a policy ensuring more 
mining royalties remained in 
communities. The Minister also 
spoke about the environment, 
and said the mining strategy 
outlines the Government’s in-
tentions to continue to honour 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi and protect 
the environment within mining 
operations. He called it a “con-
sidered, enduring approach to 

minerals development”, saying 
it would still enable responsible, 
sustainable practices within the 
industry. “The Crown will uphold 
its obligations in Treaty settle-
ments… We will engage with the 
community and ensure that the 
guardrails are such that regions 
will not be blighted by the growth 
of the industry. But we are not 
going to be guilt-tripped,” the 
Minister said. 

Catherine Delahunty, who was 
disappointed the Minister would 
not speak publicly, said the strat-
egy represented the anti-mining 
agency’s worst fears about the 
government’s approach to min-
ing, and called it a “failure of 
leadership”. She said the strat-
egy would lead to greater envi-
ronmental risks and less public 
scrutiny. “The Minerals Strategy 
exists in the context of several re-
ally bad pieces of law. One is the 
Fast Track and the other is the 
Treaty Principles Bill… Both of 

them limit and attack the rights 
of Māori and the rights of citizens 
to be heard and to put forward 
our questions on these issues. 
And people are outraged about 
that,” she said. 

“Now [Oceana Gold has] opted 
for the Fast Track, no one gets a 
voice except a panel of govern-
ment-appointed experts and the 
ministers. The minerals strategy 
cannot say we are going to be 
credible and responsible regula-
tors when in fact they are actually 
stripping us of our rights through 
other legislation.”

The strategy’s mention of the 
environment was “tokenistic” at 
best, and increasing mineral pro-
duction was not worth the risk, 
she said. “There is a tone there 
that minerals are going to be 
our economic saviour… It’s not a 
huge part of the economy.”

Minister Jones, however, said 
the nation needed to focus on 
“turn[ing] the fortunes of our 
country around”.  

“It’s too easy for it to gener-
ate into a predictable, polarised 
debate: save the lizard, hate the 
pollution. We cannot afford such 
a binary, simplistic polarisation,” 
he said. “We have to seize every 
opportunity, within guardrails, to 
use nature’s bounty.” 
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Collecting kilometres for bowel cancer
In memory of her poppa Trev, 

Paeroa woman Tayla Smith 
is hitting the pavement, accu-
mulating kilometres all for a 
good cause.

Tayla, 20, is taking part in the 
national Move Your Butt cam-
paign throughout the month of 
February.

The initiative sees partici-
pants walking 100kms over 28 
days in honour of the 100 Ki-
wis who die from bowel cancer 
every month.

Tayla’s poppa, Trevor Smith, 
who also resided in Paeroa, 
was a bowel cancer survivor. 

“[He was diagnosed] before 
I was born, so I don’t know 
much about it, but I know he 
had the surgeries to remove the 
bowel,” Tayla told The Profile. 

“He kind of lived his life, you 
know, dealing with the conse-
quences that came after that, 
and there wasn’t much support 
in place for him, or he didn’t 
know there was.”

Poppa Trev died last year 
- his death was unrelated to 
bowel cancer - and after com-
ing across the Move Your Butt 
campaign, Tayla was inspired 
to raise funds for the cause.

“Poppa talked about it now 
and again, but I never asked 
about it, so I didn’t know any-
thing about bowel cancer,” she 
said. “It wasn’t until I saw the 

Move Your Butt fundraiser that 
I actually did my research, and 
found out more about him. 

“It’s been interesting to learn 
what he had been through, and 

what he’d survived, knowing 
that there’s such a high death 
rate.”

According to the campaign’s 
website, on average, eight New 

Zealanders are diagnosed with 
bowel cancer and three die 
from the disease every day.

It is the second highest cause 
of cancer death in the country, 

Paeroa local Tayla Smith is walking 100kms this month to support Bowel Cancer NZ.                     Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

yet Bowel Cancer NZ is 100 per 
cent community funded and 
receives no government assis-
tance. 

“Move Your Butt is just a re-
ally great cause,” Tayla said. 

“There are a lot of conse-
quences of the treatment that 
you go through that affect you 
for the rest of your life.

“And that’s why this fund-
raiser is so important, because 
I’m imagining how better pop-
pa’s quality of life could have 
been with that support.”

Tayla is aiming to walk at 
least 4km a day to reach her 
goal of 100kms before the end 
of this month, and while she 
admitted she’s never particu-
larly motivated to accumulate 
her kilometres, the support 
from the public has been a big 
push.

“I’ve learned that if I put 
my mind to something, I can 
achieve it, because so far I’ve 
done a lot of kilometres I didn’t 
think I’d do,” she said.

“And also, the community’s 
actually really lovely. I’ve had 
a lot of donations from people 
I don’t know, which is really 
heartwarming.”
DETAILS: To donate to Tayla’s 
fundraising efforts, visit movey-
ourbutt.org.nz/donate and 
search for ‘Tayla Smith’. 
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The Minister speaks with a worker outside the processing plant.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

Mill operator Mark Anderson shows the Minister veins of quartz.
Samples of rock core are measured 
and analysed above-ground.

Minister’s field trip
Resources Minister Shane Jones was invited to tour the 
above-ground facilities at Oceana Gold on January 31, after 
his announcement introducing the new minerals strategy and 
critical minerals list. The tour took in the processing plant, ore 
stockpile, and water treatment plant. The minister also spoke 
with several mine workers, who explained the various processes 
at the mine. Reporter ALICE PARMINTER joined the tour.

The underground mine portal, heading into the underground mine.

Oceana Gold’s above-ground operations. 
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Unfolding Waihī’s history one decade at a time
She’s only 16 years old, but Bella 

Paulsen has her mind firmly in 
the last century. 

The Waihī College student has 
opened her debut exhibition at the 
Waihī Arts Centre and Museum, 
with a deep dive into the mining 
town’s photographic history. 

Waihī Unfolded had a gala 
opening on January 24, with ex-
hibition curator Bella presenting 
her display to the gathered crowd 
of around 60 people.

It had been hours and weeks 
of hard work, she said; sifting 
through the museum’s archived 
collection to put together a time-
line of Waihī’s history. 

The exhibition will be open for 
up to a month, Bella said, depend-
ing on public interest. It features 
photographs, signs, newspapers 
and documents showcasing the 
people of Waihī. 

Each display focuses on a dif-
ferent decade; beginning in 1880 
with the “Martha” gold claim on 
Pukewa Hill in 1878, and continu-
ing up to the 21st century. 

Along the way attendees can 
view aerial pictures of the town; 
photos of the main street; school, 
club and business photos; letters; 
and written histories of promi-
nent locals like the Pye family. 

“Originally it was just sup-
posed to be from 1880 around to 
2000, but then this area here [the 
2000s] just expanded. It is much 
bigger than what I expected,” Bel-
la said. 

“The cool thing about this time-
line is it kind of expands away 

from mining, because I know 
Waihī’s all about mining, but this 
[is] about the people. You’ll see a 
lot of faces.”

Bella began volunteering at the 
museum a year ago, after she re-
turned from a student exchange 
to Italy. Initially she was greeting 
visitors, but she quickly became 
involved with the archives. 

Bella said her exhibition idea 

was sparked as she dug through 
the organisation’s stored artefacts. 

“I was looking through and put-
ting photos into the systems, and I 
was like, this is such amazing stuff 
that should be seen. But our mu-
seum doesn’t have the space to ac-
commodate everything,” she said. 

“So this is a little one-off for the 
community to see and experience.”

Bella said she wanted to encour-

age people to get involved with the 
museum, and also hoped her show 
would pave the way for similar ex-
hibitions in the future. 

“[I want to] inspire the museum 
to include more of this stuff. A 
lot of these photos were hidden 
away so bringing them out more 
or doing this a little more often, or 
something smaller,” she said. 

“I would like to partner with 

Sixteen-year-old Bella Paulsen with the museum display she curated.              Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Waihī College a bit more, and I 
would love to keep doing a time-
line again, maybe something dif-
ferent, maybe focus on a specific 
area in history.”

Judy Newth, who manages the 
museum’s volunteers, said she 
was impressed with Bella’s work. 

“She suggested it, and we were 
impressed with the way that she 
had planned it, and her things 
like the posters that she did,” 
Judy said. “It’s not the usual sort 
of exhibition that we would have. 
There’s a lot of photos, but they’ve 
also got a lot of captions added to 
them, which is very important, re-
ally, because a lot of people don’t 
know about it. And I think she’s 
been very happy with the results 
that she’s had.”

Meanwhile, Bella also has big 
plans for her own future. 

“I’m working on doing a mu-
seum career, I want to work at Te 
Papa specifically,” she said. 

“There’s also a lot of design as-
pects through here as well that I’m 
also kind of interested in.”

And her first foray into curation 
has been an excellent start to her 
portfolio, Bella said. She spent 
more than two weeks working 
nearly full-time to put everything 
together, including sourcing the 
photos and information, and even 
aligning the ceiling spotlights.  

“It’s nice seeing it all being 
brought together,” she said. 

“I’m pretty proud of it.” 
DETAILS: Waihī Unfolded is on at the 
Waihī Arts Centre and Museum, 54 
Kenny St.
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Saturday 8th February - Paeroa Domain
Online Earlybird Tickets - Adults  $20, Children free 
Gate Tickets Adults $25 (under 15 with an accompaning adult)

paeroahighlandgames.co.nz
NZ Highland Heavyweight Championship

Axeman’s Carnival * Highland Dancing 
3 Hour Spectacular Evening Tattoo 

Massed Pipe Bands * Steampunk Tartan 
Variety Stage * Junior (kids) Highland Games

Clan Village, Genealogy  & Market
And much more... see our website for a full programme

Kerepēhi flax milling halted after large shed fire

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES searches 
through old newspapers to 

bring you the stories Thames 
Valley locals once read about 

themselves.

Flax milling operations at 
Kerepēhi stopped when a shed 

containing a large quantity of 
dressed flax and an oil engine was 
destroyed by fire.

It was mainly by the efforts of 
the employees that the damage 
was not more extensive. The fire 
appeared to have been caused 
by a spark from the funnel of a 
steamer lying in the creek near 
the mill. The flax was the prop-
erty of Bourke and company who 
had extensive flax milling estab-
lishments in many parts of New 
Zealand. George Scotcher, man-
ager of the company, immediately 
advised his associates of the loss, 
which though substantial, would 
make no difference to the opera-
tions at Kerepēhi. A new shed was 
to be constructed at once.

Meanwhile, somewhere at the 
back of Thames, a gum digger 
went on a wild and nerve-shak-
ing jamboree. He had evidently 
become satiated with the taste of 
the frothing beer and sparkling 
whisky and soda, so began stock-
piling an opiate laced painkiller.

He stored the stuff by the case, 

Flax fibre on skids at Kerepēhi ready for the drying paddock.                                    Photo: SUPPLIED

Vintage Valley News

and when he thought that he had 
a sufficiently large store of reserve 
ammunition, he proceeded to ‘let 
her go.’

On the first day he exhausted 
himself with weird dances and joy-
ful ditties; on the second he grew 
savage and tried to smite the fair-
ies of the bush, fencing imaginary 
duels with his spear; on the third 
he made a torch of his hut. and 
woke up in the morning drenched 
to the skin ; on the fourth, he wan-
dered aimlessly round looking 
for his lost home and his beloved 
painkiller; the fifth brought wan-
dering reason back; on the sixth 
day he understood the position, 
and proceeded to build himself an-
other home, while on the seventh, 
he again started to dig for gum. 

Over at Waihī the saying ‘the 
mail must get through’ was taken 
to heart by Mr Deverell, mail con-

tractor between there and Tau-
ranga. While attempting to carry 
the mails through on horseback 
to Waihī after a flood he trav-
elled for five miles in water up 
to the saddle flaps. Just beyond 
Aongatete he attempted to swim 
his horse along the road and had 
accomplished three parts of the 
journey when his horse was swept 
from under him, and washed 
downstream. Mr Deverell was 
pulled under water and caught in 
a barbed wire fence. With consid-
erable difficulty he got his head 
above water, and, clinging to the 
top wire of the fence, made his way 
out of danger. His horse got safely 
to land, but the mail bags were 
lost altogether. Mr Deverell rode 
on and completed the journey 
to Waihī.

At Paeroa, a night watchman 
was needed and a meeting of local 

business people held. Businesses 
would be asked to give a weekly 
subscription towards paying the 
man’s wages. Property owners not 
resident in the town would also 
be asked to give a yearly subscrip-
tion towards the fund. The County 
Council had been approached for 
a contribution but had deferred 
consideration of the matter. It was 
agreed that the man appointed 
must have the right to control the 
water supply at night in case of 
fire.

They should take care to get a 
good man, because if they got a 
‘waster’ they might as well do with-
out anybody at all. Mr H Spinks 
was duly appointed and during his 
first week, in all sorts of holes and 
corners, he discovered a number 
of undesirables, one of them even 
being unearthed from the pavilion 
in the domain.

1907

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Numbers on the opposite sides of 
a modern die (dice) always add up to 
which number?
2. How many points is a free throw 
worth in basketball?
3. Which New Zealand company 
manufactures Fruju ice blocks?
4. In the TV show The Simpsons, in 
most episodes, where is the home 
town of the Simpsons?
5. Which existed first, grasshoppers 
or grass?
6. If the Burj Khalifa (tallest building in 
the world) was laid on its side, would 
it be longer than Vatican City (the 
smallest country in the world)?
7. What year did the first McDonald’s 
store open in New Zealand?
8. Which American actor is Angelina 
Jolie’s father?
9. What is the name, beginning with 
D, given to an equatorial region of 
the Atlantic Ocean where light/calm 
unpredictable winds become an an-
noyance to sailors, slowing their jour-
ney?
10. The flags of Vatican City, Malta 
and Northern Marianas are the only 
national flags containing which col-
our?

ANSWERS: 1. Seven; 2. One point; 3. Tip-
Top; 4. Springfield; 5. Grasshoppers, around 
250 million years ago, grass first appeared 
66 million years ago; 6. No. The Vatican 
City is 850m wide at its narrowest point, 
versus the Burj Khalifa which is 830m high.; 
7. 1976. in Porirua, near Wellington.; 8. Jon 
Voight; 9. The Doldrums; 10. Grey. 
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Shop 22, Goldfields Shopping Centre, Thames
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm / Sat 9am-4pm / Sun 10am-3pm Ph: 07 868 3332
Minimum purchase amount of $999 applicable. Lending Criteria, $50 Annual Account Fee, Fees, Minimum Transfer Amount, Ts&Cs
apply. Standard Interest Rate (currently 28.95% p.a.) applies to any outstanding balance at end of interest free period. $55 Establish-
ment Fee or $35 Advance Fee applies to Long Term Finance Purchases. Price subject to mattress and base only. Free local delivery
applies on purchases of $999 and above, within a 15km radius. Beds4U reserve the right to amend any misprints or error within
this advertisement.

FREE
MATTRESS PROTECTOR

FREE
OLD BED REMOVAL

On purchases of $1999
and above*

On purchases of $2499
and above

VALID TILL 9TH OF FEBRUARYALLII ILLLL THHH FEEE UAAVAV D TD T 99T OFOF BR RYRY

FREE
LAVENDER PILLOWS

With every sleepset
VALID TILL 9TH OF FEBRUARY VALID TILL 9TH OF FEBRUARY

NO Payments
Interest until July 2026!

POSTURE
ELITE MEDIUM 60%

OFF

$1359NOW
ONLY

QUEEN SIZE
MATTRESS + BASE

$1312NOW
ONLY

QUEEN SIZE
MATTRESS + BASE

$3148STARTS
AT

Tempur Motion Adjustable Bed
With EASE 20 Medium

superBED
WAITANGI DAY

TRANQUIL COMFORT

Tempur Motion Adjustable bed

SUPER

SAVER

EASE COMBO

Be nice to Echo: The magpie who holds a grudge

In the Karangahake lives 
a flightless magpie with a 

knack for tui impressions.
She steals puzzle pieces and 

plays with soft toys, sits on the 
cat, and gets caught on secu-
rity cameras snooping out the 
neighbour’s place.

She’s an unorthodox pet, but 
Echo has become part of the 
furniture in the home of Anita 
and Craig Saunders.

As owners of The Aviator Ex-
perience in Thames, the Saun-
ders’ are familiar with goings-
on in the sky, but Echo - who 
had her wing feathers clipped 
before they got her - was some-
thing new for the pair.

“We got Echo from a bird 
rescue when she was about 
three-months-old,” Anita told 
The Profile. 

“We went to the rescue to 
drop off a lonely duckling who 
swam up to us at the river. 
The lady mentioned she had a 
young magpie needing a home, 
and we’d always loved them, so 
we said yes.”

Echo moved onto the family 
property in the gorge, along-
side cats, dogs, and other ani-
mals.

Anita said she was a very in-
teractive bird who loved to play 
- especially if soft toys were in-
volved. 

“She’ll enjoy being chased, 
climb all over our very tolerant 
cat and pull his ears and whisk-
ers, and play with the dog, steal 
her toys, and join in with fetch 

games,” she said.
“She’s also content just to sit 

on our arm and chill out. In the 
early evening she always hangs 
out in the lounge with us, then 
puts herself to bed on top of a 
cabinet when it starts getting 
dark outside. At our bedtime 
we put her on her roost out-
side near the house, unless the 
weather is bad, then she gets to 
stay inside.”

And despite being grounded, 

Echo has gone missing three 
times. 

Anita suspects she either fol-
lows people or gets frightened 
by them, then ends up in an 
unfamiliar area - making it dif-
ficult for her to make her way 
back home.

To help, Echo’s family has 
now put big, colourful, spin-
ning windmills on the back gate 
and she hasn’t got lost since.

But despite Echo being loved 

by the whole family, Anita said 
people should not seek out 
magpies - who can live up to 25 
years - as pets. 

“They really are much bet-
ter off with their own kind, and 
they have very strong family 
bonds,” she said. “They should 
only ever be rescued if there 
is no other option, and they 
would not be good around chil-
dren with their sharp beak and 
claws.”

Magpies also remember fac-
es, she said, which can lead to 
an icy reception if anybody is 
ever unkind to one.

“So if you’re mean to them, 
they’ll recognise you and they’ll 
hold a grudge,” she said. “Echo 
has stayed mad with me for a 
while after I’ve had to handle 
her more than she likes!”

Echo was adopted by Craig and Anita Saunders after visiting a bird rescue. RIGHT: Echo climbs over her very tolerant feline sibling.           Photos: SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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$1,799FR
O

M

Serenity Peace
Queen Bed

Payments, No Interest ‘til August 2026* *On in-store purchases
$999 &over ‘til 25.02.25.

$2,239FR
O

M

Serenity Essence
Queen Bed

60%
off.
Range
Clearance.

UP TO

*Offer valid to 25.02.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve
the right to correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *No payments and
no interest for 18 months (“Payment Holiday”) is available on Long Term Finance (LTF) in-store purchases only until 25.02.25. Min spend $999. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account
Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35 Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Standard Interest Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees
correct as at date of publication, subject to change. New customers need to apply and be approved for a Q Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.

o

*Offer valid to 25 02 25 or while stocks last Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding onl

No

BEDS R US
THAMES

205 Sealey Street,
Thames

PH 07 868 6128

BEDS R US
WHANGAMATA
419 Port Road,
Whangamata
PH 07 865 9027

BEDS R US
WAIHI

94 Seddon Street,
Waihi

PH 07 863 8787

BEDS R US
WHITIANGA

4/9 Joan Gaskell Drive,
Whitianga

PH 07 866 5726
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Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

SCANME

LEAARN MORE AT

www.tcdc.govt.nz/hauraki-opportunity

TELL US
WHAT
MATTERS
MOST

Let your
voice fly
Tukua to

- reo kia rere

THAMES-CO
ROMANDEL

Complete
the survey to

go in the draw for
one of 80

$25
gift cards

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Ngākau Symposium seeks artist sponsorship
A call for artist sponsorship 

has been put out by the 
Ngākau Symposium commit-
tee in the lead up to the 2025 
Ngākau Carving Symposium 
from April 12 to April 26.

The Ngākau Symposium is a 
space where professional and 
emerging artists come together 
with a shared interest and pas-
sion for whakairo (carving), 
working with kōhatu (stone) 
and rākau (wood), and will 
be held at and hosted by Te 
Kura o Te Kauaeranga Thames 
South School.

The first Symposium in 2023 
rallied 14 artists, followed by 
18 artists in 2024.

For its third instalment in 
April this year, financial sup-
port is needed to host 22 artists 
set to descend upon Hauraki.

People are invited to sponsor 
a Ngākau Carving Symposium 
artist for $1500 and in ex-
change the sponsor will receive 
one carved sculpture made by 
the artist.

Organiser Andre Barlow told 
The Profile many of the sculp-
tures from previous Symposi-
ums stayed in Hauraki, with 
some of the sculptures, which 
were sponsored by businesses, 
on display for the community 
to see.

The aim of the Symposium 
was to reclaim traditions of 
the past and “bring it back” 

and “have that on our grounds 
for our young people to pick up 
and start doing”, she said.

Previously artists would cre-
ate the sponsored pieces during 
the two-week symposium, but 
it meant those who viewed the 
work during the event couldn’t 
purchase any of it because they 

were already spoken for, An-
dre said. “So, we’ve changed 
that. All the sponsored pieces 
are done before they get to the 
school. They come with them 
[artists] to the symposium.”

Any works created by the 
artists during the symposium 
would either be commissioned 

pieces, or would go into the 
auction on the final day, she 
said.

The event will also include 
workshops across the two 
weeks, led by different art-
ists from across the motu, and 
some will include events for 
tamariki to enjoy.

“[The artists] put everything 
into their pieces. All these art-
ists, they give 110 per cent.”
DETAILS: To sponsor an artist, 
commission a sculpture or spon-
sor any of the workshops or kai 
for the artists, contact Andre Bar-
low on Ph: 021 217 6876, or email 
ngakaucommittee@gmail.com.

Sculptor Trevor Nathan at a previous Carving Symposium, which is calling for sponsorship for this year’s event.            File Photo: THE VALLEY PROFILE

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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M

M7-2 SERIES
TRACTORS

IN STOCK NOW!

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

Farm Effluent Equipment

Full System Design

Installation

Service

0800 4 EFFLUENT www.williamsirrigation.com

PL
07

10
00

8

YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Volunteers and Parafed members make the most of the surf and sun Waihī Beach.  Photos: BEN HAARMANN

Rylee Sayer conquers the waves. Surfers gather on the beach. 

Surf’s up at Waihī Beach
A wave of thrill-seekers made a 

splash at Waihī Beach for the 
annual Adaptive Surfing Day on 
January 18.

Waihī Beach Surf School in-
structor Aidan Comrie and his 
crew led a group of more than 17 
people from Parafed Waikato, 
which is a non-profit sport organi-
sation that provides opportunities 
in the sport and recreation world 
for people with physical and visual 
impairments.

Each Parafed member has a dif-
ferent disability and requires vary-
ing levels of support in the surf.  
And this is where the Waihī Beach 
community steps up. 

Live Well Waihī Beach is a 
community-led organisation that 
helps groups and organisations 
collaborate and grow community 
services, assets and messaging, 
and when they put out the call out 
for volunteers for the Adaptive 
Surfing Day, more than 30 volun-

teers showed up.
Community co-ordinator Cindy 

Clare said the event was beneficial 
for the community. 

“The inspiration we, as volun-
teers, get from meeting the Par-
afed members and seeing what is 
possible against all physical bar-
riers is incredible. And it brings 
our volunteer community together 
with positivity.”

Live Well Waihī Beach also 
managed the beach mats and 
wheelchairs for the event.

Parafed sport development of-
ficer Cathy Wooller said: “we love 
Waihī Beach for our surfing day”.

“It’s not just due to the mats and 
beach wheelchairs, but also the 
people and the community.”

Cathy said the support they 
received from Waihī Beach Surf 
School and Live Well Waihī Beach 
was fantastic, and the number of 
volunteers who showed up full of 
energy was priceless.

Lucas Pedersen with instructor Aidan Comrie of Waihī Beach Surf School.

Matty Bauernfeind from Parafed.
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Hauraki Plains Motors Ltd
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: miles@hpmotors.co.nz

W E ’ V E G O T YO U C OV E R E D . .W E ’ V E G O T YO U C OV E R E D . .
Machinery

Bikes

Ride Ons Honda Power
Products

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

PH: (07) 868 9422
Stephen Young
0274 820 536

P.O. Box 768, Thames
DEPOT: 26 QUEEN ST, KOPU THAMES

An upcoming event hosted by the 
Waikato-Hauraki-Coromandel Ru-

ral Support Trust will be a “super re-
laxed” barbecue to bring together the 
community.

Held at Fitzgerald’s Farm at 865 
Monument Rd in Mangatangi, Rural 
Support co-ordinator Wanda Lead-
beater said the special event was slight-
ly different from their regular commu-
nity get-togethers.  

“The Fitzgerald family have opened 
up their property because they’ve got 
lots of really antique tractors and earth-
moving equipment, farming equip-
ment. So there’s quite a lot to see,” she 
told The Profile. 

“This is the second [event] we’ve done 
with a similar sort of theme.”

Wanda said farmers across the coun-
try had been opening their private col-
lections and sharing them with the 
public. 

“Which has been amazing because 
it’s just a beautiful slice of history… It’s 
amazing what we have in rural New 
Zealand, literally on our doorstep.”

Wanda said the Rural Support Trust 
were also looking for people who could 
take on a “community ambassador” 
role - especially in Eastern Waikato.

“We’re looking for people who can 

Farm to host 
community BBQ

go to events and wave our flag and 
say, hey, this is what we do; really just 
strengthening our community ambas-
sador space,” she said.

The Waikato-Hauraki-Coromandel 
Rural Support Trust is a part of a na-
tionwide charitable organisation set up 
to work with primary producers during 
challenging times. The region spans 
from South of the Auckland Harbour 
bridge to Lake Taupo, encompassing 11 
territorial Council authorities and Wai-
kato Regional Council.
DETAILS: Community BBQ at Fitzgerald’s 
Farm, 865 Monument Rd, is on February 
13 from 11.30am-2pm. For more details or 
to help with the trust, contact Wanda at 
021 180 2995.

A Rural Support Trust BBQ is being held in 
Mangatangi next week.                     FILE PHOTO

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Holden Captiva
2.4Ltr Auto, 2WD, Low Kms, Tow Bar

$13,990
2015 Ssangyong

Korando Ltd
2.0Ltr Auto, 2WD, NZ New, T-Bar

$13,990

2016 Ssangyong
Korando SPR

2.0Ltr Auto, AWD, Low Km, Like New
TOP SPEC

$14,990

2016 Mitsubishi ASX
Auto, AWD, Diesel, Top Spec,

NZ New, BEST BUY

$13,990

2014 Ford Kuga
Auto, 2WD, Tow Bar, Top Condition

$8,990
VALUE

2001 Holden Commodore VX
Auto,3.8V6, Alloys, Spoiler, Tow Bar,

BEST AVAILABLE

$7,990

2014 Ssangyong
Rexton SPR

Diesel, AWD, 7 Seat, Top Spec Leather

$12,990

eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Price Reduction

Waihi
73 Pukekauri Road, Waikino 3 1 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa12476

Price Reduced for Action
Nestled in idyllic surroundings, this 5,849 sqm (approx.)
lifestyle property offers a peaceful country atmosphere,
manicured gardens, a three-bedroom home with open-
plan living, a covered entertaining deck, double garage,
fruit trees and endless potential.

Asking Price $820,000
View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

Waihi
67 Mathers Road

eves.co.nz/ewa18438

Classic Country Canvas - Title Issued
No compromise on quality or location with this fertile
6ha (more or less) lifestyle option. The easy nature of
the land presents great options, grazing, horticulture
potential, or peaceful lifestyle living in a picture perfect
setting. Great location. Call Lester today.

Asking Price $799,000 Plus GST (if any)
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

New Listing

Waihi
96B Waitete Road North

eves.co.nz/ewa19516

Off Grid Lifestlye Living
Discover the perfect spot to escape with this 2-hectare
(more or less) lifestyle block offering the ultimate off-
grid experience and a chance to create your dream
retreat. Private in an elevated position with town views.
Cabin onsite with utility carport.

Auction Thurs 20 Feb, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
116 Princes Street, Waikino 3 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa18450

Explore the Space, Privacy & Views
Price drop on this three-bedroom, two-bathroom
lifestyle property offering privacy, comfort, and plenty
of space. Set on 8,705 sqm (approx.) of land, with
established grounds, fruit trees, paddocks, and room to
add shed (with council approval).

Asking Price $885,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
QUALITY EVERYTIME

Professional , Honest and Reliable Home Kill
Processing Available

call now to make a booking
Homemade Old Fashioned

Sausages and Small Goods Made on Site
Raffle Packs available

OPEN Mon - Fri 7am till 5.30pm
Sat 8am till 1pm

61 Belmont Road Paeroa
07 862 6959

404 Pollen Street Thames
Ph: 0223809735 email: burtonsbistro.catering@gmail.com
website: burtoncatering.co.nz facebook: @burtonscatering

Lunch Bar Opening Hours: 7:30am-3:00pm Monday-Friday

FOR ALL YOUR CATERING NEEDS
Wedding, Funerals, Meetings, Team Building days, Parties

Any occasion you need catered.
50-Seat function Room (Burton’s Out the Back)

SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz

Coping alone: seniors tackle the kitchen
A course offering practical 

food shopping and cook-
ing guidelines for elderly has 
been launched by Grey Power 
Thames. 

Primarily targeted at elderly 
men who suddenly find them-
selves needing to make unfa-
miliar decisions due to the loss 
or illness of a partner, the pro-
ject is also attracting interest 
from women.

Over six weeks, course at-
tendees will learn to navigate 
a kitchen, cook basic recipes, 
put together a nutritious meal, 
and also practice supermarket 
shopping skills like compar-
ing prices and choosing cuts of 
meat. 

The cost of the course is $25, 
which will also cover member-
ship to Grey Power. 

The project has been devel-
oped by Grey Power Thames 
vice president Carolyn Young, 
who volunteers as a cooking in-
structor at Moanataiari School.

“We discussed the project 
with the school and have been 
offered the use of their cooking 
class kitchen,” Carolyn said.

“This enables us to instruct 
up to six people on how to pre-
pare meals for themselves.

“Recipe and nutrition books 
will be supplied. Students will 
learn basic preparation and 
cooking skills. A meal will be 

prepared, cooked and eaten to-
gether.”

Carolyn said she hoped the 
course would help make life 
more happy and fulfilling for 

those who were not used to 
coping on their own. 

“It’s very much giving sup-
port. When they meet other 
people on their own at the 

classes, they can forge friend-
ships and it gives them an out-
ing once a week,” she said. 

“We’re a very elderly popula-
tion in Thames. 

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

“Some of them have never 
cooked and they’ve got no fam-
ily. So it’s helping them just 
around the house.”

The first course will run 
sometime in February, and 
Carolyn said the pilot course 
would be funded with dona-
tions from its members. 

“One of our members said, 
‘I would like to donate $100’. 
And by the end of the meeting, 
we had three others putting in 
another $150. 

“I was just absolutely thrilled 
that we’ve got enough to do the 
first one.”

The project also has support 
from Pak’nSave Thames, which 
will be contributing to the cost 
of the supermarket shop. 

Carolyn is hopeful they will 
be able to also garner support 
and sponsorship from other lo-
cal businesses. 

“Clearly we would be delight-
ed for some financial help. We 
don’t need much but we will 
need something if the project 
grows legs,” she said. 

“We are hoping the whole 
thing develops into a team ef-
fort. If you, or someone you 
know would like to be part of 
this please get in touch.”
DETAILS: For further information 
about the course, contact Caro-
lyn Young, Ph 027 463 4948 or 
barry.carolyn@xtra.co.nz.

Grey Power Thames’ Carolyn Young with 
Moanataiari School principal David Brock.      

               Photo: SUPPLIED
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fffor

+ more

Fish + supplies

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com • 027 967 1399

animaladdiction.co.nz

Rabbits & Guinea Pigs + supplies

Dog & Cat toys + supplies

locally handmade coats & accessories

Rats & Mice supplies Lizard supplies

Birds + supplies

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

Call or
text us

free courses • free transport

Prefer to be in the
adult learning
environment?

We have youth guarantee
programmes in our tertiary

education centre and
Polytech level courses.
Come along and see us

SPORTS
Curve balls aside, work begins on courts
Tara Carter met with district 

council staff and started 
getting quotes to refurbish the 
Ngātea netball courts. 

Three years and two children 
later, things have finally come to 
pass.

The Hauraki Plains Netball 
Centre has been dealing with a 
flood-prone playing surface, in 
which a moderate amount of rain 
can render half of the courts un-
usable.

They were constructed in 2008 
by landowners Hauraki District 
Council, and Tara said their age, 
plus the subsidence that occurs 
underneath the surface, stopped 
rainwater from draining and 
caused the courts to flood.

But as the netball centre’s fun-
draising and facilities officer, as 
well as its health and safety of-
ficer, she made it her mission 
to make the courts at the Hugh 
Hayward Domain playable, all 
year round.

“It’s been quite a ride,” she 
said. “We had a significant fund-
ing shortfall.”

After Tara applied for three 
grants and had all approved, re-
ceiving $30,000 from Trust Wai-
kato, $32,000 from Grassroots 
Trust, and $209,000 from Lot-
tery Community Facilities - plus 
the centre’s own funds of around 
$100,000 - she had successfully 
accumulated $370,000 for the 
project.

However, after bringing in 
surveyors and engineers to kick-
start the resealing, they told her it 
would cost a lot more than origi-
nally thought.

So, in February last year, Tara 
presented in front of Hauraki 
district councillors, who then ap-
pointed Garth Doherty as project 
manager. 

“At this point I had three 
funders who had been waiting 
close to 12 months from when 
they had approved our funds, and 
they were wanting accountabil-
ity reports for us having achieved 

what we said we would,” Tara 
said.

“Thankfully, they were all very 
understanding and agreed to ex-
tend until October as we worked 
with renewed hope.”

Tara said the first option pre-
sented to the centre was to resur-
face the six courts in a turf-type 
product which would have come 
in around $130k over budget, 
with council covering the differ-
ence. But turf was not a suitable 
surface to play senior netball on, 
she said.

“It was then determined it was 

a possibility to re-level and as-
phalt the back four courts which 
are our problem courts, without 
needing to dig up the front two 
courts,” Tara said.

This option came within budg-
et.

After a lot of “toing and fro-
ing”, last minute pleading with 
funders, and a delay to works in 
the New Year, Tara said she had 
faced a number of curve balls but 
was now seeing the end in sight.

“So many times it’s felt like 
we’ve got a solution only for it to 
cave or fall at the final hurdle, so 

Work to resurface four of Ngātea’s netball courts is underway. INSET: Fundraising officer Tara Carter.                    Photo: SUPPLIED

I’ve said I’ll only be celebrating 
when they’re finished, with all 
the lines painted and goal posts 
reinstated,” she said.

Council group manager service 
delivery Adrian de Laborde said 
he was pleased a resolution had 
been achieved, with the remedial 
works underway. 

“This process has involved a 
considerable amount of technical 
engineering input in order to be 
compliant with the New Zealand 
Netball Association court design 
guideline,” he said. “The design 
will now allow for the courts to be 
used safely year-round.”

Meanwhile, Mayor Toby Ad-
ams said Tara and her team 
should be commended for their 
ongoing efforts.

“The professionalism brought 
to this project by Tara and her 
team has achieved a positive 
outcome for all stakeholders in-
volved,” he said. 

“This has allowed the associa-
tion to implement their contract 
for the construction of the courts 
and aided in council’s ability to 
provide technical assistance.

“Council has been impressed 
by the resourcefulness, drive and 
dedication shown by the associa-
tion to make this project happen. 
It’ll lead to a great outcome for 
netball in the Ngātea region.”

There will also be tennis and 
pickleball lines added to the 
courts, with completion set for 
late February-early March.

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

NETBALL
By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air
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Did you know we take xrays in our practice!?
Come in and get checked - we have scrapped our Reactivation fee

and you can claim new ACC through us!
www.evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

07 868 6665
admin@evergreenchiropractic.co.nz

Best wishes from,
Dr Tim, Dr Char, Dr Pete & Dr Ben,

Steph, Nikki & Rechelle.

Dr Ben is
in house
until April!

If you or any of your whānau (family and friends) are in
distress, tēnā waea mai - give our Ohu Hinengaro
(mental health & addictions) team a call.

WWWe offffffer an iiinnnclusive service, delivered
through a kaupapa Māori approach,
to support thooose living within the
Hauraki rohe.

Mane (Mon) - Paraire (Fri)
8.30am - 4.30pm

FREEPHONE
0508 111 555

HINENGARO
HOTLINE
IMMEDIATE RESPONSE FOR
WHĀNAU IN DISTRESS

TE KOROWAI HAUORAO HAURAKI

HOW AR E YOUR EAR S ?
I t c h y, B lo c k e d , R i n g i n g ?

107 Sealey St Thames
Ph: 07 868 3250
Or book online at

www.earhealth.co.nz

Our experienced registered nurses provide
Micro suction of ear wax and debris
Management of ear infections
Removal of foreign objects from ear canal

Adults $60 Children $40
• No referral required
• ACC and Veteran Affairs approved

Thames is every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
Paeroa is every second Friday







Classic to contemporary styling

All aspects of colouring

Blonding specialists

“City styling in the
heart of Coromandel”

558 Pollen St, Thames. Phone 868 6105 www.walterandco.co.nz
www.facebook.com/walterandcothames Instagram@walter_andco

Health & WellbeingHealth & Wellbeing ADVERTISING FEATURE

Services, products at Walter & Co
Leanne and Sophia offer more than salon 

services - we also stock a vast range of 
hair and styling products in our shampoo 
shop.

Not only do we love to give you the very 
best hair services, we also want to be able 
to provide you with the tools and products 
to keep your hair looking great. Our main 
product ranges are Pure - Australian origin 
paraben/sulphate/gluten free and vegan. 
Pure is an organic product popular with 
those seeking some- thing gentler.

Juuce - infused with Australian botanicals. 
Juuce offers a full range for all hair types 
and includes an extensive styling range. 
Lust Haircare is a New Zealand formulated 
product which is designed to meet our cli-
mate issues offering protection against the 
elements. It is also a comprehensive range 
from fine to thick hair and everything in be-
tween.

Our latest range is Clever Curl and is Curly 
Girl method approved. The range includes 
fine to thick hair cleansing and styling prod-
ucts.

We also have a range of Lust Colour Masks 
and our blonde clients are covered with a 
range of treatments and shampoos to keep 
your hair healthy and toned, we have nu-

merous purple shampoos available across 
our ranges. We have some new beauty 
products, Nude by Lust lipsticks available in 
15 shades and new Nude by Lust mascaras.

For your tool requirements, we have 
styling brushes, Tangle Teezer detangling 
brushes. If you’re looking for accessories, 
we have claw clips and scrunchies in all col-
ours. We have a delightful range of hand-
made soaps from Jeanie’s Soaps - a local 
artisan. We are also an exclusive stockist of 
the luxury brand MOR products, the glam-
orous packaging hints at the decadence 
within. The Marshmallow range smells as 
fabulous as it looks, and includes candles, 
room diffusers, hand creams, body lotions 
and body cream and lip balms. MOR range 
is a wonderful gift for the discerning wom-
an.

We are now offering some new additional 
salon services: eyebrow and eyelash tinting. 
Where possible, we can schedule this dur-
ing a visit for your hair appointment or you 
can book separately. 
DETAILS: 558 Pollen St, Thames; Ph 07 868 
6105; www.walterandco.co.nz, www.face-
book.com/walterandcothames and Insta-
gram@walter_andco.

 - Supplied by Walter & Co

Hey Ladies,  this one is for 
you. 
Come along and join us for 
an evening where we talk 
about all things related to 
menopause, symptoms, ex-
periences and how it can be 
managed.
Hosted by Dr Hayley Scott at our Health 
Ngatea Practice, the $5 cover charge will 
donated to our local Thames Community 

Cancer Support Group.
Save the date, and get a 
group of your friends to-
gether.  Lets look at modern 
menopause management.
DETAILS: Menopause Info 
Evening, February 10, 6pm 
at Health Ngatea, 6 Dent St, 

Ngatea, $5 entry.
Take care of yourselves and each other.

- Supplied by Health Ngatea.

Menopause evening for Ngatea

Increasing rates of diabetes expected: study
Immediate and bold action is required to tackle 
obesity, which is the likely key driver behind a 
projected dramatic rise in the prevalence of dia-
betes shown in a new study.

The study, published in the New Zealand 
Medical Journal, projected the prevalence of 
diabetes in Aotearoa New Zealand will increase 
by nearly 90 per cent to over half a million peo-
ple by 2044. 

While population growth and an aging popu-
lation contribute to these findings, changing 
obesity profiles underpin the increase in the 
prevalence of diabetes, with the social determi-
nants of obesity, including food environments, 
playing a key role.

The study’s findings were alarming, New Zea-
land College of Public Health Medicine Presi-
dent Sir Collin Tukuitonga said.

“The massive increase in the future burden 
of diabetes threatens to swamp our health ser-
vices which are already stretched to breaking 
point.” Tukuitonga says decision makers grap-
pling with how to ensure our health system 
is sustainable and effective must take serious 
note of this study.” Tukuitonga said the college 
strongly supported the study authors’ call for 
immediate and bold action to “plug the dam” 
and stem the tide of diabetes and other obesity-
related illnesses. 

“We must improve our food environments by 
policies such as taxing sugary drinks, restricting 
marketing of unhealthy food to children, and 
improving access to nutritious, locally produced 
food, coupled with other population-level inter-
ventions to more effectively manage and con-
trol diabetes”.
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Crucial, 4 Continuous, 9 Quibble, 13 Raid, 14 Future, 15 Came to, 16 Defunct, 19 Elasticity, 20
Inserted, 21 Abyss, 24 Sombre, 25 Svelte, 27 Efficient, 32 Accurate, 33 Peaked, 34 Acquire, 38 Luckiest,
39 Medium, 40 Skit, 41 Quota, 42 Canon, 45 Ill-gotten gains, 52 Spare, 55 Fauna, 56 Skin, 57 Negate,
58 Purchase, 61 Whippet, 62 Cheese, 63 Extolled, 66 Programme, 68 Crèche, 69 Assist, 73 Pulse,
74 Shrapnel, 76 Conclusion, 81 Twofold, 82 Superb, 83 Hebrew, 84 Heal, 85 Stalled, 86 Settlement,
87 Shorten.

DOWN: 1 Curve, 2 Up in arms, 3 Launch, 4 Count, 5 Need, 6 Incline, 7 Utmost, 8 Utter, 10 Used,
11 Bourbon, 12 Locust, 17 Attraction, 18 Peril, 22 Alter ego, 23 Bitch, 24 Shellac, 26 Veal, 28 Freesia,
29 Muesli, 30 Salmon, 31 Writer, 33 Point, 35 Usurp, 36 Icon, 37 Sign, 43 Apathy, 44 Own up, 46 Lake,
47 Gingham, 48 Tender, 49 Eagle, 50 Gathered, 51 Squall, 52 Successful, 53 Away, 54 Elegant, 59 Hedge,
60 Etch, 64 Lathe, 65 Liniment, 67 Restful, 68 Calibre, 70 Outwit, 71 Intent, 72 Access, 75 Acute, 77 Orbit,
78 Nylon, 79 Glue, 80 Shoe.

ACROSS
1 Stale-smelling (5)
4 Complete very
quickly (4,5,4,2)
14 Hold firmly, tightly
(5)
15 Local language (5)
16 Lewd (10)
17 Earlier (5)
19 Total (3)
20 Protected (7)
21 Polished by rubbing
(9)
22 Interment (6)
25 I lengthen (anag)(9)
27 Rent payer (6)
28 Serious crime (6)
33 Election official (10)
35 Spoil (3)
36 Evasive, deceitful
(6)
37 Celebrity (4)
39 Place (3)
41 Getting closer to (7)
42 Advertising tune (6)
43 Alert (2,3,4)
44 Postpone (5)
45 Worker (8)
50 Not any (2)
51 Blissfully happy (8)
55 Paddled boat (5)
58 Orderly and neat
(9)
59 Aromatic bulb (6)
60 Ambles (7)
61 Night bird (3)
63 Financial obligation
(4)
64 Elegant and
fashionable (6)

65 Female sheep (3)
66 Early in the morning
(5,5)
68 Zoo worker (6)
69 Ledger entry (6)
71 Pegboard game for
one (9)
76 Violent pull (6)
77 Warned (9)
79 Set fire to (7)
81 Prompt (3)
84 Raincoat (5)
85 In the first place
(10)
86 Indistinct (5)
87 Rowing team (5)
88 Out of public view
(6,3,6)
89 Horse (5)
DOWN
2 One-and-only (6)
3 Big cat (5)
5 Absent (4)
6 Shut out (7)
7 Cuban capital (6)
8 Tree’s anchors (5)
9 Cowboy film (7)
10 Strong thick cord
(4)
11 Repugnant (6)
12 Deadly (5)
13 Expression of
regret (7)
14 Warship (7)
18 Lack, shortage (10)
23 Robber (5)
24 Cutting tooth (7)
26 Impartial (7)
27 Underwater missile
(7)

29 Pariah (7)
30 Shriek (6)
31 Reflection (5)
32 Not active or
moving (6)
34 Surprise attack (4)
36 Engorge (5)
38 Ancient object (5)
40 Notable
achievement (4)
45 Alleviated (5)
46 Easily bent (7)
47 Expel (4)
48 Make possible (6)
49 Relish (5)
50 Lack of proper care
(7)
52 Release from
captivity (3,2,5)
53 One more (7)
54 Water-surrounded
land (6)
55 Rebuke (7)
56 Welcome (5)
57 Petty quarrel (4)
62 Delicate (5)
67 Sale document (7)
68 Galley (7)
70 Gemstone (7)
72 Perform surgery (7)
73 Build up (6)
74 Duplicates (6)
75 Safe (6)
76 Chock (5)
78 Upper leg (5)
80 Not appropriate (5)
82 Cab (4)
83 Smokestack (4)
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

A Complete Unknown (141 mins) M. At the Newport Folk Festival in 1965, a young Bob Dylan
shakes up his act on the folk music scene by going electric and singing rock as the voice of a generation.
Maria (123 mins) M. Follows the life story of the world’s greatest opera singer, Maria Callas, during
her final days in 1970s Paris. Captivating performance by Angelina Jolie. International co-production.
The Haka Party Incident (90 mins) E. True story about a group of young activists who sought to stop
university students performing a parody of haka each capping week. A largely forgotten event in our history.
Mufasa: The Lion King (118 mins) PG. Mufasa: The Lion King enlists Rafiki to relay the legend of
the unlikely rise of the beloved king of the Pride Lands, introducing an orphaned cub called Mufasa.
Paddington in Peru (106 mins) PG. Follow Paddington and the Brown family as they visit Aunt
Lucy in Peru, but a mystery sends them to the Amazon rainforest and up Peruvian mountains.
We Live In Time (108 mins) M. An up-and-coming chef and a recent divorcée find their lives forever
changed when a chance encounter brings them together, in a decade-spanning, deeply moving romance.
Conclave (120 mins) M. Follows Cardinal Lomeli as he oversees the group of Cardinals
responsible for selecting a new Church leader while trying to uncover a secret from the late Pontiff.
Moana 2 (100 mins) PG. After receiving an unexpected call from her wayfinding ancestors, Moana
must journey to the far seas of Oceania and into dangerous, long-lost waters for an adventure.
Lee (117 mins) M. The story of photographer Elizabeth ‘Lee’ Miller, a fashion model who became
an acclaimed war correspondent for Vogue magazine during World War II.

Movies from Thursday 6 February to Wednesday 12 February
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

Paul Woolright always finds the groove
It’s a fine art to sit in the groove 

and not be “in the way of it” ac-
cording to musician Paul Wool-
right.

Something Paul needs, as a bass 
player, to click in with the groove 
is a really good drummer.

Paul describes it as someone 
who “just sits in with you” and lays 
down the groove as the rhythm 
section, he said.

He called it a pulse.
“I love that, making that groove 

dynamically in its place.”
The Paeroa man and wife 

Frances moved to the area from 
Titirangi in 2017. The couple have 
travelled everywhere, and even 
lived in London for 14 years.

And while Paul said it would 
still be nice to travel, they were 
happy in their little corner of the 
world.

“It’s nice to come home to 
Paeroa. I love it here. I love the 
people. I love the quietness.”

Paul even joined the golf club, 
which gave him a whole new so-
cial aspect of friendship, exercise 
and fun, he said.

But his biggest passion was mu-
sic. Paul has been part of the mu-
sic world since his youth, when he 
and a neighbour were “just young 
guys just mucking around” and 
playing the guitar, he said. 

“But I was never comfortable on 
the six strings.”

He was around 15 years old 
when he shifted in with someone 
who had a bass guitar, he said.

“So I just picked that up… [I] 
felt comfortable with the bass,” he 

Music enthusiast, bass player, and groove-finder Paul Woolright.                           Photo: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

said, and the rest was history.
But music wasn’t just something 

he played within the four walls of 
his home.

Paul went on to make and play 
music, touring the world in bands 
such as Ticket, Pink Flamingos, 
The Legionnaires - and can still 
be seen and heard grooving on the 
bass in the iconic Hello Sailor.

Paul said Hello Sailor was a 
bunch of brothers who had been 
together for a long time.

They recently wrapped up their 
Hello Sailor Whirled Tour in De-
cember and will celebrate the 
band’s 50th anniversary later this 
year.

One thing Paul was blown away 
by was hearing people sing their 
songs back to them, and people 
coming up to talk to them between 
sets and after shows.

And there were many memo-
rable times while touring, such as 
Tom Jones calling out to Paul and 

the band as they headed on stage 
for a performance, or sharing a 
drink backstage with Dire Straits, 
he said.

But it’s clear rubbing shoul-
ders with international superstars 
and playing to big crowds hasn’t  
changed who Paul is.

Sometimes after performing a 
big show, Paul would head home 
and the next morning he’d be out-
side mowing his lawn, and then off 
to the supermarket for groceries, 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

Free look at School of Mines on offer for Waitangi Day
The Thames School of Mines will be 

one of 18 Heritage New Zealand 
Pouhere Taonga sites opening to the 
public for free this Waitangi Day.

Located at 705 Queen St, the Thames 
School of Mines houses one of the larg-
est mineral collections in the Southern 
Hemisphere, with more than 3000 
specimens including fossils from New 
Zealand and abroad. It’s also among 
the largest and best preserved historic 
school of mines in Aotearoa.

According to Heritage New Zealand, 
the family-friendly day on February 6 
will feature activities for all ages, in-
cluding guided tours and interactive 
experiences designed to bring history 
to life. 

Visitors will receive a complimentary 
educational booklet, Walking the Path-
way to Nationhood - while stocks last 
- which delves into the stories behind 
three of the country’s most foundation-
al documents: He Whakaputanga (the 
Declaration of Independence), Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi (the Treaty of Waitangi), 
and the Women’s Suffrage Petition. 

It includes timelines, profiles of key 
figures, and insights into the impor-
tance of preserving Māori heritage and 
honouring Te Tiriti. 
DETAILS: The Thames School of Mines, on 
the corner of Brown and Cochrane Sts, will 
be open for free on February 6 between 
10am-4pm. For more information about 
the site, visit www.visitheritage.co.nz.

he said.
According to Paul, music was 

like anything in life - “it just hap-
pens”. 

“Some days are good, some days 
are tough,” he said.

But the best thing about play-
ing music was that even the worst 
days were beautiful, he said.

“You’re trying to share that 
thing, that moment because it’s so 
good playing [music],” he said.

“If you get that thing, oh, it’s 
fantastic. You can’t beat it.”

It was important to Paul to 
create spaces where the music 
“builds up and comes back down”, 
he said.

As a bass player, he loved work-
ing with drummers to “make that 
groove bigger” when there was in-
tensity in another musician’s solo, 
and then dropping it back down 
while still maintaining the groove, 
he said.

He’s played music with his 
friend and Hello Sailor drummer, 
Ricky Ball, for 30 years.

“We know each other. We know 
every breath really when we’re 
playing. I know what he’s going to 
do and he knows what I’m going 
to do, or how I’m going to do it dy-
namically,” Paul said.

Paul called the pair “the engine 
room”.

His advice for other musicians 
was to “practice, practice, prac-
tice”.

“Play with your heart. Get a 
metronome, and practice.”

It’s like developing a musical 
ear, and technical ability, he said.

“Just play, keep it simple… and 
everything will come from that.”



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

Residential & Rural Fencing,
Retaining Walls plus more...
High quality workmanship

Competitive prices
Call Matt 021 172 7148

fencing

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist

18 THE VALLEY PROFILE, February 4, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Something customers can expect from 
Daniel Martindale and the team at The 

Floor Man is top flooring expertise.
Alongside providing quality supply and 

installation of flooring needs, owner Daniel 
Martindale said customers could expect to 
receive individual advice to meet their re-
quirements, can-do attitudes and the prom-
ise of a tidy finish.

Floor Man Dan, who has 18 years of ex-
perience in the trade, and 10 years being 
self-employed, said the best parts of the job 
were the opportunities to travel, the satisfac-
tion from transforming spaces and getting 

to meet new people.
“Thank you to our community, word of 

mouth and repeat customers for your ongo-
ing support and helping us continue to grow 
as a business,” he said.

From commercial sites to domestic reno-
vations, no job is too big or too small.

Covering floors across the Hauraki District, 
Thames, Coromandel Peninsula and more.

Get in touch for your free non-obligatory 
measure and quote today.
CONTACT: email: dan@thefloorman.co.nz 
ph: 021 020 47027 Facebook: Dan The 
Floor Man.

Flawed floors? Call Dan The Floor Man
The Floor Man staff LJ, Dan, Jase and Kezlin can make your floor look new again.       Photo: SUPPLIED



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal
Property Maintenance

One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens
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SERVICES
Plumbing • Drainlaying

Roofing • Gas
Home Heating

P: 868 6096
A: 315 Pollen Street Thames 3500

E: brokey@outlook.co.nz
W: www.Brokenshire.co.nz

plumber

Last month’s winner of  the lotto 
ticket was Mike Anderson, who found 

Pete in the January 14th edition in 
the Peter & Son  

advert. 
Go to page 2 for 

details 
on how to enter.

Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

LETTERS Send your letters to the editor: editor@valleyprofile.co.nz or 2 Queen St, Paeroa, 3600. Letters must include your full 
name and address, be 250 words or less and may be edited, abridged or rejected at the editor’s discretion.

CONCERN OVER BRIDGE CLOSURE
I am sure many people in our Thames Val-
ley district will echo my sentiments when 
I express my genuine concern for those 
businesses affected by the Onetai bridge 
closure  for one month.
Waka Kotahi (NZTA) seems insensitive to 
peoples need to provide for family and 
provide a much appreciated service to 
our community.
Is it too hard to have a temporary bailey 
bridge up or down stream to keep traffic 
flow straight through to Thames? 
Yes I understand it would have to go 
through a farmer’s property in the short 
term, but could easily be remedied when 
the bridge is complete; compensating the 
farmer.
I among many other locals would hope 
that common sense will prevail in this in-
stance.
Yours faithfully,

- Margaret Rowling, 
Paeroa

RESPONSE
NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi (NZTA) 
appreciates the concerns for businesses 
affected by the Onetai Bridge closure. We 
will continue to share the message that 
businesses are open and accessible. 
A lot of careful planning has gone into 
the project, which must be done safely, 
efficiently and within available funding. 
With the narrowness of the road, the 
only alternative route would be across 
private land which would’ve involved re-
source consent, taken considerable time 
– and pushed the costs for the project 
beyond what was acceptably affordable 
for a bridge replacement of this size. We 
are using a prefabricated bridge deck and 
other key components to speed construc-
tion and are grateful to the community for 
their patience and support while we work 
to improve the resilience of this route.

- Darryl Coalter,
NZTA Regional Manager of Infrastructure 

Delivery (Acting)

In Brief
GAS STATION ROBBERY
Z Energy confirmed to The Profile last 
week that a robbery occurred at Z 
Ngatea in the early hours of the morning 
on Tuesday, January 28. The site mem-
ber present during the incident was able 
to get to safety and activate the fog can-
non. A spokesperson for the gas station 
said its focus remained on supporting 
the site member and that it was now a 
matter for the police.

CREATIVE COMMUNITIES SCHEME
The latest funding round for Thames-
Coromandel District Council’s Creative 
Communities Scheme is now open, 
running until February 28. The scheme, 
backed by Creative New Zealand, aims to 
increase participation in the arts, broad-
en the range and diversity of the arts 
available to communities and enhance 
and strengthen the local arts sector. For 
more info and to apply, visit the TCDC 
website.

The Onetai Stream Bridge along SH26, north of 
Paeroa, is getting replaced.                  
                                Photo: SUPPLIED/NZTA



TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

BURROWS ROOF 
CLEANING

EST 1971. For moss, mould 
etc removal. Industrial 

chems. Gutters cleaned, 
paths, drives, fences etc. 
Covering Paeroa, Waihi, 
Waihi Beach, Te Aroha. 

Ph Murray 0800 287 7697

Church Notice

Church Notice Situation Vacant

For Lease

Cars For Sale

For Sale

Flatmates

STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Mowing, hedges, fencing, 
gardening, carpentry, paint-
ing, retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is good 
quality and I will not attempt 
to work outside of my skills. 
Insured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

Gardening

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames

Clean, secure, dry

Units available

7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m

Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley Storage – secure, dry units 

available, two sizes. Call Trev 027 4076966

Handyman 

Handyman 

Pets
THAMES HANDYMAN 
& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 
home maintenance & 

general gardening services
Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Handyman Services
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Storage

Roof Cleaning

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

An experienced handy-
man covering all trades 
with over 20 years exp 
building trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn. Painter

Builder Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055Reno’s, decking, 

fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

 

Staff Required for Gull Thames Service 
Station 
Staff required for Night Shifts (full time/Part time) positions 
available at Gull Thames, Suitable customer service experience 
must be mature and have good communication skills. 

GULL & Rockgas Thames 
208 Pollen Street  
Thames 3500                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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Nissan Leaf electric 
car. Ph 07 867 6643

Flatmate wanted, 
Kerepehi. Ph 07 867 6643

Heading pups. Black 
& white, 4 mths old. Ph 
07 867 3119 or 021 112 
7927

CLASSIFIEDS
Call Nikki:

Ph 022 130 3885

Failure often 
shapes how we 
approach the fu-
ture, and trauma 
can dictate how 

we react to the present. My own 
journey with these truths has 
been deeply personal.

Growing up, my dad battled bi-
polar disorder. He spent time in 
mental wards and respite care and 
lost his job when I was 11. 

At 13, a severe bike accident led 
to a drastic personality shift and a 
temper that could flare unexpect-
edly. I blamed him for everything: 

Pain, purpose, and the power of perspective
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION my family’s struggles, my rebel-
lious choices, and the chaos in my 
teenage years.

But when I was 19, an experi-
ence transformed my perspective. 
I forgave my dad. 

And as I look back now, I see 
that he didn’t need forgiveness—
he was doing the best he could 
with the hand he was dealt.

That shift in perspective changed 
everything. 

As a teenager, I resented him. As 
an adult, I revisited those painful 
memories with fresh eyes. I began 
to see the good: his love for the 
outdoors, his creativity with DIY 
projects, his adventurous spirit, 
and his natural way with people. 

What I once viewed with bitter-
ness, I now celebrate with grati-
tude.

Recently, I came across the 
quote, ‘pain has purpose’. It struck 
a deep chord. The way we perceive 
our pain matters. In my victim 
mindset, I blamed my dad for my 
shortcomings and our family’s 
challenges. 

But as I journeyed through heal-
ing and started learning to own my 
responses, I discovered purpose—
and even beauty—in the pain.

Pain can be one of life’s greatest 
teachers if we pause to ask: What 
can I learn from this?

How can I grow?
In our culture, diagnoses and 

trauma dominate conversations. 
These concepts hold immense 
value when they help us move for-
ward, develop coping strategies, 
and foster self- awareness. 

But they can also become excus-
es—reasons to remain stuck, avoid 
responsibility, or resist change.

I’ve fallen into that trap, too—
using struggles as crutches instead 
of stepping stones. But labels and 
pain only serve us if they push us 
to grow. They provide clarity but 
shouldn’t become barriers to our 
potential.

Growth requires hard choices, 
stepping into discomfort, and 
rewriting the stories we tell our-
selves. It’s rarely easy or fair, but 

it’s always worth it.
So, let’s embrace the value of un-

derstanding trauma and diagno-
ses, but let’s also be wary of their 
pitfalls. 

Let’s use them to propel us for-
ward, not hold us back. Because in 
the end, growth is a choice, and no 
label or pain can take that away.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust Youth 
Worker. He and his team provide mentoring 
and resilience programmes across Thames 
and Paeroa to more than 300 students a 
year. They are passionate about support-
ing our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools and 
it becoming increasingly challenging in the 
current climate. Email michael@livingwell.
org.nz to sign up to their quarterly newslet-
ter or to become a supporter.

Top three ranking for Battery Burners
Never giving up was the 

most valuable lesson three 
friends learned from a recent 
vehicle building project.

Hauraki Plains College stu-
dents and brothers Billy Grim-
mer, 16, Daniel Grimmer, 14, 
and their friend Josh Hansen, 
14, told The Profile they spent 
months and months working 
on their project, which “paid 
off” in the end.

The young minds put their 
heads together to do something 
they’d never done before: build 
a kart powered by an electric 
motor.

But it didn’t stop there.
The trio, known as the Bat-

tery Burners, raced their elec-
tric kart in the Waikato/ Bay Of 
Plenty Regional Final for the 
EVolocity Challenge in Rotorua 
on October 22, and snapped up 
third place in the competition, 
third place for the engineering 
design award, and third overall 
for vehicle performance, as well 
as a certificate of achievement.

EVolocity is an organisation 
which seeks to break down bar-
riers and inspire rangatahi or 
young people into sustainable 
engineering through mentor-
ship and being part of their EV 
programme.

The young engineers heard 
about another school taking 

part in the EVolocity Challenge, 
so decided to get involved, they 
said.

Racer Daniel said he and 
Josh took turns driving the kart 
in the slalom, drag and endur-
ance races.

Their high ranking and rec-
ognition meant a lot to them.

“We thought it was amazing 
because we’ve never done it be-
fore,” they said.

But putting the kart together 
took a lot of teamwork and tri-
aling to get things right.

Daniel said they planned out 
a 3D model using a computer-
aided design (CAD) software 
system called Onshape, and 
built from that as their draft.

The materials they used to 
build the kart were: 3D printed 
plastics, recycled aluminium 
sheets,  recycled plywood, grill, 
handlebars, wheels, gears, 
some of the frame, seat, and 
the new motor, which was sent 
by EVolocity, they said.

“[The] brake cable was new 
and our only expense.”

After its initial testing, the 
most significant adjustment 
the group made to the kart 
was to the steering wheel and 
brakes, they said.

“Our welding was not the 
best as the steel was so thin, 
which made it really hard. So 
we put a bigger weld on.”

Moulding the sheet around 
the back of the car and measur-
ing the angles was the biggest 
challenge, Daniel said.

But the most exciting part of 
the process was once it was all 
together and they could drive 
it, Billy said.

Their advice for other stu-
dents, who are thinking about 
starting a similar project was 
simple: “measure twice and cut 
once”.

RIGHT: Daniel Grimmer is ready 
to race. 

Josh Hansen, left, and Daniel Grimmer of the Battery Burners.                              Photos: SUPPLIED/BEN NAUGHTON

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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OPENHOME

Thames 112BWilsonStreet

2 1 1 1 1
AskingPrice $560,000
View 10.30-11.15amSat8Feborbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Firsthome, retirementgemorweekendescape!
Withgroundfloorcomprisingopenplan livingspace,modernkitchen, largedoublebedroom,bathroomand laundry,
andupstairsaseconddoublebedroomplusofficeorextra livingarea, thiscute little townhouse isan ideal starter for
firsthomebuyers,oran interestingoption for thosewhomaybe in retire/sell downandreleasecapitalmode.

Very tidy throughoutandwithaneasy-caresectionprovidingdriveonaccessandparking,withsecuregaragingand
hardstandparking forguests.

Close tocoastalwalkwayandashortdrive toThamesmainstreet shopsandmarket,makes thisan idealholidayspot,
soplentyof “useoptions” for thisone.

bayleys.co.nz/2180750

OPENHOME

Thames 208SaintPatricksRow

4 2 2 2
AskingPrice $1,250,000
ViewSat 1.30-2.30pmorbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Wishyouwerehere!
Thisbeautifullypresentedbungalowhasbeentastefullymodernisedwithseamless indoor-outdoor flowtoexpansive
decksandpatios, leading to impeccablegrounds, complementedby 180-degreewaterviews.Themodernkitchen
takescentrestage inaspaciousopenplan livingarea,withasunroomopeningtoanoutdoor fireandbarbecuearea.
Downstairsoffersagarage,workshop,bedroom,andbathroom- ideal for large familiesorguests. Locatedon
4,825sqm(moreor less),onlyminutes fromtowncentre,witheasydriveonaccess, this isa rareopportunity to
purchaseoneof thebest localpropertiesonoffer.

Withsomanygorgeousspaces insideandout, it is amustview!

bayleys.co.nz/2180758
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OPENHOME

Puriri 8844ESH26-Paeroa-KopuHighway

4 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,160,000
View 12-1pmSat8Feborbyappointment
GeoffGraham021 733430
geoff.graham@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

MotivatedVendor:Spacioushome, stunningsetting
Ourmotivatedvendorsmust sell thisbeautifullypresentedhomesetonagenerous3189sqm(moreor less)
landscapedsection.Withspacious livingareas,modernamenities, anda largeshelteredoutdoorentertainmentarea,
thispropertypromisescomfortableandstylish family living.Themaster suite includesanensuiteandwalk-in
wardrobe.Threeadditionalbedroomsarewell-appointed, conveniently locatednear themainbathroomandan
additional livingarea.Practicality isat the forefront,withaspaciousdouble internalgaragewith roomforaworkshop,
andanoutsidegardenshed,andplentyof space forguestorboatparking.

Enjoy the lifestyleofferedbythischarmingPuriri property!

bayleys.co.nz/2180696

Pipiroa 1819StateHighway25

4,047sqm 1
Auction (will notbesoldprior) 11am,Sun 16Feb2025
OnSite
Viewbyappointment
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

KopuarahiHall –Ahistoricopportunity
This isyourchance toownapieceofKopuarahi's richhistory.Communityhalls like thisareacherishedpartofNew
Zealand'spast, eachwith itsownuniquestory to tell. TheKopuarahiHall hasbeen in theheartof thecommunity for
generations. It hashostedcountless localgatheringscreatingmemories that spandecades. In recentyears, thehall
hasbeenunderutilised,making this theperfectopportunity to revitalise itspotential andpreserve its legacy.Proceeds
fromtheauctionwill directlybenefit thecommunity.Don't let thisopportunity slipawayandcomealong.

bayleys.co.nz/2180759
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Pipiroa 45ArawaStreet

6.1ha
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
2pm,Wed19Feb2025
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Flat, fertileblockawaitsbuyers
Upforgrabs is this flat, fertile, 6.1574ha(moreor less)block.Thecurrentowner isusing it tograzeapproximately20
headofmixed-agecowsall year round.Thisblock is ready foryoutohit thegroundrunning,withpoweravailable.A
large9x6mthree-bay implementshed,built in2005,providesamplestorage for toysand farmequipment.Waterand
powerconnection is readilyavailableat theboundaryoncouncil supply,withboth titlesmeteredtogether.Theblock
isdivided into9paddocks foreaseof stockmanagement.Whetheryou’reenvisioningasmall hobby farm,growing
yourownproduce,orenjoying thepeaceofopenspaces, thisblockoffersacanvas foryourdreams.Call us today!

bayleys.co.nz/26300018

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waihi 134PukeweraRoad

84.8ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu27Feb2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmFri7Feb
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ChasingWaterfalls
Offering84hectares (moreor less)ofmixedcontour land, thiswell-locatedproperty isaserioussupportblock for
dairy farmersoran idealbeefgrazingunit.Withapproximately65–70hectareseffective, it comfortablycarriesan
averageof 160yearlingbeefgrazerscurrentlyand40breedingcows,highlighting itsconsistentproductivity.The
land’sversatility includesaround 10hectaresofmowablecontour, supportingsupplementary feedproduction.A
strong farminghistoryunderpins thisblock,with regular fertiliserapplicationensuringongoingpastureperformance
andproductivity.Adding furtherappeal isabeautifully renovated four-bedroomhome,modernised in2022.Call
today!

bayleys.co.nz/26300015
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa
• 2 Bedroom Apartment
ENQUIRE TODAY!

SPORTS
Club a family affair for rugby-mad couple
For Lisa and Steve Wild, the 

Waihī Athletic Rugby Club 
is like a second home. 

The rugby-mad couple were 
finalists in the 2024 ASB 
Rugby Awards for the Charles 
Monro Rugby Volunteer of the 
Year, and for good reason. 

But they don’t do it for the 
recognition, they said - they do 
it for the people. 

“The club is not just about us 
boys. It’s about the wives, the 
kids, it’s about the families,” 
Steve said. 

“It is a neat vibe walking in 
here, and just knowing that you 
don’t have to know anybody or 
anything, but everybody’s wel-
come. We’ve been welcomed in 
with open arms since we came 
five, six years ago, and so we 
just try to do that with every-
body else that walks in these 
doors,” Lisa added. 

Rippa Rugby was what ini-
tially drew the couple to the 
club, as they looked for a team 
for their sons Austin and Cart-
er. Now their boys have moved 
up to the juniors, Lisa and 
Steve are still heavily involved 
with coaching and managing 
the younger teams. 

“We took over the Rippa 
Rugby programme. When we 
started there were only 14 or 16 
kids,” they said. 

“But we still run it on a Fri-
day night. It’s grown huge; 

we’ve got kids right from two 
and a half, three years old up to 
about six. And then we encour-
age them to get into the junior 
rugby tackle teams.”

The 2025 rugby season is on 
the horizon now, with the sen-
ior teams already well into their 
pre-season training. Steve, who 
played for the Senior A team a 
few years ago, said the players 

were keen to continue their un-
beaten streak from last year.

The juniors will be kicking off 
a little later, towards the end of 
term one. 

And for the Wilds, that’s 
when their work will ramp up 
again, too. 

“We do joke that we should 
probably have a bedroom here 
during our rugby season,” Lisa 

said. 
“We’re both on the junior 

committee… We do all the mer-
chandise. You can find me in 
the kitchen, cooking meals for 
the seniors, behind the bar, we 
come in and clean.

“We do everything pretty 
much, just fully immersed our-
selves in the club.”

It’s this dedication that mo-

Waihī Athletic Rugby Club is more than a sports club, it’s a second family, Lisa and Steve Wild say.          Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

tivated one of the committee 
members to nominate them for 
the awards. But Lisa and Steve 
said they were just one small 
part of an awesome team. 

“We couldn’t do it without 
everybody else in our commit-
tee, in this club, nothing,” they 
said. 

“We don’t feel like we do 
enough. Obviously, they think 
we do, but we just do what we 
do because we love it.”

The couple said their main 
motivation was ensuring their 
kids - and everyone else’s - felt 
like they had a place to belong. 

“I was pretty much raised in 
a small rural rugby club,” Lisa 
said. 

“So that’s definitely what I 
want for my kids. And it doesn’t 
necessarily have to be rugby, 
but that club involvement and 
community involvement is 
awesome for the kids.

“It just opens doors for young 
kids these days, you know? 
Having a place where they 
seem to belong. Our kids, they 
will come in here on any day of 
the week, and all the older guys 
and the senior players will be 
in here. And it’s always, ‘hey, 
mate’, or they’re fist pumping 
or handshaking. And the junior 
kids watch the senior guys, and 
the senior guys are watching 
the junior guys.

“It’s just all about creating 
those relationships.”

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

RUGBY
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air


