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Zero to Hero – Recycle, RecycleRecycle, Recycle

Phone us
today 0800 4 MY BIN(0800 469 246)

www.smartenvironmental.co.nz

Rubbish without recycling is like throwing your trash
directly into landfill … that makes me see red!

Well, it’s a no brainer…make the Smartest move,
call the experts today, we know how to

put things in their place.

Get your clean green bin for your business today.

Bench seat to be installed for young Ezra, P3 

*Terms and conditions apply. See website for details.

BARKINGMAD

MARCH

SALE

Visit us at
Totalspan Coromandel
1/46 Kopu Road, Kopu, Thames
P 07 869 0400
E coromandel@totalspan.co.nz

GREAT SAVINGS
ON KITSET BUILDINGS

PUSHING ‘LIMITS OF PUSHING ‘LIMITS OF 
ADVENTURE’ADVENTURE’

Formidable mountain peaks have been a familiar part of 
everyday life for Paul Beisly.

He grew up in a family which always loved the outdoors, 
and after his dad, Derek Beisly, died in a rock fall on Mt Cook 
in 1992, Paul kept his legacy of living life to the full and push-
ing the limits of adventure alive.

At the beginning of March, Paul and his friend Cameron 
Webster completed the Four Peaks, an unofficial outdoor 
adventure challenge which sees participants ascend and de-
scend the four highest mountains in the North Island in 
one day. It took the pair just under 21 hours from 5am 
on a Saturday until 2am the following day to travel up 
and down Mt Taranaki, Mt Ruapehu, Mt Ngauruhoe 
and Mt Tongariro. They ascended a total of 4465m 
and covered 42km on foot - plus five hours driving 
between mountains.

Paul, the Year 10 pastoral dean at Paeroa Col-
lege, told The Profile he and Cameron had the 
Four Peaks on their minds “for a few years”.

“We’ve completed a few other good adven-
tures, like the Tongariro Northern Circuit, Lake 
Waikaremoana, and the Abel Tasman National 
Park. The Four Peaks seemed like a good one to 
tick off next,” he said.

Paul said the toughest part of the challenge was 
heading up Mt Ngauruhoe, which stands at 2287m 
tall. 

“It was dark by the time we got there and we didn’t 
find the unmarked track leading up to the summit.

“We battled up steep, loose, rocky scree which seemed 
never ending. Giving up was definitely an option at that 
point,” he said. 

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

CONTINUED P2

Looking west at the ‘huge triangle 
shadow’ of Mount Taranaki during 

sunrise was a unique view, Paul 
Beisly, left, said.        

Photo: SUPPLIED



02 THE VALLEY PROFILE, March 18, 2025   www.valleyprofile.co.nz

Thames Tides
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Graphic supplied by OceanFun Publishing Ltd.
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MOON AND FISH KEYS TIME DIFFERENCES FOR OTHER PLACES

To determine tide times at the following
places, add (+) or subtract (-) the given
time difference from the Thames times
listed in the calendar.

PLACE HIGH LOW
Hr Mn Hr Mn

Coromandel - 0 04 -0 04
Whitianga - 0 01 -0 05
Tairua + 0 10 +0 21
Whangamata - 0 03 -0 05
Waihi Beach - 0 12 -0 12

The Ziegler & Brown range of
portable grills provide superior

quality, power and flexibility to help
you discover a whole new world

of outdoor entertaining!

The toughest, coldest box in the
world. Tough, reliable, and value for
money make the Icey-Tek standard

and long box range the most
popular in New Zealand....for the Latest in Outdoor Essentials.

Hi, my name is Pete the Pukeko and 
I’m here to help you. Find me in 
one of the display advertisements 
in The Valley Profile, then email ad-
min@valleyprofile.co.nz with your 
full name & postal address, and the 

business name and page number of the ad by 
the following Monday to go in the draw to win 
a Lotto ticket. Last issue it was in the Te Aroha 
Bridge Club ad.

FIND US 
ONLINE:

www.
valleyprofile.

co.nz or 
download the 
Coromandel 
App on your 
smart phone

           Accountants
The Hauraki Taxation 

Service Limited 

For out of town independent 
accounting advice

Established 1982

Approved agents for Inland 
Revenue Department
Offices in Thames & 
Coromandel Town








328 Pollen Street, Thames
Ph/Fax: 07 868-9710

E:thames@haurakitaxation.co.nz
95 Kapanga Rd, Coromandel

Ph/Fax: 07 866-8660
E:coro@haurakitaxation.co.nz

Tangata Ora Trust
for

• Mobility Equipment
• Daily Living Aides

• Information Support
• Advocacy

10am-1pmMon-Thur
607 Mackay St,Thames
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“If it was any steeper, looser, 
darker or colder it would 
have become dangerous. But 
we were still within safe con-
ditions and we made it to the 
top about 10pm for a beauti-
fully clear starry sky.”

On the flipside, Paul said 
his favourite part of the day 
was being up Mt Taranaki for 
the sunrise, but his favourite 
mountain was Ruapehu.

“I love the variation, the 
numerous peaks surrounding 
the steamy milky blue crater 
lake. It’s the highest moun-
tain in the North Island and 
you can start to feel the thin 
air at that altitude. It’s a spe-
cial place,” he said.

Paul, who lives in the Ka-
rangahake Gorge, prepared 
for the mammoth task by 
staying fit through running, 
surfing, cycling, and climb-
ing.

His backyard of the gorge 
was also the perfect place to 
train, he said, though bigger 
events like the Four Peaks 
were “more about having fun 
in the outdoors than simply 

being focused on a goal to 
achieve”.

Inspired by his dad, who 
was also a Paeroa College 
teacher, Paul said he was 
always planning “some kind 
of adventure” and has set his 
sights on completing all the 

NZ Great Walks - each walk 
in one day. 

“On top of [that], I’d like 
to do Ruapehu’s Round 
the Mountain loop in a day 
which has unbelievable al-
pine, bush, and also desert 
environments. I’d also like to 

have a go at the Kaimai North 
South Track which is quite 
long and tough,” he said, “so 
maybe I’ll need some more 
training for that.”

Four Peaks inspired by dad’s legacy
CONTINUED FROM P1

Paul Beisly climbed the four highest mountains in the North Island in one day.            Photo: SUPPLIED
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90CKopuRoad,Kopu, (next to bridge),Thames • Ph: 07 868 8663 or 0800 374 000
info@carswellcontruction.co.nz •www.carswellconstruction.co.nz

We take care of everything from start to finish, including consents

Trade Qualified Licenced Builders Licenced Designer On Site

• Houses
• Garages
• Farm Sheds

• Commercial
• Garage Doors
• Auto Openers

$1,799FR
O
M

Serenity Breeze
Queen Bed

$1,760

50%off.
Sleepyhead Serenity Breeze.

Introducing the new
Sleepyhead Serenity.

Sleepyhead
Motion Comfort
Adjustable Base.
Our adjustable bases give
you the ultimate control
of your sleeping position at
the touch of a button.

24months
interest free.
*On in-store purchases
$999 & over ‘til 10.04.25.

$999FR
O
M

ElementsWave
Queen Bed

Queen base from

*Offer valid to 10.04.25 or while stocks last. Discount offers apply to selected beds and bedding only, prices as marked. Offers exclude Everyday Dream prices, run outs, clearance stock (unless otherwise stated) and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. See in- store for details. We reserve the right to
correct errors and misprints and to change product specifications. All products are advertised in good faith and will be available, except in circumstances beyond our control. Product ranges vary between stores and some products are available in selected stores only. *24 months interest free is available on Long
Term Finance (LTF) in-store purchases $999 & over until 10.04.25. Offer excludes Everyday Dream Prices, run outs, clearance, layby and not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. Lending criteria, $50 annual Account Fee, fees, Ts&Cs apply. $55 Establishment Fee applies to your first LTF transaction, $35
Advance Fee applies to subsequent LTF transactions. Min payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is greater) are required throughout interest free period. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before the end of the interest free period. Standard Interest
Rate of 28.95% p.a. applies to outstanding balance at the end of LTF Interest Free Period. Other interest rates and fees may apply. Rates and fees subject to change. New customers need to apply and be approved for a Q Mastercard credit card. Columbus Financial Services Limited and Consumer Finance Limited
reserve the right to amend, suspend or terminate the offer and these Ts&Cs at any time without notice.

Find your perfect
match with Sleepmap.

*Offe alid to 10 04 25 o hile stocks last Disco nt offe s appl to selected beds and bedding onl p

FURNITURE & BEDS R US
205 ������ ��, ������ | PH 07 868 6128

Bench seat to be installed for young Ezra
A memorial seat will be in-

stalled at Ezra Tapp’s 
favourite park, giving his 
family a place of comfort 
when they pass through 
Waihī.

Ezra, who had au-
tism, was three-years-
old when he drowned 
in the Ohinemuri 
River near his home in 
Waihī, on August 12, 
2014.

His mum Julia told 
The Profile it was hard 
for her and her husband 
Jason to stay in the Hau-
raki town, especially being 
able to hear the river flow, so 
they moved back to her home-
town of Whangārei in 2016.

However, a bench seat that 
will soon be installed in Ezra’s 
honour will help the family re-
turn to Waihī - because they 
will have “something positive 
to look forward to”.

“[The seat] is incredibly im-
portant to us,” Julia said. 

“As a mother, I struggled 
with how to make sure he’s re-
membered, and this gives us a 
solid object where people will 
sit and remember their loved 
ones and speak his name. 

“It keeps his memory alive in 
his favourite place. 

“It’ll also help us be able to 
come back to Waihī… [It] has 

been really hard to return to, 
even pass through, and this 
brings us all so much comfort.”

The bench seat has been or-
dered and will be located at 
Victoria Park, affectionately 
known as the Rocket Park, off 

Seddon Ave.
The site is a special one. Ez-

ra’s grandad helped build the 
rocket at the playground, Julia 
said, and it was her son’s fa-
vourite park to play at.

The cost of the seat was do-

nated in full by Tamara and 
Stuie Thompson, while friend 
Amy Sleep has been handling 
all the paperwork.

“Those three people have 
made this possible,” Julia said, 
“and we are using any extra 

The rocket at Victoria Park, Waihī, has a special meaning to the Tapp family. INSET: Ezra Tapp was three-years-old 
when he drowned in the Ohinemuri River near his home.      

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

funds raised to make the bench 
wheelchair accessible and to 
brighten the park.”

Hauraki District Mayor Toby 
Adams said council’s parks and 
reserves manager had been 
working with Amy Sleep to pull 
the project together. 

He confirmed council will 
install a concrete pad for the 
bench to sit on and, if funding 
allowed, take the opportunity 
to extend the current concrete 
path to the bench, so people of 
all abilities could access it eas-
ily.

“The placement of the bench 
gives a full view of the whole of 
Victoria Park, which we’re sure 
will be appreciated by every-
one who visits it,” Mayor Ad-
ams said. 

“It’s a privilege to be able to 
facilitate this for the family.”

Hauraki District Council 
considers requests for memo-
rial benches on an individual 
basis based on feasibility of 
location; reason for the bench; 
and funding provided. 

Julia hopes Ezra’s seat will 
give people pause.

“Please use the seat, say his 
name, think of your loved ones 
and all the beautiful memories 
you hold of them,” she said.

“Never hold back on saying I 
love you.”
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PUBLICMEETING
THAMESPROTECTION
&RESILIENCEUPDATE

Find out the latest on protecting our town
from sea-level rise, and give your views.

THAMES

Thames North

Moanataiari

tcdc.govt.nz/ProtectThames

MONDAY 24MARCH
5.30–7PM

Thames War Memorial Civic Centre

LAID BACK LEO
NEEDS A NEW HOME !!
This super loving house

cat is not allowed at the

new apartment

so needs a new home.

Can you help?
027 431 2442

Scott Simpson
MP for Coromandel
Contact me anytime
0800 550 330 • scottsimpson.co.nz
mpcoromandel@parliament.govt.nz
scottsimpsonmp

Authorised by Scott Simpson, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Thirty-five years of radio ‘for the people’
Nga Iwi FM, Hauraki’s Māori-

language radio station, has 
celebrated its 35th anniversary. 

The week of March 3-7 saw the 
station celebrate everything it has 
achieved since its inception, with 
former staffers reminiscing on air, 
live giveaways, and a public hui.

When the Paeroa-based station 
first hit the airwaves, it was with 
the aim of giving iwi a place to stay 
connected to their language and 
culture. 

“He taonga tēnei, mā te iwi, ko 
te iwi [this is a treasure, for the 
people, by the people],” Nga Iwi 
FM chairman Mike Baker said as 
he addressed the crowd who ar-
rived to celebrate the milestone 
on March 7. 

“Our radio station has always 
been a youth orientated, com-
munity based, and driven type of 
station that has been recognised 
as belonging to the people, and 
so we’ve seen a generation of lan-
guage speakers who see us as be-
longing to them,” Mike later told 
The Profile. 

“It survived 35 years of strong 
relationship… and that relation-
ship can only grow and get better.”

Despite its successes, Mike said 
the station still struggles.

Funding is a major challenge, 
but he plans to keep pushing 
for parity within the broadcast-
ing sector. Currently the station 
is only funded for eight or nine 
hours of broadcasting each day. 

“It’s not funded equitably, and 
it’s not funded sufficiently, and 
while we’ve done a very great job 

with what we’ve got, [we want] 
that level playing field and the in-
vestment in iwi,” Mike said. 

“We should be funded for the 
whole 24 hours. The industry has 
proven itself across the landscape 
of radio, and we’ve been a para-
mount driver.” 

Even with limited air time 
though, Nga Iwi FM has done a lot 
within the Māori community, and 
not just by sharing stories. During 
Covid-19, for example, the station 
worked alongside Te Korowai to 
ensure the most vulnerable in the 
community were cared for. 

“We were able to ensure that… 
all the food parcels, all those kau-

papa [projects], were being made 
available by us,” Mike said. 

“Our radio station has been the 
voice to get that out there.”

Former station manager Seini 
Nai was also at the hui to celebrate 
the station. She remembers her 
time there fondly. 

“We say te reo me ona tikanga, 
which is the language and the cul-
ture. That was really at the heart of 
all of the [Māori-language] radio 
stations being established around 
that time,” she said. 

“For Nga Iwi the focus was on 
Hauraki-tanga but I think the 
real success of the radio station 
has been to be a platform for the 

iwi, for the hapū, for the whānau, 
to feel connected and that’s why 
transmission was a major thing for 
us back then. We really put a lot 
of focus on ‘how do we extend our 
culture to all of our families, all of 
our people in Hauraki?’”

Programme director Rino 
Wilkinson, meanwhile, remi-
nisced about the physical changes 
at the station. As one of its found-
ing members, he has seen a lot of 
growth in the studio itself. 

“In the early 1990s, how we 
gathered information for the radio 
station was a thing called Teletext. 
I’ve seen [the station] developed 
over the years. From the good old 

Nga Iwi FM staff and guests celebrate 35 years. RIGHT: Mike Baker and Seini Nai.                  Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

cart machines, to the reel-to-reels, 
to the cassette tapes, to the CDs. 

“We used to have to be an an-
nouncer painting the picture, 
through voice, so the listener could 
see what was happening. These 
days pictures are everywhere, but 
it’s still a strong need, in my mind, 
for radio to be around.”

Decades on, one thing everyone 
is proud of is the station’s status as 
a stepping stone for its people. 

“I’ve seen announcers grow 
over the years… it’s just nurturing 
them there in their career, but it’s 
also building their confidence as a 
young person getting ready to the 
big wide world, whatever career 
path. The radio station gives them 
that platform to grow,” Rino said. 

“And I just can’t say enough 
about this place, the station, what 
it’s given me - it gave me the con-
fidence to stand for council, and 
then to be elected the very first 
Māori ever [for Hauraki District 
Council].

“It’s just been a wonderful week 
sharing those wonderful memo-
ries. We’re a big family, you know? 
Ngā iwi, the people.”
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Curious curios on display at collectibles show

Arthur Harsant is a collec-
tor. 

Shiny hubcaps line the walls 
in one corner of his shed, 
tucked away in the Thames 
foothills; vintage cars rest 
alongside antique furniture, 
old books, and shelves of glass 
bottles. 

There’s no specific era or 
item represented here - for Ar-
thur, the joy of his collection is 
in its history. 

“The historical research - 
that’s part of the fun of it re-
ally,” he said. 

“A very, very important thing 
to do [is] to either label things 
or certainly talk about things 
to people, to your children, for 
example, so they can keep the 
history with the item.

“Everything has a story, and 
it’s so easy for that story to be 
lost.”

Pride of place in Arthur’s col-
lection at present is an array 
of colourful, heavily embossed 
poison bottles. 

Informative posters accom-
pany the display, which is be-
ing prepared for the inaugu-
ral Antiques and Collectibles 
Show, taking place in Thames 
on March 22. 

The show is being organised 
by Arthur, Carmen Judson, 
Chris Buchanan, and other 
members of the Thames Vin-

tage Bottle and Collectors Club, 
which was established only 18 
months ago. 

“The aim really is to get peo-
ple interested in talking about 
history and these interesting 
pieces,” he said. 

Carmen said the club wanted 
to educate younger people, and 
keep Thames’ history alive. 

“Bottle shows go right 
through New Zealand, but this 
is the first one ever in our area,” 
she said. 

“The hall will be full of 
Thames-related history - any-
thing old and interesting.” 

Alongside Arthur’s dis-
plays will be displays from the 
Thames Historical Society, 
School of Mines, Thames Mu-

Arthur Harsant shows some of his vast collection - in his hand is a sheep shearer from the early 1900s; 
behind him is the royal crest from atop the Thames Post Office, removed when New Zealand Post was es-
tablished. RIGHT: Arthur’s display of poison bottles.                   Photos: ALICE PARMINTER

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

seum and more. There will also 
be stalls of curios for sale, and 
outside the hall, Carmen said 
they hoped to have a vintage 
car display. 

The show is a natural exten-
sion of the club’s activities - it’s 
a fairly casual group of around 
30 members, Arthur said, who 
hail from Thames to Tauranga. 

“Everyone gets their 15 min-
utes of fame… People can show 
their latest finds,” he said. 

“And it’s a great hobby as far 
as companionship goes. One of 
the things that’s quite gratify-
ing is the members who have 
been doing this sort of thing for 
ages, helping the younger ones, 
and giving bottles to them and 
all that sort of thing.

“Because you’re just custodi-
ans of the stuff, you know, you 
can’t take it with you.”
DETAILS: The inaugural Thames 
Antiques and Collectables Show, 
March 22, 10am-3pm at the 
Thames Civic Centre. Gold coin 
entry. 
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DRAIN LAYING       DRAIN UNBLOCKING    EARTHMOVING SERVICES
Installation and maintenance of

Septic Tanks • Effluent systems & filters 
• Wastewater plants

Servicing Thames, Coromandel Peninsula, 
Hauraki Plains and Kaiaua Coast P H :  8 6 8  7 0 0 4

Directors Shane, left, Maureen, Peter and Brett with the newest digger of the fleet.  BELOW: Peter Deverill drives the Ferret - one of Thames 
Drainage & Digging’s first pieces of machinery used in the 1970s.                                    Photos: SUPPLIED

A special celebration is in the 
pipeline for Thames Drainage 

& Digging, who first swung open 
their doors in 1975.

The Deverill family company 
will celebrate 50 years in busi-
ness serving the community and 
beyond on March 21.

Owner operators and brothers 
Shane and Brett Deverill run a 
tight ship with a team of six.

The brothers joined their par-
ents in the business around 30 
years ago, assuming full respon-
sibility about 10 years ago when 
dad Peter retired. 

Drain laying, drain unblocking, 
and earthmoving services, instal-
lation and maintenance of septic 
tanks, effluent systems and filters 
and wastewater plants are some 
of the services on offer from the 
team at Thames Drainage & Dig-
ging.

“We go all over the Peninsula - 
[Thames], the Hauraki Plains, the 
Kaiaua Coast. We cover a pretty 
reasonably big area,” Shane said.

“We pretty much go anywhere 
and do anything.”

And that’s been a rule of thumb 
for Thames Drainage & Digging 
since the beginning.

It was 1973 when Peter and 
Maureen Deverill shifted to 
Thames.

Peter, a plumber, noticed an op-
portunity to transition into drain 
laying “and that’s where it all 
started”, Shane said.

And with that, Peter, alongside 
Colin Brokenshire and Dave Dun-
lop, established Thames Drain-
age & Digging in 1975.

Even though Dave and Colin de-
parted from the organisation, Pe-
ter and wife Maureen carried on 
the business, and are still direc-
tors today alongside sons Shane 
and Brett.

The brothers worked for their 
parents during the school holi-
days, and when they graduated 
from school - they worked in dif-
ferent jobs and explored different 
places, before heading back to be 
part of the business around 30 
years ago, Shane said.

“I spend most of my time in the 
office looking at jobs and pricing 
and stuff. And Brett runs the job 
with the guys. That’s kind of it in 
a nutshell.”

But the consistency of Thames 
Drainage & Digging stands as a 

Digging Deep: Thames business marks 50 years
ADVERTORIAL

milestone in its own right.
The business has more or less 

“chugged along just quietly”, 
Shane said.

In terms of machinery in the 
early 70s, there wasn’t much 
around.

They started off with an old 
Cranville digger, and also had a 
digger built for them called a Fer-
ret, Shane said, which they had 
for many years before they got 
their first tracked excavator.

Thames Drainage & Digging 
now boasts a fleet made up of 
two different sized excavators, 
trucks, a water blasting unit, cam-
eras and a telehandler - which 
has a big bucket, a jib for lifting 
and forks, and is the biggest one 
in the area, Shane said.

“And we’ve just replaced our 
big digger last year. So that’s like 
brand new from last year.”

It was clear Shane, Brett and 
the team were proud of the steady 
growth. “We’ve grown quite a bit 

over the years - and now we’re 
turning 50.”

But a key factor in the busi-
ness’s longevity is the unwaver-
ing trust and commitment from 
its clients. The team of directors 
and staff at Thames Drainage & 

Digging wanted to say a big thank 
you to everyone who has support-
ed and chosen to work with them 
for the past 50 years. 

“We really need to thank our on-
going loyal customers that have 
been with us for a long, long time. 

We have a few of those,” Shane 
said. 

The main goal for the next 50 
years was simple: to just keep go-
ing and carry on providing a good 
service to our customers, he  said.

- By Davidda Hikatangata
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SPECIALISING IN:
Waterproofing Roofs and decks,

TPO Enviroclad • Butyl • Epiclad • Torch On

TEL: 027 2707 277
EML:  davetaylorroofing@gmail.com 

WWW:  davetaylorroofing.co.nz Adviser to Achievers

Email: office@hoogeveen.co.nz Ph: 07 862 9090

Business Adviser and Rural Solutions
focused on profit and wealth development

Website: www.hoogeveen.co.nz

SPORTS

Te Kauwhata’s Bradley Hansen, left, and Hikutaia’s Kaea Koia-Hamling battle it out.     Photos: ALICE PARMINTER 

Hockey’s big 
day out
Students from across the 

Hauraki took part in 
the Thames Valley Hockey 
Association’s Hockey Big 
Day Out event on March 
10-17. 

Each day of the event, 
different school teams 
played each other in a se-
ries of 12-minute matches 
designed to introduce 
them to the fun of the 
sport. They were umpired 
by Hauraki Plains College 
students and members of 
the hockey association. 

Darren Smith, high 
performance director for 
Hockey New Zealand and 
general manager of the 
Waikato Mavericks, was at 

the Ngatea turf during the 
week to watch the action. 

Darren, who also es-
tablished the Hockey Big 
Day Out 25 years ago, said 
it was fantastic to see so 
many young people still at-
tending and enjoying the 
annual event. 

“We’re giving them the 
chance to play hockey, and 
I just think kids running 
around on the turf doing 
this stuff, it’s so good,” he 
said. 

“You can already see - 
they’re good players. You 
can already see them hold-
ing the stick well - it’s so 
awesome.”

Mackenzie Sylva, of Hikutaia School, gives the ball a big hit. Neal Grover from Te Kauwhata School runs with it. 

Two junior Ngatea Primary School teams face off.
Grace Dowling, left, with Yohan Camasis, Superstan 
Kuni, and Autumn Roskam from St Joseph’s Waihī. 

Christopher Baigent, left, and Zakk Adams from 
Ngatea Primary School.

By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz
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Youth program
Recently cadets from Thames and Ngatea attended the children's day
in Thames and were active in demonstrating CPR and helping show
people through one of the ambulances. Learning CPR from an early
age has a positive impact on survival rates from cardiac arrest in the
community. 

OOur Penguin Programme caters for the 5 to 8 year olds to introduce
these young people into fun and adventure in a controlled and 
supervised environment. The Cadet Programme is for the 8 to 18 year
olds and provides a focus on  rst aid, healthcare, leadership and 
general life skills. 

Both are popular and aid with increasing community resilience.
 >  make positive impacts on todays youth
  >  developing leadership, life skills and fun
 >  we mentor and coach in life skills
 >  build self-esteem and con dence
 >  provide exciting leadership development 

If you have children looking for fun and development, there are
currently some vacancies on each programme. 

St John - local people serving the needs of our community.

FFor further information phone Shane Deverill on 021 955 860 or
email:  hauraki.community@stjohn.org.nz

Hato Hone St John Thames

COURSES AVAILABLE
AT VALLEY EDUCATION

AND TRAINING

www.valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education

07 868 7892
027 314 1577

free courses • free transport

Would you like to upskill or change
the direction of your career?

We hold a range of courses that are free of charge
and available to all age groups.

• Foundation Skills L1, 20 weeks
• Mechanical Engineering L2, 25 weeks
• Agriculture L2, 26 weeks
• Retail L2, 15 weeks
• Agriculture, Te Mahi Whenua L3, 15 weeks
• Horticulture L3, 21 weeks

All our courses earn credits,
helping you to gain NCEA Levels 1 and 2

We offer short courses, Barista, Learners, and
Defensive driving, at a charge.
For more information, get in touch.

Lawyer, inventor, newspaper man found dead
DeadDead
CertCert

As part of a Valley Profile series, 
MEGHAN HAWKES explores 

our local history by seeking out 
stories of life and death in the 

Thames Valley

The non-appearance in Waihī 
streets of old identity James 

Galbraith prompted inquiries to be 
made.

James, a 67-year-old bachelor 
from Scotland and a familiar sight 
about town, was last seen on a Fri-
day morning in July, 1915. When 
police visited his residence in Fea-
ton Rd, they discovered his body.

He appeared to have died two 
days earlier; an inquest would re-
veal evidence of long standing 
pleurisy and a failing heart. When 
found James was lying on a rough 
mattress on the floor, covered with 
a rug and some coats.

James’ family had arrived in New 
Zealand as part of the George Ve-
sey Stewart Special Settlement 
Scheme. These were initially two 
settlements at Katikati sold to Irish 
settlers in lots. After the success of 
these settlements, Stewart organ-
ised a third, at Te Puke. These set-
tlers were drawn from all over the 
British Isles and included four of 
the Galbraith family who arrived at 
Tauranga in January, 1881. James 
arrived seven months later in Au-
gust when he was 32, and three re-

James Galbraith’s grave.       SUPPLIED

maining family members arrived in 
March the next year.

James had been a practising solic-
itor in Scotland, and in 1884, having 
passed the necessary examinations, 
was admitted to the Supreme Court 
of New Zealand as barrister and so-
licitor. In 1885 James ventured into 
the newspaper business becoming 
part owner of the bi-weekly Tau-
ranga Evening News and East Coast 
Business Advertiser.

James was also inventive and in 
1886, after the Tarawera volcanic 
eruption, he experimented with the 
productivity of different soil combi-
nations. The results were publically 
displayed in three small flowerpots.

One contained ordinary garden 
soil, one an equal quantity of garden 
soil and volcanic ash, and the other 
pure volcanic deposit which had fall-
en in Tauranga. The differing growth 
rates of maize and dwarf peas were 
proof of the fertilising properties 
contained in the volcanic deposit.

In 1887, James announced that he 
had disposed of his newspaper and 

Chris’ Quiz
Weekly quiz compiled by Chris Par-
minter
1. Which British crown colony 
peacefully reverted back to Chi-
nese rule in 1997, in a ceremony 
officially known as the ‘Hando-
ver’?
2. In the game Minecraft, which of 
these could you use to mine dia-
monds? a) a stone pickaxe, b) an 
iron pickaxe, or c) a wood pickaxe?
3. Shenzi, Banzai, and Ed are the 
names of three of the hyenas from 
which 1994 Disney animated film?
4. Which gorge marks the transi-
tion between the Coromandel 
Ranges and the Kaimai Ranges?
5. Which 16-year-old future super-
star became the youngest player 
ever to tee off in a PGA tourna-
ment in 1992, at the Nissan Los 
Angeles Open?
6. The musical West Side Story is 
based on which William Shake-
speare Play?
7. The American singer-songwrit-
er Billie Eilish O’Connell (usually 
known as Billie Eilish), has which 
middle names? a) Eilish Pirate 
Baird, b) Eilish Pirate Bay, or c) Eil-
ish Pirate Ship?
8. Which language beginning with 
A is the third most prevalent of-
ficial language, with 23 countries 
using it officially?
9. Due to an incorrect assumption 
about the disease’s source, the 
term ‘malaria’ is derived from Ital-
ian, meaning _____ air?
10. Which of these British Over-
seas Territories has the same 
name as the genus for freshwater 
New Zealand eels? a) Anguilla, b) 
Bermuda, or c) Gibraltar?

ANSWERS: 1. Hong Kong; 2. b) an 
iron pickaxe; 3. The Lion King; 4. The 
Karangahake Gorge; 5. Tiger Woods; 6. 
Romeo and Juliet; 7. a) Eilish Pirate Baird; 
8. Arabic; 9. bad (mal = bad in italian); 10. 
a) Anguilla.

would now devote his attention ex-
clusively to the legal interests of his 
clients. He found the smell of print-
er’s ink too strong to resist however 
and in 1888 he and his brother Rob-
ert acquired the Bay of Plenty Times, 
Robert also becoming the editor.

James’s newspaper interests were 
extensive. Within a year or two he 
printed the Ōpōtiki Weekly Mail and 
Hot Lakes Weekly Chronicle, the Te 
Aroha Weekly, and the Ohinemuri 
Mail. His brother Robert was elect-
ed Mayor of Tauranga in December, 
1889, but he died suddenly in office 
two months later aged 32.

James continued on with his 
newspaper and printing concerns, 
in 1890 being appointed sole agent 
for the Australasian Colonies which 
sold the most current type-setting 
machinery.

By 1891, though, James was in 
Auckland on the staff of Giles’s Busi-
ness and Training College where he 
gave lessons in English, Literature, 
Latin, French, Greek, Science, Law 
and Shorthand. In September, 1892, 
he had left the college and struck 
out on his own as a private tutor in 
civil service and law exams, offering 
shorthand lessons as well. He also 
taught at Marist Brothers Sacred 
Heart School offering private in-
struction in music, Latin and experi-
mental science.

In 1895 James moved to Waihī 
where, in conjunction with J M 
Wrigley he founded the Waihī 
Miner newspaper. This was initially 
a 10-page foolscap size publication, 
pending the arrival of a larger Whar-
fdale printing press from Sydney.

As a sideline, James began trying 
his hand at inventions and in 1898 
applied for a patent for a machine 
called the Encycle, or travelling rail, 
which was expected to revolution-

ise vehicular traffic. The travelling 
rail could be easily attached to the 
wheel of any vehicle. A vehicle pro-
vided with Encycle wheels carried 
with it, and was constantly laying 
and travelling over, its own railway. 
James declared that by using this 
invention the road could compete 
successfully with the railway and 
everyone who provided his vehicle 
with Encycles would actually bring 
to his own door a railway over which 
he could travel everywhere.

In 1900, the Waihī Miner was 
wound up and James appears to 
have worked as a journalist in the 
Thames Valley district. He invented 
a new system of shorthand writ-
ing in 1901 which he claimed could 
be written faster and more legibly 
than the traditional Pitman short-
hand. He called his method the 
Tonic shorthand, and declared that 
a year’s application by the student 
would make him a verbatim report-
er. He returned to private tuition in 
1904, giving lessons in bookkeep-
ing, shorthand, arithmetic, algebra, 
geometry, and mathematics suit-
able for School of Mines, physics, 
chemistry, geology, and science. He 
also coached candidates for Civil 
Service. He would teach at a pupil’s 
residence if required and offered re-
duced fees for more than one pupil 
in the same family.

In 1911, now in his 60s, James ap-
plied for a patent for roller skates 
but his ideas did not seem to come 
to fruition. For the last few years of 
his life he offered lessons by corre-
spondence for his Tonic shorthand 
system. When he died newspapers 
called the sad demise of the once 
enterprising Scotsman “a lonely 
death”.

James is buried at Waihī cem-
etery.



It’s not everyday a watergarden comes up 
on the market.
But when it does, it’s a rare invitation to 

own a piece of serenity. 
It’s exactly what has happened with the 

Rapaura Watergardens at 586 Tapu Coro-
glen Rd, Thames, which is now up for sale 
after 31 years of family ownership.

Rapaura manager Sacha Sank said it 
was not an easy decision to make, but fol-
lowing the passing of his mother, Sally, in 
2023, he felt it was time for new energy.

A new owner will now have the unique 
opportunity to guide and help write the 
next chapter in the story of these watergar-
dens.

And it’s not just the gardens that come 
with the property. A 40-seat restaurant 
with a full commercial kitchen, three hous-
es, a workshop, storerooms, chicken coop, 
stable, tunnel houses and garden storage 
are all part of the package. The property 
can hold weddings, music events and of-
fers guest accommodation, which has re-
ceived top reviews and was fully booked 
across the summer.

It’s clear Rapaura is a lifestyle business 
with unlimited potential - and comes fully 
stocked and furnished with everything 
from teaspoons to tractors. One key princi-
ple that’s remained with Rapaura since its 
origin in 1965 was from a saying on a sign 
in the garden about land and man.

“It says in any society, owning land is be-
ing a temporary caretaker and the fact is - 
you look after it and you leave it in a better 
state than you found it,” Sacha said.  “And 
that’s what we’ve always felt here. 

“It’s our philosophy for the garden”.
It should come as no surprise Rapaura 

was rated a 5-star Garden of National 
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Could you be the next owner of Rapaura Watergardens?

A new owner will have the unique opportunity to guide and help write the next chap-
ter in the story of the Rapaura Watergardens.                        Photos: DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA

holiday home, Sacha said. 
There’s certainly ample parking for vehi-

cles and boats.  One thing Sacha is certain 
about: “I always say it’s not a place to see. 
It’s actually a place just to sit, absorb and 
enjoy”.
For all enquiries about the Rapaura Water-
gardens property at 586 Tapu Coroglen Rd, 
Thames, please contact NZ Sotheby’s Real-
ty agent Cary Ralph by Email: cary.ralph@
waikatonzsir.com or phone 021 139 4000. 
Scan the QR code for more information.         

- By Davidda Hikatangata

Significance by the New Zealand Gardens 
Trust - and was the only one on the Coro-
mandel. But it doesn’t stop there.

Rapaura is consistently rated number 
one out of 25 things to do in Thames, 
which Sacha said was “a great honour”, 
and featured in all major travel guides.

The meaning of Rapaura was the meet-
ing of the spring waters, Sacha said.

“So you’ve got three creeks coming 
through the property and two of them join 
up on the property. So it’s [the] meeting of 
the spring waters there,” he said.

Sacha describes it as “the lifeblood”.
Just like the water flowed through the 

property, so did the energy, he said.
“So that’s a key aspect of it. All gardens 

have beauty but there’s also the energy as 
well.” 

It could be an opportunity for a multi-
generational family to step in and “make 
their mark”, or even a new venture for mul-
tiple families to purchase it together as a 

Current owner Sacha Sank. 

Slipping down the slip-n-slide.                  Photos: SUPPLIED

A bench is no obstacle for one leaping student. 
Teachers and parents also got in on 
the fun. 

Colourful fun
Pūriri School enjoyed a sunny day for their colour run fundraiser 
event on March 1. Students raced through a slippery wet course, 
pelted through coloured powder and enjoyed a family barbecue. 
The funds raised will be going towards the upcoming beach camp 
and a school van, principal Lydia Lester said. “We had a great 
community day, lots of laughter and smiles.”

Students have fun with slime in the shade.

Good, soapy fun. The weather was ideal for the run.
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eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
21 Hobson Street 4 2 2 2

eves.co.nz/ewa19790

Massive Opportunity, Must be Sold
This lifestyle property is 2.122 ha. (more or less) and
situated in a desirable college location.The property is
being sold on a (“as is where is)” basis. A great family
home that needs work inside and out. Get stuck in here
and reap the rewards. Call Dynasty to view.

Asking Price $850,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

New Listing

Waihi
8A Albert Street 2 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19819

Make It Yours!
In a great location, on a fully fenced section of 559m2
(more or less) this light-filled home is within walking
distance to the college and a short drive to the town
centre. Two bedrooms, family bathroom and open plan
living space plus single garage.

Asking Price $495,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Boundary lines are indicative only

Waihi
10 Richmal Street

eves.co.nz/ewa18421

Sunny Section in Full Bloom
Situated on the outskirts of town giving you the lifestyle
feel with town convenience. This 1722 sqm (approx.)
fenced section has a gated entrance and is in a sunny
position with no covenants. Established gardens and
orchard. Call Dynasty for more information and to view.

Asking Price $439,000
View by appointment
Dynasty Holtz 022 124 1186
dynasty.holtz@eves.co.nz

Price Reduction

Waihi
84 Bradford Street 4 2 1 2

eves.co.nz/ewa17636

Timeless Appeal, Modern Living
A modern and inviting home that blends comfort and
convenience, perfect for those that desire an easy-care
family home. Offering open plan living and four
bedrooms the master includes walk through wardrobe
and ensuite. Low maintenance grounds.

Asking Price $799,000
View by appointment
Lester Mullan 021 121 4940
lester.mullan@eves.co.nz

Open Home

Waihi
1 Carrick Robertson Place 2 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19647

Double with Garden Studio
A two bedroom home with all the essentials you could
need. Renovated kitchen, open plan living that flows to
sunny entertaining deck and established gardens. Stand
alone studio, plus off street parking.

Asking Price $535,000
View 1-1.30pm Sun 23 Mar
or by appointment
Kassarndra Clark 027 328 3305
kassarndra.clark@eves.co.nz
Jade Small-Kohu 027 347 7951
jade.small-kohu@eves.co.nz

Brooke Edwards
EVESWaihi Top Achiever
for February
Choosing a salesperson that works hard
to get you the best possible result is one
of the most important decisions you can
make as a homeowner. Get in touch with
Brooke for a free, no obligation appraisal.

EVESWaihi / February

027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008

New Listing

Waihi
11 Princes Street 3 1 1 1

eves.co.nz/ewa19799

A Timeless Treasure
This charming character home blends classic style with
modern comfort. Set on 784 sqm (approx.), it offers
three bedrooms, open plan living, a sunny
conservatory, a sleepout, ample storage, lush gardens,
extra parking, and a garage—an absolute must-see!

Auction Thurs 17 Apr, from 1pm
247 Cameron Road, Tauranga
(unless sold prior)

View by appointment
Brooke Edwards 027 435 5905
brooke.edwards@eves.co.nz

EVES Realty Ltd, Licensed under the REAA 2008
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634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com • 027 967 1399

animaladdiction.co.nz

+ morelocally handmade coats & accessories

Fish + supplies

Rats & Mice supplies

Dog & Cat toys + supplies

Rabbits & Guinea Pigs + supplies

Lizard supplies

Birds + supplies

Servicing and Repairs
Workshop or On Farm
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166867

Graham Cornes

A Grade Motorcycle Mechanic

graham@a1motorcycles.co.nz

Parts and Accessories
Road, Farm, MotoX
Ph : 027 2166860

Alison Cornes

parts@a1motorcycles.co.nz

www.a1motorcycles.co.nz

GRAHAM O’BRIEN

Council Building, Ngatea

P: (07) 867 7014

E: gobrien@insightlegal.co.nz

www.insightlegal.co.nz

Industrial supply
specialists that work
for your business.
Contact us today:

admin@readbros.co.nz

ServiceS available:
• Key cutting • Sharpening

• Wire rope Swaging • rope Splicing
• cut-to-length extrusions

• Dive cylinder filling & testing on site

SPORTS

Pauanui Parkrun 
takes off
On November 30 last year, Pauanui 

Beach got its first ever weekly 
Parkrun event, which is only the sec-
ond Parkrun in the Coromandel region. 

The Pauanui Parkrun has since con-
tinued to gain positive feedback from 
locals and from people all over the 
world. 

Each week, the organisers continue 
to be amazed with almost always at 
least one participant from overseas, 
who have have come from all over the 
world including places like Ireland, 
England and Australia as well as all 
around New Zealand. 

Many have travelled just to take part 
in this brilliant free community event, 
which is very inspiring to many in-
volved. 

“It proceeds to be a very good uptake 
in getting the community involved and 
invested in something greater,” organ-
isers said. 

So far the Parkrun has received a 
positive response from the public of 
Pauanui - not only participants but also 
volunteers. 

The Parkrun is a voluntary event 
held at the Southend of Pauanui Beach 
opposite the car park, and all those in-

volved offer their time to help the event 
run smoothly. 

The Parkrun takes place on Satur-
days at 8am at the Southend opposite 
the car park at Pauanui Beach, and is 
available to anyone who wants to run, 
walk, or spectate.

It attracts many tourists, visitors and 
locals, with its beautiful coastal views 
overlooking the beachfront and the op-
portunity of meeting up at Cabana Cafe 
afterwards.

“I wanted more of a community 
spirit and camaraderie within the run-
ning community of Pauanui. That’s 
why I started it up,” event director Neil 
Paulsen said. 

“Some of the participants’ favorite 
part is just getting together afterwards 
and having a coffee and chat. 

“Lots of the other locals are just 
pleased to have another string in their 
bow for community events that are 
available to the public, and are thank-
ful for it.”

It seems the locals of Pauanui Beach 
are loving this new weekly event that 
has already brought so much friend-
ship, fun and positivity to the commu-
nity and it looks like it will continue to 
do so as long as this event keeps going. 

By Lily Paulsen

Bev and Kevin Sharp are celebrated at a recent ribbon day at Paeroa Domain.        Photo: ALICE PARMINTER

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

RUNNING

Forty-three years of service

Kevin and Bev Sharp were celebrated 
for their long years of service to 

the Paeroa Amateur Athletics Club on 
March 8. 

At the club’s ribbon day, attendees 
heard how Kevin, a former athlete him-
self, joined the club committee in 1983 
for a 43-year-long association with the 
sporting group. 

“I’m quite gratified that you think of 
us,” Kevin said. 

“You get involved, and you just carry 
on year after year, and all of a sudden 
you stand back and realise how long 
you have been involved.

“It’s been a labour of love. I’ve en-
joyed the sport pretty well all my life, 
and certainly enjoyed knowing the in-
side out of the domain. But I couldn’t 
do it all without a wife to look after all 
the secretarial side and keep me on my 
toes.”

Kevin was made a life member of the 
Paeroa Amateur Athletics Club in 1995.

ATHLETICS

Event director Neil Paulsen, left, Jez Rogers and Lily Paulsen, right, at the Parkrun.          Photos: SUPPLIED

NEWSPRINT
Roll ends for sale

800mm wide, varying lengths, 
$10 ea

Available at the 
Valley Profile office: 
2 Queen St, Paeroa 

Call first to check availability: 
Ph 0204 0944 853

Perfect for school 
holidays - art and 

craft,moving, 
table coverings 
and more .....
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HOME DEMONSTRATIONS
AND DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

WE CAN COME TO YOU

LEYLAND STOWE
Mob: 027 355 5152 Ph: 07 868 8981

or 0800 868 898
609 Pollen St, Thames RMVT
thamesautos@xtra.co.nz

No Deposit Finance
available on all vehicles.
Full workshop servicing

& repairs available including
Auto Electrical service

- www.thamesautos.co.nz -

2017 Nissan X-Trail
Auto 2WD, 129Kms, Alloys,

TOP SPEC

$14,990

2014 Holden Cruz
1.6Ltr Turbo, Top Spec & Condition

NOW
$10,990

2012 Ford Territory
Diesel AWD, Auto, T-Bar

VALUE
$10,990

2008 Nissan Pathfinder
Auto, V6, 4WD, NZ New, 7 Seater

$11,990

2012 Mitsubishi Colt
1.5Ltr Auto, NZ New, Alloys,

Top Condition & Buy

$5,990

2017 Hyundai Elantra Elite
Auto, 2 Ltr, NZ New, Superb Condition

$13,990

2010 Mazda CX-7
2.5Ltr Auto, Top Spec GLX

LOOK
$7,990

2012 Ssangyong Actyon
5 Speed Diesel, 2WD, TOP TRUCK

NOW
$10,990

SPORTS

A banana flies over the bar in the high jump competition.               Photos: SUPPLIED

A Star Wars Wookiee runs along with the competition.

Relay runners zoom down the track.

 Students speed to the finish line.

Positive vibes
  

The sun beamed down in the 
Hauraki Plains for a day of 

athletics, friendly competition 
and positive vibes on February 
25. 

The Hauraki Plains College 
Athletics Day saw students 
compete in a variety of track 
and field events, while decked 
out in house group colours, 
face paint and accessories.

There were also sightings of 
students in banana and wook-
iee costumes out on the fields. 

But the main theme of the 
day was to encourage a Sport 
Waikato initiative the school 
was implementing: “Posi-
tive Vibes Only”. The idea was 
about creating environments 
that were enjoyable for every-

one, whether they’re a player, 
coach, referee, administrator 
or supporter. 

Year 13 student Rhona McI-
nnes told The Profile it was a 
wonderful day where the school 
community got together. 

“I constantly heard laughter 
and encouragement as every-
one enjoyed being active and 
supporting each other in a fun 
and lively atmosphere.” 

Year 13 student Benjamin 
Beard said it stood out as one 
of his most memorable school 
memories to date, with perfect 
weather and laughter and ice 
cream with friends. 

While fellow student Fergus 
Ball said it was good to see eve-
ryone participate even though 
it was hot. “Everyone enjoyed it 
and was really positive.”

Students get behind the Positive Vibes Only campaign.

Email your sports reports and photos to 
editor@valleyprofile.co.nz

By DAVIDDA HIKATANGATA
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YARDSCRAPERS

From 2mWide to 4.8mWide FEL or 3pt Linkage fittings
Fixed or Oscillating available From: $2000+GST

Ph. (07) 867-6712
Email: info@quinn.co.nz

Paeroa Auto Electrical
• Auto Air Conditioning

• Latest Diagnostic Tools for your European Car
• Range of Batteries for Cars, Trucks, Tractors,

RVs and more
• On Farm Auto Electrical Service

Ph: 07 862 8565 Email: unipoint@xtra.co.nz
3 Belmont Road Paeroa

For Thames-Coromandel’s 
Mayor Len Salt, the biggest 

learning he’s taken from his first 
term is the importance of finding 
the balance.

It’s a lesson he’ll be holding on 
to as he vies for a second stint in 
the district’s top job.

Mayor Salt announced his in-
tention to restand last week, and 
told The Profile the decision was 
only made after being given the 
nod by his partner, Svargo.

“The job comes with a very high 
level of personal commitment, 
and that’s not just for me, that’s 
for both of us, and I couldn’t do it 
without her support.”

Mayor Salt said the district faced 
some “significant challenges” over 
the past three years, including the 
major weather events of 2022 and 
2023 which cut off communities 
and contributed to an economic 
decline.

He also said the diversity of 
the district, while being one of its 
unique features, also presented 
a challenge in achieving fairness 
and equity for all.

There were personal trials, too.
“The main challenge is finding 

a balance between the inevitable 
criticism that you get,” he said, 
“because not everyone’s going to 
like the decisions that you have to 
make as a mayor and as part of a 
council.

“I guess where that becomes a 
real personal challenge is when 
that criticism becomes a personal 
attack. That’s hard to deal with 
sometimes, but it’s balanced out 
by the fact that when I go out into 
my communities, I get such in-

Salt to stand for second term
The Mutes from Mars are head-
ing to Thames to perform a free 
concert.

The band, from West Auck-
land, is made up of seven mem-
bers with intellectual disabili-
ties ranging from brain damage 
to autism. 

For 15 years, the band has 
toured and played gigs across 
New Zealand with support from 
provider organisation A Sup-
ported Life. 

The Mutes from Mars has re-
leased a number of albums over 
the years - their latest offering, 
The Neon Sky, is available on 
Spotify and consists of a mix of 

self-written songs and covers. 
The band is heading to 

Thames for a three-day rehears-
al retreat, which will culminate 
in a free public concert at the 
band rotunda in Victoria Park 
on March 29. 

“We hope to showcase the tal-
ents and skills of the musicians 
who undoubtedly have chal-
lenges but who overcome these 
through creativity and the be-
lief they can achieve as much as 
anyone else in the community,” 
the band’s spokesperson said. 
DETAILS: The Mutes from Mars, 
free concert on March 29, 2pm in 
Victoria Park, Thames. 

From Mars to Thames

The Mutes from Mars are set to play in Thames.           Photo SUPPLIED

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

credible levels of support and af-
firmation from people.”

Mayor Salt said he had become 
“better at finding the balance” and 
learning to switch off for an hour 
or so.

“When I first started, especially 
when we had the storms, I’d be 
waking up at three in the morning 
and going through things in my 
mind and rehashing stuff that had 
happened during the day,” he said.

“But you need to develop the 
ability to step away from that 
and come back in the morning or 
the next day with a fresh look at 
things. 

“And for me, my escape is I play 
some music. I don’t play golf. I 
don’t do any other sports. My 
leisure activity is playing music. 
But for the first 18 months or so, I 
didn’t pick up my guitar at all. 

“Once I found that I needed 
this, I needed a way to switch off 
and relax, I picked up the guitar 
again.”

Mayor Salt, who will be 69 in 
May, has a spinal condition and 
can sometimes be seen using a 
walking aid on his jaunts around 
the district - but he said his ail-
ment gives him common ground 
with some constituents.

“For the first 10 or 15 minutes 
when I get together with people 
of my age, we are always talking 
about, you know, how’s the hip? 
How’s the back? How’s the eyes?” 
he joked. 

“And then we get on to talk-
ing about roads and rubbish and 
parks and libraries and rates. But 
it gives us some common ground.”

Thames ward councillor Peter 
Revell has already announced his 
intention to stand for Mayor. 
DETAILS: Election day for this year’s 
local body elections is on October 11, 
2025. Candidate nominations offi-
cially open on July 4.

Len Salt and partner Svargo.  
File Photo: KELLEY TANTAU

ENTERTAINMENT
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Need metal or aggregate?

WE’RE YOUR LOCAL
SUPPLIERS OF AGGREGATE
FOR RACES, TANKER TRACKS
AND ROADS ON THE FARM.

WE SUPPLY

CRUSHER DUST

AND CLAY

With local quarries
nearby we can offer
competitive pricing

and delivery.

WWW.HGLEACH.CO.NZ | 0800 10 87 27

M

M7-2 SERIES
TRACTORS

IN STOCK NOW!

W | CENTRALMOTORS.CO.NZ

PH | 027 2850349 ANDREW WELCH
NGATEA 07 8677524

Starting at $135,000

Ngatea sharemilkers take out dairy awards
The winners of this year’s Auckland/

Hauraki Dairy Industry Awards 
said they were proud to have achieved a 
50/50 sharemilking role at a young age 
and were on track to buy their first farm.

Brad and Courtney Edwards, from 
Ngātea, were named the region’s Share 
Farmer of the Year at the annual awards 
dinner which was held at the Thames 
Civic Centre last week. 

They are 50/50 sharemilking for Mau-
reen Martinovich on her 90ha, 240-cow 
property, and won $11,975 in prizes and 
six merit awards.

The couple were runners-up in the 

same category last year and said they 
made the most out of the opportunities 
that came from the experience. 

“We found out so much more about 
our business that we thought we knew, 
until we benchmarked against others 
with Dairybase,” they said.

The 24-year-olds are both active in 
the community with hockey and Hau-
raki Young Farmers.

They said they both loved financials 
and believed they were “on to it when it 
comes to financial planning”.

“We are on track financially to hit our 
goal in five years and buy our own farm 

Brad and Courtney Edwards, from Ngātea, were named the region’s Share Farmer of the Year at 
the awards dinner held at the Thames Civic Centre.                        Photo: SUPPLIED

by 30,” they said. “One of our biggest 
challenges was applying for bank loans 
when we first started sharemilking four 
years ago, as we were just 20-years-old 
and the banks said we were too young.”

Brad and Courtney acknowledged 
their children as their biggest driver and 
said one of their biggest strengths was 
that they worked well as a team in all 
areas of farming, which helped the farm 
run easily and smoothly.

The New Zealand Dairy Industry 
Awards are supported by national spon-
sors ASB, CowManager, Ecolab, Feder-
ated Farmers, Fonterra, Honda, LIC, 
and Trelleborg, along with industry 
partners DairyNZ and MediaWorks.

Runner-up in the Share Farmer cat-
egory was awarded to Justin Ruygrok, 
a 28 per cent sharemilker on Ray and 
Tony Reid’s 52ha, 170-cow Waiuku 
farm.

Steven Pratt was named the 2025 
Auckland/Hauraki Dairy Manager of 
the year and won $8139 in prizes plus 
three merit awards. He was runner-up 
in the same category last year.

The 33-year-old holds a Bachelor 
of Agriculture from Lincoln Univer-
sity and is farm manager on David and 
Paula Pratt’s 170ha, 430-cow Patetonga 
property.

The fourth-generation farmer said he 
was proud to be working on a farm that 
had been in the family for 110 years.

He said he plans to continue to pro-
duce food for a growing global popu-
lation and was excited about the new 
technology and innovation that was be-
ing developed.

Runner-up in the 2025 Auckland/
Hauraki Dairy Manager category went 
to Owen Clifford, who placed third in 
the same category last year.

He is the farm manager for Ross and 
Tracey Laing on their 200ha, 500-cow 
Waerenga property and won $3,090 and 
two merit awards. The third placeget-
ter in the Dairy Manager category was 
awarded to Satbeer Singh Sandhu, who 
is 2IC on Carl Thomas’ 97ha, 304-cow 
Te Aroha farm. Singh Sandhu won 
$1845 in prizes and one merit award.

CONTINUED ON P15
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HUSTLER Round Bale FeederGILTRAP G2 Bale Feeder

UNLX104

Rear fence, Bearing covers, Front end loader reader
(require brackets), Covered drive shaft to eliminate feed
wrapping, Dual latch hooks for stronger headstock &

feeding cradle connection

Large diameter high tensile fork tines, Different length
fork tines for easy & quick engagement, Guide plates &

bushes to ensure a snug fit in the cradle,
Strong rolled RHS headstock

4 YEAR
warranty

$11,200 $11,590
+GST +GST

Hauraki Plains Motors
1 Pipiroa Road, Ngatea • Ph 07 867-7021

A/Hrs Mike 027 440 4681, Miles 027-227-1121 Email: admin@hpmotors.co.nz

business sustainability and ani-
mal welfare.

“Long term, I’m open to pro-
gressing into farm ownership 
or a research-based role focus-
ing on preventative health and 
genetics, or even a position 
that blends on-farm work with 
industry-wide improvements,” 
she said.

Runner-up in the Dairy 

Trainee category was awarded 
to Katie Roper, who is 2IC as-
sistant manager on Ashley and 
Ayna Thomas’ 130ha, 400-cow 
Pukekawa property. She placed 
third in the same category last 
year.

Third placegetter went to Cil-
lian Aberhart, who was run-
ner-up in the same category in 
2023. 

The 21-year-old is farm assis-
tant on Gale Bebington’s 130ha 
Te Aroha farm and won $1270.
DETAILS: The Auckland/Hau-
raki Dairy Industry Awards field 
day will be held on March 26 at 
10.30am, 1873 State Highway 27,  
Morrinsville, Fonterra S/N 75075. 
Further details on the winners 
and the field day can be found at 
www.dairyindustryawards.co.nz.

Meanwhile, the winner of the 
2025 Auckland/Hauraki Dairy 
Trainee of the Year category 
was Caitlin Snodgrass who 
was runner-up in the same cat-
egory last year. She won $6220 
and two merit awards.

Caitlin is farm assistant on 
Stu and Karen Davey’s 220ha, 
650-cow Paeroa property. 

“The awards experience was 
incredibly valuable, offering 
excellent networking oppor-
tunities with industry leaders, 
potential employers and in-
spiring mentors,” she said.

“The feedback I received 
helped me identify my 
strengths and areas for growth, 
guiding me toward focused 
learning and skill develop-
ment.”

The 30-year-old said she 
was very proud of her progress 
and learning since entering the 
dairy industry, and was par-
ticularly proud of learning the 
practical skills. 

“In 2023, I had never driven 
a manual vehicle or motorbike, 
now I can confidently handle 
two-wheelers, tractors and 
various farm implements,” she 
said.

With future farming goals in-
cluding contract or sharemilk-
ing with her partner, at this 
stage in her career Caitlin said 
she sees multiple pathways 
open to her, and her primary 
goal was to deepen her under-
standing of farm management, 

The winner of the Dairy Trainee of the Year category is Caitlin Snodgrass, a farm assistant on Stu and 
Karen Davey’s 220ha, 650-cow Paeroa property.                  Photo: SUPPLIED

CONTINUED FROM P15 $1.34m for 
enviro projects
Waikato Regional Council has 
granted a total of $1.34 million 
from its Natural Heritage Fund 
(NHF) towards four landscape 
scale environmental projects.

The Integrated Catchment 
Management Committee ap-
proved grants for projects at Mt 
Karioi (Raglan), northern Coro-
mandel Peninsula, Mt Pirongia 
and the Kaimai-Mamaku Ranges. 

This includes $445,593 over 
three years for the Moehau Envi-
ronment Group’s Caring for Na-
tive Biodiversity project in North-
ern Coromandel.

The funding will go towards la-
bour for pest animal, pest plant 
control and community and 
school engagement programmes 
materials, such as traps and con-
sumables.

 This group has undertaken 
community led, landscape scale 
pest control and biodiversity 
management projects for more 
than 20 years. The project area 
comprises a significant number of 
private properties, including QEII 
National Trust covenants along 
with areas of public conservation 
land. The group oversees a net-
work of traps for a kiwi sanctuary, 
pest animal and pest plant control 
at Waikawau Wetland, a coastal 
forest pest animal control sub-
project, and education and advo-
cacy programmes in both schools 
and the wider community.

The next Natural Heritage 
Fund round will open in April, for 
the 2025/26 financial year, with 
around $1.4 million to distribute.
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700 Pollen St, Thames - Phone 868 6008 - GBDThamesLtd

Summer Hours:
Closed Monday

Tues-Fri:12pm to 8pm
Sat: 9am - 8pm

Sun: 12pm to 8pm

Sunday Lunch

ROASTS
(bookings essential)

plus full a la carte

available

The onlyThe onllly
venue onvenue on
this sidettthhiiiss siide
of theof ttthhe

peninsulapeninsulllaa
withwittthh

GuinnessGGGuuinness
on tapon tttaap

ThursdayTTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy
CocktailsCCCoooccckkktttaaaiiillls

$10$1110
5-8pm5-888pppmmm

Firebrand (121 mins) M. Drama. In blood-soaked Tudor England, Katherine Parr, the sixth and last wife
of King Henry VIII, is named Regent while tyrant Henry is fighting overseas. From the B&I Film Festival.
The Great Escaper (96 mins) M. Starring Michael Caine & Glenda Jackson. True story of an 89y.o. British
WWII Navy veteran who “broke out” of his nursing home to attend 70th anniversary D-Day commemorations.
Black Bag (93 mins) M. A high-stakes mystery starring Cate Blanchett, Michael Fassbender,
Pierce Brosnan and others. An intelligence agent is suspected of betraying the nation.
Hard Truths (97 mins) M. Legendary filmmaker Mike Leigh returns with a fierce, compassionate,
and humorous study of family and the thorny ties that bind us. Highly awarded film.
Tinā (125 mins) M. Story of a Samoan teacher, who struggling after the death of her daughter in the
Christchurch earthquakes, reluctantly takes on the role of substitute teacher at a wealthy private school.
The Last Journey (95 mins) M. (Swedish with English subtitles). An emotional and hilarious story exploring
a son’s attempts to coax his father into reengaging with life. A joyous road trip through the south of France.
Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy (125 mins) M. Bridget navigates life as a widow & single mom
with the help of family, friends, and a former lover, Daniel Cleaver (Hugh Grant).
A Complete Unknown (141 mins) M. In 1965, a young Bob Dylan shakes up his act on the folk
music scene by going electric and singing rock as the voice of a generation. Starring Timothée Chalamet.
White Bird (120 mins) PG. Struggling to fit in at his new school after being expelled, Julian’s grand-
mother tells him the story of her experiences in World War II. A moving drama fit for the whole family.

Movies from Thursday 20 March to Wednesday 26 March
For times, see our website, pick up a brochure by the cinema doors, or email or phone us.

You can book and pay online or at the cinema, or book by phone or email and pay when you arrive.

Ph: 07 868 3142Ph: 07 868 3142 www.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thameswww.leftbanktheatre.co.nz 659 Pollen St, Thames

WAIHI CRAFT EXPO
FREE ENTRY

Exhibition & Sales
A Variety of Craft Groups In One Location

St John’s Anglican Church Hall, Waihi
(across the road from the pumphouse)
April 26 Sat 9.30am - 3pm
April 27 Sun 11am - 2.30pm

FREE ENTRY FREE ENTRY

Details of where each group meets and how to joinDetails of where each group meets and how to join
will be available at the expowill be available at the expo

FREE ENTRY

Elsa Klein to perform free concert
Thames Music Group’s free Friday concert 

on March 21 features the relaxing classical 
instrumental music and original songs of Elsa 
Klein.

The concert, which begins at 12:15pm 
at St George’s Church in Thames, is a walk 
through Elsa’s lifelong journey with music 
and the concert grand pedal harp - starting 
from the traditional roots of classical harp, 
then through contemporary reimagining of 
jazz classics, and finishing with her current 
experimental folksy originals. 

The first part of the concert will feature 
some of the world’s most recognisable clas-
sical solos from Claude Debussy, Henri Renie, 
and iconic harp composer Marcel Grandjany. 

The second part will showcase Elsa’s origi-
nals, a fusion of folk, jazz, and indie genres 
on the harp and vocals.

American-born, Elsa is a harpist, writer 
and occasional CFM radio host, who lives in 
Hahei. After a classical music training, her 
collaborations with Coromandel artists Alex 
Thorne and FEI LIN have inspired a more con-
temporary and blended approach to music. 

A familiar face with the Whitianga-based 
group Morels and electric guitar-and-harp 
duo Tiny Lighting, Elsa is fascinated by how 
the harp can feature in alternative genres 
such as rock and country music, and accom-
pany electronic instruments.
DETAILS: www.thamesmusicgroup.com.

School of Rock director Samantha Connors hopes the show encourages rangatahi to 
express themselves.                          Photo: SUPPLIED

ENTERTAINMENT

Harpist Elsa Klein.  
Photo: SUPPLIED

Thames MAD to stage ‘loud 
and proud’ School of Rock
Thames Music And Drama will be stag-

ing the “loud and proud” School of Rock 
musical this May, and director Samantha 
Connors wants the show to be inspirational 
and educational.

Based on the film starring Jack Black, the 
stage show follows Dewey Finn, a failed, 
wannabe rock star who poses as substitute 
teacher Mr Schneebley at a conservative 
prep school. 

There, he tries to teach his students how 
to “stick it to the man” - ultimately giving 
them a voice through music. 

“It’s about making sure that youth are 
valued for what they can contribute,” Sa-
mantha said. “That they are not dismissed 
or ignored just because they are young. 

“I’ve experienced this myself in various 
roles, when adults discount your ideas and 
views. It’s disheartening and extremely 
frustrating”.

Sam said giving rangatahi a voice and a 
platform to showcase their talents was ex-
tremely important to her, and this produc-
tion provided plenty of scope for this, with 
15 teens in lead roles where they are able to 
demonstrate a range of theatre skills includ-
ing acting, singing, dancing, and musician-
ship.

In fact, staging this show will be a huge 
opportunity for Samantha herself. At just 
28, she will be the youngest director of a 
major musical for Thames MAD.

Her mother Diane Connors has been 
heavily involved in local theatre for more 
than 35 years, and as such, Samantha found 

herself gaining experience in all aspects 
of stagecraft. She has assisted with props, 
front of house, marketing, tech, supported 
production roles and has even been stage 
manager on occasion. 

However, while she has attended three 
director workshops over the years, directed 
a children’s show at age 21, and co-directed 
Peter Pan and the Medallion’s Secret in 
2021, she said she found it hard to step out 
of the shadow of her mother.

“Sometimes it’s hard to be taken seri-
ously as a young person trying to spread our 
wings in an adult environment,” she said.

However, Thames MAD’s policy of en-
couraging young people to learn skills and 
develop their interest in theatre provided 
her with additional support.

“I am very grateful that the committee 
has entrusted this role to me. 

“I had a whole proposal to present with 
descriptions of my vision for the musical. 
The subject expert facilitator listened… and 
I finally felt heard.”

Samatha said she has loved School of 
Rock ever since she saw it live in London, 
and was excited to bring the show to local 
audiences. 

She hopes the “loud and proud” show 
spreads the message “that we all need to 
make space for the next generation to ex-
press themselves, explore who they are as 
individuals, and find their place in society”.
DETAILS: Thames MAD’s School of Rock in May 
at the Thames Civic Centre. For tickets and 
more info, visit www.thamesmad.co.
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Indulge in the moment atIndulge in the moment at

Open Everyday 7.30am-3pm
“Delicious dishes, outdoor catering,
venue Hire with or without catering,

and a cozy atmosphere
for group meetings or special events”

159 Whitaker Street, Te Aroha
Call us to discuss more

022 320 5766
Email us on: ironiquecafe2@gmail.com

And follow us on Facebook: Ironique Cafe

BYO Café.
Cheese Factory.

Gifts.
Ice Cream.

Animal Farm.
4 Wainui Road,

Matatoki,

Ph 07 868 1284

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
www.thecheesebarn.co.nz
Closed Mondays

Mon/Tues open from 4pm
Wed-Sun open from 11am

HOME OF THE TAPU PIES
772 Thames Coast Road, Tapu

Phone: 078684806
Mobile: 0277410391

Email: office@royyaloakhotel.co.nz

Dog
friendly
garden
bar

Bar,
Restaurant,

Bait &
Wholesale

HISTORIC WAIKINO HOTEL

Open daily from 12pm
Family Friendly full of history

offering thirst quenching beverages
& homestyle soul food

“The home of Eliza’s Claim Gold Gin”
Distilled on site

8541 SH2 Karangahake Gorge
Waikino

Ph: 07 863 8381 • E: info@waikinohotel.nz

FoodiesFoodies

If you’re on the lookout for a “primo 
spot” to eat with a great country 

atmosphere, campground over the 
road and one of the best spots in 
the country for fishing: Royal Oak 
Hotel in Tapu, Thames Coast, is the 
place to go.

Owners Lisa and Chris Chaffey, 
who have been at the helm for two 
and a half years, said the most 
rewarding thing so far was “meeting 
heaps of awesome people who 
make our jobs so much more fun”.

When dining, guests can expect to 
find a friendly, relaxed atmosphere, 
a beautiful garden area, great food 
and refreshing cold drinks.

One must-eat meal is “definitely 
the catch of the day”. 

“Nothing beats fresh fish and 
chips with a delicious garden salad,” 
however, steak came in at a very 
close second, Lisa said.

But the Royal Oak Hotel has a 
signature special with a family twist.

Chris’ dad started Thames Pies 
in the early 2000s, and when he 
closed the shop, Chris took over the 
recipes and rebranded to Tapu Pies.

“We can barely keep up with 
demand some days. There are so 
many flavours available, we sell just 
as many cold/frozen pies as we do 
hot ones.”

But good food and drink isn’t all 
that’s on offer - they also sell Royal 

A ‘primo spot’ for food, merch 
and Tapu pies: Royal Oak Hotel

Royal Oak Hotel’s chicken schnitzel with mushroom sauce, haloumi salad, 
prawn cocktail and garlic prawns.         Photo: SUPPLIED

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Life gets busy. 
Time slips 

away - some of it 
spent on things 
that truly mat-

ter, some on things that don’t.
And often, the most impor-

tant things take a back seat.
There have been seasons in 

my marriage where my wife 
has felt the consequences of 
that.

I’ve let busyness take over, 
and in doing so, I’ve uninten-

Gratitude changes things when life gets busy
By MICHAEL WILKES

OPINION tionally created distance.
When we stop prioritising 

time together, connection fades 
- it’s as simple as that. 

But worse still, as that con-
nection fades, we stop appre-
ciating all the beautiful things 
about that other person. 

We see it in families all the 
time. 

Couples grow distant, and 
parents spend more time dis-
cussing the annoying things 
about their kids rather than 
celebrating them.

But here’s what I’m learn-
ing: even when life feels im-

balanced, having intentional 
rhythms can keep the most im-
portant things first. 

Simple daily habits that an-
chor us can make all the differ-
ence. 

One of those rhythms for me 
has been practicing gratitude.

Every day, I take a moment 
to write down what I’m thank-
ful for. 

And what struck me was that, 
time and time again, my wife 
and kids topped that list.

As I made gratitude a habit, 
something shifted. 

I found myself thinking about 

them more throughout the day.
I started enjoying and look-

ing for those cute little mo-
ments with my kids more.

I started to adore my wife 
again and I wanted to tell her I 
love her more. 

And - surprisingly - I even 
found myself getting butterflies 
again, like when we first met.

So, I share this as something 
I’m still learning, but also as 
something to consider.

If life feels overwhelming, if 
your thoughts naturally drift 
toward the negative, maybe a 
daily practice of gratitude could 

change things. 
It won’t erase struggles, but it 

might just open your eyes to the 
good that’s already there - wait-
ing to be noticed, valued, and 
cherished.
Michael Wilkes is a Living Well Trust 
Youth Worker. He and his team pro-
vide mentoring and resilience pro-
grammes across Thames and Paeroa 
to more than 300 students a year. 
They are passionate about supporting 
our young people to thrive. Much of 
this work is funded outside of schools 
and it becoming increasingly chal-
lenging in the current climate. Email 
michael@livingwell.org.nz to sign up 
to their quarterly newsletter or to be-
come a supporter.

Oak Hotel hoodies, singlets, tees, 
caps and bucket hats, and a new 
line of shorts. 

“If you can’t make it in to buy in 
person, message us via Facebook 

or Instagram to pay via internet 
banking [and] to arrange postage.”
DETAILS: Stay up to date and follow 
Royal Oak Hotel Tapu on Facebook 
or Instagram.

Join our monthly 
Foodies page 

and receive a feature 
article about your 
food business and 

a listing on the 
Coromandel App

Contact Nikki
022 130 3885

nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz



CALL THE EXPERTS

Digger, Bulldozer 
& Truck Hire

►  Mulching 
► Cartage of Metal, sand, fertiliser, 
    palm kernel, hay & maize silage

PHONE TIM 027 278 5384
T & A MCWATTERS LTD

earthworks & cartage

OWENS FLOORING
Flooring Sales and Installation

FREE MEASURE & QUOTATION
Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring
SHOWROOM: 5/57 Wilson Road, Waihi Beach

Open 8.30am - 4.00pm Monday to Friday
Saturdays By Appointment

Phone: 027 233 7277 / 07 863 5723
Email: sales@owensflooring.co.nz

www.owensflooring.co.nz

flooring

Driving Courses
Driving lessons

Learner Licence courses
Defensive Driving courses
Book now 027 314 1577

(text or phone)
admin@valleyeducation.co.nz

Valley Education
07 868 7892

driving academy

Supplier of fast acting
Lime and Fertiliser
P: Rev 021 503 029
P: Gill 021 532 903

fertiliser

● Lawn mowing
● Weedeating
● Hedge & tree trim
● Section clearing
● Gardening
● Rubbish removal
● Interior house clean
● New build clean/clear
● Odd jobs considered
● One off jobs welcome

0800 464 898
Alaine Hedges 
027 242 7268     
John Hedges 
027 457 2018

Email: info@ajcleanupcrew.co.nz

 cleaning

funerals

Phone: 0800 862 6362
Des & Christine Necklen
Funeral Directors

• Direct Cremation for Ngatea,
Paeroa, Te Aroha, Thames
& Waihi $2850 GST incl

• Traditional, Eco & Bespoke
Funerals from $4800

• Pre-Planning

Our family serving yours — in the Hauraki
&Thames Corromandel Districts

Valley FUNERAL
SERVICESVV

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

634 Pollen St, Thames
animaladdiction.nz@gmail.com 

027 967 1399
animaladdiction.co.nz

For all your pet needs...

animals

builder

TAKING CARE
OF ALL YOUR
EARTHWORK
NIGHTMEARES

Ph: 027 269 7144 or 07 863 8208
E: mearesearthworks@gmail.com
www.mearesearthworks.co.nz

• General Earthworks & Digging
• Housepads • Farmlane Raceway
• Tree Removal • Demolitions
• Driveways & Retaining Walls

plus much more...

earthworks

The Shed & Co

Sam 022 601 3656
“It’s the most diverse range under one roof”

2nd hand / vintage

We solve your tree problems
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding • Pruning

• Land clearing and hedge trimming
• Storm Clean Up

Qualified, experienced,
fully insured

Trusted treework for over 25 years
CCCaaallllll tttooodddaaayyy

027 439 0367
shortbacknsides.co.nz

arborist

arborist

Electricians
Heat Pumps
Air Conditioning
Security 
Systems

07 868 7151

coolelectric@xtra.co.nz

www.coolelectric.co.nz



E:

W:

22C Ngati Maru Hwy, Kopu, Thames

electrician

electrician

civil construction

Visit our showroomat:

33 Belmont Road, Paeroa
PHONE: 07 214 7208

Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday by arrangement

flooring

building services

Qualified and insured arborists.
20+ years experience

Get in touch with us today for a free quote.
info@haurakitrees.co.nz

0800 HTS tree (0800 487 8733)

- Large tree removal specialists
- Pruning and hedge trimming
- Height / weight reductions

- Land clearing and reclamation
- Stump grinding - Scrub mulching

- Advice and consultancy

arborist

SHAPES
TREE

07 868 3985 or 0274 726627
For a free quote call

Treework Large & Small
Stump Grinding
Fruit Tree Pruning

Hedge Trimming
Chipping

Qualified Arborists

arborist
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If your windscreen was damaged 
over the summer, Precision Wind-

screens makes repairs or replace-
ments easy.

With 40+ 5 star Google reviews, 
you can rest assured your vehicle is 
in expert hands as you’ll be dealing 
directly with owner operator Liam 
Gillbanks.

Step one: call or enquire online. 
Speak directly with Liam, and pro-
vide your vehicle details or fill out the 
form on the website to book a con-
venient time and place.

Step two: verify insurance cover-
age. If you have glass cover, your in-
surer will pay for repairs. Just lodge a 
claim and send us the number, and 
we’ll handle the rest.

Step three: What to expect on the 
day. The replacement could take one 
to two hours, depending on your vehi-
cle. We prioritize efficiency and qual-
ity, answering any questions through-
out the process.

Step four: calibration. If your vehicle 
has safety features like lane assist or 
automatic braking, we’ll recalibrate 
them as part of the replacement to 
ensure proper functionality.

For hassle-free service, trust the ex-
perts at Precision Windscreens.

How to book a windscreen 
replacement with Precision

Precision Windscreens owner Liam Gillbanks makes 
repairs or replacements simple.           Photo: SUPPLIED

Contact Liam: 027 212 7750 or email: 
admin@precisionwindscreens.co.nz.



CALL THE EXPERTS - Continued

scrap vehicles

Chip Repairs - Windscreen replacements  
-Insurance claims
PH: 0272127750

www.precisionwindscreens.co.nz

We c�e to y�!

windscreens

Stockists of all major tyre brands 

Exide Batteries with 

extended warranties

Wheel Alignments.

314 Pollen St, Thames
Ph 868 8182

�

�

�

tyres & batteries
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waste removal

HOTSY WATERBLASTING
“Old school service”

We turn up on time + Do a great Job
+ Clean up = HAPPY customer
Housewashing, Roofwash + Treatments.

Gutter cleaning.
Decks, Paving + Driveway scrubbing.

Fences + Balustrades. Solar Panel cleaning
Residential – Commercial

Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

water blasting

Buyers of all scrap metal & cars
Farm clean up specialists

Top prices paid
Phone Vern • 021 621 437

scrap metal

ALLENS UNITEDALLENS UNITED

LIQUID WASTE
SPECIALISTS

Paeroa (2015) Ltd

� 0800 862 720    027 442 0067

septic tank cleaning

Smart Bins
Skip bins, Wheelie Bins, 

Farm Bins

Phone us or book online
0800 4 MY BIN or 

www.smartbins.co.nz

rubbish removal

TWINWOLF PLASTERING SERVICES
• Exterior Plastering specialist.
• 30 years experience
• All aspects of plastering including.
Gib stopping, fireplaces, steps, foundations,
patios, block walls and renovations.
• Specialising in exterior repairs &
modern finishes.

Shannon: 022 428 2239
Twinwolfservices@gmail.com

plasterer

• Interior & Exterior • Residential & Light Commercial 

• Fully Insured • Workmanship Guarantee

 Contact Stan on 0223137911 
to discuss your project.

painter

WE PAINT NZ
For all your painting needs
Roof, Exterior, Interior.

No Job to small
Residential / Commercial

35 years experience
Specializing in Roof painting,

Make your Roof last Years more, all the
latest solutions for all types of roofing.
Contact Peter for free quote
info@hotsy.nz 021618384

painter

Building Consents • 3D Concepts
House & Renovation Plans • Specifications

021 936 188 • bryan@atlas-ad.com
Bryan Coppersmith

Atlas
Architectural Draughting

house/renovation plans
KITCHENS

Scullery, Wardrobe, Laundry units etc

No obligation FREE measure & quote

We cover Thames, the Coromandel Peninsula & Waikato wide

Quality Product - Competitively priced

PENINSULA JOINERY LTD
THAMES P: 07 868 6323

E:office@peninsulajoinery.co.nz

kitchens
Hunts Home Kills

For all your meat and game processing needs.

• We are dedicated to you, the customer.
• Hygienic, vacuum packed products.
• Professional facilities.
• Smoked meats are our specialty.
• 12 - 14 days hung on the bone, minimum
• Game orders over 10kg
• Premium custom orders to meet your needs

Ph: 0800 250 939 • Mob: Mike - 021 411 210
E: huntshomekill@gmail.com

W: huntshomekills.nz • Follow us on FB

homekill

windscreens

022 130 3885
nikki@valleyprofile.co.nz

Book a CALL THE EXPERTS ad 
from just $55 + GST per week 
and one of our professional 

reporters will write a story about 
your business at no extra cost.
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Supply & Installation for 
Domestic & Commercial

• Carpet • Vinyl
• Laminate • Polyurethanee

Contact us for your 
free Measure and Quote 
Phone :  021 020 47027 

Email :  dan@thefl oorman.co.nz 

flooring

24HR Breakdown • AA Towing • WOF
Full mechanical workshop

MTA & AA Approved
Ph: 07 868 7685 - 24/7

thamestowing@gmail.com
29 Queen Street, Kopu

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

THAMES TOWING
& WORKSHOP

towing

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Builder
Reno’s, decking, 
fencing. For free 
quote ph Phil 021 
088 63559

Architect
de Jongh design  - 
Architectural Design 
and Drafting Services, 
contact Paul 021 146 
0728 

For Sale

For Sale

Hay/Silage

Hay/Silage

Home
Maintenance

HAY FOR SALE: 
conventional bales, this 
season: $12 per bale; 
previous season: $10 
per bale. Good quality 
meadow hay, suitable 
for horses. Pick up 
Puriri, Ph 0211454735.

For Lease

Yards for lease, 
Thames and Kopu. 
Suitable for trucks, 
vehicles or trade 
business base. Ph 
027 440 7101

Gardening
STUMP GRINDING. 
All sizes, all areas. 
Thames based. Ph 
021 060 7659

Handyman Handyman 
An experienced 
handyman covering 
all trades with over 
20 years exp build-
ing trade. Please 
contact Laurie King 
0212510246.
ktpropertyservice.com

Handyman Services

THAMES HANDYMAN 

& BUILDING SERVICES

Building, 

home maintenance & 

general gardening services

Phone: Fleur or Crighton • 0273 913 283

Dry and seasoned
Teatree $160 per m3

Pine $90 per m3

Free delivery to
Paeroa and surrounds

Shaun & Chanelle
Neustroski

Ph 027 938 0349

Property Maintenance
One Stop Shop

Ph. Shane 027 480 5586
No Silly Prices.

• Carpentry
• Plastering
• Painting
• Tiling
• Gardening

30
yrs
exp

property maintenance

Hay for sale. 
Conventional small 
bales. Ph Charlie 027 
491 3327

Pets
KENNELS

WAITAKARURU Board-
ing Kennels and Cattery. 
“A great place for your pet 
to stay.” Shane & Sherrin 
Hansen. Ph: 07-867-3344, 
SH25 Waitakaruru, 
RD6 Thames

Painters
Professional roof 
painter. Mario Kerkhof 
027 961 4055

Painter available now, 
experienced in interior 
and exterior work. Ph 
0272142442

FENCING 
CONTRACTOR 

Residential & Rural 
Retaining walls & more

High quality 
workmanship 

Competitive prices 
Call Matt 

021 1727 148

Trades

Trades
BURROWS ROOF 

CLEANING
For moss, mould etc 

removal. Gutters cleaned, 
paths, drives, fences etc. 
Covering Paeroa, Waihi, 
Waihi Beach, Te Aroha 

& Katikati. 
Ph Murray 0800 287 7697
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Robert Lindsay • Rodney Grant • Carol Hayes
Physiotherapy clinics located throughout 

the Hauraki and Coromandel Regions
Ph: 07 868 9579

www.thamesphysio.co.nz

physiotherapy

Grazing
Heifer grazing 
available. 25 / 26 
season. Komata. Phone 
Keith Trembath MNZM 
07 862 6833

Heading pups. Black 
& white, 4 mths old. Ph 
07 867 3119 or 021 112 
7927

Mowing, hedges, 
fencing, gardening, 
carpentry, painting, 
retaining walls, welding, 
waterblasting. Work is 
good quality and I will 
not attempt to work 
outside of my skills. In-
sured. Dennis Schuler 
022 129 0169

‘SHE SORTS IT’ 
From Mess to Impress: 
Gardening, home 
cleaning, painting, 
declutter, odd jobs, 
deceased estates.
Creating Beautiful, 
Organised, Serene 
Spaces. 
Qualified and experi-
enced horticulturist. 
Ready to Present to 
market or event!
Contact Pippa or Gin, 
Ph 027 747 7000



RIVER TRAIL APPROVED
A walking and cycle trail connecting 
the Pāuanui and Tairua communities 
is set to become a reality, with 
resourcing consent and final 
regulatory approvals now in place, 
Thames Coromandel District Council 
says. 
The 13km Tairua River Trail will 
create a fully off-road route between 
the towns, and will incorporate 
a 120-metre suspension bridge 
across the river near Tanners Mill. 
A 6km section of trail from Pauanui 
waterways upstream towards Hikuai 
is already open, and once the trail 
to Tairua is finished, walkers and 
cyclists will be able to complete it as a 
loop. The trail’s construction is being 
overseen by the Hikuai District Trust, 
funded by a mix of public and private 
sources. 

BINS BINNED
A set of rubbish and recycling bins on 
Marshall St, Paeroa, were set on fire 
on Sunday, March 16, around 8am. 

The Paeroa Fire Brigade attended 
the fire, which was extinguished in 
around 20 minutes. The bins, located 
next to a public toilet and playground, 
were unsalvageable, with only their 
frames remaining. 

SLIP REPAIR
Work has begun to repair a slip on 
Kennedy Bay Rd. The work site is 
located approximately 2.3km from 
the Colville Rd turnoff, and the 
project will take approximately five 
weeks to complete, depending on 
the weather. Road users are asked 
to prepare for delays of up to 20 
minutes during the working hours of 
Monday to Friday, 7am-7pm. 

RESILIENCE MEETING
Thames Coromandel District Council 
is holding a public meeting on March 
24, 5.30-7pm at the Thames War 
Memorial Civic Centre to update the 
public on the Thames Protection and 
Resilience project. The project aims 
to manage the risks to Thames from 
coastal hazards such as flooding and 
storms.

TOTAL STORAGE LTD
KEREPEHI / PAEROA

We will beat any legit quote for 
storage in 10ft or 20ft containers

T&C’s apply

021 67 67 99
info@totalstorage.co.nz

PAPER DELIVERIES
Although we endeavour to deliver our paper 

to everyone, sometimes we just cannot achieve this.
If you are one of the few who did not receive your 
weekly paper, please note they are available here:

NGATEA - Ngatea 4 Square, HDC Council Offices , 
Ngatea Post Shop, Z Petrol Station, 
Ngatea Purple Dairy
PAEROA - Moores Caltex, Countdown, HDC Council 
offices, Takenote, Paeroa 4 Square, 
Paeroa Information Hub
WAIHI - Maybelle Superette, New World, Toyworld/
Takenote, Information Centre, Daffodil Dairy, 
Waihi Supervalue
THAMES - Totara Veggie Shop, Mobil Kopu, Gull 
Service Station,  Martina 4 Square, Bin Inn, Tararu 
Dairy, Queen St Mobil, Goldfields Mall, Pak’N’Save, 
Paper Power, Thames 4 Square, 
Carson’s Bookshop, Thames Council Offices, 
Kauaeranga Store                                        
TURUA: Turua Dairy           KEREPEHI: Kerepehi Dairy

PAPER RUNNERS
We have a vacancies for a 

paper runner in Waihi. 
Immediate Start...

Please contact Geoff: 
admin@valleyprofile.co.nz

 for more information.

Church Notice Public NoticePublic NoticePublic Notice

Situation Vacant

Storage

Trades

Public Notice

Well Drilling

Assembly of God 
10am Sundays.

Scout Hall. 
Baker St, Waihi

Storage Unlimited
25 Ngati Maru Highway

Kopu, Thames

Clean, secure, dry

Units available

7 x 3.6m and 7 x 5.5m

Phone 07 868 9944

STORAGE
KOPU, PAEROA
TE AWAMUTU

“New Units”
Ph 027 440 7101

07 868 3033
Safe n Sound Storage
www.safestorage.co.nz

Thames Valley 
Storage – secure, dry 
units available, two 
sizes. Call Trev 027 
4076966

 CLASSIFIEDS Deadline 12noon Monday

Waihi Bible Chapel
Ph. Num 021 522 668
Come read the Word.
Learn Scripture (King 
James)
You want the truth, it’s 
all here. Come help
us read and learn.
Bible Study Wednesday 
nights 6pm

Advertise with 
the paper that is 

being read
 Valley Profile     

P: 022 130 3885
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Heavy Diesel Mechanic
We are a family orientated business based 

near Thames looking for a Heavy Diesel 
Mechanic to join our team.

This position is to service & maintain a 
fleet of modern Kenworth & Scania Trucks, 

along with Company Vehicles.

• Must be self motivated, reliable & willing  
 to run a workshop with part time help
• $40 - $50 per hour based on experience
• Hours are flexible to suit
• Company Ute & Phone provided

Please phone Chris 0210 229 3626 to Apply

Annual General Meeting
Paeroa Basketball Assn
Monday 24 March 2025

6pm  Paeroa College Gym
All welcome to attend

• All interior stopping & painting
• Skim coating • Vacuum sanding

• Textured ceilings removed
• Experienced tradesmen

RENOVATION Work is a speciality
FREE QUOTES - Ph 0274 726 094

CEILING & WALL CEILING & WALL RRENOVATORSENOVATORS

Temporary Road Closure
Pursuant to the Section 11(e) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, notice is hereby given that for the 
purpose of Beach Hop 2025 Waihī Annual 
Classic Car Parade and Show event. 
The following roads will be closed to 
ordinary vehicular traffic for the period 
indicated below. During the period of 
closure provision will be made for ordinary 
vehicular traffic, which would otherwise 
use the road, to use alternative routes.
Period of closure: Wednesday 26 March 
2025, 6.00am to 3.00pm.
Roads to be closed in Waihī: 
• SH2 (from Seddon St/SH2 intersection 

to Kenny St intersection)
• Seddon St (from School Ln/SH2 

intersection to entire Seddon St)
• Gilmour St (from Kenny St/SH25 

intersection to Seddon St)
• Muller St (from property no. 3 Muller St 

to Seddon St roundabout)
• Haszard St (from property no. 24 to 

Martha St)
• Moresby Ave (from property no. 80 to 

SH2 roundabout)
Alternative provision for ordinary vehicular 
traffic will be made with signs, cones and 
barriers to redirect traffic on detour.
It will be an offence under the above 
regulations for any person otherwise than 
under authority of an authorised permit to 
use the road for ordinary vehicular traffic 
during the period of closure.
D A Speirs 
Chief Executive 
Hauraki District Council

Pursuant to Section 46 of the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987, public notice is hereby given that the 
following meetings will be held during April 2025.

Council meetings

Council Meeting
Thursday 27 March 2025 09:00am, Thames Council Chambers,  
515 Mackay Street, Thames - Consultation on the 2025/26 Annual Plan

Tuesday 8 April  2025 09:00am, Thames Council Chambers,  
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Community Board Meetings

Tairua-Pāuanui Community Board
Monday 28 April 2025 10.00am, Pāuanui Community Hub,  
23 Centreway, Pāuanui.

Whangamatā Community Board
Tuesday 29 April 2025 10.00am, Whangamatā Service Centre,  
620 Port Road, Whangamatā

Thames Community Board
Wednesday 30 April 2025, 10.00am, Thames Council Chambers, 
515 Mackay Street, Thames

Please visit https://www.tcdc.govt.nz/Our-Council/Meetings/
Agendas-Reports-and-Minutes for copies of agendas and order 
papers.

A Lawrie 
Chief Executive 
Thames-Coromandel District Council

Thames-Coromandel District Council  
Meetings - April 2025

WATER levels down and running slow? 
Crops a bit dry, production a bit low? 

Drill a bore, make it flow. 
Our pro drillers are all go. 

On site quote, how could you say no. 
Call j m welldrillers, we are ready bro. 

Phone 022 367 4815 

Notice of Special General Meeting
Turua Play Centre Incorporated

Date: 25th March 2025  - Time: 6.30pm
Venue: 12 Raratuna Street Turua 3574

Business:
The purpose of this meeting is to
1. Make amendments to the Turua Play Centre 
Incorporated constitution/rules.
Change rule 28 from 
In the event of the dissolution of the Centre, or the 
Centre through any other cause ceasing to exist the 
assets of the Centre shall be sold by public auction 
and the proceeds of such sale shall be applied first 
in payment of all costs debts and liabilities of the 
Centre and secondly any surplus shall be applied in 
aid of some local charitable Institution.
To read:
Rule 28: The Society may be voluntarily wound 
up in accordance with the Incorporated Societies 
Act, 1908 and if there shall be any surplus property 
or assets the shall not sold by public auction and 
the proceeds of such sale shall not be applied 
first in payment of all costs debts and liabilities of 
the Centre and secondly any surplus shall not be 
applied in aid of some local charitable Institution
On the winding up of the society, all assets including 
without limitation all forms of property, funds and 
the benefit of any contracts will be transferred to 
TE WHĀNAU TUPU NGĀTAHI O AOTEAROA 
- PLAYCENTRE AOTEAROA (“Playcentre 
Aotearoa”), a charitable trust and registered charity, 
to hold and use on the terms of the Trust Deed and 
in accordance with the Guiding Principles 
of Playcentre Aotearoa.

Coromandel MP Scott Simpson, left, met with students leaders on March 14 as part of a student leadership 
summit at Wharekawa Lodge, near Opoutere. The event included Year 13 leaders from Whangamatā Area 
School, Thames High School, Hauraki Plains College, Mercury Bay Area School, Coromandel Area School, 
Morrinsville College, Te Aroha College, Paeroa College, and Waihī College. Mr Simpson said he spoke to the 
students and found them passionate, smart and ready to make their mark on the world.      Photo: SUPPLIED

In Brief
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION
ACROSS: 1 Asked, 4 Protects, 9 Depict, 14 Stare, 15 On pins and needles, 17 Troll, 18 Oaf, 19 Chutney,
20 Leakproof, 21 Beaver, 24 Telephoto, 25 Iodine, 26 Bronze, 29 Scandalous, 31 Ham, 32 Sailor, 33
Mind, 35 Urn, 37 Tuba, 39 Go-between, 40 Ownership, 41 Elfin, 42 Gendarme, 47 Tempered, 51 Alias,
55 Ornaments, 56 Trademark, 58 Gift, 59 Duo, 60 Mute, 61 Ignite, 62 Lot, 63 Extraneous, 66 Repast, 67
Zircon, 69 Regrouped, 72 Vortex, 73 Fault-find, 75 Barrier, 77 Lei, 80 Cable, 81 Beat about the bush, 82
Smash, 83 Broker, 84 Estrange, 85 Slide.

DOWN: 2 Synthetic, 3 Edict, 5 Rung, 6 Tangelo, 7 Cheek to cheek, 8 Solar, 9 Discord, 10 Pity, 11 Cooper,
12 Major, 13 Perfume, 14 Slavery, 16 Smell danger, 22 Aplomb, 23 Andiron, 24 Tankard, 25 Immune, 27
Neither, 28 Bounce, 30 Site, 32 Snuff, 34 Duped, 36 Wrap, 38 Use, 42 Groom, 43 Non-stop, 44 Arms, 45
Manage, 46 Wilde, 48 Make a splash, 49 Egghead, 50 Elf, 51 Aspirin, 52 Stolen, 53 Matter of fact, 54
Here, 57 Author, 64 Undressed, 65 Ostrich, 66 Recluse, 68 Chamber, 70 Gondola, 71 Member, 72 Vicar, 74
Lease, 76 Rebel, 78 Deck, 79 Stag.

ACROSS
1 Heap (5)
4 Appear unafraid
despite one’s feelings
(4,1,4,5)
11 Bed cover (5)
14 Single (5)
15 Of marriage (11)
16 Actor (8)
19 Guilty party (7)
20 Turmoil (5)
21 Thing built (9)
24 Head off (9)
26 Elf or fairy (6)
27 Twist out of shape
(6)
31 Person authorised
to act for another (5)
32 Underground
cemetery (8)
34 Whisky plant (10)
38 Disregarded (7)
39 Dog breed (6)
40 Customer (6)
41 Masticate (4)
42 Shine wetly (7)
45 Obstinate (10)
50 Sectors (anag)(7)
54 Highest point of
achievement (4)
55 Astuteness (6)
56 Fictional books (6)
57 Of questionable
value (7)
60 Rate per hundred
(10)
61 Citrus drink (8)
62 Duck for down (5)
65 Prey (6)

66 Agatha Christie
sleuth (6)
67 Go with (9)
72 Ruling over (9)
73 Waterway (5)
74 Imitative behaviour
(7)
79 Lock in jail (8)
80 Expert judge in
matters of taste (11)
81 Aromatic plants (5)
82 Economises (5)
83 Divert the
suspicions of (3,3,3,5)
84 Remains (5)

DOWN
2 Language (6)
3 Inexpensive (5)
5 Practical joke (4)
6 Adore (7)
7 Panda food (6)
8 Touch down (4)
9 Bone break (8)
10 Pacific island (6)
11 Unruly (10)
12 Empty space (4)
13 Temper fit (7)
17 Skinflint (5)
18 Cutting back on (10)
22 Sea (5)
23 En masse (8)
25 Harmful, poisonous
(7)
26 Topic (7)
28 Thrifty (6)
29 Thwarted (6)
30 Posture (6)
33 Sun-dried brick (5)

35 Boredom sign (5)
36 Unit of heredity (4)
37 Repeat (4)
42 Grip firmly (5)
43 Living forever (8)
44 Subtle distinction
(6)
45 Known territory
(4,6)
46 Female relation (4)
47 Tingles (anag)(7)
48 Renovate (6)
49 Synthetic fibre (5)
51 Dross (4)
52 View (7)
53 Hairpiece (6)
58 Demolish violently
(4,2,4)
59 Nitwit (5)
63 Achieve a goal (5,3)
64 Cleave (5)
65 Calls into question
(7)
68 Definitive model of
its kind (7)
69 Regain (6)
70 Salt solution (6)
71 Unwashed (6)
75 Chemically
unreactive (5)
76 Black marketeer (4)
77 Intertwine wool (4)
78 Rotate (4)

 SUDOKU               192

 JUMBO CROSSWORD                212

SUPPORT
LOCAL

Please
advise your
Vet of your
wish to use
Forever Pets
Crematorium

Visit the website:
foreverpets.co.nz
for further information.

CONTACT: Forever Pets
07 868 6003.

We guarantee the ashes
you get back belong to
your pet and only your pet.

SUPPORT
LOCAL

DIRECT CREMATION within 15kms of Thames: $3100.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from Whangamata, Tairua, Whitianga, Waihi,

Paeroa, Ngatea and Coromandel: $3345.00
DIRECT CREMATION requiring transfer from North of Coromandel

or Waikato Hospital: $3445.00
Outside all of these areas: $3445.00 plus mileage

For additional information please refer to Twentymans website: twentymans.co.nz CONTACT: 07 868 6003
*Additionalmileagemayapply,accordingtoroadingconditions.**PlusDoctorsFee.TheDoctorsFeeformedicalpaperworkrequiredforDirectCremationsisanadditionalcharge.Thisfeerangesfrom$45.00to$200.00,determinedbythepatient’sDoctor.
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OPENHOME

Thames 110BruntonCrescent

3 1 1 1
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu3Apr2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun23Mar
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
MaddyAislabie0277804389
maddy.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Views,convenienceandcomfort
110BruntonCrescent isawell-maintainedhomeset inanelevatedposition,offeringstunningviewsofThames
townshipandtheFirth. Located justmoments fromthe towncentre, itprovidesbothconvenienceandcomfort. The
110sqm(moreor less)homefeatures threebedrooms,a full-servicebathroom,andanopen-plankitchenanddining
area.Anorth-facingdeckextends fromthediningarea, ideal for relaxingandenjoying thechangingscenery.Modern
amenities includeawoodburner, twoheatpumps,andaheat transfer system.The 1,037sqm(moreor less) section
includesasingle internal accessgarageandeasy-caregrounds,offeringpotential for furtherpersonalization.

bayleys.co.nz/2180779

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

RECEIVERSHIPSALE

Pauanui 57HallRoadand2511Kopu-HikuaiRoad

217.7442ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Thu 10Apr2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivership–buyoneorall three!
Hereare threeprimeCoromandelproperties thathavecometo themarket– 57HallRoadoffersa61.93ha(moreor
less)dairy farmwithamodernmilkingshedandathree-bedroomhome,plusanadjoining74.36ha(moreor less)
grazingblockwithexcellent infrastructureandreliablepasturegrowth.2511 KopuHikuaiRoadsitson81.45ha(more
or less)of landand isawell-maintaineddairysupportblockwithquality fencing,water systems,andpotential fora
familyhome.Whetheryou’re interested inoneorall three, thesepropertiesprovide fantastic farmingandcoastal
livingopportunities.Thesepropertiesarebeingsoldbywayof receivership, sodon'tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2630039
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Puriri 107NeavesvilleRoad

3.2ha 3 2 2
AskingPrice $1,099,000
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
GlennTanner0274862399
glenn.tanner@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Sereneruralhaven: familyhomewithpanoramicviews
Escapeto rural tranquilitywith this three-bedroomlifestylepropertyon3.2hectares (moreor less)of rollinghills and
lushgreenery.Thehomefeaturesamasterbedroomwithensuite, twoadditionalbedrooms,andanopen-plan
kitchen, living, anddiningareawithmodernappliancesandan islandbench.Largeslidingdoors leadtoaspacious
deckwithstunning rural views.With6.8kWsolarpanels, adoublegarage, fully fencedpaddocks, extrashedding,and
aprivate riverbeach, it’sperfect forhobby farmingorequestrianpursuits. Justashortdrive toThames, thisproperty
blendsserenityandconvenience.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2316097

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Turua 94PiakoRoad

4.0469ha 4 2
Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu 10Apr2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View2-2.45pmSun23Mar
KarlDavis0274964633
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Space, styleandshedding
Seton4.04ha(moreor less), this superb four-bedroomlifestyleproperty is ideal for familiesordownsizing farmers.
Threebedroomshavebuilt-inwardrobes,while themasterboastsanensuite.Alargedoublegaragewith internal
access includesa laundry.Outside, ahigh-studthree-bayshedsuitsboatsor farmgear.Twofencedpaddocksoffer
space for livestock,plus roomforachickencooporgardens.Minutes fromNgateaandKopu,withHaurakiPlains
Collegezoning, it’s a rare find—don’tmissout!

bayleys.co.nz/2630033
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Turua 923and969HaurakiRoad

65.74ha

AskingPrice $2,595,000+GST(if any)
View 11am-12pmFri21Mar&Fri 28Mar
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provenproduction in theheartof theHaurakiPlains
Looking foraqualitydairyunit?This65.7ha(moreor less) farm in theHaurakiPlainsoffers strongproductionwitha
potential stopbank lease.Featuring flat,well-drained land, it includesaseparate7ha title.Fencing isgood,with races
leading toacentrally located20ASHBcowshed.Milking200-215cows forFonterra, itproduced75,770kgMS in
2022/23.Reliablecouncilwaterensuressupply. Infrastructure includesawinteringbarn, implementshed,workshop,
PKEbin, andhaybarn.Athree-bedroomhomewithagarageandworkshopmakes it ideal fora familyorone-man
operation.Call us today!

bayleys.co.nz/2630047

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Waitakaruru 42BackMirandaRoad

5.167ha

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 11am,Thu24Apr2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 10-10.30amSun23Mar
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
ConnorDavis0274964622
connor.davis@bayleysngatea.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Lifestylesection, threeminutes toboat ramp
Set in theheartof theHaurakiPlainson5.16hectares (moreor less), thisbare lifestyle section inMirandaoffersa rare
chance toshapeyour rural escape. Ideal forbuilding, farming,or investment, themostly flat land featuresopen
pasture, establishedtrees, andanaturalpondattractingbirdlife.Mature treesprovideprivacywhile framingviewsof
theCoromandelRanges.Nearby,enjoyMirandaHotSpringsandtheShorebirdCentre.Withpowerat theboundary
andeasyaccess toWaitakaruru,Thames, andPukekohe, thisproperty is ready fordevelopment.

bayleys.co.nz/2630024
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Paeroa 181DThorpRoad

87.7ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Thu3Apr2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivershipdairy farm
Here’syourchance tosecureaproductive87ha(moreor less)dairy farm in theheartof theHaurakiDistrict.With
predominantly flatcontour, fertile soils, andstrongproductionhistory, this isanexcellent first farmoraddition toan
existingportfolio.Well-maintainedpaddocksandacentral racesystemensureeasymanagement. Infrastructure
includesa28-asideherringbonedairyshed,calf shed,andtwo implementsheds.Stockwatercomes fromtwobores,
with theoption toconnect tocouncil supply.Effluent ismanagedviaaKliptanksystemwith900,000-litrecapacity
andatravelling irrigator.Asolid 1960shomeprovides 120sqmofcomfortable family living.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2630044

Paeroa 183BThorpRoad

15ha 4 2 2
ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Thu 10Apr2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SethRoe0273206937seth.roe@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Receivershipdairy farm
Here is theopportunity topurchase thisexpansive210sqm(moreor less)homeontheoutskirtsofPaeroa that is
situatedon flat landoverlooking the 15.39ha(moreor less)of landthatcomeswith it.All it needs isanewfamily to
enjoyall it has tooffer. Inside lends itself tospaciousopen-plan livingarea includingawell-designedandmodestchef-
likekitchen.Family living iswell cateredwith fourdoublebedrooms,andtwobathrooms,andaguest toilet.Outside,
theproperty isanentertainer'sdreamwithextensivedecking to thenortheast. Situated inadesirable rural setting, the
property is just4minutes’ drive fromtheconveniencesofPaeroa township.Call today!

bayleys.co.nz/2630038
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Paeroa 272RotokohuRoad

103.3ha

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
3pm,Fri 28Mar2025
BayleysHamilton,96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
View 11am-12pmTue25Mar
KarlDavis0274964633karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

ReceivershipDairyFarm
103-hectare (moreor less)dairy farm, located in theheartof theHaurakiDistrict,withqualityandquantityof
infrastructureandaproposedsubdivisionalreadyunderway, thispropertypresentsacompellingstrategicbusiness
investment.Whether it is aneasywaytoget intoyour first farmoraddinga farmtoyourportfolioyoucan'thelpbutbe
impressedwith the infrastructurealready inplace. Improvements includea34-asideherringbonedairyshed,plusover
600sqmofadditional shedding.Goodqualitycouncildrinkingwater isprovidedto the farm.Accommodation
includes twodwellings, aswell as twoadditional accommodationoptions.Call today.

bayleys.co.nz/2630036

Mangatangi 1781MirandaRoad

108ha

AskingPrice $4,600,000+GST(if any)
Phoneforviewingtimes
KarlDavis0508838383
karl.davis@bayleys.co.nz
SamAislabie0274295410
sam.aislabie@bayleys.co.nz
SUCCESSREALTYLIMITED,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Provendairyunitwith topnotch infrastructure
Spanning 108ha(moreor less), thiswell-equippeddairy farmoffers flexibilitywithsettlement tosuitAutumnorSpring
calving.Anadditional62ha(moreor less) lease isavailableacross the road,accessedviaanunderpass.The farm
featuresamodern50-bale rotarydairyshed, three residences, a300-cowfeedpad,andextensive infrastructure,
includingshedsandabore for reliablewater.Effluentcovers30ha.Locatedunder 100kmfromAucklandand
Hamilton, this isaprime farmingopportunity.Thevendorsare readytomove—call today toview.

bayleys.co.nz/2315951
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FINALNOTICE

Whangamata 503PortRoad

235sqm 118sqm

ForSalebyDeadlinePrivateTreaty (unlesssoldprior)
4pm,Fri 28Mar2025
7TheEsplanade,Whitianga
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

APrescription for Investment
• Tenantedtoawell-establishednationalbrandreturning$33,103.13pa+GST/OPEX
• Highlyaccessible featuring rearparkingandservice laneaccess
• Withan83%IEPrating, thebuildingmeetsstrongstructural standards,offeringsecurity for investors

This isanattractiveopportunity formum-and-dad investors,portfoliobuilders,or thoseseekingstablecommercial
returns inasought-aftercoastal location.With limitedcommercial supply in thearea,well-leased investments like this
are tightlyheld.Astraightforward,high-performingasset inaprimeposition -call todayandsecureyourplace in
Whangamata'sgrowingcommercial landscape.

bayleys.co.nz/2221423

Boundary linesare indicativeonly

Thames 448PollenStreet

508sqm 415sqm

Auction (unlesssoldprior) 12pm,Thu 10Apr2025
96UlsterStreet,Hamilton
Viewbyappointment
JoshSmith0272298865
josh.smith@bayleys.co.nz
MHREALTYLTD,BAYLEYS,LICENSEDUNDERTHEREAACT2008

Addvalue,addstrength,addreturns
• Strengthentoaddvalue
• MainStreetoffersprimepositioning
• Returning$36,000pa+GSTandoutgoings

Aprimeadd-valueopportunity in theheartofThames.This freeholdsiteonPollenStreet isa low-entry investment
with futureupside.Thepropertyprovides immediatecash flowwith roomforgrowthwhilst a 18%NBSratingpresents
anopportunity tostrengthen,upgrade,or redevelop.Amotivatedsellerhassetanauctiondate,making thisagenuine
opportunity tosecureamain-streetasset.

bayleys.co.nz/2180777
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STAGE 1 IS NOW COMPLETE
ENQUIRIES FOR STAGE 2 ARE WELCOME!
All apartments are within walking distance to Thames’ shops, cafes and walkways.

The perfect location to enjoy your fun-filled retirement

Our open plan, single level apartments feature covered balconies with fantastic views
of the sea, Kauaeranga River and mountains.

Each unit’s elegantly finished kitchen, lounge, bedroom and bathroom
offer stylish warmth and light.

All residents enjoy scenic views from each level’s shared lounges, use of the
Village Community Lodge and participation in all activities and amenities at your leisure.

Living the lifestyle, loving the choice...
A lifestyle village in Thames on the Coromandel

PHONE US
to view

by appointment
Come and experience

the difference!

82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz82 Richmond St, Thames 0800 868 5484 www.richmondvillas.co.nz

AVAILABLE NOW
• Two Bedroom Villa
• Three Bedroom Villa
• 2 Bedroom Apartment
ENQUIRE TODAY!

SPORTS
Regan eyes midgets after 50th mini-stock win

With 50 mini-stock race 
wins already under his 

belt, 15-year-old Regan Le 
Cheminant is looking ahead to 
his latest challenge - the midg-
ets class. 

The Waihī teenager has been 
a regular fixture on the racing 
track since the age of 11, and 
celebrated his 50th club win 
on February 23 at the Waihī 
Beach Dirt Track Club. 

The win is a testament to the 
focus and dedication of the tal-
ented teenager, who grew up 
watching his dad, uncle, and 
cousins at the track. 

“Dad used to race back in 
the early 2000s or late 90s, 
and I’ve loved this sport ever 
since,” Regan said. 

For Regan, motorsport is a 
way of life. For six months he 
will race almost every weekend 
at tracks around the North Is-
land, and during the off-season 
it’s all about car maintenance, 
fitness, and prepping for the 
next season.

“It’s not all about the drive, 
it’s the car, it’s the mainte-
nance. We replace shocks every 
year. We do wheel bearings to 
make sure the car’s smooth,” 
Regan’s dad, Mike, said. 

“Another thing in these 
scenes is fitness. Regan’s al-
most black belt in karate… 
About five or six laps [in] his 
fitness starts to really show.

“Some guys, they just start 
slowing down after about four 
or five laps. But Regan will give 
100 per cent.”

Regan will be joining the 
midgets class in April. As he is 
still under 16, he will need to 
apply for a special dispensa-
tion to race. But Regan said he 
is ready for the new challenge, 
and is looking forward to hit-
ting the track in his new F2 
midget car.

“[I’m] really excited. When I 
had a go on it, the acceleration 
power was different, it was just 
better,” Regan said. 

As well as facing adult com-
petitors for the first time, the 
midgets class also brings new 
challenges. 

“You’re going from about 50 
horsepower to 300 horsepow-
er with half the weight,” Mike 
said. “So we’re trying to get 
some seat time.”

But Mike’s still there to talk 
strategy with Regan, something 
they have done for his whole 
racing career. 

“I’ve been involved with 
Speedway for 25 years, raced 
for eight myself. So it’s about 
passing my knowledge on,” 
Mike said. 

“I’ve done a lot of work with 
Regan on paper, exiting, enter-
ing… it’s all about getting that 
driveline right.

Waihī mini-stock car champion Regan Le Cheminant hits the track in his new F2 midget car, number 25, 
left. RIGHT: Regan with some of his awards.                          Photos: SUPPLIED

“And I’ve taught Regan that 
you need to learn your com-
petitors. Some kids stay down 
low, so you’ve got to go around 
them. Some come off the cor-
ner wide, you’ve got to come 
under them.”

“If you know how to read a 
track, you’re halfway there,” 
Regan added. 

Regan’s now aiming for 
Rookie of the Year, although 
he said he will consider his first 
midget season a success if he 
finishes all his races without 
any crashes. Mostly, he’s just 
excited to get out on the track 
and give it a go.

“Everything vanishes when 
you’re in the car, on the track,” 
he said. 

“And you’re just there to 
race.” 

STOCK CAR RACING
By ALICE PARMINTER, Public Interest 
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Email your sports news, reports and photos 
to editor@valleyprofile.co.nz


